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S tetl vou Abkmad,” he cried.
PN tell you all - Pm Strumbirs,
Just ag vou said, and a fupitive from
Jjustice, tou.  And I haven't any-
thing agajnst  Southlev. | BEven my
father couldn’t have proved his claim
in a test, and he's dead,  Let me -3
Ahmad? Dm' raise vour  talons
against me.'

Fhis wild flow af
away, and for an instant the form
in the shadow  halted.  Then @ it
mored slowly forward again.

“Ltell vou F'Il g6 away, and nevey
returny again.  We never had any
real proofs, - Ahmad! Let me po!”

And at that instant I felt A.h-\'m.'

words  died

der's breath against my ear.  “You
heavd, didn’t you, Long?" he whis-
pervd.

Y e

“Then the work's done.

I felt the stir as his arm repched
up to an electric switch on the wall.
He pressed it.  Unknown to me, the
wrecked lighting plant had been re-
paired.  All the great chandeliers of |
the library flashed on at once.

The Hrst impression wus blindness,
But' as my eyes became adiusted to
the sudden glave. T knew at least
part of the tvuth at last.  The form

oi the tiger had been most real and
copvinecing abt the edpe of the dim|
and ineffective candlelight,  But it

WAE Do maore
terfeit

tunlm\ than the coun-
giraifes that the cliwng pa-
rade a circus ring, when the prlare
from the chandeliers came . down.
Before us, stripped of all delusion,
Ahmad Das rested on his hands and
feet on the floor. He held his hody

Inw, his legs almost straight, to give
the effect of length. | Over him, in
a rather ii'|!!|'n'uli; wiay, was thrown

A gveal; Law
leps wiere I.Lctvm-li

The four
some sim-|
wrists,
filled out with |
rested Yon hl\—‘
Alexandoer’s

1
with
plé. device to his ankles and

and the great head,
some light substance,
leaped and seized
shoulders,
“Good

{ L34 A
“Thni'= unle
sane hunx
Hayvvard’s neck !
pul Adexmider

heavens "t 1 rvalled in o hit
That in-

prrt ol it
i hegken

have

wrigelod Gut o of

my frasp.

SO gourse: it 3!
waril's neck,™ ki 5
mitrdeiror ol - Havw e
OVEr - on,  us—impeosised sonie

ness thatowusn't w i the
v ot ghe veal musdever of
ward, dend, dawn o the

Cmounh .L 7
anado o

Alexander Piovec: splint imody | of

thie resr of the Gyening answering
nies wons. - There were mnrfe things
to Find outothan ever 1 tonueht ]

cO’IM possibly leuyn.
he L us dowi o the hoat

||-\.I

Laside the wat I iftwd the
tarpauiin that covered thé thing an
thie Lottome A (1t «l o animal - lay
v

i lnrge  ns the
e i‘-u\". with spots of
o pewerfal A,
white-fanged; and
padd ot the sig -‘h. UT A%
SOl demunded.
nothipe s Adexander
swered. . UXou puzhicitn he whaeurh
of a ‘natlirehst 1o know that ¢ 1i_..'
hass shpes, = PlisEheast has spo s
He v \..I::‘ fwo humared pounds, .ml'
a tider Wi Besiles, vou|
don’t fnd tigers fin sonthors Flavidil )

ST

aAN=

s plainsteime, Gl Dot izatirsthat
your - don't ‘know rothe o hidtory - o3

Eloy: {tl Nery ol
suldewn ol dun't ve-d
mendice u‘aliu. about: sivh ®crea
ture as this—" s

SPqse Hpeak t(q]ue--uul oE hin.
Tl Bave mach nrererved to have lelt
hint alive, Lot Swelll sivel Keir for)
nrogl of that wild story we have (o
telll the ¢oscnm's jury tomoreoy
afivenocns LIf ,\-m; temembesy - theve
was o nme when @otithern l‘lu"um
was gtill the homs of thojapanis-—
the sreftest of Amerviean felines!

i remembered that 1 hid ~ heavd
gomething about it

FMost of them wers \xtl.‘l'mulu!.vd
a eaod ALY N euls AEe. You can
atill - find Jem n-afew rémote’ oo
1685 in southera Texas: 1 au;:]!u-c
myself thas thiv were il gone heve
wildipapt s tha)

——gyvep in sueh 2
state aso this. Bong, you sec here
whet' i3" probably  the last af the

Flonaal | jaguay a creainre as
huavy as 4 levpard, andione ‘or ‘the;
s'.m“yp-l. jawed and shouldeved fe-4
fines an the workl. :
CEAnd Csince wou awon't rest till i
tell vou the rest of it, I inight ps;
well =ay that this big cat was the
base on which Ahmad and Svutbley
worked out:their. plot.  They knew
about this jaguar.

“Whean Havward and his son bore
dowii ipon them here—atter tiacing,
them all the way from I:mglm-ri—-—
Southlexr and Ahmad saw a chanece
to take advantage of this !ng: tawny
creatave in the swamp. [ suppose
vou Lnow by now what the Hayx-
wards were.”

“Bluckmailers,

of course” 1 an-

swered: / }
Alexamir;r gritted his tecth. |
You've taken plenty  long to

guess it, but yon're right at Iast.
“Their  real, name is Strumbiire. |
They are crooks  thémselves.. The;
eider Sh‘l:ml)urg was 4 confederate |
in cvime in Southley’s own youth.
use the words puardedly, Long,. and |

I thank it is true. I haven't 1_n\||
doubt that Southley’s early 1if
wouldn’t bear investigation. Bnt

that doesn't matter now. It's a jow,,
ray boy, to come to the aid of one;
who has come to his own aid, South- |
ley rose above that other life. * s
“I think that he escaped afler a!
particularly reckless crime. it wasn’t
a crime that benefitted him financi-|
ally, he says; but vet the hue and!
|

- Fottion lexcept for one thi

the wost Taithful Eotl

pthe

L young chappie—and what a
1 head he lias been—zot a letter from|

! Im_&-phl ne

THREE

Eanath

cry that was rvaised seared him From |
his criminal wavs: A man was shot)

antd thoush there were vn(‘rn..jtiu'.:!-
cirenmstances, he certainly  would|
flave zone o prison for fwenty years|
at least, according to the way nien|
ern Bentenced in those days Fi

he went to Indix and Africa,  gnd
niade his fortune.  Then he came to
America, as Andrew Lass nseiAnd
all the time he 2d in, «deadly fear

that the long arm ol the British 1mv
would reach nut for him.

“Then the elder Strumburye ’--Jw*
him out. He adopted the name  of
Roderick, and sent out inquiries for!
this Andrew Lasson. He offered a
huze reward to be paid a yvear after
we Tound him, and of eourse Lisson

| —or Southley as we call him nows |
(was to pay the reward., He came
heve at last, with his vicions  son,
and the work of hlackmail  begon
They told old Southlex—in thz
twilight of his day—what
pect in case he didn't come
with their demanis. i
“They said they had proofs that|
would put him back in prison. The
teiror of his long vears came hack

as never beforve, and he didn't have |
the strength and audgmient to
it any longer. Ofd age was
him,  He gave way. nedin an in.
And even bodav hie wouldn't be l!L-r
il it hadr’t been 1or the real hero
of  Snuthle; Downs-—his  servant
.-\hmu‘l Das
“Ahmad: Das 5 a omystie.

soure & doctor, and you don
p m prenatal influence.
Y it

Long,
.t '.'l‘ !

true 1
was atiacked by

1LI

a I:"\'l. that I!n_- creature died when
Abhmad was Beor—und it is true that
Ahinid most  remackable,
catlilie e of any man 1 ever saw.

Of course he
—his  prapens
avounad on' his
all lent toward

P rell
!]l(

‘LI t pretended the rest
ities  toward  creeping
hands and knpee I
the effect. lHe's a
yvou—perhaps . he-
theory of reincarnation
i - ark; orieglsl
od an den thur I
In=Saxons wniild

mind 1-1
P dunis
Havediai

LIDSt
thueught -
Enew o he conidn’t: kall | the

T was - mueders and
vhnt
past

!Eui!‘ ra-
JCLItES, AR Loling
the st ¢ent awvas gone.
aphit's those | Uelpthos
thent cave o Other things
Wern |v'=:'.1'.:~ui fuat: thi winter. . So
Anmud Dias coneel ni the des
purite scherae of sepriug the Sryam-!
burgs—ur bhe Hoanvarids as they call-
cil themsélves—trom the estate by
menans of the tigsr le n._,t‘tl']
*Ahm Das haa af! the matevial
in the world to work with:  He ' kney
it whien he thoupht out thié phin.
This jarunr—iu tawny streak in the
aunsie and leaving its tracks in- the
mud—awvas of course  his | rreatest

and SUCK

s

card. " His own natural feline gace|
A 'h vward's natneally  sur
: e WGCE cHiET peo. Wicked
vooare supersticinuss IO8
Ahinait | couldn’t  pet | the

iniostiie houze; butat was
leomatier ol up . that o tiger
sking  Byvery day he put o piece of
ment out on & certun - flat vock on
the billside. - It wasnt humant blaod!

ond Flesh vou saw theve. 7 It wasl
Foodred Belf: -anidl Ahnvaid. Das yo
nldod stams onohis shivk can \n‘u‘ 1

there.  And it wasn't any tinte:

atl until th ey ot that hig eat scf
that He =tayed arvound the jingle ai!
thetlase ofithe hill. The ‘insidework)
conldi™t be done il the Loght g,

F0.0E WAk neves tenly that
pthe lightine plant bR ele
faint: light of candles gave just the

prope ammosphere.
SIMny cvavy | calicat the
seheme, Long. ' foawvorked out

winle

had cotited 'on the! jacon:
MiH i‘ ACALH: / . !
FWhHat owere vou deine with that]

shirt—and: the beef Hlood?”
“Simply auaking the  diecess

(eate=—50) 'to /prevelany. storv oy
JUTY tomdirows 18 0 hadiit Erbe-
i woltld have had poose Ahmad — |
11 the wail=—-|
convicted awl hang fob
now-—mentallyy an least. |
Shnd tasthy how (did von come fiid
D¢ inviolved dn this afiaiz at all? Bil

it

murdcr, "oy

vou corae just berause I Sent  for
youl'r
“I'meoal private  detective, Long!™

was his guret answer. I don’t work
fror the state, although the state em-|
plovs nie sometimes.  Sonthler him-|
f=olf wrote Tor me th come-—te help !
himn' out. I told him 1 couldn’t at
fivst—that was some weeks  ago—|
but T knew a young man that would |
be the greatest assistance to him in;
the hour of need. That yvoung man|
had been in two or three bad meszes!
before—the aifair st Wildmarsh. |
and the story of the cobra curse, and|
Moie. Southley hac met  thel
Young ma In a visit in Tampa, and|
he liked him. So the next day this|
bone-!

Soulhley asking him down for a|
week’s shoohng fishing and rest. Hel

was a doctor, and his name was!
Long.™
Vilas leit on the night train. He

{ packed his hag in silence, and was
rowed over to the raiiroad track|
whence he conld go to the station, |
When midnight hung = =till  and!
mysterious over the water \\‘r_»r]d1
anid I found  ourselves!

alone on the great veranda

“Lot’s walk down' to  the water's
“It’s deyving
1t will be gone in a,

elra.” she sugiested,
up so quickly.

qu them all—the ones that hurt m

| vou I.'nu-rhl the pi

{that T was

i feel it

few daxs more.!

“And Fowill h’L gune,
Hl.!

She walked in front of
the narzow path.  And 1
zling for words that wouldn’t

SDige wou koow, Mis
that Alexander swas
my  mvitation here?

too,””

cHme.
s Southley.

I asked' her at

She did not
“I found it oui

“Do vou see what that  means?
That T was <ent here to serve. ~And
all I'did was make stakes,

“Thoy started an day we met
—when 1 let You o ‘without provids
g means of eviér seeing vou azain,”
I went on. “Fate protected me
then. 1 wonder if [ can ask it to
pr

| mistakes

even turn her head.

tonight."

I've made,  And the worst

—are the things that I said and

l in yvour van
Toge phine! It was fo
n than to protect yous

bag.  Tell me,
nn other ve

gelf from: Vilas Hawvward, if worse
came to worst?”
“1 don’t believe you  arve  ione

I doubting wvet, or vou wauldn't as
she said. ““That was just part of the
reason, Dr. Long The other wa

=0 airaid—so afraid, all

the time."

“You were wi Vs &8
part. of the black fathe
paid.  You avere-parti of the price of

silence, and
you

vou subniitted because
wed somethine of the qi

sponsible. for!

't me now—aifter all the otheor

| thought of you
Her voice was sez reely more ‘than
a whisper when she answered me.
“Th--\ hurt me. too.”
I‘iw\ showed me up as the pooi-
er (!l" Itold her sadly. "'.th‘_\ ex-
me— a doubiting and suspici
soman, and'a f\]:ml man, too. One
who is unabile to believe in his finer
| instin Of coul I sée now w

finally 'it' nestled at the hollow of thing that her harm tlu.

myelbow,

Wss worids.

of
fook thai
Lier

! T
1 t(ll\i!'

hopeful

*You'il forgive me,
Al those things T smid—and did?" i
pleadod.
————
And no mortal exes conid hplisve:
‘Ie change in. her that came when|
smoke 'ltme wotds,
itc miracles of thesos latter of;
i t she simnly wailed—as if fy
Y continue.
while. she made me an answer,
{
|
|

1. was
face.
human

And

svif ‘whirling, and =peaking breath- hetween us and (the maeshes:
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i 21000
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crets iEiniving that. Viias Bad el
S as neand it lissin bES madiof
their hottom ) today. Af er a2 while
asgreat owl-hooted and ealied fiom
theishind, hopivg: to repeatibis tris
It was ona ﬂf‘l umbple "G a ew el Bus el But
AT Gosephine turned hey face: just o
: me) enonch fo laugh’ at hine
atber iad THE END !
Part;
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showed on |
was by a thou=!

hen 1 found my-
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that the Hawvw held over o
father.  What vour futher told th
detective—that vou = were  oto o he!
v SR was from - compulsion
not from chojve.”

She nodded,

S for the samo veason oyt
cou ldn't come to my defenze th:"

b in the dden—when T had steaed
Anmidithe vensen that vou told

the deteciive of

my with
Huyward that day as lenyving
was not that yal wepre afraid Vilus

%01 tit e 11‘11\"1.||.\<-.
Josephin
ST dor
that.
muny
“Yos,

but why was it

t think yvou should ask m
Towve thought ill of me
times.  The rveason was—

=1

*That I wanted you to stay, Do

Long!

We were silent o long time:  And

all the while I was sonreling .ilmutl

in o mind suddenly gone emply tor)
the wards I wanted te siy.  They
sinly. wouldn't come,

And then [ became aware aofl

something . rapiurous
Something was

pastavpr 1\ 10
stealing slong

3514

my

wvm, so-hight thae I oeonlid ‘.::ul
and !

thilaugh iy eoitl =ioeve,

Liitle Things —

but Important

NJI ittle
rising imonnt nf

And vou

eginee—until it's spent!

tliines !

{

When' youwlre saving money, voi,
get the lest idea of how inporiant
lim-—v little items  veaily ase. Fop

1 dcm:mta Lere hav enabled;

34 r Rock families andi
business nen])[[ to get  Q  rescrve
tund thot opened new fatures of|
comiort, canvenience  and  happi-
ness.

ONE AR will Stavt an
recdnnt. And opny penevsus
pey cent antevest  will' add to
Vvoup savings. .

AMAKE THIS BANK YOUR BANK

Bank of Blowing Rock

BELOWING ROCK N. C.

Every day
in the year

Did. \.(.\"':." Teshity

o theycuel-
EONIETLE
bause that
refreshes

School days or vacation daw.
drink of Coca-Cola provide:
one litcle mmute that's always

long eaough for a big resc.
Every bottle sterilized.

Over 8 million a day

oy

IT HAD TOC BE GOC:
TOUCET WHERS 1r s

Coca-Cola Bottlling Co.

BOONE, N. C.
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wird for it——I've never heen in [ Tl
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The big forward march of Willys-Overl:

20-year history, with sales exceeding the entire 1927
output, came iuly with far more sales thin any pre-
vious July. 100% more W hippet and W itllvs-Knighe
cars were purchiased than dur'r\,r_r Juiy last year.
This success is 11f T Surprising. W hipper Fours

and Sixes snd the thrc areat W illys-Knight

Sixes ofiera hf“— ree of cot .rlr\r:, p.hr,nrnmnl_e

safety and economy never previously
available at such extremels low prices.

Orders now accepted for prompt
delivery.
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modernly engineered

MILLER MORETZ MOTOR COMPANY

BOOME, N, C.

rever realize  ite| MmVuW.HWﬁ%%VM%H‘.“%&%%’MW.%‘:\'M"-"» e e T T T Y

THLE BREAKIENG
SALES RECORDS |

GREATESYT JULY N WILLYS-DVERLAMND HISTORY

and continues!
Following the greatest six menths in W ilivs-Overland’s

Come in. Let us arrange for an
early demonstration so that You
may judge for yourself the per-
formance; .!bl!lwnf any uf tllese

Hay Time Is Here

Q

L

Rakes.

ee us for Deering Mowers, Rakes, Tedders. Sweep

Also a complete line of tools far makino hay by

hand—Sevthes and Snaths, Pitchforks. Stacking Farks.
Look over your Mowers and Rakes now and come by

V

our repairs and be ready for work when the season is gn.

McCormick and Deering Repairs in Stock

If you are in the market for an Oil Stove €, 1t 1s to vour ad-

vantage to see us now for special prices.
we take pieabure in statmg that we have
for the price ever offered in Boone.

Ifqtisa R:morf,
the Bf ST Ranwe-

We have no sensa-

tional demonstrations or special salesmen but offer vou

straight from the shoulder a dollar's

W,

looking over our hine.

worth of service for

our dollar in our store.  You will do yourself a favor by

BOONE HARDWARE Co.

EVERYTHING IN HARDWARE

Slogan: “‘Plant More, Grow More, Have More.”




