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THE COUNCIL AT JERUSALEM

LESSON PEXN/I—Acts 15:1-35,

GUOLDEN. TEX { the Soo shall
oitke you free ye shall bé free lodeed.

PRIMARY TOPIC—God's  Childre» |
Rtefuse to Guarrel

JUhnOR L'OPIC—Chrislians Coosult-

B Tonethor.

Il‘v'! ERMEDIATE AND SENIOR TOP-
IC—Pau! Dpporey Relizions Prejudices,

YTOUNG PE E AND ADULT TOP-
IC—Faul Srands for Christian Liberty.
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I. The Controversy in the Church
at Antiogh (¥v. 1-9).

‘This  diffichity Wwns A wost serious
one; for it threatened the disruption
“of the chureh into Jewish and Gen-
tile divisivns, It was ool n guestion
of the adiission of the Gentiles intg
thie churelr Tt had been  settled
some 'yvears hetore when  Peter e
ceived Coruelivng and his' houschold,
The question  aow . on what
'gronnd. can: thoy be recelved ? Should
Gentiie comverts he required to keep
the Mosaie law as o condition ot sais
vation?  This. issue was brouzht on
by the cowming of corinin mien  from
Jemsalent. who declared. “Escept e
be cipsumeiss after the muanper .
Aloses, ve ecannnl be saved (v. 1) The
nquesthon was eo difficalt thar  Paal
agd Barnnbns wore unabile Qo put
them fo silence. These Jewlsh legal
ists g the letter of | tiie  Seripturé
roptieint sidel They conls
the command witere this was enjolned
npor  helley (Gon. 17 558). Paul
gould Aot pelit tod mny o Seriptire
where it fad heen abrezated 1 Panl
cauli o piend thot Abeaxbam was justi
fied - befure be was: circunicized,  his
anturonistes eold opswer,  “Yes, bul
afrepJustiicativn thel pite wns :éi'fim.‘f
Iy fisposad * Che hratheen at - Antioch
decided o refer e malter to the!
CHRrGEET di - ekt LT

Paui anad SBariabas angd otiers were |
sSeni- s deparation: to demsilem

t1. - The Deliberations of the Councii:
vy, G210

1. Berer's eveenh (vw.o6:11),;

e arened thit God liad borne. wit'| 5

ness <t o

& nectptanceof the (Gisn

Tileg by givite - the o Hole s Spiril
theny: ag unlo the Jaws (Aoks 103

41). Since therafore) God nad not pusl

a4 differonee it
8B [0

< tan!oonnd - Baviinbas  rehearsed)
their axperience (v, 12), !

wonlilibeTelly for then

They 1old bow 1har Gog hag sat Higl

seal of pporoval on their prenching.
of  salvnation. by grace through  faitt
apRUT  fronr oworks. by the workingi
or_signs and wonders throvgh thiem)|

2. The argament of James (ve, l-l‘
ﬂ'[)‘ 7
He rock the facr declared by Pelﬂl

angd showed how- it harmonized wltl?

the prophiecy of Arncs (Amos 9711-15) |
‘He shiowed tlat the: reception f mq
Gentiles was nof in conflict bur Tc:
strict harmone with God's plan; Asj
seu forth o James' “speech, God's
plin is s follows: -\.I

{13 To tike oot frem among thei
Genriles a péaple for His name (v 14)
This Is whot s now poing on, (ihe
preachiong of the eospel to the ‘end:
of the earth, aud the eallinz oot n'{-
the chiurch.

(2) Afrer the church is completeg
and rémoved, the  Iseaelitizn n'nim[
‘will be converted and cestored 1o rhl-i:l

land and priviléges by the Lord Him
self at His cetorh (ve. 16, 17).

13} -Following this will be the. com
version - of the world through clie,
ggency of converied. Israel (v.17, f
Item. 11:10). He showed” thal there
is ‘no Tconflict when  the Scriptures)
are righody divided. His judgment wns'
that the Gentiles sbouid wor be tron
hled with things that are Jewish, huyl
should be” warned: to) “abstalo” frox
pollutions of idols, and {rom fornica !
tion, anc frow (hings Strangled. anc|
from Dlood™

1. The Decision (vv. 22-20);

The Jerusulem church caine to) &)
unanimons. sgresment - and necepied
the rec:nlmmn offered by James. Tley’
nor ouly seol 6. lefter statine the t}p-
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Unthemther

verts dheyld h reEneet fom

hie Jaws i ahsLiiniog Dom . uents)
affered’ o ddls fram bioad; - from
eatine flgshs that had heen strangled,

and of cunrsey from the inmnovalities
Hohi Were So' snmamon among those

wha wershipped - Sdole; Furthern,

thase | gonverts evervwhere Were

drrid to sond- bhaek affarings fu" the
noor. sncthe cliréh at SJerasaliem:
Those Tormall Conclusions Wore T
ported. at Antioch and’ uecepted:

Cision oithe conference, DL Mok Thie
wise precaution of sending influentin!
men along with Paul and Birnabne
to-beir the sahie testimony by word

of “rwiouth.  This letter venjed (he
am;l_mrl:v of the Judaizin_g., fonehers
(v. 20, andldeclared the methed! by

‘which this decizsivn bad heen: reachse
(¥¥. 20-29)0 The Eloiy Spirit was 1¢
beé given first plave; and the Geotile
believers: were instriuctéd to. absiaip
from ments oftered to Cidols  from
hlood, and' frone things sr_r'mqled. antl
Tfrom fortication.

IV, The Decision Delivered to the
Church (v¥. 3045)

The chureliz was Called togerher. o
neiar/the report. s reading l:rouﬂ-hr
rejoicing.  Thev Liwpss now | [reeto
prosscule (the Fronr missioninrs. work;

Knowing How to Pray
The lite of a mun upun eidnit isca
wirfire: and v is wueh berer, in the

widst of enemies and dingers. o he
acquainted  with vone  fortress - than
with qunnyirns He thit ‘koows luny
Lo pray maye bes pressed. but canbot b
Ihes overwhelmerld:—NRoberr  Leiriiton,

Enemies Hard to Fight

It will reguire wore sthan ‘o few
nonrs: of tysting and. prayer to 2ast
ont-such demons as selfishness, world-
liness, and unbelief.—T. L. Cuayler.
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Complete trucks - . . . a complete line of trucks
++ . - complete owner satisfaction . « .+ « So runs
public appraisal of Graham Brothers Tiucks.
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