BOONE
SKETCHES
By J. C. R.

LET'S FLAY SANTA CLAUS!

Untold dozers of letters to San-
ta Claus ave finding their way to
The Democrat office . . . rough,
misspelled, poorly - written little
messages, mavred sometinmes by the
dirty hands of the juveaile scribe.
Faith in Santa Claus, Iaith in hu-
manity, faith in God . . . all of these
impelling virines manifest them-
selves in little children when they
scrawl these simple words, “Deare
Santy Clause.” Kids without dad-
dies, kids without mammies, kids
without homes, kids without friends,
-+« each and every one of them
dream dreams of a cheerful, round-
heilied old gent who resides up at
ithe North $ole in a castle of ice,
and on the Ilay of the Nativity
distributes his goodies with prodi-
gal hand {0 good little children in
overy Innd!

Christmas, day of peace and good
will, brings its pitifual  parallels.
There are the hundreds and thons-
ands of satisfied children, with dolls
and tricycles and air guns and
toy soldiers snd teddy bears and
candy and fruits . . . little tummies
brimming over with the choicest
foods, little bodies clothed in the
finest of parments, little lives sur-
rounded by the beneficent protec-
ton of indulgent parents. But furn
the page, and another pictiure comes
into view . . . untold thousands of
destitute boys and girls; untold
thousands of little faces drawn by
poverty; untold thousands of little
hearts longing for the “foolishnrss"
of the Yule season; untold thous-
ands ‘of emply siockings dangling
limply at cheerless heirthstones:
untold thousands of little minds

distiosioned by the hroken proim- I

T T e e e e
hood,

e Ioeal American begion post
it making & sincers effort to bring
Christinay cheer and Christroas
kilok-knacks Into every hut and
hovel of Watangs County. It is «
tremendons undertaking. It sutuils
weeks of work and worry, huan-
dreds of dolls and toys, hundreds of
pourds of candy and nuts;, hundreds
of yellow oranges . .. and hundreds
aof dollars in cash! Citizens of the
county, who love the Lord and His
unfortunate children, are asked to
wo-opernte in this worthwhile move-
ment . . . or, in other words, are
given the opportunity to share theis
worldly goods and  thelr carthly
‘pleaspres with the poor and needy |
of the cunntry-side. Crusading wels
and drys, whose shibbuleth for
mary, many moons has hern the
“spiriteal” upbuilding of mortality
‘are urged to coordinnte their views
on speak-sasies, suloons, State-con-
trol. heer, wine and potent prohi-
bition slop, dig down In ikeir pock-
ets, lend their voices to an unde-
niably Christlan cause . . . and do
# jub that wiill honestly and truly
bring joy ever to tha angels in
Eeaven!

Donutions sy  be left at 'The
Democrat office o1 turned over to
members of the Legion committee.
It's up to the men aud women of
Wataugs County . . . and they've
never failed!

AS AN AXE CUTTETH!

Thomas Edward Bingham, whose
clarion voice for mavy years hes rip-
pled the shingles of Watauga'as tem-
ple of justice as he hurled the “whys”
and "whiches" of Blacksione, ot cet-
era, into the hairy ears of jurora with-
ocut number, heaping damnation or
tributes of praiec, as the case might
he, on the Lraubled carcasses of @
thousand defendants . . . is a versa-
tilc authority in (hings far removad
from the legal pasture. Mr. Bingham

Fw’ith garme fish, the
y brought Lo this section a vast income
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DISCONTINUING OF
LOCAL HATCHERY
BRINGS PROTEST

Citizens Cite Advantage Gained from
Operution of Rutherwood Plant and
Aslk Officinls to Retain It. State
Game Offices Are Abollabad In De-
partmental  Reorganization and
Etheridge Is Named Head.

Authorization of the discontinuance
of the State fish hatchery at Rulh-
erwood, neer Boone, as a&n economy
j measure of the Conservation Depart-
| ment, has brought n storm of protest
1fmm citizens of Boone and Watauga
County, who contend that the batch-
ery is operated at a minimum cost to
the State of North Carolina, that land
and pipe lines for the project were
given by the county, thnt relief funds
bhave heen used in beauiifyving the
premises, thal local sporlsmen have
contribuled a full share to the sue-
cess of the enterprise, and that by
supplying the streams each season
hatchery has

rom. visiting anglers.

Numcbers of latters have Yeen for:
warded to Raleigh protesting the ac-
tion of the bpard, and many believe
it I3 yet possible to save the hateh-
ETY.
AL the meeting of the department
heads last Thursday in Raleigh, the
offices of commissioner of inland fish-
eries and Siate game warden, held
by J. 8. Hargel and Charles H. Eng-
land, respectively, were abolished, Du-
ties of the two officials were assumed
by R. Bruce Etheridge, director of
the conservation department, until
the next meeting of the board in Jan-
uary. The assistant State game war-
dens were given additional authority
over county wardens serving under
them, They may appoint or dismiss
county wardens with approvil of the
director.

£.T. WATSON DIES
TUESDAY NIGHT

¥Former Couinty Commissioner, Pen.

manship Instructor and  Church
W R B e e B a8 . s wEa
LARCLR LA e el AL tRRRees

ness. Fuperal Servives Uaday.

T

old, former member of the Beard of
County  Commissioners in, Watauga,
church waorker antl teacher, died at
his home at Brookside Tuesday eve-
rning after an illness which bad ap-
peared serious for several weeka:
Funeral services are to be held to-|
day at 11 from thé Pilot Moaniain
Eaptist Church on New River, and in-
terment will be in thé nesrhy ceme-
iery. Hevs H: M. Winkler, the pastor,
and Rev. L, A. Wilson will be in
charge of lhe obseguies. = Arrange-
ments. will ‘he in. charge of Reins-
Sturdivant Funeral Home. :
Surviving is the widow anrl the fol-
luwing children: Walter Watson, De-
troity C. D. Watson, Bristol; Mra. G.
. McGuire, West Jefferson: Tummer
Watzon, Weat Jufferson, and Murlie
Whatson, Broakside.

Mr. ‘Watson was & member of the
boird of commissiopers during one
term, 1912 to 1914, and rendered ef-
ficient service to the péople of his
county. Since that time he has been
engaged oftentimes to. conduct com-
mumity: writing' schools; and was a
graduate in Sunday School institute
work and appiied much of hig time to
ithis endeavor. He was ut all times &
legder in religious work, but Inter-
eated himself also in all othar move-
ments. for civie betterment. He was
widely known throughout this part of
the Staile for his sterling traits of
character and kad a 'great host of
friends and reiatives. o

Mrs. Newton Greer
Succumbs Saturday

* Mrd. Newton ' Greer, B3-year-old
resident of the Triplett community,
died Saturday from an illncss which
was precipitated by the infirmities
of her advanced age. Funeral was
conducted the following day at 11

strode into a loeal hardware store a

few days ago for the expresy pur- graveyard.

po-2 of buying an axe. The obliging

clerk preeured a dozen implementsinay and Alhert Greer, and Mrs. J. A.
and displayed (hem with auspicious| fartiey.
courtesy in front of the praspt.-cﬁvei

customer. Ficking up & double-bilic

spechmen, Lawyer Bingham cast an
‘appraising eye down the heam, rsn
expert fingers along sharpened sur-
faces, balanced it in his hands . . .
and vocally ruminated as to the cut-
ting qualities this particular nxe pos-
sessed. A small crowd assembled, and
the obliging barrister elaborated on
his timely subject. He delved into the
far-distant past and recalled numer-
ous gihlets of ‘concrete evidence” in
defense or disparagement of each toel.
‘Weight, balance, the size and surface
of the flying chip, the ease of manip-
alation, the joys and sorrows of a
woodcutter . . . every intricate phase
of an intricate “profession” was
outlined for the benefit of his embryo

and interment way' in  the  famiiy

Swrviving are three children;: Jas-

Mrs. Greer was the daughfer of
Droyel and Aamandan Wheelar and had
spent her life in the Triplett section.
She was well liked by a wide circle
of friends. i

The peanut erop of Hertford Coun-
ty i3 reported to be very short with
growers interested in borrowing mon-
¢y on the crop as 'in the cane of cot-
ton.

audience . ., . and Alex Autou, emer-
itus professor of the chopping sclencs,
Auavely offered repeated “amens” as
the recital continued. 'Twas an able
discourse that ended abruptly as the
lawyer picked up a three-pound pole
axe, favorite of the amateur, and

Zachary Taylor W'ats'm.\, 6% years|
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Near Two Hul’;ldred Men Gain

As Highway_, Projects Are Approved

Not Accepted A,

One Watauga -chiilm:mity Has

F orm Relief

Other conununities may rant m
ravo shout the crime wxye, the ma

“want and miscry  eoming  in

triet in Watauga County, the de-
prassion has brought few tribula-
tions—In fact so few that not once
has the helping hand of the Fed-
el Government béen called upon
fo deliver to the people of this
peaceful community évén so much
A AT TR UL BE
dime in relief funds.

A Democrat men received this in-
formation 2t the office of Smith
lagaman, Superintendent of Pub-
lic Welfare, the other day and he
questioned his own eurs when told
that such independence was abrosd
in Watauga County, aud it's the
only example of this kind known
in any county roundabout. Mr. Ha-
gaman, noting that the people from
that sections never called at his
office, became anxions. Tons nof
fiour had been distributed, bales of
cotton cloth, overalis and bloomers;
“dugaloo’” money had been distrib-
uted to the multitndes, and yet no
reqaest from the Coc't School Dis-
trict. The reliof office thought per-
haps information was lacking down
that way, and inguiries were sent
to Miss Grace Mast, who tutors
wwenty boys and girls in the neigh-
borhood school. Miss Mast in furn
bronght back the thanks of the
people for the consideration of the
relief workers and with them' the
information that the folks there
had plenty to eat, enough to wear,

-0V
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ral decadence of youth, and ihis |

and dhdn't care for any out-
il And that's news!
3 Coplc School District, in case
ui_s't_;_qmw. is located next the
m -'m hoynnd. lll.nu.'h]g'
ok, ‘nnder the mountain to
o of Balley's Camp, Seventy-
five people live in this seclnded vale,

the autos flash by high above on
the Lenoir road, bul they just go
on planting aed reaping sid rear-
Ing thelr children, educating them
and teaching them the fear of God,
and ths o of honooahls tolf. I6s
8 rich section in naturul wealth,
truck crops and produce luxuriate
and furnish a reguisr income to
the happy populace. A fine school
is operitted there and the folks sup-
port their church, ns well a5 them-
selves. ‘A [ine, upstanding people,
they live at peace, and enjoy plen-
ty and doubtless smile at the way
people outside the secluded villey
depead on the government for sus-
tenance.

Bauner Elk long since came for-
ward as the perfect town, but Cook
School District cccupies an equaily
enviable position. Unlike Ranner
Elk, it Is Incorporated only by the
bonds of its rigid independence, and
is governed by the thrift and in-
tegrity of its people. -Such folks
uever run afoul of the law either,
50 mayhe tne record of the Avery
Clounty community is excelled. Any-
way, Cook School District should
have a blue ribbon furnished it
large enough so that it could ba
‘seen for miles around. It is, we

daresay, as perfect as human be-

were getting along fairly well thank

ings could mike a settlement.

Times. Children Urged by Legion
Have Been Dinated. Expect

A special committee, appointed by
Watauga Post American Legion for
the purpose of entertaining the needy
children of the county at a Christ-
mas tree, reports that plans going
forward -indicate that the huge un-
dertaking is destined to fill its mis-
sion in a most successful way.

The' Legion is trying to guarantee
that the county-wide Christmas tree
events will be complete and the ef-
fort is being inade to give all the
poor and needy children of the coun-
ty some small ‘oken Tn keeping with
the Christmas spirit. Santa Claas is
scheduled to visit Boone on Saturday,
Decemnber 23, with toys for the poor
kiddies, and it is asked that parénts
of these children make every effort
to have them in Boone on that day
as it will obviously be hard for the
good Saint Nicholas to reach all the
homes affected. .

headed Ior the tall rimber.

FUNDS ARE BEING SOLICITED BY LEGION
FOR COUNTY-WIDE CHRISTMAS TREE

Extensive Plans Being Made to Make the Kiddies Happy Over Christmus

to Be in Boone on Saturday Be-

fore and Receive Presents, Several Thoosand of Which Already

to Reach All Needy Families,

to a member of the Legion commit-
tee, have already been given for this
distribution and if a sufficient amount
of cash can be raised it is hoped that
Santa will have something for every
child who wisits Boone: while he is
he~as .

If the weather permits, Santa can
distribute the presents from the
Christmas tree which is to be placed
on Main Street, and merchants and
other business men are urged to dec-
orate their places of business in keep-
ing  with the holiday season, in an
effort to make this the best Chriat-
mas Watauga County has ever known.
Citizens are asked to be as liberal in
their contributione as poastole, and
send check or cash at once as it will
be necessary for the committes to
have the funds within the next few
duys 20 that the toys, fruits, nuts and
candies may be purchased at whole-

Several thousand items, amrdlﬁg

(Continiued on Page 8)

and glance up occasionaily to see |
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Civil Works Employment Office Was
Opened East Thursday by R, 8,
Swift and More thas Six Hundred
Unemployed Have RHegistered. 381
Jobs Will Be Given to Wataugs
County Citizens.

.190 Now at Work and

More to Be Added Soon

ATRUst Trw maaaras esan havas ol
lendy gans ke vl O Lo Pay Loun
following the approval bf five highway
projects in Watauga Sounty, and the
remainder’ of the allotment of 881
will desert the ranks of the unem-
pleyed just as rapidly as possible, it
was said by R. 8. Swifl, manager of
the local employment offices, Mon-
day evening. Thase who have already
gainéd’ employment - represeai, LSS

of the county, the remainder of the
quoti’ to come from regutration un-
der the C.>W. A\ The rate of pay
ranges from 30 to 50 cents on roads
and 4Hc 1o 3110 on other projects.
Five: Projects Approved

Information coming to the  State
Highway oifices Sunday was to the
effect that aill projects ansked for this
county were approved.. They include
improvement dand surfacing of the
road from the Wildwood Nurseries on
Blowing Rock road to Ahn, the build-
ing 0f & road from Bethel to Heese
in* Beaver Dam Township, a  new
Meat Camp-Pottertown road of two
and a half mbles. The beaatification,
planting and clearing away’ ci the
right of way on the road from Boone
o Blowing Rock and on %o the Czald-
sell' county line on the Yonahlossee
15 alsc contemplated, anc . projects
embracing work at the college and
at various county schools are. ex-
pected to gain approval secon, The
men, It is understood, are working
for the most part under the regular
road foremen, and work will he push-
e a3 rapidly as the weitther will per—
mil, each man being ailowed thirty
bours per weck.

Reglstration Brisk

The employment offices were open-
ed by Mr. Swift Thursday morning
and  a multitude of unemployed
swarmed about the courthouse dur-
ing the succecding dnys. Elacksmiths,
carpenters, painters, lawyers, preacn-
ess, farmery and  laborers rubbed
shonlders as hundreds of filing cards
were filled by the office force, pre-
Hminary to the selection of the coun-
iy's quota. Monday, however, the
cards gave out, and activitizs nad to
be suspended until Wednesday wnen 2
ew supply of the blanks were made
avallabie. Six hundred: and twenty

two registered and testified that they!
. wanted & job, and some two or l.hresl

end of the week.

ADVENT (HRISTIAN CHURCH

On the firat Sunday in each month
services will be conducted at the Ad-
vent Christian Church in Boone ny
Rev. W. L. Trivett.
will conduct tne services cn the sec-
ond and fourth Sundays, and C. G.
Hodges on the third Sunday. Sunday
 School each Sunday morning at 10
o'clock; Loyal Workers Sunday eve-
ning at 6 o'clock, and prayer services
and choir practice Wednesday eve-
nings at 7 o'clock.

of - the - Civik Waotks --A:dn!lnini.mtiun,; w. Gh GMEJS

nnmber taken fiom the relief rollsi 5

TEACHERS MEET
" WELL ATTENDED;
' FIGURES ON COST

| Practically All Teachers of the Coun-
|ty Present ut County-wide Sesuion;
| Fivn Sueh Mectings to Be Hold Du-
- ning Coming Ycar tu Daovclop =
| Health Program. Superintendent
| Hagamun Snubmits Bigaras.

{  Ewery hign 2chool principal and
| teacher in Watauga, with one excep-
| tion, and practically =il the elemen-
| vary tutors gathered at the Demon-
stration School last Sauturday evening
to participate in  the county-wide
;meol.ing‘, which was the first of five
| similar gztherings 1o be held with-
{1 the next vear. Each meeting will
| be devoted to planning and develop-
ling a health program for every acnool
iin the couniy.
{ "Our ieachers are a fine, capable
| and lgval group, said County Superin-
flendent Smith Hagaman, in discussing
!Lhe meeling, and added thal the i1ax-
i.m}“?rs of Watausa zre gelting more
jand bhetter schools for less money
| than ever before, “It costs, all told”
| Mr.  Hagamaw eontinoed, “about
| $23.80 per child for the eight months
fterm or for Lthe average family of
il.wf: $43.6C. The average family pays
[ o thes- 53.00 {n sales lax, leaving
| $40.60 to be pail by somecne else.
| *“Dhink of getting an eight months
schonl for nn average family for only
$£3.00 und this paid in a way that the
i taxpaver can't miss it-—like you buy
j¥eus postage stamps."
| 'We now have ‘an eight months
i!\i;hi';l:] term in Wataugn with a great-
ly reduced tax,” said Mr. Hagoman,
| ‘and it is guite probable that the
much maligned sales tax is destined
to be the . most popular tax thut has
]evcr been levied in our State, if it is
possible that any tax can ever be soid
0 he papuler. 1 hope to see the day
coms when all taxes will be paid in
P properly adjusted income tex, manu-
| fecturers tax, inneritance tax, privi-
1lege tax, sroall sales tax, ete., so that
{when' the fiseal year ends all taxes
wiil be pald-—paid ia littles throuch
the year, like you pay your gas tax.
Then there will be no sheriff or tax
colleetor around Lo sée you; no homes
{or property ever to be sold for taxes.™

War Veteran Will, Distribute Checlcs
or Wages Under Clvii Works Pro-

Jjects. Checiks Will Bo Belivered
Each Saturday Morning,

Waiter . Greene, Worlid War vet-
eran of Boone, has been appointeil
digburning officer for the Civil Works
Adnministration ‘in ‘this: county. Mr.
Greene i5 peculiarly suited for this
position on account of qualifications
#5° well 88 experience in’ the army
along. similar lines. The appointment
came without solicitation on his part,
and in taking up the new duties, Mr.
Greene nag lssied the following state-
ment: -

“All persons embluyed under the
I CWA in inis county will be paid by
E:::lw_-:!»'. drawn: on the Treasury of the
| United States,

“It is requested that on each Thurs-
day afterndon, immediately after time

lia checked ‘and included for Thurs-

{day, that each foreman or time Keep-
er turn in the time Lo the County Ad-
ministrator of all persons working
under him.

“This. should be done promptly so
the pay roll'¢an be made up and the
checlrs issued for delivery on the fol-
lowing = Saturday morning. These
checks will be dalivered to each fore-
man at the county Disbursing Offi-
cer's office for the persons who are
working under him.

“The county Disbursing  Ofiicer
will not deliver any checks to per-
sons: or foremen on the job where
they are working. :

*Tt is our desire to co-operate with
each ones so far as we can, that the
CWA program may be carried out as
accurately 235 possible.”

Joe Greer House Is

Fire of an undelermined origin

Saturday and threstened to consume
the structure which iz’ located rum
North Water Street. Firemen. were

nundred more sre expected by :helgme to extinguish the flames but not

before the building was damsaged per-
haps to the extent of hundreds of dol-
lars. Mogt of the household furniturve
had been removed bfoere the flames

is said to be partly covered by in-

Kennelh Barrs | gsurance,

durable leather which may be used
for all ordinary, purposes and the
methods of tanning are clearly ex-
plained in & recent extension circular

department at State College.

e i . (i A b e,

Damaged by Flames

damaged the residence of J. BE. Greer

were placed under control, The loas

Tanning hides at home will supply

prepared by the animal husbandry




