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But mercury bhas skidded down
the thermometer's - tube to  the
wern regions . . . the western biast
carcles a bitter sting . . . Molher
Earth iz cloaked in white . . . moun-
lain trails are blocked with drilts

. Ring Winter has clutched the
northwwest highlands in an ley Lrip,
aml opinions formed and expressed
Iw the pleasant. almosphese of car-
iy fali are publicly reversed as the
mngination conjures desolafe e
lures. of poverty and suffering in
hack-wash cabins . . | pictures of
undernovnrished  kids and  pinch-
faced mothers hovering around the
vmbers of a dying fire . . . of bare
feet and fattered backs . . | of bel-
lies that “ery aloud” for hacon and
heans . . . of shuck beds with flin-
sy coverings ., . of the misery that
walks hand in hand with the storm!?
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There are hundreds and hundreds
uod-for-nothing husbands and fa-

indigence ‘und  general ;
5 ddeprive iots and lots m|
uf daily bread and bare ne-
af . life. They, along with

Hr allroed dependents have become

# malling bundeén one ithe henevolant
shoulders of  our Unels Sanmuel! Ad-|
wittime that the ovérwhelnitiz ma-

rity of the aforementioned parasites |

waerth not one damn - stoutiy
ocating the chop-hlock for nml'r.-'n;
f of them ami heartily
nning the hoggish tactics of those
whose cxistence comes from.-the toll!
ol influstricus countryie L all of !
Ih-‘rso l.him.a are. a4 pleasurnble privi-|
ge ot a foolish sentiment | we II‘
i I.H it llmt anyway ) overwhelins "“'.
whien the blizzard strikes . and wae
we thank God that the Big Boss in
\Washington has a decp-sented fomd-
ness for “human values” . that
there IS an Emecrgeney Relief Ad-
ministration that millions and
millions of dollars ARE being spent
in & conscientious (perhaps wasteful)
effort to alleviate suffering . . . that
there's salt pork, and blankets, and
overalls, dnd Liodr, #ml facd arders
being scattered here in Watauga | . .
for it's awfully cold weather!
.- " 9 &
WOULDST THOU ADMINISTER ?
Mrs, Thomas O'Berry, vzarina of
the North Carolina Relief Admin-
Atration, was somewhat flabhergas-
ted . . . at lenst it sounded that
way . . . Wednesday afternoon, wiien
iie Sketch Man long-distanced her
office for informuation regarding the
appointment of arp overlord in the
five-county unit which includes Wa-
taugn.  Missns O'Berry can talk
v 2 just like a machine-gun can
shoot . . . but at listening fo a hili-
Billy jounranalist, she's not what a
feller would call a finished hand!
“as a relief administrator been
appointed for Watauga, Ashe, Al-
teghany, ete.?” we anxiously in-
quired . . . and back over Mr, Bell's
slnging wires came a brisk reply:
*We're  employing only trained
soclal  workers—those who have
o technical knowledge of the prob-
fems at hand!” 1n a voice none
too steady, we sought to assure
the good lady that our ambitions
ran not toward the exalted oifice
of a food-hander-outer . .. that we
merely craved a bit of news for
The Watauga Democrat, “Oh, you
are with the newspaper—I see—bat
we're seeking outside administra-
tors . . . persons trained in relief
work!" . . . and the O'Berry vocal
organisms were just a wee bit
strained, so to speak. “We'd like
to know, for the benefit of our
readers, whether or nol an admin-
istrator for this section has been
named 2" ., . we tried again. “No,
not yet,” came the reply, “but only
trained persons . . . Just af this
point we gave up the ghost, and
utiered a feeble “Goodbye!”
L R
If there resides amongst these blue
mountains a  highly-frained social
worker . . . ane who has an uniimit-
ed knowledge of those peculiar tech-
niealities which surround the dispen-
sation of cotton blankets, rancid beef,
doubtful eggs, and denim overalls .
we'd suggest that he or she test the
thoroughness of that education by
asking' Mrs. Thomas O'Berry a sim-
ple, every-day question on the tele-
phone!

FIFTH SUNDAY MEETINGS

Mr. S. C. Eggers, promotional com-
mittee chairman of Three Forks Bap-
tist Association, ounc>s that a

2T,

number of Fifth Sunday meetings are
being contemplated for December 30.
‘Churches desiring a special program
for that date should get in touch with
him at once.

scasion thiz column has voiced
-np:..\.ll of the Federal Emergen-

mil=
American dollars are
olif, even N8 pearls among swine,

population |
remirks were made

the

-when o single blanket brought !
when the lnr-.

R

encouraged by imurovement
Christmas business so far this year.

* | Blackburn, Elizabethton, Tenn.; E. D.

LH.REMMAb TRADE |
HEAVIEST INYEARS
SURVEY REVEALS

Chicago, San  Franeciseo snd Hansas
City Roport Tremendons Increase in
Holiday Buying, St,
December Biisiness Thirty Per Cent
Over 1933, Shop Keepers of Nation
Carry Optimistic Smiles.

Chicago - The swiftest’ flow  of
| Christmas spending: in, years is swirl-
ting in on the nation's merchants,
A m " Christ-
mas tr

showed

Sundiy
2 dn many eities

2

i %] o

ronged. as ‘hizh 38 1-

per cent
above Tast year.
thouses bristled with bullish  enthusis
asm, and predicled éven sharper gains
as the holiday approaches. :

In Chieago, in San Francisco, and

in Kansas Cily, the gquestion ‘how
good is Christinas husiness ?" brought
Lhe unanimous answer:

Best in ‘years!™

And with the
lincreased employment; all along the
(hne, with 500 department and gift
store employees added  recently in
{Kansas C ity ;

Washington, with its influx of Mew

the nalion in improvement in Christ-

| ar tl 25 per gent gain ove

{: the _‘.\,ne

X iher ol gov-
erinment workers there have increased
rrom G4,000 to 02,000 in a vear,

tromlk in

A year agoe. The nu
I

Texns

In Daliis, Clitton Linz, president of
the  Retail Merchants A ation |
SAtere; sald inereased sales Ythus far!

wbstantialty better than the sarmoe|
od in 1831 and  have \'llTrnﬂ\'
viped put tallk of hard tinies!

In Louis, where husiness is 4

or ahead of lasy
kants reportod that o st
yBive o Lhe season is the apn
ter ity goods hing made
stonier.
San Franciscs, where the gatn lt:m]
aiready Leen from 10 to 20 pereont;
dd o n Ubuying boom' before
Christmas which svould shatter rec-
orids of severnl vears.

Salt Lake City department store
managers reported  Christmas husi-
ness was 25 to 40 per cent better than
last year and that buying began ten
days sooner than in 1934.

Stores Urowded

Estimates of the gain this year over
1903 in Minneapolis ranged from 10
to 205 per cent withrall exe T
porting stores crowded with shoppers;
The same story wus told by Indian-
apolis: stord managers with a roport
that “loxury linés and toys are sell-
ing more yeadily " than laat year,
Many stores in  -Portland; Malne;
waore caught short of helpiin the un-
expected iverdase In Christmas busi-
ness, with estimatey cof the first
weel's buying set as kigh-as 30 pe
cent more thunaasy, years Thirs, oo,
store operatars. reported Ehe denand
was for better grade soods than lags
MEAL,

Franic 1. Mayficld, presidentiof the!
Herugps-Vandervoort-BEarney  Co. in
St. Louis, sail Chrisimas sales the
opening weed were aboui 25 per- cent
above last year's and that the Ymost
noticeable tendgancy is that people are
buying better merchaindise than jast
year : }
Leon Mandel, of Mandel Brothers!
in. Chicagn, said “Wwe are vecy, much
in the
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Apparently we will have _the best

Christmias: business ‘since 18530,

MRS. BLACKBURN
DIES AT AGE OF 78

Great Aunt of Sheriff Howell and
Sister-in-Law to Late Manley B.
Blackburn Buried at Todd Satur-

day. Five Children Survive.

Afrs. - Rhoda Blackburn, age 8
years, prominent resident of the
Todd community, died at the home
of & son, Mr. Exl Elackhurn, with
whom' she had been living, on last
Thursday.

Funeral services were conducted
from the home by the Reverends C.
¥. Wright, P. L. Smith and H. L.
Winkler on Saturday and interment
was in a neighborhood cametery.

Surviving are five children: W. E.
Blackburn, Morganton; - Marvin

Blackburn, Todd; Mesdames Sally
Ray, Oxford, Pa., and Cleo Hopkins,
Elizabethton, Tenn.

Mrs. Blackburn was the former
AMiss Rhoda Howell and was a great
aunt of Sheriff Al Y. Howell of Wa-
tauga County. She was married to
Mr. Alex Blackburn, eldest brother
of the late lamented Manley Black-
burn of Boone, and had been wid-
owed for about six yecars. She was
prominent in her home community,
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vew York.—Frineess Alexis 3di-
; Tormer Barbare Hutton of the
American Waonlworth miillions, is ot
nome for o visit. She denies that
there has been o rift between the
|u‘il||'|- aml herself,

NIGHT FIRE RAZES

ISPROLE*.-S DWELLING

Losses Tovareed a5 Blaze

sttoys Bosone Home of Mis, Kliza-

lith Sproles, Home & neceupiced,
Origin Nut Yot Dofermined

i

Lansreom dwelling - of
Elizabeth is ‘in. ashes as
the vesult of an carly morning blaze
Maobay the origin of whicli has not
vdletormined, The siren was soun-
m., hut helyre the
volunteer depactniont hayl redaehod the
provoses, e (lanie kad made such
headway that thore was no chance of
gavings the dwelling, A nearchy build-
ing, atlso thy property: of Mrs, Sproles
Wis siaved by steady streams of was
ter.

Lass of Three to Five Thousand

The house was unoccupied at the
time.of the conflagration, was a.com-
paratively new building and excel-
lently constructed. The loss has been
estimated at from three to five thou-
sand dollars, little or none of which
is covered hy insurance

There had been no recent fires in
the building and /it i3 thought that
the blaze might have been the result
of depredations committed by night
prowlers,

Sproles

Avery Balsams to Be

Used at White House|

Santn Claus wiil conie Lo the White
House 1this year - under two trees
L .m':p!nntml' froiy Avery County, ac-
cording Lo n story in last weelk's Av-
erv Herald, which rontinues:

CArrangemienis were | compicted
this' week to take two symmelrical|
balsam Tirs froim Avery County to
the White 'House lawn’ where they
will-serve‘as. Christmas trees during
the Yuletide holidays,

“H. 0. Reohbins, nationally known

aurseryman, has received the contract!

for the two lrees which were to be
taken to Washingion late last week
by L. C. Clark of Newland.

“One of the trees is to be taken
from the picturesque home of Mr, and
Mrs. A W. Ray of Newland, and the
other is coming from the attractive
lawrn of Charles Baird, county attor-
ney.

“The entire section for hundreds of
miles around had . been combed for
the past several months for trees
which' would snit the purpose (the
best Christinas trees in the country),
and the honor fell to Avery County.

“Ciark and a crew of workers were
starting to remove the 25-foot trees
with enough sod' so that they could
he transplanted to the White House
lawn and live. 1t was estimated that
each tree would weigh at least three
tons.”

Wataugans Will Attend
Baptist S. S. Conference

Afr. 5. C: Eggers, local transporta-
tion organizer for the Baplist Sunday
School Conference, which is to be held
in ' Raleigh January 1-4, is anxious
that Watauga County make an ox-
cellent showing at the meeting.

Mr. Eggers states that North Car-
olina churchmen believe that this will
be the greatest Sunday School con-
vocation held in the world in 1935, and
if attendance exceeds that of the four
previous conferences, it will be the
largest Sunday School gathering ever
to have been held in the world.

An attendance of 5,000 cutside of
Raleigh is expected by officials, and
Mr. Eggers urges a fuli delegation
from Watauga. Those who intend go-

where she was surrounded by a host
of friends,

ing fromm Watnuga are asked to com-
municafe with Mr. Eggers.

MITCHELL SOLON T0
SPONSOR BILL FOR

{GAS EXECUTIONS

apital Punishment Under Discussion
in Capital City Tollowing Triple

Orgy of Death in Electric Chair.

Opponents to Death Penalty Tuke

Advantage of Agifation. Other

News from the State Capital

By M. R, DUNNAGAN
{Special Correspondent)

Raleigh, N. C.—Capital punishment
in all of ita gruesoricness has been
under discussion extensively in cecent
days and ls expected to reach to the
1935 Gaeneral Assembly i some [683-
ion, following electrocution of thres
white mien at State’s prison last week
and soun after electrocution of three
Negroes,

Also, Dr. C. A. Peterson, Spruce
Pine, Mitchell County legislator, hus
'said he will introduce ‘a bill to pro-
wide for lethal gas chamber execu-
tions, in place of the present electric
chair. ‘A few states have the gas
chamber. Some still have hanging on
the gallows, while the majority have
the electric chair.

Bascom C. Green, 44, his son, Les-
ter, 22, and his =on-in-law, Roherl E.
Black, 28, paid the death penalty
jast Friday for murder of T. C.
Barnes, cashier of a Taylorsvilie bank,
about u year ago, when the three
men ad Mike Stefanoff, foreign
horn, heid up the banlk. Stefsuipff hard
previously been electrocuted, A fow
weehs before three negroes were alec-
trocuted for murder.

Brings Up Age-Old Quostion

These clectroculions and Dr. Peter-
Bpu's propesal will bring up the vheles
fiatter of capital punisbment, with

[the jilkely suggestion that it be abel-
iIshed. T'eople genervilly, except those
wio come in contact with oene of the
first degree capital crimes-—nowrder,
arson, rape and burglary—apparenty
think the ‘death penalty should bhe
abolished. When they or members of
Lheir family hecome victims, they be-
cumie ardent advocates of capital pun-
ishiment, usually.

People who aoppose eapital punish-
menl often dub it legalized murder

*tand say it should not he permitted.

They forget the crime often, as well
a8 the aim of the law to prevent a
person given lo murder, or the other
crimesti from Again preying upon. sos,
ofety. Sul the abolitionists can sHr
up lots of sentiment.

FUNERAL HELD FOR
LANTA ADA HODGES

Former Watauga Girl Thought to
Have Been Vietim of Foul Plivy. Fu-
neril at Smithport Monday. Body
Found Near Baltimore, AMd.

i Funeral services were conducted at
1lSmiLh1mrt Baptist Church in
Founty Monday for Lanta Ada Hodg-
eE, former resident of Walauga coun-
it whoga lifaless boady was
near Baltimore, Mdl, the weok pre-
vious. An uncle, ‘an B. €. Hadges,
1:\"‘ Boone, conducted the services and
{\was assisted by Reverend' Black-

burn, Intermeant was in that comn-
munity.

F Surviving is the father, Mr. R. L.
JHudger, well known  in Watauga,

{where he was reared, six brothers and
.gix sisters: Gurney Hodges, of West
Jefferson; Robert Hodges and Olis
Hodges, North Forly, Va.; Charlic W.
Hodges, Raven's Ford, N. C.; How-
ard W. Hodges, Franklin, N. C.; John
Hodges, Rughy, Va ; Mra: Lester Cox,
Shulls Mills, N, C; Mrs, W. G. Dil-
linger, Kenith Square, Pa.; Mrs. E,
R, Taylor, West Jefferson; Hazel, Ad-
eline and Mildred Hodges, of Rugby,
vay

According to such meager infor-
mation as The Democrat could se-
cure, the body had apparentiv been
dropped from a car near Baltimore,
and the official verdict was that she
had met a death of violence. No par-
ticulars, however, are available as to
how she was supposed to have becn
slain. 3

Miss Hodges was an admirable
young lady and a member of the
Smithporl Baptist Church. She had,
it is understood, been emiploved in
Ealtimore.

Doughton Works"t; Aid

Local Potato Growers

Attorney Wade E. Brown, chairman
of the Watauga County Agricultural
Committee, is in receipt of a letter
from Congressman Robert L. Dough-
ton in which it is stated thai he is
exerting every effort in trying to find
out what can be done in Washing-
ton for the relief of mountain potato
ETOWers.

Mr. Daughton says he has had the
matter up for several days with the
Relief  Administration and the De-
partment of Agriculture, and that he
will: communicate further with the
committee shortly.

Through Mr. Doughton the organi-
zation is endeavoving to stabilize the
potate market.

For Social Justice

|

5-{

Dietroit, Mich.—Fhe Hev. Charles
E. Coughlin, Radic Priest, has
laenched a new purty. (s name is
American Union for Socinl Justice,
He has issued invitations for mem-
bers and outlined a plan for chap-
ters in every county, city, town anad
state. The enrollment is without {ce
and supported only by voluntary
contributions,

DEATH COMES TO
MRS. J. P. BOOGHER

Aged Resident of Blowing Rork Sne-
cumbs to Atlack of Fneumonia.

Body Taken to Si. Louis for In-

terment. Six Children Survive,

Mra. John P. Boogher, 85, for the
past. twentv-six years an estecmed
strpmer resident of  Blowing . Rock,
tlicd at her home there Tuesday after
an iliness of four weeks, Direct cause
of her demise was given as pneuln-
nia.

The body is being taken Lo Bt.
Louise, Mo, for interment, and iz be-
ing accompanicd by two daughters,
Misses Ethel and Elise Boogher of
Blowing, Rock and St Louis. Four
other children are listed among the
survivors: J. Silver Boogher, Kansas
City, Mo.; Ernest H. Boogher, Seat.
tle, Wash.; Mrs. A. W, Stone, Tampa,
Fla.; John P. Boogher, St. Pctersburg,
Bia.
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‘Boogher, who' was born in
Baldwin County, Alabama, in 1849,
was well known to many Watauga
County people, particularily in the re-
mion about Blowing Roek, where the
deceased lady spent the most of a
quarter of a century of her life, She
and-per daugliters, Misses Ethel and
Elise Boogher, have for years oper-i
ated one of the most popular hostel-!
ries on the mountaiv top, and she en-
Joyed

fnatives

Ashe rwith

i

found !

1a well Wleserved popuiarity with
the traveling: puilic as well as the
of [his sectivn. Her kindly
charitable disposition, tocether
othver: characteristicsn: posscssed
v Cheistian womannosd, caused
to’ be held lin sensril eateem;

and

Yo

Watauga Experiences
First Heavy Snowfall

Priceded by an
fall, Watausa Coun
coldest wellther of thé s2ason Thurs-
day night when mereury in the vicin-
ity ol ‘Boone dropped close lo the
zeéro, mark, readings of frem Lo G'
having heen reporied. ‘il“hl
winds' accompanicd the frighdl waye
and. whipped the hedvy snowfall iulo!

ight-inch  snow-
expetienced the)

i
o

abave

trif{s inm every  sheltered nook and
cranny: Highway maintenance forces

were  kept busy Monday night and
Tuesday keeping the lanes of trans-
portation open and traffic has pro-
ceeded without interruption.

The snow began to fall Sunday
night, continued through Monday and
scarcely abated during the day Tues-
day, although grectly lowered tem-
peratures prevailed. Wednesday mor-
ning the sun broke out and by noon
rapldly rising temperatures were be-
ginning to melt the snow on the sun-
ny side of huildings.

Last Returns From

Red Cross Roll Call|3

The Red Cross Roll Call  drive,
which closed Thanksgiving Day, has
Leen' describod as an unusally suc-
cesaful one, more than two hundred
members having been secured..  'This
represents an ircrease of more than
100 per cent over last vear.

Chairman J. D. Rankin gives the
following list of members turned in
fromi Blowing Rock: Dr. C. H. Ber-
ryman, Glenn Coffey, Mra. H. C.
Hayey, Mrs. J. H. Winkler, Martha
Teideman, Dr. Mary Warfieki, Mrs.
Lioyd Robbinsg, Mrs. David Milton,
Mrs. Norma Gragg, Dave P. Mast,
Mrs. Gene Story, W. W. Williams,
Paul Bingham, Russell Henson, W. D.
Farthing, Winfred Winkler, Smith
Hamiet, Mrs.. W. L. Holshouser; Mrs.
Dean Bingham, Boone.

Mrs. David Milton, in addition to
her regular dollar membership, made
a donation of $19.00.
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BOONE SHOPS ARE
AGLOW AS HOLIDAY
SEASON ADVANCES

Merchants Have Viml With One An-
other in Muking City aun Jdeal
Christmas  Shopplag  Center. Ag-
gressive Publicity Program, Coupled
With Financial Ireprovement, Bodes
Greatly Increased Trade,

‘Windows. resplendent with decora-

Btions svnonomous with the holidays;

right light, evergreens and artificial

ginow providing a background for the

Hi¥picy of every sort of gift St. Nich-
pias could crave with which to fill
iz bag, the shops of Boone are all

=set for what their proprietors beiieve

muy be the jargest Christmas trade
enjoyed in this city since the depres-
si5n pleced a finger in the retail jack-
pot.

Merchants have outdone themselvea
tiiis year in  providing Christmas
wares, and whether an individual gift
ligt requires an automobile, a radio
or g five-cent doll; or most anything
in between, it can be adequately filled

in the old home town.

Advertising Lineage Increases

Further than that, the business men
are telling folks about their merchan-
dise this year with increased adver-
tiging lineage and direct mail pieces,
a suprems effort being miade to con-
vinee the most skeptical that Boone
is the logieal shopping center not only
for Watauga County bnt for people
in adjucent sections of the bordering

' counties,
The Democrat today carries mes-
sages from & large mmmber of the

business houses of the town, designed
egpeciully. to facilitate the work of
Christmas shopping, and a large num-
et of other business houses will come
orward next week with offerings
vhich—-by their nature—are most
profitably publicized later,

It is hoped that the mountain peo-
1le will take advantage of the gppor-
tunities being offered them by the
Pprogressive merchants of Boone, do
their shopping early and economical-
Iy, and by all means trade at home,

FIRE FIGHTERS
TO REVAMP TOYS

('hlltlrcu of Town “"llo Have Discurd-
ed Toys Asked to Donate Them to
Needy Ones. Banquetl for De-
partment Next Tuesday.

Children of the eommunity and the
outlving communitics ‘as well  who
hiuve Loys which passed  their
day of usefulness or which hove been
discartled, are nsked hy Pat McGuire,
chief of the local fire department, to
tender them to the destitutoe children
for Christmas, My, MeGuire asks
that the tovs be brought tn the city
hallor in him personaily as early as
is possible in order that they may be
repaived in ample tims te make glad
the hearis of other chiidren on Christ-
mas morning. Those finding it incon-
venient th g0 to the city hall may
communicate direct with' - Mr.  Me-
Guire,

At the same tirpe it i snnounced

have

tthat Incal firemnen will be hosts to the

Blowing Roek Fire! Bepartment at a
banoued 1wl the Emnie) Boone Hbtel on
rext Tuasday evening.

Boone Youths Arrested
By Federal Officers

North Wilke.-‘hmo,- -B:ll and  Cecil
Bunizarner, giving thuir residence as
Boone, wers arrested and placed in
jail here Thursday night by Federal
Revenue Apents Teonard Roupe, J.
C. Fortner and L. T. Jones on charges
of transporting liguor on which Fed-
eral taxeés had not been paid.

The young men were carying six
gallons of liquor in their car when
they were apprehended by the offi-
cersn, Their car was' confiscated. Pre-
liminary hearing was held before U.
S. Commissioner J. W. Dula and bond
was fixed at $500 each.

w«g@ﬂ%@ﬁ%&?@%@ _
BUSINESS '
HOUSES . . .

who for one reason or an-
other do not carry Christmas
messages in The Demoerat
this week, are reminded that
the next issue goes to press
as usual the afterncon ahesd
of the date line—December
19th—and wiil reach practi-
cally all county readers on
the 20th, thus allowing three
more shopping days after the
offerings are before the peo-
ple.

The publishers are anxious
to go as far as is possible in
preparing ads and relieving
the shop-keepers of this ex-
tra burden when desired.
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