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Washington, Dec, 30--Nothing s
giving the administration more con-
cern than the problem ef what to do
about onemployment and the reliel
of the unemployed. Wita business in
most lines: almost back te the pre-
deprission level there are still, ac-
cording to governmenl cstimales,
aboul 8600000 persons withoul jobs
Of these, the WPA s taking care of
about 2:400,000,

There are also nearly nine milllon
persons; counting all of the families
of the unemployed, who are receiv-
ing direct reitef from stale amd local
sources.. Much of this money comes
out of the federal treasury

The federal governmest is spend-
ing above 165 milliop dollars a month
on WPA ‘wagez alone.  The prablem
is, iow ean thiz burden of relief ex-
pemditures be continued if at the
same time federal expenditures  in
goneral nre to be refhuced ?

Two Belief Views

Taere 1e a deecided confliet of opin- I
jon as to what ought to be done. On |
the one hand iz the group of relief |
workers, headed by Harry L. (Hep-|
Xine" WA administralor which |
hiolds that reltef should he regarded |
a8 a permanent policy of the federal |
governminl,  These folk believe that |
there is no likelihood that husiness
and industry will ever ahsorb all the
pation's employable citizens, especi-
ally sinee ahout 600,000 young per-
sons reach the working age every
year, adding to the available labor
supply.

On the ofher hand there is a large |
group which helieves the time hrmi
conie to turn the problem back to]
the states and their local govern-
nients. This view has important sup-
port.  Mr. Roposevelt is, therefore,
under pressure from two sides, each
urging upon him a polley diametri-
cally opposed to that of the other.

There are complications; political
and. otherwise, in the way of either
course. A strong lobby has devel-
oped,  composed of governors of
states and mayors of municipalities,
Who are united in  opposing  any
withdrawal of the fedoral govern-
ment from tha relief situation. They
do nol want the responsibility of
nulting tha hurdimt unan. their dseal
toxpayers

Another complication is the atti-
Lude - of many hbanbers of congress,

age of the federal relief organiza-
tion wesful to themselves. Tndeed,
there is a feeling In Washington tha!
congress may block any attempt on
the part of the administration to
eurtail relef expenditures, and insist
upon  appropriating | more  money
than the president asks for

The situation holds the posaibility
of a row between president and con-
gress, 1F the president does, a8 many
believe he wiil, accepl the view of
those who think it is time to call’ a
halt on federal relief;

Nutional Defense Thought 1

Thd = {5 no doubt: whatever that
officia  Washington iz jittery on
the s eet of war: -Although  there
does ny « appear to be a war clond
on. ouy' national  horizun one¢ hearts
men. in high places emphasizing the
necessity of strengthening, our de-
fenses on land and sea and in the air.

What gives officials here the jit-
ters,| seemingly, js the belief that a
general Buropean war is impending
and that this time the victor will be
a nation or combination of nations
which nave ne iove for the United
States and who will look with cove-
tous eyes upon the opportunity for
territoyial accessions and coloniza-
tion of surplus’ populations which
‘the as yet unoccupied parts of North
ard South America offer

There may have been more Lhan a
goodwilli pesture in President Roose-
velt’s trip to South America. Back
of it might have been the feeling
thiat the twe Americas  needed to
stand together against possible ag-
gression from Hurope or Asia. = If
such a situation should ever develop
it is_likely the United States would
have to bear the larger share of the
burden when it came to resisting at-
tacks from overseas.

" Something of that thought may
lie behind the  request of  Harry
Woodring, secretary of war, for au-
thority to recruit the 1. S. regular
army at once up to its full legal
strength of 165,000 enlisted men; by
January 30, 1837,

. Becretary Woodring also proposes
10 increase the nationai guard from
189,000 to 210,000, to call 30,000 re-
serve officers to active duty for two
weeks each year instead of the pres-
ent 20,000, to enlarge the capacity
of the citizens military training
camps, enlist about 150,000 “special-
ists" in the army reserve corps, and
to rush to completion the army's
program of 2,320 fighting airplanes.

Mr. Woodring does not say that

_.expects & war, but he wants to be

feady to fight if necessary. &
The +Official” Election
“The official counlt of the ballots

November $ has been completed, and
‘the presidential electors have met

in their respective states and for-|°

1Continued on page four)

duneiivn

-ut wihohi-are dead,

Alt records indicite 'that Repre-
sentative Lyle 1. Boren, 27, (D) of
Oklahoma. will he ' the  youngest
inember of the new congress which
convehes January 5th.  Represen-
tatlve Boren celebrates his next
birthday May 11th.

AGED BAPTIST
DIVINE IS DEAD

Reverend Monroe Grapgg Had
Preached in Watauga Coun-
ty for Sixty Years

One of the county's prominent plo-
neer aninisters, Rev. Monroe Gragg,
well Rnown and esteenied cltizan of
Blowing Rock, died at his home on

Wednesday, December 23, following
i period of failing  heailh  since
April 6. He was 84 years of age.

Funeral scrvices wore conducted
Thursday at 10 o'clock at the honie
hy Rev. Ed Hodges and Rev. W. D.
Ashley. Interment was in the Sims
semetery  at  BElizdbethton,  Tenn.,
with My I Clyde Eelly, of the Reins-
Sturdivant  Funsral Home, taking
care of the arrangeiments,

Surviving are the wife, Mis, Mary
Gragg, of Blowing Rock, one son,
Joseph Gragg, of Shell Cresk, Tenn,
aml one brother, Albert Gragg, of
Civy, Ky, and 21 grandehils
dren.

Rev, Mr. Gragg was born {ic Tens
nesses-ancs same Lo North Carolina
with his parents when he was but 2
small hoy. He was converted when a
young man and joined the Baptist
chureh. - He began his study of the
miniatry very soon and was & loyal
minister for 60 years in Watauga
county,

He was first married to. Rachel
Whitehead and to this union were
born eight children, three boys and
five girls: Mrs, Joe Wagner, Mrs.
George Berry, Mrs. D. L. Berry,
Dehie Grage, Harvie' Gragg, Rov
Grage and Mrs. Monroe Gragg, all
He was married
Lo Mrs, Finley Gragg on July 7,
1932, who survives. :

PRESIDENT'S BALL
BEING ARRANGED

Mayor Gragg Appoints Commit-
tee to Arrange for Annual
Benefit Dance

Mayor W. H. Gragg has announc-
ed the appointment of Messrs. Roger
McGuire and Gordon Winkler as a
committee on arrangements: for the
President’s ball to be held at the
Daniel Boone Hotel on January 30th,
and specific details ag to the annual
benefit entertainment will  be  an-
nounced soon.

In referring to the appointment |
the mayor asks the co-operation ¢
all the people in making the ball a
successfui one, and belicves there is
no better  purpose. than' thar for
witich the proceeds: are used.

As usual the proceeds from the af-
fair, wneih is given on the Presi-
dent's birthday, will “be divided be-
tween local sufferers from infantile
paralysis, and the children who are

‘patients at the Warm Springs Insti-

tution in Warm Springs, Ga. Presi-

dent Roosevelt, himself a8  sufferer

from the dread malady, established

4this institution.

Bradley Gets Large
Returns For Tobacco

idr. Grady Bradley of the Brushy
Fork section, believes he has set
something of a record for a monetary
return on a fractional part of an
acre seeded to burley tobacco, Mr.
Bradley states that on a measured
seven-eighths of an acre, he produc-
ed tobacco which brought $800 on
the warehouse floor, for an average
of 56 cents per pound.

The highest grade tobacco 'in the
load sold for 70 cents; other bnskets
brought 65, and a small guant.ty of
bad green brought 815 cents.

The, toucar: uses its enormous bill
as an arm for reaching fruit.

1

Zeh Harman Mg

From Iruunes*ﬁcceivcd in
| Affray in Which Axe and Pis-
tol Figured; Harlic Harman
HelG in J.ul

Zeb V.
zen of the
Beaver Dany township, is a patient at
the Banner hospital, perhaps
fatally mjured by the blade of a fly-
ing axe, flung at him by a neighbor
and distant Einsmnn, Har-
as the iwo engaged in an af-
fray atb the home of the latter Tues-
day afternoon.

F-‘:umu well known  eiti-

Rush Branch section  of

Kik

Harlie
man,

or not the injury would result fatal-
iy, penling further developments.

Harlie Harman is being held in
jail. pending the outcome of his
neighbor's injuries,

According to information secured
by Sheriff Edminsten,  the trouble
started between the two men when
Zeb Harman shot a dog beloiging to
Harlie. The wife of the latter, the
slory  goes, came to Zeb's plaice and
made some remarks to him regard-
ing” the injury to the canine, at the
same time stating that she  would
like for him to come and get his hog
off Harlie's premises.  Zeb is alleged
to have offered an apology for shoot-
ing the dop, stating that he meant to
scare it, and procceded i;m:lmliatcl,v
to go in quest of the swing,

When he arrived ut Harlie's place,
the latier was on the porch and Zeb!
told him lie couldn't see his hog, and |
iz alleged to have received the ceply
“If it had Leenr a dog you. wauld
have seen {6 Zeb s then said to
have drawn his knife, and Harlie Lo
have seized an axe, whereupon Lhe
knife was replaced and 4 révelver
brought forth. Harlie started with
the axe¢ and & roond ‘as fired fron
tne revolver without effect, the man
with. the gun running, his assailant
close behind. During the time, it is
said, Zeb had an opportunity to has-
tily relgad and fired two or three
more shots, one of them barely graz-
ing the thigh of THarlie. As Zeb
erossed a fence, however, Harlie flung
the axe from a distance of several
feef, with the damaging results, He
followed the injured nian io the “line
[fence' and returned  homie.  Zeh
reached his home and went Lo bed,
where he rémained alone for some
hours without medical attention. He
wis given first aid tréeatment by Dr
King scounty heaith officor, and re-
moved at once: by the sheriff to the
hospital.

The injured man is kaoown as one
of the oulstanding men of his' com-
munity, while Harlie is also said 1o
be a subalantial citizen. ‘There are
evidences that there had heen a
grudge hetween the Swo  in years
pest, but understanding is that re-
cently they had been living as good
aid friendly neighbors.

Sherifr Bdminsten fays: there is no
sisposition on the part of either of
them to shun any of the facts in the
case and that the story of the affray
is told in'substantially the same form
by - each one.

MOODY INFANT DIES

An infant son of Mr. and Mrs.
Vernaon Moody of Biowing Rock, died
Monday night, and funeral services
were conducted from the home Tues-
day. Interment was in the vicinity
of Sugnr Grove.

SERIOUSLY HURT
IN FALL ON ICE

J. S. Winkler Returns From
Statesville; Had Arm and
Shoulder Fractured

Mr. Joseph S. Winkler, well known
citizen, & member of the personnel
at the Harrison Chevrolet plant, re-
turned Sunday from' a Statesville
hospital where he had been for treat-
ment on account of serions injuries
sugtained when he fell on the ice the
first part of last week.

Mr. Winkier was looking after
feeding some catfle on h is farm
near Boone, when his feet slipped on
an icy surface, breaking his right
arm at two places and crushing the
shoulder.

Mr. Winkler is resting as comfort-
ably as could be expected aud phy-
sicians bolisve that ‘he should ghow
a reasonably early pecovery.

“New York—Aaron Burr, was. the
first leader of Tammany Haill

$0 ot Rcr-m.'m-I

The axe blade entered the back
Just’ above the [eft kidney, and phy-
HSICIANS were atnable lo siale whether |

|
| ALL READY TO GREET THE NEW YEAR |

o P

ek

Abhove is picturad but one of A

New Year-—this one, howeve

ABOUT THE TOWN

Springtime  Weather Pur\radc‘:l
This Section Christmas; Lit-
tle Disorder

Boone bepan  bright  and  early)| |
FMonday morning tosrésuine it asual
L routing after having enjoxed a halis |
Ly seascn, which for hapbiness and |
quistyde wayg seliom excolled in- thai
cammunity

Christmns day Lhe
Drigit andoauiny a5 siasn
dents of the town for the most part
stayed around their respective prem-
1505 nnd observed the Christmas holl-
day In o' sane and happy fashion.

Police: revords indieate thav there
was Jittle of disorderliness, and  {he
arrests  for drunkenness during|
Christmas and  over the week-end
were helow those reported for many
previous wedk-ands, in which no holi-
day - flpured;

Saturnday the business houses ol
the town enjoyed a ' holiday, muny
made trips lo other points, while the
palmy weather continued, and there
was little activily about tows.

The first davs of the past week;
tho streets of the town werd fammed
with holiday shoppers, and while but
Tew mierchants’ have made -4 Lhor-
ough check-up and  comparison ot
their Christmas trade with a year
ago, most of them thought the first
af the week thal receipts were great-
er than during any recent holiday
shopping season:

S. M. Glenn Kll]ed
In Missoula, Mont.

Friends and members of the fam-
iy are grieved to learn of the death
of Mr. S. M. Glenn, of Miasoula,
Montana, who is a native of Watauga
county and the son of Mr. and Mrs.
Jo L Glenn, of Sugar Grove. Return-
ing home from work Monday morn-
ing Mr. Glenn was struck and in-
stantly killed by sn oncoming lrain.

Mr. Glenn is survived by his widow
and four children, ' Miss = Carolyn
Glenn, Miss, Jean Glenn, a sarried
daughter, and Mr. Avnold Glenn, all
of Missoula, Mont.

weather  was !

Andoragis

'SUSPEND WORK
ON PARKWAY

Winter Weather Causes Partial
Shutdown: Much of Grad-
‘ing Completed

Several contractors on the Bsix
sections of the Blue Ridge Parkway
in Alleghany, Wilkes, Ashe and Wat-
auga counties have suspended work
during the winter season.

Four snows have already fallen on
the summit of the Blue Ridge where
the cross-country boulevard is under
construction and contractors deemed
it wise to suspend operations for a
period of two months.

About 80 per cent of the grading
has been completed from the Caro-
lina~-Virginia line to a point mnear
Deep Gap on the Boone Trail hetween
Boone and North Wilkeboro, a dis-
tance of about 60 miles.

The biggest task now facing the
contractors is crushed sione surfac-
ing, which is covered in the contract
lca]ling for grading.

v, from a throne
Bumpus, college junior of Fasadena, Calif.,
annual tournament of roses at Pasadena an New Year's da)-

CHRISTMAS QUIET |

| nounced at the postoffice department
| recently.

{the mutual exchange of ohscene liter-

merica’s queens who will greet the
of roses, Miss Nancy
will rule the reaim in the

|OBSCENE MATTER
CANNOT BE MAILED

Postmaster Gwcs Oul Warning
of Departinent as to the Use
of the Mails

Postinaster W. G,  Hurtzog asks
i The Poemocrat to publish the follow-
ing recenl bulletin from Washington
dealmpg with the use of the maiis for
the transmission of ohscene - litera-
ATTRS

Encouraged hy the 15-year federal
panitentiary sentence meted out to
sayle R, Clevelind  of  Pensacoia,
Fia., alias Miss Georgia Clayton and
Aiss Gayle Claveland, ou chirges of
sending obscene matter through the
mails, the poslal inspection service
has igunched a nationswide drive on
obscene  correspondence  elubs  con-
(ucted through the mails, it was an-

Cleveland - was  the © aperstor of
“The Letter Cluly Different;” one of
numeraque.  ohscene | acrreésponding
clubs, which have for their purpose

ature, photographs ‘and drawings,
and which have been uncovered by
postal inspectors!in various séoticns
of the country. The Pensacola “Let-
ter Club heferent™ of Cloveiand, wae
condileted in the same manner as-are
the other  obscene correspondence
clubs v..hlc"u arc now the subject of a
tar-fiung roundup by fedecai pnstad
inspection service.

As gperator of the “club!' Cleve-
land would insert advertisements in
the cheaper magazines offcring for a
small fee, usually ten cents, to put
interested persons in touch with oth-
ers of either sex who were interested
in the exchange of literature and
photographs of an obscene  nature.

{Continued on page 8)

Fred Norris Burned
As Gasoline Ignites

AMr. Fred Norris of the Rutherwood
section, suffered severe burns Tues-
day afternoon when ‘the gasstine
from a pipe on a bus caught fire, as
lic sought to repair the machine.

Mr. Norris, who is & popular driver
of a school bng, had completed his
day’s run from Desp. Gap. He had
been having some trouble with the
bus and had crawled under the ma-
chine - and ioosed a gasoline feed
pipe, in an attempt to discover the
trouble.  The fluid became ignited in
some manner, perhaps from the heat-
ed exnaust’ pipe, and  Mr. Norris'
hands were viery seriously burned
before he was able to exticicate him-
self. Although he will be unable to
resume his duties for some time, it
15 thought that no permanent injury
will result.

To Finish Degree
Work at Peabody

At Jeast three local people will
leave the last of the weck for Pea-
body College, Nashville, Tenn., where
they will be enrclled for the purpose
of doing necessary scholastic work
toward receiving their degrees.

Prof: J. T. C. Wright of Appa-
iachian College, will remain for eight
months, doing his last year's work on
his Ph. D. degree, while Misses Lu-
cile Miller and Myrtie Brandon are
working on their Master's degree.

fa son-in-law,

WATAUGAN SLAIN
IN SUNDAY MELEE;
SON-IN-LAW HELD

Dillard ' Coffey Adm!is Firing
Shot That Killed Raymend
Dellinger Following Offticial
investigation; Oecurred
Yonghlossee Road

"
on

Raymond Deliinger. 41 years
old. was instantly killed Sun-
day afternoon at his home on
the Yonshlossee highway, five
miles from. Bloewing Rock, and
Dillard Coffev, is
held an the county jaill having
confessed to the firing ol the
fatal shot.

Shenff Edminstesy
and County

his  déepuoties
Coroner Rirhard E. Kel-
5 e’ of

the ROVy noand
four womern, .\lm were yu..h‘-rn. at
the Dellinger hoe, u-"n' iiling to tes-
tify as to who fired the shot. Conse-
quently ail the men were placed in
jall, & guard put aboul the premises
50 ihat none might leave ar enter,
and an intensive investigation and
questioning  ensued, which  resulted
in the confession of Coffey at three
o'clock Monday. The prisoner's only
reason given the officers for having
sent the bullet from a 38 calibre re-
volver through the breast of his fath-
er-in-iaw. was “hecause I hKad
threatened so many times,”

George Townsend, one of the seven
held during the investigation, sup-
plied the sheriff with the informa-
thon which finally resulled in the con-
fession:  Cofféy had gone from the
house, onto the porch, it appears, fol-
lowing some words with  Dellinger,
iand (L was there the shot was fired;

The sheriff states, as does Mr. Kel-
lev; that reports in the nelghborhood
were to the effect that bad feeling
had existed hetween the two men for
somel time, bul that there was no evi-
dence of them having been drinking
at the time of the homicide. It is
said, however,
of spiritious indulgence aniong some
of the other nccupants of the house
al the time.

Coffey waived preliminary  trial,
and will ke arralgned at the regular
Spring, ter:n of Watauga  Superior
caurt.

Funeral services for Dellinger were
condueted &t Gragg, N. C, Tusmlay
afternoon, and interment was in that
netxhborhocHd.

Surviving are the widow, ond son
and four danghters.

Decessed was reared, it is said, in
Caldwell" county, but had made his
home ipn Watauga for several years.

T
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Rites For Mrs. Lina Coe
Held Sunday Afternoon

(Boliver | N. ¥.) Breeze)

Funeral services for Mrs.  Lina
Coe ‘were held at her late home on
Pluny street in this village: at 2
o'tlock Sunday afterncon. The Rev.
W. N, Mason, pasten of the First Day
Baptist church of Richburg, officiat-
ed.  Miss Leta Crandall sang two
selections, accompanied at the pianc
by Miss Colette Day.

Burial \was inthe family plot in
the Richhurg cemetery, the bearers
bemg Flowd Stone, Glair Miiler, Hen-
ry Funk and James S Johnston.

Mrs. Coe, whe p..s.:.ed away Thuvs-
day evening at 7:10 o'clock after &
Lingering iliness, was born April 28.
1850 in Pleasani Valley, town of
Wirt, a dJaughter of Albert and Fran-
ces Lawrence, She was ‘united  in
marriage April 17, 1907, to Lee Coe
of Richburg, where thev resided a
number of vears. Mrs. Coe aceom-
panied her husband to North Caro-
lina, where he was employed by the
government as instructer in butter
and cheese making.  While there in
Boone, N. C., he passed away Sepl.
15, 1920, Mrs. Coe  returned  to
Richburg with his body, making her
home there for eight years. She
moved to Boliver eight years ago.
Mrs. Coe was held in high esteem by
thos¢ who knew her.

Besides her sister, Miss Vida Law-
rence, with whom she had lived in
Bolivar, she is survivd by two hroth-
ers, Ivan Lawrence of Allentown, and
Carl of New York city; also a neph-
ew and a niece, Neil and Jennie Law-
rence, both of Richburg.

BACK FROM HUNTING TRIP

Mr. and Mrs. Frank M Payne
have returned from a ten-day trip to

the eastern part of the state. While

away, Mr. Payne was on on two

decr hunts and the party killed two-

large bucks.

Inndmz.—-;‘or centuries pepper was
the staple article of commerce be-

tween Europe ani Asia. It was once
valued on a par with precious metal.

that livre were signs




