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Raled
and honey," where corn and polatoes,
burley tobacco and white-fage steers,
beans and cabbages, fruits, 5355 of
all kinds and fotks grow and “ripen’
to & high degree of perfection
Watauga's Cove Cresk section,
oourset

h, N C—4 land of

Depression days knocked the props

those
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from under
who “spin
weave' in
towns  down
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nipnlators | of
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and
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went on relief
- values shot to
pieces, and men of
frail’ anoral con-
struction shol them-
2o with these hardy

Butf not
Cove CreeKers—ithey could take it.

Cove Creek farm lands had yield- |
&t bounteous harvesis to succeeding
generations of thrifty farm families,
The soil, still prolific, was insensible

selves

to economic change . . | it awaited
the plow and the hoe . . . it could
amply support those who curried its
favor, Cove Creck farmers, with
sleeves above elbows, worked stead-
ily on. They refused to believe that
acres like Lheir could be depreciated
by panie.

Now it develops that North Caro-
lina’s mosl valuable farm lands lie
in Western Watauga. = This atate-
ment owes its parentage to Liewel yn
Cockerham who, during fifleen years
as legal counsel for the old Atlantic
Joint Stock Land Bank, acguainted
himself with every nock and cranny
of lhe state.

“Plant o
ham’s front
cord three

stalke in John Bingh-
yvard; attachk thereto a
miles  long, draw it
around the pole and the circle
formed will encempass the highest
priced farm lands to be found in
Carolina® . . . these are Mr. Cock-
erham's very words.

In explanation Mr,  Cockerham
stated that during the post-war de-
flution of the early twenties, and the
ic, just recently
suffered, farms in the Cove Creek
cotintry seldom brought, under fore-
closure, less than $350 per acre, Rec-
ords of the Land Bank, he assured
the writer, will show no other =sec-
tion with acresges regarded so high-
ly by buyers.

Aud so Cove Creck's fertile valley,
its coves and verdant uplands move
to the head of the class. The Skelch
Mun for a long timne had wondered
where a comparable spot could  be
found—if at all

L] & L]

fust a fow short years ago coun-
ty-seat ploomensters [reely pre-
dicled that Watauga was selling
itself out to the federnl = govern-
ment,  Farm mortgages held by
the Federal Land Bank of Colum-
bia on lecal acreages had reached
an aggregate figure of more than
$580,000. Not a chance to pay
such » huge indebtedness—that's
what the sons of woe thought, and
sald. | And now word comes that
Uncle Sam owns not one single
acre of Watauga dirt . . . that ev-
ery piece of “farm paper” Is cur-
rent . . . that Watauga borrowers
ARE meeting  their ohligations.
Seerns lilke this fact, if fact it be,
mighl merit an additional blue rib-
bon; or gold medal, or something.

* = .

THUMB-NAIL PORTRAITS

A stenographer sits in an office
window across the atreet. A tiny
mirror is held in her Jeft hand; deft
fingers dab at lips and brows . . .
pat synthetic ringlets on  milady's
nape. A smile, not too fetching, is
directed at the mirror, and reflected
Lo milady. | A touch of coloris added
to sallow cheeks, and powder, too.
And the plain steno ia ready fo meet
some chap wwho, In all probability,
believes her to be moré glamorous
than Garbo.

Secretary of State Thad Fure, well
known to Watauga people, is Ra-
leigh’s ™Wo. 1 “9t” man. Immacuiate
of dress, gracious of manner, the
Secretary is popular amongst men-
folks . . . “adorzble” to women, A
young lady, one of those kind con-
stantly in the market for political
patronage, paid a late-afternoon call
on the Secretary recently. Her ap-
pointment over, she and her male
escort left the office, only to find
1hat the Capitol's doors had been
Jocked. “Looks like we're shut-ins,”
said the gentleman, as he sought a
watchman. '“Twouldn't be so bad,”
opined the lady; “fact is, I couldn't
think of anything more enjoyable . . .
Mr. Eure’s 50 sweet!”

Forune-telling was belng discussed.
The wife of a PhD. 'lowed as if a
Vvisit to Madame Paimist insulied the
intellect of the visitor. “But' a fal-
low inclined to belief in things super-
natural  countered, ‘“governors+ and
senators and other political big-wigs
seek  the counsel of clairvoyants.”
With an off-side titter that carried
4 trace of dirt, Mrs. Ph.D, right out
Aand said, “Why, my good {riend,
surely you'd not consider politicians
1o he men of intellect?” ;
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Scouts At Jamboree I

Washington, D. C.—Boy
greeted congressional leaders who

seonts

caume to  atlend their  Jamborese
brealifast at the capitol. More
than 25,000 Scouts from every

state in the Unlon and 24 foreign
countirics were present.

B. & L. GATHERING
AT MAYVIEW 23RD

Serve on Entertainment Com-
mitiee for League Meeting
W. H. Gragg, of Boone, aecretary
of the Watauga Building & T.oan as-
sociation, has been named as a men-
ber of the conumitlee on  vntertain-
ment for the convention “of the
Norih Caroiina Building and Loan
Leagne; which will he held ab May-
view Manor, Blowing Rock, June
23, 24 and 25, Tt i5 stated that per-
hips a5 many as three hundred deie-
gates will’ attend ' the  convention,
which is the second to be held at the
populir summer hostelry withtn the
last few years.

While a detailed program has not
hepn worked out for the convention,
it is 'stated that the whole of Thurs-
day afternoon, the 24th’, is left apen
for entertninment. A golf lourna-
ment wil likely ba arranged, and a
tea ‘at Greystone Castle has
proposed. . An  automobile trip by
the delegates over the scenic road
batween Blowing Rock and Linvilie
wili appeal to many of the guests.

Mr. Gragg and others of the com-
mittee who are most  conveniently
located, will gather soon at the May-
viesy Manor and discuss the enter-
tainment plans with Mr. Craft, the
manager. Shortly after that time a
detailed program will be issiied!

Gragg to Welcome Visitors

Later information is to the effact
that W. H, Gragg will deliver the
address of welcome, which will be
responded to by Nick Mitchell, vice
president of the State Building and
Loan & 2

The tentative program includes
addresses by Frederick Willets' of
Wilmington; George W. Crone, dep-
uly insurance commissioner, and R.
H. Gregory, of Rocky Mount, N. C,
A number of others prominent in
building aud loan circies will speak
during the three days session, and a
complete round of entertainment
features is being worked out.

MANY STUDENTS
ARE EXPECTED

Sum_tper Term at Appalachian
Begins Next Tuesday: Record
Attendance Anticipated

Eikely no less than one thousand
teachers awill converge upon the cam-
pus at  Appalachian College next
Tuesday at the opening of the first
summer {erm, and it is freely pre-
dicled that the term will be one of
the most succeasful in the history of
the institution. =

Large crews of workmen have
been busy about the ecampus for the
past several days, completing the
new power plant, making alterations
and repairs on other buildings and
getling: everything in ship-shape for
the summer opening. Dormitories
have been filled, it is stated, and a
list of private homes in town com-
piled, from which summer school
students may obtain suitable ac-
commodations.

MISS ADAMS GRADUTES
AT MARS HILL COLLEGE

Mars Hil, May 30.—Miss Anne
Adams, daughter of Mrs. Mollie Ad-
ams, of Zionville, swvas graduated
from Mars Hill college on May 28,

The class of 1937 is the largest
group graduated in the history of the
college. One hundred and twenty
diplomas were awarded {o members
of the senior class, eighi to acad-
emy  students, and four to expres-
sjion students. # ;

been |

LOCAL HIGHWAY
OFFICE REMAINS

Councill Retained as District
Engineer; Division Office at
North Wilkesboro

At the conclusion of the two days'
session of the state highwav and
public works comanission in Raleigh
last weelk, it was revealed that Jas,
H. Councill, district enginecer, would
be retzined in his present Boone of-
fice, and that there would be no
change in the personnel of his en-
SMEErINg force. At the same bime
it was datermined that the division
office would he located in North Wil-
kesboro.
|~ The highway commissioners noti-
| fied the board of county cominission-
|ers in 100 counties that they would
| be availtable on stated dayvs to discuss
|hi§:hw3.}' amatiers in the divisions un-
|der the new setup. Each commis-
}sioncr set a monthly meeting at his
oW convenience, with the exception
of the sixth division. which was
withheld temporarily

The divisional meetings, at which
delegations will appear, instead of
coming to Raleigh to present mat-
lers to the whole commission. will
he:

First—At Winton on
| Monday in each month.

Second—AL Kinston on the Satur-
day after the first Monday of each
month.

Third—At Burgaw on the
Saturday of the month.

Fourth—At Wilson on the second
Saturday,

Fifth—At Yanceyville on the sac-
ond Monday.

Sixth—Unannounted.

Seventh—AlL  Albemarle  on
Saturday after the first Monday:

Eighth—AL Wilkesboro on the sec-
ond Monday.

Ninth--At Rutherfordton
second  Monday.

Tenth—AL Sylva  on
Monday.

The notices said the commissioners
would be available on the designated
dates hetween 10 and 3 until further
notice amd that special mectings in
other parts of the divisions would be
arranged fram time to time.

COST COUNTY $6728

Two Hundred and Twenty-four!
Wataugans Are to Benefit
From Pension Legislation

the second

second

the

on the

the second

Estimaies released Saturday = by
the state bhoard of charities/ and pub-
lic welfare indicate that the social
securily program will cost Wataugn
county $6,728 during the fiscal year
starting July 1. One hundred and
nineteen persony are thought to he
aligible for pensinng at a coat ta the
sounty of $4,355, while 105 children
are to come in for aid at a local ex-
penditure of §$2,375.

Preliminary  estimnates indicate
that the 100 countics of the state
must contribute 51,301,154 as social
security funds.

A totsl of 5501154, inciuding &
$100,000 . equalization fund made
available by the state will be for aid
to indigent and$500,000 for aid to
children.

The figures, the division said, in-
dicated the total cost of the first
year's s=ocial securily program, ex- |
clusive of aid to the blind, would be |
about $5,104,616, as. the state and
federal governments also make con-
tributions.

It was estimated thal 24 587 per-
S0n8 65 years of age or older and)
21,837 dependent children  wounld )

(Continued on page 8.)
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RECALLS PURCHASE OF
FIRST PRINTING PRESS

Mr. Noah Winebarger, who called
on The Democrat the last of the
week, viewed the Washington hanid
press, which wuas used for twenty-
five years in the publication of the

35
Army%?New Motorized

Balloon

Scott field, IL—After six

poses,

months of experimentation, tho
department has decided to construct more of these motorized balloons,
They can travel 40 miles zn hour under their own power,
chored to trucks, as shown here, they can be used for observatlion pur-
The balloons are 100 feet long and cost 8370060 each.
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LAST SERVICE AT
OLD MOUNT ZION

Lutheran Church Built 40 Years|
Ago to Be Replaced by Mod- |
ern Siructure

Forty years ago, on August 17, |
1807, the Iate Rev. R. A, Yoder, D
D., then president of Lenecir College,
now- Lenoir-Rhyne, preached  the
dedication sernion. for Mount
Lutheran church on  Meat
which had just been crecled, and of
which Rey, J. L. Deaton, now re=|
tired and living at Lincolnton, was |
paator, and  the late Caleb Wine- |
barger was chairman of the buatlding |
commitlee. |

Tast Sunday,- May 30, the pastor,
Rev. H. Ao Kistler; and Dr. W, AL
Beston, former pastor, and a Lwin
bhrother to. Rev. J. L. Denton, cone

Zion|
Camn, |

fhieted the last service in old Mounl
Zionichurch as il i3 socn o be torn
down s0 that a new hiiding may he |
constructed at A more accessible and |
suj

e location. The church | wis
j day-for the-last serviee and, |
while sveryone was glasd to meet and
mingle with friends and relstives,
one could sense the feeling of sad-
neas that prevailed, for in  this
church imost of the older, and many
of the younger, people present ai-
tended services for many years, since
this was the firsl and only! cnunci
on ‘upper Meat Camp: for  years,
There were about thirtv-five present
who were theie forty years ago for
the dedication sevvice.. Dr. J. L. Dea-

ton was unable lo-come but  s=nt
greetings through his brother.
(At the seyvice Sunday, Dr. Dea-

{on talked of the histarical and ma-
teripl side, while Rev. Mr. Kistler
talked ‘of the spiritual side, ench em-
phasizing the fact that in yazing the
old building in favor of a new chirch
buiding ‘will be & step forward in-
stead of & step backward and, de-
spite the smallness of the congre-
gation, they hope by using some’ of
the old 'material -and co-operation
from friends and former members,
that thev wny =sann ha in the now

buliding.

Many Trout Are
Liberated in County

Fifty thousand brook trout, of
finger 'length, were released in' the
waters of North Fork, Aho = and
Beech 'Creek last week by Charles
Smathers of the local fish hatchery,
and E. B. Mast, county game wir-
den.

Mr. H. G. Farthing, district war-
den, states that it is the ambition of
lis department to thoroughly stock
with trout every suitable mountain
stream during the present year. All
state hatcheries, he says, arc now
filled with fish, preparatory to the
largest scale stocking thus far at-
tempted.

SURVEY OF SCHOOL BUS

newspaper,  and  recalled . tlie . day, |
back in 1888 whan the cumbersonis |
machine was purchased in Hickory. |
Mr. Winebarger states that Leander |
Hartley and Adam - Hodges hauled ]
the press to Boone in wagons, and |
since there were no improved roads
at that time, delivery required sev-
eral days. The machine, which i3
one of the vahied relics at The
Democrat  office, weighs aboul
eighteen hundred pounds, and the
problem of moving it by wagon,
through axle-deep mud, was a grave |
one. The old press was supplanted |
by a small power press in 1913. I

WILD FLOWERS ABOUND
DURING PRESENT WEEK

Visitors to Blowing Rock and en-
virons during the coming week-end
will view the most gorgeous display
of mountain flora ‘which has been|
noted for the past several years. The
rhododendron and other flowers ave
in full bloom and malke a picture of
rare beauty. Those contempiating &
trip to the Rock should avail them-
selves of the opportunity while the

Torests are in such magnificent blos-
80, :

ROUTES NOW GOING ON

Lloyd Griffin, secretary of the
state school commission, has employ-
ed thirleen high school principals to
survey all'the school bus routes in
North Carclina, and C. J. Scott, of
Norwood, is taking care of this work
in Watauga county during the pres-
ent weelk.

Mr. S. F. Horton, of Sugar Grove,
another of the appointees, was in
Madison county last week and this
week is campleting a bus route sur-
vey of Caldwell county.

BIBLE SCHOOLS AT THE
MT. PLEASANT CHURCHES

The annuai daily vacation Bible
school will be conducted at old Mt
Pleasant Lutheran church June 7-18,
The school will open Monday morn-
ing, June 7, at 9 o'clock. .

A school will also be conducted at
Mt ‘Fleasant church on the same
dalte, beginning on Monday after-
nooit at 2 o'clock

Rev. H. A Kiister, pastor, ex-
tends a cordial invitation to the pub-
lic to attend cach school. There wili
be classes for all ages.

CLEAN-UP DRIVE

WAS SUCCESSFUL:

Citizens Co-operate in Effort to |adjunct of the

Rid Town of Rubbish: Many
Hozs Are Moved
Mayor Gragg states thatl clean-un
week in Boone was marked by a high
degree of co-operalion on the pard
of the citizenry and that an enor-
mous amount of rubbish wis hauled
away from home  sites, business
property and vaeant lots. However,
it i said that some few have not
as yel made their places present-
abie, and officials insist thal an ef-
fort be made during the remainder
of the week to finish the clean-up
before the advent of the several hun-
dreds of teachers who are expected
at the opining of the first summer
term at Appalachian Coliege.
Hog  COrdinnnee  Enforeed

1
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POWER MERGER TO
GIVE AN ADEQUATE
CURRENT LOCALLY

New River Power Company and
Northwest Carolina  Utilities
Connect Systems: Boone.
Blowing Rock and the County
to Be Adequately Served

o

e Northwest Carol Lititities,
Ine., of Blowing Rock and the New
River Light & Power company, of
BOOne; - Nayve CoOmpitist & - tuliracs

o

wherehy the current

ated by
the five power plants ned ey
be used =imultaneous;y, thu DE
aren ccoounercial current which

Lhis

adeguate under all cireum-
The merger hus been ap-
by the ube utilities  com-

. and s the outgrowth of 4
1 owhith afficial

of the two

s -have ‘heen sworking for

it fie= SOn-

Lr Winborne, state
utilitiezs comnm o, tnade the fol-

iowing stater

“This will acknowledge reccipt of
vour letter of the 18th, instant enclo-
ing, ‘and requesting the approval of,
a contracl between the Northwest
Carolina. Utilities, Inc., and the New
River Light & Power company, an
Appalachian | State
whereby it i3 pro-
posed to haild a thres-phase, 6,000
volt transmission line so as to con-
nect to the lines of the Northwest
Carolina Utilities, Inc., that of the
New River Light & Power company,
which «on the face of contraci ap-
pears o be mutual and will greatly
enhance the electrical facilities' of

Teachers College,

| both companies and may eventually

4

{
i

1

prave to e of inestimable henefit
to either company in case of drought
or hreakdown.

I 15 heneby authorized and or-
dered that the jine be. buill in aco-
cordance with the contrpct and as
stated in the foregoing it further
appears that the approval of  the
contract amnd buikiing of the line will
enhance  the convenicnce to ' all cus-

Mr. Grags desires particularly to |lemers concerned

express his appréciation and that of

“*Therefore, the said contract is

the town bhaard for the haip of the | 8pproved as hereintefore ordered.”

citizens in  enforcing the ordinance
against the rearing of hogs within

800-Test of A residence. |

The. MOBYOn |
states thak most of the hog-owners

have witlingly complied with  the
town statute and have found: quar-
ters for the swine at a legal dis-
tance from homes or business places.
Officinls believe that the spivit  of
co~operation. shown in this' respect
hias been of the most whule-hearted
variety they have exporiencead,

(HAMBER HEARS
RECREATION TALK

on Meeting Tuesday in Inter-
est of Recreational Project

Miss Elkins, county-wide director
of the WPA recrcational projects ap-
peared before a luncheon mesting of
the Chamber of Codmmerce held’ at
Cottrell's Cafa Tussday, and solicited
the co-operation of the organization
in her efforts to make the govern-
mental program of the greatest pos-
sible benefit to the community and
county.

Miss Elkins stared that splendid
physical equmuipment is at hand for
her work in thie city and that the
workers have plénty of talent for the
successful ecarrying out of the pro-
gram.  They will' receive thorough
training “in their respective lines of
ende=vor, and it is the purpose of the
WPA to make of the Boone recrea-
tional eenter something of a model
for the district.

Athleties, art: and crafts are being |

iaught, said N\ ss Elkins, who em-
phasized the facl that adulls gg well
as children are expected to partici-
pate in the activities of ihe center.
Dramatic clubs, and other clubs are
to be established later.

The board of directors of the
chamber have appointed a commit-
tee composed of L. T. Tatum, John
Conway and R. D. Hodges, whose
duty: it shall ve to pass upon all ad-.
vretising schemes presented to the
ibusiness men of the town in the fu-
ture, and ecither approve or disap-
prove of their merit

Secretatry Wade E. Brown stated
that the advertising folders would
would: comie from the press awithin
the next few days and that the pub-
lication would be a most attractive

beneficial one.

PROSPECT AT MAYVIEW
SAID: TGO BE FLATTERING

Mr. Jack Craft, Jr,, assistant man-
ager of Mayview Manor, one of the
most widely known hostelries of
Blowing Rock, tells The Democrat
that indications are for a greatly
improved season on the mountain
top. 'The annex is now open, says
Mr. Craft, and reservations are com-
ing daily, awith the prospsct that the
tourist sesson will reach its height
somewhat eariier. than in  former
Yyears. Publicity remilting from the
building of the scenic parkway and
improved economic vonditions com-
bine to make the tourist outlook the
most favrable in years.

|
|
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The Northwest Carolina Utilities
Ine, has bwo power plants, a hyvdro

Bk o AR

River Light & Power company has
a nydro ! plant on Neéw River and a
steam vmt in Beone, and is now at
ingtaliing  another large: steam: unit:
Ry connecting tho two systems there
will e atotal of five power plants
connecled topether.  The total ca-
pacity of the five plans is 1,806
horsepower and is sufficient to car-
ry the connected load of Watauga
county for years to come, it is said.

The tie-in line to connect the two
systems will . be metered ” and  the
fwo companies will buy and sell from
each other as the oceasion demands.
It is slated that they will pool their
facilities in order to guarantee their
customers more dépendable and con-
tiniious electric sérvice. By this plan,
Should an/accident occur to the plants
in either town, that town would not
suffer an interruption because servs
ice ¢ould be supplied from the other
town,

Construction of ‘the tie-in lire has
aiready been started andd 15 expected
to be completed by the time the new
Steam unit. is put in operation in the
Boone. plant, about July 1Ist.

Officials of the two <companies
state that when an increased load
demands mors capacity, they will in-
stall further units’ as needed.

Memoriai Services

Are Well Attended

The memorial. services conducted
by the wveterans of  the  Spanish-
American War at the Rutherwood
fish hatchery last Sunday were at-
tended by something like two hun-
dred vetérans, '‘members  of their
families and the general public and
the occasion’ was one of the most
enjoyable thus far held, in the opin-
ton of Albert Watson, commander
of the North Wilkesboro camp, un-

{der whose auspices the annual event

is' held.

Rewv. J. A, Yount, Boone Lutheran
minister, Jdelivered  the impressive
memorial address, while  brief re-
marks were made by Attorney Kiutz,
of Lenoir, who was a soidier on the
fields of France.

A bountiful picnic  dinner was
snread on the grounds and was much
enjoyed by the assemblage.

Uncle Newt Banner, Federal sol-
dier in the Civil War, and Elihu Ta-
ther, Confederate veteran, altended
the services as did John H. Norris
of Boone, who is the oidest citizen
of the town. Few World War vet-
crans were in attendance, due to the
fact thal other memorial services
were being held by the American
Legion al the same time.

MEMORIAL DAY DEATH
TOLL MORRE THAN 200
New York, May 31.—Mare than

200 persons died in accidents, most
of them on holiday-crowded high-

ways, during the nation’s three-day
Memorial day vacation.

Texas, where Memorial and Deco-
ration , days are not
erally, led the nation

observed gen- -
with 28 listed
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