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By F. 5. SLOAN
{Special to The Democrat)

in the last 10 or 15 vears bur-
ley tobacco has been a elose com-
petitor of Flue-cured tobacco in
many of the brands of cigarettes.
All cigarette tobacco, burley
or fhie-cured, should be bright,
thin, elastic, and of a high quali-
ty leaf, orincipaliv of the smok-
g lype. Due to the change in
the use of burley from pipe and
wlub tobacco to cigarette tobac-
¢a, it 15 very necessary to use
varieties with broad unformily
spaced leaves that will nornnally
vure bright.

The four leading var
selection  known
(which was
tucky

tics: ave: a
#5. Strain, Noo. 51
selected by the Ken-
experiment  station), Judy's
Pride. Kelly, and Hallie's Spocisl
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It 15 no trouble to find ideal soil |
and ideal locations for seed beds in]

the western parl of the state. Bur-
ley tobaceo seed beds should be se-
lected in a warm cove with a south-
eastern  exposure  well  protected |
from north and west winds. The |
foil should be a rich loamy type that |
will not bake after heavy rains or |
have a teridenecy to be wet natured. |
Each year select new beds free from
diseases that affect the young secd- |
lings. It i5 best to burn and bed |
unless there is a good  leal  mold
coverine the plant bed  site. We
have found that if a sufficient leaf
mold has covercd the ground for a
period of vears, the grass is not ob- i
jectionable on unburned beds. One |
hundred pounds of lime. or the
equivalent’ in wood  ashes for each |
100 square yards will make (he!
plants grow much faster.
Ferlilizer is Recommended

Very few burley producers have |
used commeretal fertilizers in the
past. Our records show that 1 o]
B pounds: of [ertilizer analyzing
4-8-3, preparved especially for tobac-
co seed beds, will produce two to
four times as many plants per 10
square vards will  unfertifized
beds, The plants  will be  much !
earlier than the plants on the un- |
fortilized Leds. or og beds whore o
small-amaunt of manure: {5 used. |
The pisnt bed fertilizer-thal gave !
ihe oulgianding resulss wasinade up |
as fnllows:. - Nitrogen, anc-feurth 2y
frate of soda, one-fourth swlohare of §
trom superphosphats and (he pot
ash from sulphate of patash mng-
nesis. - The  fertibzer  should - be
thorcughly mixed with the 4nil to
a depth of 3 or 4 inches and then |
raked with o' very fine-tooch rake,

Tobacro geed ave very small and |
should be mixed with some material |
such as ashes or fertilizer to get :m&
even distributicss.  CGne-hall ounes: |
ol cleaned seed per 100 square yvarils
which 1s equivalent 1w ane tahble-

spoonful, 1% the right moount of seed

OVOTGEC !

to gol the best standé under
Foasanal conditions,  Aftfer the aeed |
s sown the bed should be packed’ by
running. o lghbl rellor avie it, tam- |
perings it with a hoard attached tol
tho end of  short ol or Hy taanp- |
(13 T N Vi o o o e v

As soon as: the seéods are sown
and the bed tamped, a thin layer of |
wheat rye, or oat straw which has |
been thoroughly thrashed should be
broadeast cvenly ‘aver the bed as |
shown above. Twenly pounds of
well thrashed wheat, rye or ocat
straw is sufficient for each 100
square. vards. The canvas should

ihen be placed on the straw and
pegged Lo the ground around the
edges of the bed to  prevent the

cloth from' blowing off.  The straw
prevents the seed frum being beat-
en into the ground too deeply by
heavy rains and at the same time it
helps kKéep the top of the soil moist.
This enables the seed tu germinate
a week to ten days earlier than they
normally would under average sea-
sonal conditions. A 100 square yard
bed will usually produce encugh
plants 1o set out one o two acres
of tobacco.
Preparalion of the Field

Soils for burley tobacco should be
fertile and of a loamy type. Most
of the best burley tobacco in west-
em North Carolina is grown on soils
classified as second bottem lnnd.l
which is of a loamy nature: how-|
ever, there are some good Dburley
soils on the first bottom type. The
clay type soils are not suited to the
production of bright burley tobacco.
Since the demand for bright coler is
50 important, all fields where bur-
ley is to be grown should be of a
loamy type soil.  Burley tobacco
will produce better quality leaf if
it follows a grass sod lhat is plow-
ed under earry so that it can decay
hefore the tobacco is transplanted.
Generally a three or four-yvear 10-
fation should be followed for the
production. of the best guality to-
bacco.

In Western North Carolina, burley
tobacco can be planted around the
20th of May and should be ready to
harvest from the first to the 15th
of September. This is the ideal
period for harvest, as the temnpera-
ture about that time will yellow the
tobacco properly and will cure
bright. The stalkk is usually split
two, three, or four inches above the
top of the ground und cut off at the
top ‘of the ground to get all of the
leaves; The plant is then straddled
on a stick which 1s usually 4% feet
long. About four or five big plants
are enough for one stick. In har-
vesiing buriey tobacco, the ma-
jority of the leaves on the plant
sheuld be mature and ripe. When
the tobacco is ripe, the leaves have
a brownish malure appeavance in-
dicating that the leaves are fully de-
veloped and ready to be harvested.
Often some of the lower lcaves gel
{00 ripe and burn, and many times
if the top leaves are not just right

have n tendency to be green.
The producer will have to judge
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All the new styles of automobiles
for 1940 are now on exhibition. I've
been looking them over, and 'm
finding it hird to decide which one
Ul trade in my uvid one for. Each
of the new cars is better than any
of the others, f6 hear the dealers
tell it: but the nearest 1 onn figure
s that all of them are betler cars
in every way than
els. it would be kard for anyvhody:
O s huaying any of thor,

The thab stand oud an id!
Ll s oW s ace thist shey are alf
the old  ones, kave
aGImicr divs. mare window space,
better ventifating avetems, springier
seat cushions and, moest important
of alll better beadlights.

What all the  sutemebile: makers
have been striving for is to make
their cars easier and safer to ride in.
The Duprovements in springs  Are
surprising to anyone who thought
thére wasn't any way to put botter
springs under o than the meth-
ouds alregdy in use In my
motoring dove, broken springs werp
ething every  driver | expected.
¢ They are Hrarily.

o
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With Sl the mprovements, most
of the new cars ocost just abeut the
sameTas=lastovear's. (I eosts “tho
mukers more Lo boild ' car iy it
used: to. | Thay pav higher wiges,
niore for thewr raw materials,  But
the increascd cosis are not passed
along to the buying public.

On the contrary, a report I re-
cently ssw of the earnings of one
of the big autemobile companies
showed that where they ‘used  to
make a profit of $175 on every car
sold, now the profit per car is only
S35,

It costs less to

drive a modern

car.  Gasoline costs more, mamnly
because of the fax, bul one gets
more miles fo the gallon of  gas.

Twenty vears ago [ thought I was
lucky to gel ten miles to the gallon,
on a car of the same make which
now goes twenty or more miles on
a gallon—and T paid nearly three
times as much for the car as I could
buy the same type for today. Lubri-
cating oil seils for the same price
as for years, grade for grade, and
you don't use as much of it in a
modern car.

I remember paying $50 a piece
for tires, which were good for per-
haps 5,000 miles. Now bigger and
better tires, good for 20,000 miles
or more, can be bought for about a
quarter of that figure.

DRIVING . .o G 0k e tige

Everyone of the new cars [ have
been inspecting is so much easier
to drive than the old ones were that
there is no comparison. They've all
got the gear-shift device on the
steering post, for one thing, and
some have no gear-shifts at all, but
a hydraulic connection between the
engine and the drive shaft sc that
one changes speed with no effort.

Not long ago many states had
laws probibiting more than two
people from riding in the front seat.
The wide new cars with no gear-
shift to get tangled in the feet of
the extra front-seat rider do away
with the danger of ‘‘three-in-front™
and make five-passenger cars into
SiX-passenger cars.

The steering mechanism of all the
new cars I have examined scems
little less than perfect. It no longer
takes an athlete to guide a car
around a sharp curve, or pull it aver
out of traffic in case of a blowout.
A tip to motorists: put your best
{ire on your left front wheel. That's
the danger spot if « tire goes
“bung!”

SAFETY . ... .. . edocation
‘With all the improvements in cars

when the major part of the leaves
on the plant are mature and ready
for harvest. It is highly desirable
to prime the lower leaves, as' they
ripen prematurely, and string them
on sticks as flue-cured tobacco is
strung for curing.

Jast vear's mod- |
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jdrivers.  Too many rattle-brained WEEVILS EXPLAINED |
kids and aleoholic adults al  the ’
| steering wheel, taking chancos with
{ their own lives and those of others.
| Education of youngsters in the art

wheel hydraulic brakes. Safety glass

vd with the material, he said.

~Weevils annually take a toll of |
jabout 14 por cent of North Caro- |
jiinas corn crop. They begin their |

AUCTION SALE PERSONAL PROPERTY
Inf driving is having a good effect | atiac in the field, but when the

jThe boys and girls of today are|corn is harvested and stored in the | B ON SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 25, starting at 10 . m.. ] will of
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No law is any good wu:
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tenforced unless it has the weight of | Nothi: f 15 cheaper, more effecti i
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l Fhere ought te be no difference | plained. ;
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old- fashioned lcom. Come and buy at your own price, not mine.,

sulphide 15 the most practical |
taterinl for conirel of com weevils.

A. M. CRITCHER - - - Blowing Rock
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i QUEEN CITY
j Coach Company

“QUEEN of the SOUTH”

EXTENDS HEARTY CONGRATULATIONS
TO NORTHWESTERN CAROLINA'S NEW
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OBACCO MARKET

The establishment of the burley tobacco market in Boone
1s a symbol of the enterprise and progress of the people of
the Northwest and we share in the enjoyment of the ach-
ievement—believing as we do, that this venture marks
an epoch in the business life of the mountain section.

We are glad to be able to go along in the vanguard of the
march of progress in this region and invite the frequent
use of our modern, swift and efficient transportation sys-
tem, which links the mountains with the industrial sec-
tions below the hills and with the winter resorts and
famed coastlands of the South Atlantic.

QUEEN CITY'S FAST, COMFORTABLE COACHES LINK NORTH-
WEST CAROLINA TO THE SOUTH'S EMPIRE OF INDUSTRIAL AND
RECREATIONAL ACTIVITY
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