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The Week in
Washington

A RESUME OF GOVERNMEN-
TAL HAPPENINGS IN THFE
NATIONAL CAPITAL

Washington, Jon. 3—With the con-
vening of the sevond repulor ses-
sioh of the 76th congreds on Junu-
ary 3, the outstanding politienl s
guc of 1940 began to assume now
shape, as senttors and reprosonti-
tives met for the first tin since
the neutrality session of last fall

That outstanding issue

term. Upan the final answer, either

by the President himself or by the |
Democratic national ('t-ln'l-l\lmn!
when it meets, will hinge the for- |

tunes of the nation for the next
four years. . If Mr. Roosovelt were
to be renominated without a contest
it iz now the fixed opinion of moil
cxperienced political observers here
that he would be re-elected.  That
would mean a continuation of the
new deal for another four years.

Up to & fow dayvs ago il w
widespread belief that the de

way entirely up to Mr. Roosevelt
bimself and te nobody ¢lse.  Bul
since Vice President G g L

upenly announced his o
dacy. doubts are being o 3
she validity of that assumption. Mr.
Gamer is an old, experiencoed and
decidedly “eagey” political manipu-
lator. So long as 1t was merely his
friends talking about him as a ean-
didate it wias possible o infer that
he dida't want thie namihation vory
seriously; ol least nol serious
encugh to risk the wide open bre
in the Demoeratic party which
octive pursuit of it would
surcly bring ahouat.
Reasonably Sire of Nomination?
Butl now that the die i= cast,

Lon from some new angles.

It does not seem  probable  to
Wigse who have made the study of
rational aolitics and political figures
their chiel concern 10r many yeuars
that  the géntleman  from Texus
wotld maice hig bid ‘for the nomina-
tion unless he felt reasonably sute
that hio couid get i Under the
rules of tha party, adopted in 1936,
IL naloneor wakes a two-thivds ma-
jority to nominate, enly a majority
af anesmore than Ball the numben
of delegates, ‘as in the Bepublican
conventions, And it 14 not at ail im-
possible, the students of Domuoeralic
disaffection with the new deal think,
that Mr, Garner muay alceudy bhave
up his sleeve encugh  assurances
from party leaders wiho will control
their state delegations to give him
that one-more-than-hall.

The alternative to such a convic-
tion ‘on My, Gurnet's part, in the
opinion of the cexperts; i5 thal he
would prefer a  wide-open . party
aplit and possibly even  a ‘rump”
convention in case Mr. Roosevelt
should be re-nominated. to the re-
eléction of the President. It may

(Continued on page four)

Bible School To
Start Next Monday

Rey. J. C. Canipe has announced
that his annual winter Bible schoot
will start next Monday evening at
the Boone Baptist church, and will
continue each Monday and Wednes-
day night during Japuary and Feb-

TUALY.

g\ych Monday night at 7 o'clock,
the study will be Old Testament
prophets and their messages for the
world. Each Wednesday the sub-
ects will be the Acts of the Apos-

es, using the Book of Acts. L
Mr. Canipe cordially invites all the
pastors and preaches of the county.
‘Bunday school superintendents and
officers, as well as those teachers
who want to leurn more about the
Bible. All frionds who would like
to study and enjoy the lectures are
welcomed. | In fact all are invited,
without money and without price.
Mr., Canipe says that the fellowship,
Bible study and prayer should be a
bilessing to all.

Last vear there was an average
attendance of about 75 people and
it is believed there will Le a hun-
dred this year.

G. O. P. CONVEKTION TO
BE HELD IN CHARLOTTE

Charlotte, Jan. 2—North Carolina
Republicans will hold their 1940
siate convention in Charlotie be-
tween the first and middle of March,
State Chairman Jake F. Newell an-
nounced yesterday.

The time and place of the conven-
tion is left to the discretion of the
state cheirman. However, Mr. New-
ell preferred to call it upon the ad-
vice of members of the slate execu-
tive commiittee, so he wrote asking
them to state their preference of
convention city. Practically all of
those replying to the leiter gave
Charlotte as their preference, and
last night Mr. Newell said thai “in
accordance with the expressed will
uf a majority of the members of the
slate executive committee, the con-
venticn will be held in Charlotte
between the first and middle of
March.”

Mr. Newell, who has said that he
will not. permit his name to %o
placed in nomination for governor.
is expected to be re-elected state
chairman, probably without oppo-
sition..

|  Scuttled Liner

i
the !
question whether Mr, Roosevell rk--!
sires and intends to run for a third

ilmost |

and | ¢
*Cavtus Jock” 1 going out in r.i.-:nif"f-lll" in the A . 3
varnest after the fist prize, the po- | burede Being blamgd. un # :

|
litfeal sharps are studying the situa- | islation in the stale reguiring steiet

Washington, D. C.—Captain W.
Daehne, commander of the Ger-
man luxury liner Columbus, which
was sunk in the Atlantic—scul-
tled by her own crew to avoid
capture by a Brilish warship
which irailed her as she made a
desperale dash for Europe from
Vera Cruz, Mexico.

DURING OLD YEAR

Marriages in_!!l:l‘.! Liess Than
Half Those of 1938; Only
Four in December

13k, Miss Liclen Un-
1151 marriage licons

wlordows
£ revesled on  Mondav, the

-
the businezs of the s jago

physical exammuation af those #in
sidering: matrimony, Beimg' loca
near the Tonncssee He, Wataug

are preie oo into that state 761
and save the

wedding coremonics
inconvenience and sxpeiss of rom:
plyving with  the North' Carelina
Statute.

The tecurds of Miss Underdown
further show that in December 1939
anly ‘four licenses wers  jhsucd
uteinst 22 in December, 1938

Following is a list of those secur-
ing lieehses here during the year:

Jan, 0—Wayne Sturgill and Fletia
Bustridie,

Jare 11.—Clark Issaes and  Louise
Matheson,

Jan. 1d=-lteid M. Greene and Nel-
fic Fae Greeney; Thos. D, Heffner
and HBesse Elizabeth Lewis; Albert
G. Hart and Alma Wallace,

Jan.: 17, — John Presnell and
Gladys Yates.
Jan, 2—Nack Greer and  Emma

Phillips,

Jun, 26—Clayton Main and Ruth
Johnson,

Jan, 28—~ Hay
Hodges.

Feb. 11—Claude Nerman and Jet-
tie Crawford.

Huayes und  Clara

Feb. 12-—~Robert G, Watson and
Essie Fox,
Febh.  13-—Waltler  Wellborn  and

Eva Mae Church.

Febo 14--Giles Mitchell and Nora
Harmon. !

Feb, 18—Stanford S. Nance and
Georgia Mac Kirby.

Feb. 24—Dallas Richardson
AMae Tayvlor.

Feb. 25—Grant Phillips and Ruby
Houelk.

Feb.  27—Johnnie  Hodges
Eva Carlton.

March 7—Everett Waters and Vir-
ginia Carlton.

March 10—Duard H. Norris  and
lva Lee Bryan.

Morch 16—Robert Phillips and
Etta Milis.

March 23—Clarence R. Lamkin
and Wanda Lice Gragg!

March. . 25—Fred Shelton
Gladys Munday.

April 1—James C. Baldwin and
Lilliani Clark.

April 4—Shuford C. Edmisten and
Della Dare Watts.

April 15—Horace J. Walls and
Hazel Mary Hollars.

May 8—Ed Wellborn and Nell
Church.

My 11—Mannie
Alhie Hulfman.

May 19%—Ralph E. Harr and Ora
Leona Townsend.

May 31—John F. Jonas and Marie
Smith Griffin; Paul Jones DuPre
and Martha Louise Critcher.

June 1—Glenn W. Winkler and
Beatrice Culler.

and

and

and

Rominger and

June 3I—Marshall Kirby and
Maudell Ward; Bill Kirby and Bon-
nie Ward

June G-—J. M. Laxton and Mary

Pinkney Estes.

June 15—Pierce O. Brewer and
hary Frances Linney.

June 17—Stewart W. Rabb, Jr.,
and Miriam H. Glovier.

June 20—Geo. P. Edmisten and
Loy Creene.

July 10—John W. Warden and
Ruby F. Farthing.

July 19—Dale Clyde Norris and

Anna Belle Coffey.
July 25—Thos. E. Townsend
Lillie C. Townsend.

Norris.

July 20—James E. Henson and

Genevieve Sherwood.
Aug. 2—Paul

den and Patricia Ellison.

Aug. 4—Jas. C. Folger and Mar-

(Continued on page four)

WEDDINGS

15 vompared with G4 in 1833, it

a5

and
July 28—Thos. B. Mast and Ruth

A. Tugman and
Rosalene McGuire; Morgan E. Mai-

CITY WATER FAILS
ASMERCURY DROPS
TO SEASONS LOW

Tuesday Finds Town Without
Water, Even For Home Con-
sumption; Appalachian
lege Comes o Rescue and
Water Made Available to Most
Residents in Afternoon

I The cty water system, drained by
{ thoughtless householders who  left
l.spif_;ms running throughout Monday
in'tf.{l:l to prevent frozen pipes, defi-
jnitely went out of business in the
jearly morning hours Tucsday and
whe town was definitely and liter-
ally dry, except for small amounts
of the life-giving fluid  carried in

more fortunate residents.

tem had exhausted the supply at the
reservoir, the supply was so weak-
ened from the protracted drought
it the intake, that the system froze
in plices, and but for the eo-ope-
ration of  Appalachian  College in
pumping hundreéds of thousands of
gallons into the mains, the town
would likely stiil be without water.
By mid-afternoon, residents in the
prineipal’ scetjon of the town had
water, but on same ‘of the higher
cminences o residential seetions,
water puckets were still bringing in
emough of the fluid for cooking pur-
fRASOA.

Wednesday morning water is still
runming along the main street but
and the
hing pos-
sible Lo persuade the people to con-
ierve the water supply so that no
furtber ealanity would occur.  An
ordinmice was passed setting o $1
tine s the alty foy leaving spig-
nEt running during the night, Em-
pluyees of the town have  worked
heroically in an offorl to  get | the

betieved that the system will be in
votiiplate  operalicn until & general
thw ooceurs:

The' near-zero temperatires came
folidwing soveral days of intermit-
| tent snowstorms, Tuesday morning
{merury. registered ol two  degrees
akove, and ‘Wednesday at 5:30 {be
1eading wis three degrees above. A1
TR8C it was four nbove, 3

A= thie = writlen the: s fe st
Ing and the wind has abatesd, hul
temporatures remain low,

Rites Held For
James A. A!dridg_c

funeral services were conducted
fiom the Christian church at Foscoe
Sunduy afternoon for James A. Ald-
ridge, aged ‘88, who  died  at’ his
bhome there Suturday, following an
illness whicl hégan on  Christings
day.  The rites were conducted by
Rev. F. B. McClurd of Roarn Mouti-
tain, Tenn,, and Rev. 5. E. Gragg
of the home neighborhood, assist-
ing him. Interment was in the Fos-
coe cometery.

Mr. Aldridge was  born  in  the
Foscoe neighborhood, a son of the
late Harrison Aldridge, who wae a
famous hunter in the old days. He
was matried to Sallie Virginia Grage
un June 6, 1873, and to this union
13 children were born. Thers were
Aine sons, Bergin, Wade, Marvin
and Fred having preceded  their
father in death. The following $ons
survive: John of Boone; Linville,
Foscoe;, Kay, Kingsport, Tenn.;
Harry, Richmond, Calif;; Blaine, Ta-
coma, Wash. There are four daugh-
ters:  Mrs. Cling Calloway, Shulls
Mills; Mrs. Jud Wagner, Princeton,
W. Va; Mrs, D. P. Wyke and Mrs.
J. R. Gragg of Boone. There are 81

grandchildren and nine greatgrand
children.
Mr.  Aldridge united with the

Watauga Baptist church in October,
1905, and became a charter mem-
ber of the Church of Christ at Fos-
coe an 1923, He resided throughout
his long life at Foscoe where he en-
faged in  farming and  was  well
known and held in high regard by
the peoplé of this region.

Father Mrs, Luther
Succumbs Friday

J.T. Davis, aged 61, father of Mrs.
Joe Luther of Boone, died at the
home in Gafiney, S. C., Friday, and
funeral services were conducted
Sunday afterncon at 3 o'clock. Mr.
and Mrs. Luther. Gurney and Ray-
mond Luther of Boone attended the
rites.

Besides Mrs, Luther, three sons
and four daughters survive.

AUTO LICENSE SALE
SETS NEW RECORD

Raleigh, Jan. 1.—North Carolina
sold 39,259 more automobile tags in
1939 than il ever had sold in any
year before, the state motor ve-
hicle bureau reported today.

The 1939 sales totaled 632,294,
compared with §93,035 for 1938,
which was the record up }1 that

Sales of 1940 tags, use of which
now is required, were 236,351
‘hrough December 30. compared
with 253,210 fer the same period in
1538. Employees nf the motor ve-
kicle bureau worked here today
selling tags, and all branch offices
in the state were open. s

Col-

buckets from springs or wells of the

When the drain on the water 8yS-

irezen pipes thawed, but is iy not

n Eighty-Eight
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DEMOCRAT ABRIDGED

As usual once during the holi-
day pericd The Democrat today
goes 1o ils readers in a four-page
edition. This usually occurs
Christmas week, and might not
have been the case at all this
season. but for the rigoraus
weather the first of the woeel,
which carried disaster 1o both
sources of advertising and
news matler, However., the
counly paper will be back to its
usual number of pages and fo ils
customary sfandard of coverage
by the next edition.

TAX LISTING IS
NOW UNDER WAY

All Property Owners in County
Musi List, Hven if Only Poll
§ Taxes Are o Be Paid

T —_—
b 'ﬁl_e_ annual tex listing began in
@ pounty this weelk and will con-

“through Jan + according fo
m.a.,.’-"'Ht.“'é. cﬂ' .'Itnx SUnervisor, who
exploined that the leit legislature
changed the listing period from
Anril o Joanuary.

All praperty owners in the county
must list for laxes, even if only poll
taxes are poid.

Hesidents of Boone township will
list at the courthouse, while resi-
dents of the other townships  will
list- with the township lasters who
have altesdy been sppointed.  Post-
cts'showing where Lie lsters can ho
reached in the  various  townships
have teen  posted * throughout  the
county. 3

Preachers and Deacons
To Meet Here Monday

Tie preachers’ and deacons’ con-
ferahice o0 tie . Threa  Focks  and
Stony Fork associntions will meet in
the Boone Baphist church on Mon-
day, Jarary £ih, at 2 o'clock. The
program, which' has' as its subject,
“Preachers' and  Deacons’  Deport-
ment" is as follows:

1. *The Manner of Their Power,”
Mark $:41—led by G. M. Watson.

2. “The Manner of Their Living."
2 Peter 3:11—led by Grady Minton.

3. “The Manner of Their Canver-
sation, 1 Peter 1:15—led by J. C.

Canipe.

4. “The Manner of Our Daily
Walk,” Lev. 20:23—led by W. J.
Cook.

Rev., R. C. Eggers, chairman of
the program committee, urges all

ministers and deacons to attend.

R. L. Wooten Dies
In Wilkes County

R. L. Wouten, former resident of
Watauga county and a brother of D.
W. Wooten of Blowing Rock, dicd
Monday at the home in the Hendrix
neighborhood of Wilkes county. He
suffered a heart attack.

Mr. Wooten, who was well known
and popular in Watauga county, had
vecently been senior interviewer at
the Lenoir hranch of the state em-
ployment service, and has held sev-
eral positions of public trust during
the past few years. 3

Mr. Weoten was the first manager
of the employment service office in
Merth Wilkesboro and at one time
was aclting manager of the Lenoir
branch.

HUNT BUYS INTEREST
IN BARES FAIR STORE

Mr, Guy Hunt, manager of Barc's
Fair store of this city, has purchas-
ed a cuoe-half interest in the busi-
ness from Mr. G. T. Bare of Wilkes
county, it was announced Tuesday.
AL the same time it was said there
will be no change in the manage-
ment of the local store, which since
its founding has been a most popu-
lar establiskment with the people
of this section.

One of the newest tanks perfect-
od by the French army weighs 82
tons,

|

L

Basle, Switzerland.—Some of the 350 women from all parts of

Switzerland who were the firs! 1o onroll in the Swiss army auxiliary

in Basle recently,

‘Stretchers and wearing ski costumes under regular army overcoats
drive ambulances.

They are carrying folded

BURLEY MARKET
WILL HOLD FIRST

Growers Throughout Area Con-
finue to Place Weed on Ware-
house  Floor Despite
Temperatires; Full House Ts
In Prospect by Thursday Afi-
erncon, Says Paul Hardy
Thie first sales of burley tobaceo

for the new year will take place

nevt Monday, it has'Been announced
by Faul Hardy of the Mountain

Burley wirehouse, who states that

despite the near-zero temperatures

of russday aud Woednesday, londs of
tohacen vontinued (o arrive  feam
sven the most distant points of the
burley belt

Mr. Hardy predicts thst by Thairs.
day evening the warchunse will be
almost full; and saicy are expected
to be unusually | heavy thiroughout
next week.. Recolpis before Christ-
mis had boen mndered. by contine-
ued dry weather, which pecluded
grading.  Bul enough daimoness has

since¢ ' resulied (o isure  heavy
movements ol the erop.
Estimates on the  s=iles  durieg

Jdnuary run as high &s two million
pounds.. - On - Tuesdhy,  &hile  the
hlizzard ruged, seven loads of burley
came o Boone feom the vicinity of
Bumsville, and ‘ndications nie that
deliveries  from - the southiwesiern
part of the state will Le heavy dur-
g the next fow days,  Much of the
vweed alic vemaind i Watauga, it 15
siid, while the Tehnessee crap con-
tinues o be pluced on'the local
{loor.

J. Decab Coffey
Dies At Age 77

J. Deecab Coffey, aged resident of
the Foscoe neighboriiced of ‘Watau-
ga county, died Saturday morning
after a short illness. He was 07
Yyears of agel

Funeral services were held Sun-
day from the Christian  church at
Foscoc with  Rev. S E. Gragg
and Rev. Mr. McClurd taking part
in the services. Interment was in
the Phipps graveyard.

He is survived by the widow, Nrs.
Lutitia Walters Coifey, and {thiree
living  children: Mrs.  Virginia
Church, Foscoe; Mrs. Lena Bean,
Globe, and Luther Coffey, Knox-
ville, Tenn.

He was an active church member,
having served on the board of el-
ders for several years, He has two
living Dbrothers, Oscar Ceoffey and
Wesley Coffey, both living at Shulls
Mills,

TOBACCO PRODUCTION TO
BE CURTAILED THIS YEAR

On November 21, 1939, the tobac-
co growers throughout the burley
beit voted in favor of controiling the
1540 burley tobacco crop; therefore,
all tobacco growers i Walauga
county will have restriction on the
amount of - tubacco  that can  be
grown and sold in 1940.

All farmers who have a tobacco
base may sell ail the tobacco they
grow on their base acreage without
paving any tax. If farmers excee:l
ineir acreage they will be penalized
16 cents per pound on all | that is
gErown over their base.

Farmers who do not have a tobac-
co base and who are interested in
srowing tobacco should file their
applications at the county agents
cifice before January 31, 1940.

FIRST NEW YEAR
BABY IS REPORTED

Iva Dean Trivett, daughter of Mr.
and Mrs. Jesse Trivett of Beaver
Dam township, who was born Mon-
day afternoon, is the first New
Year's baby to be reported to The
Damocral. Mr. Trivett was in town
Wednesday and called by The
Domecrat office on his way to the
Lank, where he claimed the five
dellars offered by the Standara Oil
Crmpany for all bakies born on Jan-
uary 1 in their territory.

|

ACCGUNTS OF TAX
COLLECTOR SHORT,
AUDITORS REVEAL

Len Wilson Has Been Ahsent
From Office Since Before
Christmas; Anditing Firm in
Special Check-up of Accounts
Find Shertage of $2,557

Charles E. Hagaman, Hickory ac-

Iccxunt:ml_ revealed Tuesday that a

special auditl condueted by his fum
uncovered a shortage of $2.557.00 in
the Books of Len Wilson, Watauga
cocunty tax collector and well-known
Boone athiete, who has been missing
since December 10,

The audit indicates that the short-
age began on November 3 and the
books continued to show a shortage
up to December 19th, when the of-
Fcial was last at his post of duty.
His accounts had been audited to
the former date, and nothing other
than minor clerical orrors were
found.

Mr. Wilson, who is 24 years old,
was namied tax collector in August
1938, upon the death of his father,
A. D. Wilson, who had scrved in
that capacity for a number of years.
The commissioners stated that the
official was fully and mnply bonded
and that no luss to the counly
would result,

No one in Boone has knowledge
of Mr. Wilson's whereabouts, it is
said, bul a warrant has = been  is-
sued and the state department of
Justice has been appraised  of  his

Zero | Isappearanco,

|AVERY GREENE NOW

COLLECTING TAXES

Avery W. Greene, deputy tax col-
iector, is now in charge of the of-
fice made vacunt by the disappear-
ance of Lon Wilson, and states that
the bopks ard now open following
tine special audit. BMrs, AL D, Wil-
sun, steprmother of the  fvmer ofs

Hietal; was jointly named. . Jth Ser
son ag {ax o collector i e dw
bonded.  She has sccured (e s ru-

iees ol her brether e assist her, with
the agreement of thie county. com-
missioners

Mr. Greene states thal all those
paving their taxes this month wiil
anve the penalty  which  must  be
added Fehruary 1.

W. W. MAST STORE NOW
UNDER NEW MANAGEMENT

Announcement was made Monday
ot the transfer of Ahe W, W. Mast
stove ul Valle Crueis to Richard Al
Olsen, who for the past five years
has been actively in charze of thie
well-known  merchandising  estab-
hisnment.  Inventories, said 1o be the
first made duving  the forty-three
yaars of the store's operation, swill
he compleled Alis week, and - the
signboard | has  been  changed ' to
“Watauga County Store

Mr. Mast begun his carcer as a
country mearchant in 1894, as a clerk
in the store of his uncle, the late N,
L. Mast, on Cove Creek. For the
first year his wages were at the rate
of $3 per month, and during the
succeeding two years he veceived a
monthly stipend of $7.50, With the
savings of his  apprenticeship  he
went to Valle Crucis in 1897  and
Decame a partner of the late C. D.
Taylor in the firm of Taylor and
Mast. He purchased the Taylor in-
teresl in 1901, and through the years
which followed built one of Wat-
auga's most lucrative businesses.

Mr. Mast was in business during
the summer season of 1901,  and
through his connection with tourist
houses was able to establish a cash
market for the produce he received
in' barter. . This market, according
to' the pioneer  merchant, enabled
him to survive during several
“hard years!”

Considered a genius in business,
the Valle Crucis merchant has been
connected with banking enterprises,
stock raising and other mercantile
businesses during the past forly
vears: Eleven members of the Mast
family, among whom three brothers
of Mr. Mast, have also owned and
operated stores in Watauga since the
turn of the cenbiry, among whom
are T. L. Masl of Lovill, a former
partner;, Clyde Mast of Sugar Grove,
and the late Milton Mast, also of
the Cove Creels section.

Mr. Mast founded the old Wat-
auga Supply Company in Boone fol-
iowing the construction of the nar-
rew. gauge ratlroad in 1918, and for
several years did a flourishing busi-
ness here.  He also was a partner in
the Shulls Mills Feed s Grain
Company with the late Alex Woodic
and W. E. Shipley. This firm, dur-
ing the years that Whiting Lum-
ber Company operated in the near-
by community, was considered one
of the county’s most successful en-
terprises,

W. F. Sherwood of Sherwood, and
W. L. Holshouser of Blowing Rock,
are the only two Watauga business
men aclively engaged in merchan-
dising who established themselves
prior to. Mr. Mast.

Mr. Olsen took complete charge
of the Valle Crucis store on New
Year's day. Following completion
of the inventory he intends to con-
duct a clearance sale which will be
announced in next week's Demo-
crat. Mr. Mast will continue to
personally conduct his vast  agri-
cullural and stock-growing enter-
prises, ard will have headquarters
at the Watauga Country Store.




