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JIM RIVERS SAYS |

REPORTS HE QUIT
ARE UNFOUNDED

‘Boone Congressional Candidate
Realfirms His Candidacy, Fol-
fowing Persistent Rumors He's

« Abandoned Plans; Says He'll
Wage Campaign

Jim Rivers, who last December
;announced’ his candidacy  for con-
1gress, subject to the action of the
‘Democratic primary May 25, tells
“The Democrat that the rumors that
‘he will withdraw from the primary
‘eampaien are  without  foundation,
and that he eannot understand what
circumstances gave rise to the ru-
mor. He says:

“During my absence from the city
for the past few days 1 have learned
that the report has. been circulated
and has gained currency not only in
Watauga county. but in other sec-
tions of the district, that 1 have
withdrawn from the ninth district
congressional race,

“Nothing is further from the truth
amd no recent occur ce has deter-
red me from my inteation of making
a vigorous bid for eoneressional pre
ferment.  Those who have urged to
to refrain from enfering the primary
have bHeen red of my intention
to o, through with my original pro-
NOWNCE e and this siatement iz
made purely for the purpose of car-
recling the crroncous reports.

"The nows I am recelving
throupghout the i
fying, and g

29,

from
it 15 most g 1-
peyond my
In dud time
3 shall launch my campaign and fur-
their explain 1y yviews on matters
vhich 1 believe to be of paramount
voncern o the people.”

PRESIDENT'S BALL
DECIDED SUCCESS

Almost Two Hundred Doliars
Gross Receints; Returns From
March of Dimes Incomplete

The President’s Ball, which ' was
held in Boone' last Friday cvening,
was a decided suceess, according to
Pat MeGuire,, the  chadirman, who
states that considering the weather
conditions: which kept muany people
away, the benefit svent was even
better thun those held  in formor
years. Mr. MeGuire stutes that al-
most S200 gross was received irom
the ball, which 18 to be spent for re-
fief of infantile paralysis, but since
the returns from the March  of
Dimes campaign are incomplete, he
g umubile W wive a grand Lotal of
thie receipts.

A pletare show 38 being spongorsd
tockay for the March of Dinies, which
will yield o eonsiderable return; and
some ol the coin’ boxes distvibuted
over the county have not been  re-
ceived. A stalement of the net pro-
~veeds will Be released by the end of
1he wek,

At Blowing Rock

[saac Wiley: Hatley, aged 76 years,
died on Monday at the home of o
=on,  Palice Chicf Fred Hatley. at
Blowing Kook where He had been
making his home during the winter
months,

Funeral services were conducted
from the Shulls Mills Baptist church
Tuesdav, Rev. Ed Robbins and Rev.
Vilas Minton taking part in the rites
and interment was in  Lhe  Mast
cemetery at Valle Crucis.

Surviving are five sons and throe

ley, Hudson; John  Hatley, Wana-
tchee, Wash.: Robert Hatley, Shulls
Mills; and Fred Hatley, Blowing
FRoek: Mrs. Chas. Clark, Banner Eik:
Mrs. Polly Townsend, Shulls Mills:
Mrs. Georze Main, Shulls Mills. One
brother. Rufus Hatley of Granite
Falls, also survives.

Mr. Hatley 'was a son of the late
Josia and Susan Lowder Hatlev and
was rearcd in the Shulls Mills see-
tion of the countv, where he engag-
ed in farming. He was well known
and held in high regard by the peo-
ple of this section.

J. F. WITTEN TO RUN FOR
GOVEHRNOR AS REPUBLICAN

Salisbury, Feb. 6—Dr. J. Forest
Witten of Salisbury, Tuesday an-
nounced tha the is a candidate for
the Republican nomination for gov-
ernor of North Carolina, subject to
the pariy's primary.

Dr. Witten seeks the G. O. P.
nomination on a platform that in-
cludes climination of the siate sales
iax, lower taxes (especially on au-
tomobiles and their poeration), re-
vision of the election laws, a state
referendum on whiskey, and a civil
service law for state employees.

Witien is a native of Ohio who
has lived in North Carolina for some
time. He has participated in past
Republican campaigns in the state
as a speaker. He is a graduate of
West Virginia Wesleyan  College,
#nd Drew University in New Jersey.
During the World War he was chief
engineer of the governmenl power
plant at Nitro, W. Va. He has taken
part in pational Republican cam-

ilee.
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‘Russian Transport Halted by the Finns

Eastern Finland.—A column o

This photo, received via England,

BROTHER DEAN
RANKIN IS DEAD

cumbs to Pocumonia; Funeral |
Ield Thursday

Roberl Le ¢ Hankin, aped 6D,
brother to Dr. J, D, Rankin and chief
of the Salisbury police for 11 years,
until his voluniary  retirement in
1039, died last Wednesday morning
at his home, following an  illness
with pnenmonia, Chief Rankin had
been in il bezlth for twa years be-
cauee af a heart atlment,

Mr. Ronkin gained naticnal reco-
hitione when on Decomber 31, 1930,
e killed the netoricus one-armed
outiaw, Otta Wood, in a gun battie
an-a streel in Salisbury.  Rankin re-
ecived minor wounds abant the face
and head in the batlle which left
Waood Jdead on one side of the au-
tomobile and the chief standing on
the other, The outlaw was shot in
the neck and head.

Funeral services were  conduciod
Thursday afternoon  from  the St
John's Lutheran church of which the
decensed wus & mmember,

He 15 survived by his widow, 1he
former Miss Susa Mae Belk, of Row-
an county; six sans and daughters:
Mrs. Carl Pridpen, Lumbeston: Mrs.
Robert L. Branch, Ashiebora: Mrs.
Thomas H. Jackson, Salishury; .
tirady, Flake and William Ben Ran-
kin, all of Salishury: one hrother,
Dr. J. D. Rankin, dear of adminis-
tration’ at  Appalachian f:o!leg{.
Boone, and one sister, Mra, J. A
Peeler, Hickory.

D. F. Mast One of
Oldest Local Masons

Hecords of Snaw Masonie lodege
indicate that Mr. D, Finley Mast of
Valle Criicis, details of whose death
on Janiary 16, and ‘funeral have
beéen chronicled in (his newspaper,
was one of the oidest Masons in the
county,

M. Mast was imibatea in Snow
lodge February 6, 1892, pussed March
12,1892, and raised Aoril 9, 1892,
baving been a4 member for almost
15 years ;

An unusuvally large number of
Masons gathered for the funeral
which was conducted by W. W, Wil:
Hams, the worshipful master, with
russell D, Hodges acting as marshal.
Rev. E. Dargan Butt, the Masonic
vhaplain, also fook part in the rites.

Mr. Mast was one of the countv's
finest citizens and took a deep and
abiding interest in the affairs of the
Nasonic fratcrnity.

STATE DEMOCRATIC
CONVENTION DATE
WILL BE CHANGED

Ralcigh, Feb. 6—The state Demo-
eritic. convention probably will be
Lield May 17, instead of May 16, as
planned by the parly executive
cammittee last Friday.

Governor Hoey revealed lonighti
that Raleigh Memorial’ auditorium
was engaged for May 16, and that R.
Gregg  Cherry, chairman, would
write commillee memberss suggest-
ing the change.

The chief executive explained
that long before the committee sct
the convention date, the N. C.
Funeral Directors Association had
engaged the for its annual meeting
May 14-16 and the date could not be
changed.

Final Chapter of
Story 1Is Apparing

The final chapter of the popular
serial story which has been running
in - The Democrat, “Tomorrow’s
Promise,” appears on page four of
The Democrat tday. It ws decided
lo complete the story today at the
last minute, which starts on page
SeVen.

ILL. WITH MENINGITIS

Pegey Greene, six-year-old daugh-
ter of Mr. and Mrs, H. E. Greene of
Deep Gap, is a patient at the Wilkes !
hospital, where she remains seri-
ously ill with spinal meningitis. Re-

,E:igns as a member of the speakers’
burean of the Republican national
 Somamitice,

ports are that the child’s condition
is critical.

riers which was pul ouf of action by Finnish Hghters.
troops were reporled in retreat due to the zlleged difficulty they are
having in keecping themselves adequately supplied from the rear.

f Soviet fransport lorries and car-
Hussian

was passed by a Brilish censor,

SHERIFFS TO HOLD
OFFICE 4 YEARS

and Coroners This Year,
Supreme Court Rules

Raleigh, Feb, 2.-_Sheriffs ‘and
coroners in  Norih Carolina’s: 100
counties are serving four- year lerms
which will continue until December,
1M2, the state supreme court held
in. a unanimous decision today,

The ruling, which had been anx-
wusly awaited by political leaders,
relioved sheriffs and coroners from
the necessity of running  for ro-
clection: this vear,

The court held that a cowstitu-
tional amendment inereasing terma
of office of the officials from: twao
Lo four years applied ta sheriffs and
coroners. clected in 1938 )

The decision reversed a finding of
Superior Court Judge Leo Carr, who
ruled that  the Alamuance county
board of clections should allow an
election this vear for shenff of that
county, i

In oral arguments before the sti-
preme courty some attorneys had as-
sorted that the amondment did not
apply to sheriffs and coroners elecd-
ed in 1938, since the referenduim
vate on the amendment and the
vleation of the county officials were
Leld on the same day.

The court, however, held that the
amendinent hnd been ratified and
was o part of the state constitution
on the date that county officers -
swned  their duties—the first Man-
day in December, 1938.

Political sources  here - appeored
divided 0s 1o the proboblé effect of
the court’s action on the total wvate
16 be ecast in the primaries and gen:
eral election this year.

Sume sources said that, sinee cor-
oners. and sheriffs would have no
contests the total vote would be
much smaller than  usual  Others
said the state-wide vote might be
larger, since the  eounty  officials
would spend more time campaign-
;nﬁ for persons running for statc
obs.

Lincoln Day Event
To Be Held Monday

The Linceln Day dinner, annual
event of the Republican party, will
be held at the King Cotton lotel
Greensboro, next Monday evenine.
and some estimates are that 2,000
people will gather to take part in
the banguét and hear the address
by Senator Robert A Taft. Senator
Taft is prominently mentioned as a
Republican  presidential  possibility
this year, and since this is his first
visit to the state, a great deal of in-
terest is attached to his address.

A number of Watauga county He-
publicans, 20 or more, are expected
to attend the Lincoln Day event,
and all these interested in making
the trip should contact either Rus-
sell D. Hodges or Mr. T. E. Bingham
in order that reservations may be
arranged.

If a thoosand old beliefs = were
rumed in our march to truth, we
must still march on—Stopford A
Brooks.

Merchants” Meet
Is Postponed

The annual ladies’ night and
employees” banouet of the Boone
Merchants Association, which was
fo have been held Friday ewen-
ing, Las been postooned to Fri-
day evening, February 16, accord-
ing fo an anoouncement made
Tuesday by Mrs. Ruby Ellis, sec-
retarv of the association.

The postponement came about
on account of an unintended con-
flict with the basketball encoun-
ter Friday evening between Eloa
and Apvalachian at the college
gymnasium. The event iz to be
one of the most spectacular on
the current soorts calendar and
Lusiness men of the city want the
opportunity of attending.

Further announcement as 1o the
merchants’ gathering will be
made next week._

1. Loan of 825000

UPHOLDS LOCAL

' BOARDEDUCATION

State Board Should Turn Gver
' to Countv
Board of Education, Says High
Tribunal; Moncyv to Be Used at
Cove Creek School

The North Carclina Supreme court
last week affivmed a verdict for the
Watauga county board of education
in a suit brought in Wake cou gty
against the state board of education.
The action hinged on a loan for $25.-
000 which the Walauga board mado
from the state literary fund.

Wishing to construct a new high
School nlant at  Cove Creek, iho
Watauga board applied for the lean
June 12, 1939, The loan was ap-

signed and delivered
board on June 30.
The notes were not turmed over
to the state treasurer, however, untii
July 1—the beginning of the 1939-
40 fiscal yeur. Under the debt lin

stitution, Wataupga county had re
tived enough  obligations during
1937-38 to com the néw! .debt,

hut it had not
galions in 1938-13

Tiie courl § however, thal the:
loan from 1t tate liternry  fund
dctually was conscummated i 1938-
39, Sipge the county had  retived
1$36,286.75 during the preceding fis-
il year, the court said, the oan was
wvalid and the stale Board should
turmn the $£25,000 over to the county
board.

County  Superintendent Howaltd
Walker stated yesterday that o gov
ernment proiect has been approved
for $52.008 in connection with  the
Cove Creek building orogram,  ang
that work on the mapnificent strue-
ture will begin in early spring.  Ten
thousand dollars of this sum mav be
spent for materials, and the remain-
ing $52.000 will be used for the ent-
ployment of relief labor.  No esli-
mate was made of the final cost of
the building.

COMMITTEE 10
 WRITE PUBLICITY

Special Chamber of Commerce
Group From Blowing Reock
and Boone to Edit Publicity

A commiltee consisting of C.

S

and Howard Holshouser of Blowing
Rock: Wade E. Brown, J. C. Canipe
and S. €., Eggers of Boone was ap-
pointed at o joint Clinmber of Com-
merce meeting held here Friday eve-
ning, for the purpese of gathering
material and having stories written
for the Trailways Magazine, Nations
a1l Motor Coach Guide and Highway
Traveler,

Mr. Howard Holshouser was
named to fill the place on the com-
mittes made’ vacant by the tragic
death of Ben D. Greene on Lthe fol-
lowing day.

The committee held  ats  initial
meeting Mondav, and the members
are to' cather pictires and material
for the next few days, and complete
the publicity ‘at a meeting to be held
the lattér part of the week. The
deadline for the completion of the
Highwav Traveler article is Febru-
ary 15

Mr. Herman Wilcox, preswdent of
the Boone Chamnber of Commerce.
asks that those having good pictures
%f scenes in this  section,  submit
them to him or som member of the
committee. If the committee has
Success in sSecuring space  in  the
three publications, it is felt that it
will be of incalculable benefit to the
Blowing Rock-Boone section.

Ralph Greene Gets
Regular Assignment

Ralph G. Greene, who was ap-
pointed postoffice inspeclor some
months ago, has now been assigned
to the Greensboro territory, whicn
embraces 11 counties in the Pied-
mont  seclion.  Mrs. Greene and
children have joined him and they
established their home in Greens-
horo.

Mr. Greene, who .has recently re-
turned from a 30-dav assignment in
the state of Georgia. has receivad
a letter from the chief inspector
commending him on his splendid
progress. -

| Textile Convention
At Blowing Rock

- The Southern Textile Association
will’ hold its annual convention in
Blowing Roek in the second or third
week in June, it has been announc-
ed by Ellis Royal of Charloite, sec-
retary and treasurer of the organi-
zation.

Scout Week Feb. 8-14

Mr. B. W. Stallings, local scout-
master, states that ali Scouts are in-
vited to meet with the college troop
Thursday evening at 6:30 in the
Scout hut near new dormitory. All
Scouts in the county are urged to be

present,

8, 168

itation amendment 1o the staie con- |

Prevelte, chairman; G. C. Ruobbins |
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proved June 20 and the notes were |
to the stnh-]
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- Greene Meets Death
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;i 2 | Efforts 1o Resuctitate Weil-
Hitler’s Friend Enowa Citizen Fails; Was
| Leading Figure in Civie Life
i of Blowing Rock; Funeral Ser-
vices Held Sunday Are Wide-
lv Attended

Ben D, Greene, 34-year-old
temployee of the Northwest Car-
| olina Utilities Company of Blow-

ing Rock, met death by electro-
cution last Saturday morning as
lhe worked on an electrie line in
|the residential section of West
iJefferson.

The ac
currva

dent is said to have oc-
vhen he énd other linemen
transferring  wires,  Winficld
e, who was on the pole with
e when he came in contact
Lie high voltage lines, relcased
ured man within a space of
¥ vered to the
., and artticial respiration was
within  three minutes, Ef-
@ revive him were continued
oo and a halfl hours '«
juick action of Woodie sived
Greonc from. beine burmed and
al first it was thought he might be
Imevived.

Folkeslone, England.—Miss Uni-
ty Mitford being carried o an
ambulance lo relurn fo the home
of her parenis. Lord and Lady
Reberdaia, at High Wycombe. Ac-
cording fo an unconiitmed report.
she made a suitide aftempt for
love of Adoll Hitler, Hitler eall-
ed her the “perfect type of Nor-

Funrral Sunday
dic beautv. .

serviees were conducted
Blowing Rock  Baptist
i dast Surndlay afternocon, Rov.
ip Fletcher, the pastor, being
gssisted in' the rites by Hev. Sexlon
LBuchanan, Presbyterian  minister,
pund imterment was in the city ceme-

BLOWING ROCK
EXPECTS B ]‘:ST ﬂL‘lﬁ::n bearers. wore: Dewey Story,
SEASONIN YEARS Gt % S Girg o

g George  Herring, Vernon
:%_Im-dy_ Honorary: Members of the
5 ; ol . . mare Department and C. S. Provelle
Rtts.nrl van. Continues to Grow { G. M. Sudderth, Fugene Story, W. S

in Popularity and Is Now {)maili_:nn--w.r Collis Grb:c:ne. A B, Craig,
S 16200 Robbing o Winfield . Woodie,
of the .Mosl Famed of _AI{}\\'.I!I;.-:- Wyeatt, Conrad Presnell, R, A.
Mountain Resorts; Many ;'\c:wigln}marci{u-r. H:u}(’iun Foster, Paul
AT ; i aifey, Ambrose Underdown, Frank
Entertainment Facilities Ueenbour, Cameron, Williams,  Cecil

Funeral
from  the

oA L Critehier, Lloyd Rebhing, Dike Cus-
{(Blowing Rock Special 1o Char- fler, € D Haneyeitt and McKinley
lotte Chseryved) L ANErs,

Blowing Rock, a resort town im-( 0 S\ large number of people gather
portant to the wvacationists for the{od Jur the funcral, and tho floval
last half century, 15 basking ip tholoffenng was one of the most pro-
glory of its best season in recent|fUse ever seen ab this season of the
vears and points to oentinued prog-; yvear. The fallowing ladies were-in
ress  wilh pleneer | “clunate Fehaige of the Howors: Misses Fllen
chaser’ returning 1o jein A npew | Uoffoy, Mary Klutz, Kathloen Mos-
clientele in coupling comior, from | W, Corige Knight, Katherine Un-
the heat with secinl o recraationat | derdown. Jackic Crags Mahel Cof-
advantages i tey, Lenic Robbins, Louise Prevette,

Fifty years ago  Blowing Mok y b Williams, Lucille Coffey,
was called exclusive, iniiniy hivasse Heuna - Coffoy, Jean Hartley, Jewel
the lack of adequote trunsportafion | Harticy.  Buth  Weaver, = Blanche
puor roads, and the expense of slear-y Peanelly - Mesdaines.  Joe  Greene,
ing ground vatsed the cost or sw- | Don Greene, Carnie Johnson, George

MEring abhyve the  aveenee  wanes | Herring Bob Haedin, 1AL Pannella;
level.  One or two exaslient butels | Duke Custer, B -Maddux, Mary, Bo-

for the perind, notabiv the Biowing (hek, Beulah Sudderth, Lieona Cof-=
Rock Liotel, were the oply Gonfers | ley, Bessie Corley, Anne  Couneill,
atering 100 palrons Wwho: conld m-_.ﬁ(“.‘urnurnnl Williams, Cecil Critcher,
afford or did not waint to build theirulack Rainey, 0
own summor homues. | Many Attend Rites
It remained for e prospority of Among those from'a distance  at
1925-29 to fovecast resort p._‘,;,,-mng.! tending the riles were: Mr. znd Mrs
tics for the mountin section.  The | Sam Horton, Mrs, Dave Mast, Mr.
building of Green Puck apd May-{and Mrs. Tom Baird, Mr. and Mrs
view Manor Lotels' sigualed o onew | Tom Banoer, Mrs, Bill Binner, Mr.
deal for Blowing Rock o s time, (John Horton and others from Sugar
und the resgrt industry besan to in-; Grove and Valle Crucis: Mr, E. W,
cresse. With' these capus the con- | Mullikin, Richrond, Vis.; W. H. Mor-
striction of many - summer  homes | 0ison, Asheviile;  Ambrose Under-
and ins 1a harbor'a selective group fdown, B, L. MeMillan and Mr. Du-
or vacationists val of Lenoir; J. B. Crisp, Elizabeth-
Blowing Rock and the immediate | ton. Tenn Ralph Norman, Johnson
sectivn’ thus developed  in accord ) City, Tenn; B, B. Woody, H. €,
with the impression of individuoals | Baley, Cecii Angel, Burnsville; Wal-
and hotel corporations.  Citizens to-| ter Wyait, Mr. and Mrs. R. A, Bum-
day Stand bn proud review of iis|garner, Spartar Winfield Woodie,
progress and history whieli  dates | Mr: and Mrs; Lunrad Presnell, Mrs.
hack o 1858 when Colonel Jamies{Mae Brown, West Jeiferson: Mr, and
Harper of Lenoir, built ibe first| Mrs. Lotex Johnson. Statesville: Al-
summer home. His movement was|ired, Ella and Ehizabeth Ray, WL
toilowed by Len Estos and William | Fulkerson, Mrs, Mary Patton, Miss
Norns along with a number of ot ! Corine Kaight and others of Hick-
ers who bégan 4o entértain priman- | ©r¥: Mrs. Rathnael Wilson, Lenoir;
ly s an-accommodation.  During the Mr. and Mis. Max, Sidney «nd Stew-
vears of the Civil War the wives of | 2rt Cannon, Charlotie; Mr. and Mrs.
many of the Blowing Rock summer | Den Bannér, Flizabethton: Mr. and
colony residents took refuge in the Mrs. Eudy of Concord: Miss Pearl
monuntains. Watauga county  being | Buingarner. Mount Holly.
divided in loyaities, these families| __The Survivors /
experienced some hardships, but the| The survivars include the widow,
consequent  serimmaging between | the former Miss' Velma Cannon of
iactions was not desLructive. | Blowing Rock; one brother. R. L.
Alter the Civil War, Blowing|Greene of Biowing Rock; three sis-
Rock assumed leadership among the | lers. Mrs. J. R Puett, Hickory: Mrs.
mountain resorts of the state. The|Metline E. Clubine,  Los  Angeles,
wild and rugged scenery and cool  Califsand Mis Alma Miller, Blow-
climate opened to the publiic by the|ing Rock.  The mother, Mrs. Ben
completion of the Lenoir and Yonah-| Greene, also survives.
lossee turnpikes in 1900, initiated a | Valuable Citizen
boom period which tan through the| Mr. Greene was one of the most
prosperous twenties and is still reAI_D“P“]‘“ young men in Blowing
ilected in the new expansion pro-tRf'“k- where he had been employed
gram at hand. { by the Northwest Carolina Uilities
The village gets its name from! 197 the past thirteen years. He was
the natural oddity of the famed!Secretary of the Biowing Rock Fire
Blowing Rock. The giant monolith|{Pepariment. director of the Cham-
of granite hanging over Johns River | 2¢F of Commerce, and was actively
gorge 1700 feet below 'is in itself|¢lEaged in all civic movements. He
enough to create inspiriation to the! W3S also a partner with George Rob-
tourists, yet this is amplified by the | PIns i the R. & G Electric Co.
winds sweepmg up the walley and
over the rock to caress the entire
landscape. The peculiar phenome-
non of handkerchiefs and hats be-
ing whisked back into the hands of
the sender by the breeze bears le-
¥ends based on Indian superstitions
pertaining to constant winds.
Whereas the early ciientele to the
resort  were  primarily. | “climate-
chasers” of middle age and past; in-

Clarence Trexler
Loses Home in Fire

A blaze which is believed to have
| originated from a defective flue on
| Saturday afternocon  destroyed the
| home of Mr. Clarence Trexler at
Bamboo. However, through the
Lelp of neighbors Mr. Trexler was

terested only in the cool bracing air
and the scenic and historic moun-
tains, a new generation is coming
up in these times to enjoy Blowing
Rock's seasonal and  scheduled
(Continued on Page Right)

able to remove all the furnishings
from the doomed structure, with the
exception of one bed.

The house, which was an old one,
was valued at only a few hundred
| doliars, it is said.

has =l




