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SYNOPSIS: 'P cg_. £y Horton,
working aff her temper knocking
balls about the golf course. shat
ters the windshield of a parked
autemobile.  Harry Wiison, the
owner, insists that she tell him
what is wrong., She esxplains that
she has written her schoal room-
malte that zhe is engaged. Now
the room-mate is coming to visit
her. Really Peggy is kept in such
strict seclusion by her grandmoth-
¢r that she never meels any boys
—and isn't engaged. Her sister,
Maxine Trusheart, is a successhul
sereen star. The young man in-
sists thal Pegpy borrow the ring
his fiance has just returned and
pretend it is her engagement
ring. On her way hone she meets
an attractive young n° who' in-
quires the way 1o Rosswaood.

CHAE"]'ER VI

Nancy stoad <l 4 moment think-
ing.

Ohyall wight, 14 I' finally.
“Only L stitl don't ap [‘}l- o ol hav-
ing thut  deteclive comie: 1 just)]

know he is going o get vs all in a |

lot of trouble. How did he i'\:_:|.,~;u'!ai
o be here wnd konow apcut you?"
she asked, o Muxine,

“"He ‘wu e stutdio in Hoilv-
wuod and he driving  to New |
York. While was in Chicago he
talked to the West Coast studios @ud

they told him that I was stopping
here for a little wvisil before | wont
on east, so he came down here just
to make sure that there had been no
change in 1y plens,

“He didn't think 1 would arvive
unti  tomorrow, but tonight
heard someone in the hotel say
had seen me today, so ke called
right away. He wanted to see me
anyway,
all

he said

ring. right. And he is
coming out in the morning. 1 tkink
maybe T had betler explain. 1t 1o |

he |
ne |

so when Peggy supggested !
naving him come out to look for ‘ull(.‘!

+08 into this room of her ancestor 5y
{and being judded by Gran.  She re- |
|rnr~-:.l-c red a detective: she had seen
| in one of Maxine’s pictures. ‘He was |
la Iar;,e fat man who wore a derhy
'hal on the back of his head, and who
seemed always to have a l-._-ng cigar
stuck in the eyrner of 'his mouth. !
Suppose that was the man she couid |
L hear Maxine talking to rnow in the |
{hall.  Couid Maxine really know |
i:.umw:mo like that? 1f a fat man with |
a'derby on the back of his head and |
].1 cigar in the corner of his mouth
|ernteved this rogin he might just as|
‘ well give up all thought of his helg-
ying: her find the ring. Gran would
“:ft ric ol him without giving him a

chanoe, she Wos sure.
E "0k, ! hupe he 't be tad had ™
E ho! prayed ferventiy

fooleie pa ; i
L LE W o e how Grar
| greetd Iooked | o

soe what 1

o o meet yorr, D

Newio suiinced  as’ if
! teally .H.mt :'!‘ the mus
arcund Pe s closcd

*I can't

tell you—"" didn’!
hear any more. Her oyes o open
Inow.  Wide open.  She knew t{hati
| voi He' wwasn't' Tal, he wasn't|
(wearing a derby, and he  did  not
| haver a clgar in his  mouth. M|
| Newton was the man from Califor-

|nia.  So that was what a real detec- |
| tive was like.

YAnd my sister, Miss
Horton,” Maxine was s
had introduced
| Begigy had been. standing in the|
shadows of the troom and be evi-
dentiv had not seen her until Max- |
Revcanizing hes he
istavted cagerly forward.

“How do you do?" was har chilly

Margoroet |
saying, after
him to Nancy

=1
PaEIE

fine snoke. oW

Gran, so you all can be a few min-  greeting, |
utes Jate tor breakfast. 1 thinke it He stopped abruptly, - “How  dal
would be best for Gran to ask e |vou d6?” he answered with no mn-
most ol her questions, ’ogpy would | flestion,
probably get all mixed ap. {1 the man ' eruzy?l o Pegpy
Maxtne had alvéady made hee ox- ythoughi. “hpaging Gran's expros-|
planations the next morning \»!uﬂi%m if 1 had rushed fovaward anct |
the two girls reached  the dinibe | we had shaken s - Nieeexplasy
oo, Mrs Horton' looked  up at ! netion.  We had tidked twice with-1

them &5 oy entered.

"My dear,” ghe said, addiessing |othet ene was. Yes, that would H.ive
Naney, "1 {ecl 50 h'uhy ta hear \in ponie over big, T ean see whoere he
your engagement ring has ‘bren mis- fand Gran will not gel along at all?
placed  while ‘on g wisit to us, 1} But on the contrary he and Gran

do trust that this young man—New-
ton did ydu say his name was, Max-
ine?—will be able to find it guickly
for you. Maxine assures me e is
among the best in his line in Cali-

fornta. Have you thought back
carefully over your sdctions  since
you last saw your ring, Nancy?"

0Oh, yes, Mrs, liurl.cln guits care-
fully.”

“¥ou do 'seem lo take the matter
very sensibly, I am  sure. Peggy
looks more as if she had not slept
than you do."

It ‘was true that Peggy had not
siept well. She had been out of bed
several times to look agam among
the clothing she had worn ta  the
train.  Could it be possible that she
had dropped it on the old wooden
platform of the station when' she
went to put it into her bag? Or had
it just dropped in plain sight of any-
one who might come along and pick
it up? But she remembered so well
putting it inlo the bag and closing
it.  What on earth was she going
to say to Harry next Wednesday if

she had not found it by then? So
her mind raced throughout the
night. No wonder Gran thought she

logked as if she had not slept.

“OF course [ am worried, Gran. To
have Nancy lose such a gorgeous
ring herel’

Her grandmother smiled at her.
“But, my dear, rings cannot 1run
away. And weé know that there is
no one here who would have taken
it, so that leaves it simply misplaced.
I feel sure that Mr. Newton will be
able to suggest the place where it
must be, O, that must be lhe
hear an automobile. We will go into
the front parlor and see him there.”

Maxine followed William 1o the

front door while Mrs. Horton and
the two girls crossed the hall and
entered the front parlor. Peggy was
surprised that her grandmother had
chosen this place to receive a detec-
tive. 1t was here that Gran usually
greeied her more important guests.

The old lady settled herself 'in a
high backed chair with her back to
the window, her tiny feet placed
dainfily side by side on an ottoman,
the covering of which had been
woven by her mother-in-law. When
Mrs. Horton sat in that big chair
with. her feet on the ottoman she
was like some little powerful judge
who passed sentence on those who
were brought before him. Peggy
understood that now. Her grand-
mother was going to judge this Mr.
Newton whom Maxine was recom-
mending. Peggy had not thought of
judging a detective. except by his
speed in taking over the job and
finding the ring.

She smiled to herself as she
thought of some big Irishman—
weren’t all detectives . Irish, or did
that only apply to city cops?—com-

i

!vul cither of us knowing who the

spamed Lo be getling along famous-
Iy. - She had been watehing M
Newton closely. and now smiled at
him—one of Gran’s nicest smiles—
janid he smiled back, and Peggy felt s
sure it was one of his very best,

also.

"You won't think mec presump-
tous, “will wvou, Mr. Newton,” Gran
hegan, “if I ask you which you con-:
|51dm the greatest—Sherlock Holmes,
i Philo’ Vance or Hercule Poirot?"

Mr, Newton drew his chair a lit-
tle ecloser to the high backed one
that held his hostess and  leaned
forward with enthusiasm.

“Presumptucus? I should say nof,
but wou see that  is something 1
would much rather discuss with you
than just answer right off. As T see
it Sherlock Holmes had—" But Peg-
gy lost track of the conversation as
she turned & puzzled face to Max-
ine, who shrugged her shoulders and
looked blank. What on earth were
they talking about?  Of course she
had heard of Sherlock Holmes, but
what had he {o Jdo with these other
two men? And what did Gran know
aboutl detectives? Peggy fell sure
she had never seen one before.

“Well, putting 1t another way.”
Gran began again, “which detective
method do you use?”

“To tell you the truth, I rather
combine a little of each of them and
from that make my own method. T
find T get the best results that way.”

Mrs. Horton nodded slowly. “Yes,”
{she agreed. “I see how that might
| be done. Now in this case, of course,
tall you have to go on is that Miss

Sawyer arvived here with the ring
rin her possession and - last night

when she went to put it on it had
disappeared.”

“The servants?” the detective be-
gan quickly, but Gran raised her
small hand peremptorily.

“To doubt the servants, Mr. New-
ton, is out of the question.”

“So that is that,’ he agreed.

“You are quite sure you had the
ring with you?” he continued, turn-
ing to Nancy. Peggy was feeling
very uncomfortable both for herself
and for Nancy, but the latter merely
shrugged her shoulders.

“Of course I had it. And now no
one can find it she replied indif-
ferently.

He looked at her in silence for =2
moment. ‘“You make it sound like
“Thimble, thimble, who's got the
thimble'.” he told her. “Now I shall
use my own method,” he explained
to Mrs, Horton. *“Miss Sawyer lost
her ring, but the first person I
should like to question i1s Miss Mar-
garet.”

“Just as you think best,” Gran
agreed, rising quickly, turning to
Maxine and Nancy. ‘“Come, girls.
We shall wait on the back terrace
for your next move.”
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Dhdeda't rab it in.
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“Can’t we go outside some pl: '(t':

1o taik?” he asked Pegpy when the i
Lothers had disappeared down
hall. - She glanced through the pai-
lor winrlo-.-;a =i the rose ;,a“cl: 5

*We might go outl there
gested.
Leaving the house. quietly  they
at down the front steps and tura-
ing the corner 'of the house enlered
the rose garden.
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(E sE . find '
uddled. Last -11"‘11
n Maxine said her | sister had !y,
Jost ner ring and for me to'eome ont!
tand help fitd it it secmed ail right
{Of course, I didn't know then 1‘ i1
ther s was you.  And I didu’t
kEnow that you were engaged. And

now to be perfectiy honest
Eive

I don't
& hoot about finding your en
aagement ring. | Couldn’t just
forges that and talk abou! ourselves
hile?
riainly

W

not,” Pepey said indig-

napily, steppmg  into the summer
house shall answer any queslions
you ¢ to ask aboul the ring, hut
that is ail.”

L suppose you're right” he sigh-
v, saating himself beside here,

one thing at a time Wetlls ier's Jur-
vy and get it over. Now 0
ringasdost. By the way, w m.t Riod

of o ring 15 T
“An cngagement ving”
"Yos, a0 L have heen

hut you
What's all this hig
iden anywaey aboul so nuch secroey?
If it's your engagement ring why
ctend toow grandinolher that

Miss Nu 3
“We' can

e,

o all

go
Peggy told him coldly.

that some

(Continued Next Woek)

CUT IS ORDERED IN
AMOUNT OF COFFEE USED

Washington, ‘April 2¥.—The war
prodiction board today ordered a 25
per cent cut in the consumption of
(coffee,  Lecause  of  “uncertnintios
about future supplies.”

The cut was brought about by an
order reducing the amonnt of coffee
which may be delivered by roasters
and accepted by the wholesalers in
any month to 75 per cent of deliver-
ies in the corresponding period of
1941.

The government will not attempt
to ration coffec at the consumer
level, WPH said, bui the wholesalers
are Hexpected Lol pass the cut along
Lo their customers as eqguitably  as
possible.”

“This action was taken ‘1o con-
serve supplies now on hand for the
army, navy and eivilian population
and to make future supplies go as
far as possible” the hoard’s  an-
nouncement said,

DON'T FEED THE BEAR

Raleigh, April 28—There are [ew
people who haven't received a ticket
for speeding or passing on a hill or
simifar traffic violations, bul you
can get a ticket for feeding - the
bearsion Nuorth Carolina state high-
ways.

Why not feed the bears? The main
reason 15 they are wild and are just
a Iittle too playful at times. Of
course, there are other unusual reg-
ulations, such as not picking wild
flowers, throwing stones at {rees, not
taking your pet cat with you, or
dumping all trash into garbage cans.

Ready for Jerry

Armored cars, equipped with anfi-
aircraft machine guns, bhalt at side
of road somewhere in England dur-
ing maneuvers (hat keep the garri-
sen army on ils toes. These cars
are used for sdvance reconnals-

sance work. They are not as ma-
neuverr de as the U. S, jeep car.
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Winston Churchill at his favorite
pasiime—next o prime minister-
ing—laying bricks. During = visit
fo an anti-aircraft batiery, Chureh-

|
+ il saw some soldiers busy building
'. a brick wall, He took a ha

mier Churchill holds 2 1-.
union card.
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| These steps ih laxes the

flap ap sl ¢ oration t not
(3] sary Lo confinticd prodaction,

iction in the present le-
teal ma i prices for farm prod
ucts, with mereased awae biond buy-
ing and delt paving, and swith rut-
wning ol sturce  sssentials, would,
he predicted, avert £ liv-
ing hardships of it d War

l with a1

Lhe af

“We cannot f{ight woe
cannot exert our maxinium it on
g spend-ns-usual basig;” Mr, Rpose
velt said n o a speci 1718 (L 1)
congress.” “We cannot have all woe
want, iHour soldiers uand sailors are
to have all they need,”

[.Br amplicaticn  he oppossd. any

yehange in the wage-hour law. assoct
g that most defe: warkers weie
nuw working move than 40 -hours a
week, and that they should be paid
ume and a hall for overtime; lest
there be a reduction in their wookly
pay cnvelopes.

In addition to slashing high
aries down Lo $25.000 by taxaiion, he
fordsaw g process  of @ stabilizing
wages through protests io and deci-
sions by the war labor board, whicl
would Peontinue to give due ¢on-
sideration o inequalities ' apd  the
ehmunation ¢f sub:standuards of liv-
ang.”  Bxisting  contracls  belween
employers and emplovees shorld, he
gaid, be fully honoied “in all fair-
ness.”

The office of price administvation
is expected o announce soon. a gen-
eral price order, freezing prices
of some time in the rocent
probably March,

Except for taxes and foi deducing
the limit on agricultural prices, Mr.
Rooseyelt said in his message that
no new legisiation would be needed
to make the program possible, He
asked for quick congressional ace
tion on taxes and farm prices. how-
ever.
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REDS CLAIM BAG OF 1.500
NAZI PLANES IN 6 WEEKS

London, April 20— Spoviet p;loh
and ground batteries destroyed 560
German planes in the =ix weeks
ending April 14, to amass one of the
biggest scores of the air war, the
Moscow radio announced tonight.

The reported bag was remurkable:
in-itself but all the miore so because
1,000 of the Nazi craft were declared
knocked out during March alone,
when blizzards caused some of the
worst flying weather encountered
by Red airmen.

Aerial warfare has exploded in
the far north with the Soviet air

force smashing heavy Nazi assaults
upon the Red northern fleet, the
Russians  announced. In one en-

gagement 15 German crait were de-
clared downed without a Soviet 1oss.

The biggest news from the eastern
front was the report that the Rus-
sian army of the center had drawn
its big guns up to within range of
Smolensk, center of German mili-
tary power, about 230 miles west of
Moscow, while northern Russian
forces were violently assaulting the
main German and Finnish lines
about Leningrad.

JAP DESTROYER DESTROYED

‘Washington, April 21.—The navy
tonight recorded another heroic ex-
ploit by Lieut. John Bulkeley, the
“torpedo boat terror,” while the war
department reported the sombre tid-
ings that only 107 of an estimated
3,000 American national guardsmen
got away from bloody Bataan.

Bulkeley,  scourge of Japanese
mariners and the man who piloted
the torpeda boat which Brought Gen.
Douglas MacArthur safely out of
TLuzon, was revealed to have bagged
a Jap cruiser in recent action near
the southern Philippine island of
Cebu.

The more grain included in the
cow’s ration, the more milk the cow
produces.
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States. [ 311 tons of Run of Mine
Al arrangements made with :1|::_\'-’ 105 tons of Egg
ors. postmasters, supenntendents of Anyone wishing {o present, hids

| may rocsive the forms by

lowns 1o be visited have also bheen ol the counly superiniendent’s of-
cancelled. The tnp, was  to  have | fice,
started May 4, endod June 2, with W. H. WALKER,
three stops a day in praciically ov- Counky '-iupr--m-.!a-n-'u nk,
ery leading town in the state whichj—m—m———m————— TEETT Y
does not have a navy reeriting sli- NOTICE OF ADMINISTHRATION
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MYRTLE CAUDILL, Admis.
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WATAUGA INSURANCE AGENCY

All Kinds of Insurance

We Are Glad to Serve You
E. A. GAULTNEY GORDON H. WINKLER
Nerthwestarn Bank Bullding

BOONE, N. C.

PROTECT YOUR FAMILY

by becoming a member of

REINS-STURDIVANT BURIAL

ASSOCIATION
TELEPHONE 21 . . . BOONE, N. C.

A 25 cent fee is charged upon joining, after which the following
dues are in effect:

Quarterly Yearly Benefit
Gneito'Ten Years "aor il 10 A0 $ 50.00
Twa to Twenty-nine ¥ears | .. .20 80 1(0.00
Thirty to Fifty Years ... 40 1.60 100.00
Fifty 1o Sixty-five vears ... .60 240 100.00
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