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U5.S. KEPHART
SET FOR FRIDAY

Mother of Blowing Bo@ Hero,

Killed in the Fighting on
Guadaicanal to 'Fake Bart in
Ceremony at Charleston Navy
Yard This Week

Charleston] S. C.; Jan; 1-<In cere-~
monies at the Charleston Navy Yard
Friday, Jan, T, Mrs. A. P. Kephart,
ai Blowing Rock, N. €., formerly of
Green..bcm N. Ci, will christen a
new gestroyer escort, the U.S.S.
Xephart, named for her naval hero
som, the late L. William Perry Kep-

hart, a naval flier killed in the
struggle, last: vear for control of
Guadalcanal.

Citizens of Greensboro provided
maney for the new warship when
they purchasecd $5,000,000 worth of
war bonds in the third *war loan
drive and earmarked them for the
canstruction of this fighting vessel

Mrs. Kephari, as a sponsor, will
have a5 her maid of honor her
daughte:r, Miss Margaret Eephart, of
Washinglon, or in the event of Miss
Wephart's absence, Mrs. W. E. Dill,
ol Broomall, Pa,

W. H. Sullivan, mayar of Greens-
buro, and  iong-time friend of the
Kephant family, will be & principal
speaker at the christening of the
.88, Kephart.

The 'U. 5.'S. Kephart. named for
the daring naval flier who lost his
life in aerinl action against the Japs
over Guadaltanal on Oct. 14, 1042,
was  officiaily - undocked in . the
Chazleston. navy yazd some timo
agn.

It is one of the destroyer escoris
consimicted in building docks under
an - accelerated . navy - ship construc-
1ion program. In the effort fo suve
time and to speed the new warships
to the fleet, ceremonies for chris-

gree in mechanical engineering.

s Following his graduation from the
upmmtr. he enlisted in the nayal
resetve in Washinglon on Aug. 15,
1837, ‘and received his pnzlxmma.ry
flight training there. He was
- painted aviation cadet in Nov e:mber
1987, and ordered to the naval air
stntm Pensgcoln, Fla,, for aviation
tmttlie‘hun. n November, 1038, he
wasr den}g'nated nt’ﬂ&l avietor and

.M‘zet duty \\th the r:anier ai.r

'mmrrattaehed totheU.S.S.Sam

mada
chsp and theAsjalic-Pa-
c}ﬂg Ama ampaign mednl..
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Diwight D, Eisenhower,
who was named commander of the
main Eurdpean invasion force.
Wiaen he le#t Algiers to take over
hi; new post he flatly announced:
Ve will win the Eurcpean war
in 1944

POSTAL RECEIPTS
AT BOONE OFFICE
SHOW BIG INCREASE

Gross Receipts for 1943 Ovwer
1942 at L.ocal Postoffice is 18
Fexr Cent: Money Order Sales
Siow 88 Per Cent Rise; 5127+
H 0 War Eonds Sold

Sen.

“A general ‘increase in the business
at the Boone postoffice during the
year 1948 1s°shown in figures made
public by John “E.. Brown; Jr., the
| postmaster, who reveals that the
grmmlp;stormeofﬁoeasof
Décerr ber "31,°1943; were $22.480/10,

oo ‘qewsmmam il

period in 1942

Mr. Brown ;urther alatex that
stamp sales for December, 1943, were
$2.643.39, as compansd to $2,256.90
for December, 1942 or an; infrease
of 2386.49. The incresse in mohey
order sales was $43,8i2.28, or 38 per
cent over 1942. Tn 1942, money or-
ders were issued in the amount of
$115,241,63, in 10483, $159,231.63.

Whar savings stamps to the smount
of $7,121.35 were sold during . the
year; - internal ‘Revenue stamps
Lamounted to $823.65, and motor ve-
hicle: stamp’seles  were $5,306,90,

A United States War bonds- were sold

in 1943 1w the smount ok $127,000-

_Postmaster Brown states ll:at dur-
ing the year the rural routes were
adjusted mst..,hgwag e to atford

{additional 'and nﬁpmed Seryite to
5P| the patrons of the: two muteﬁ amt ot

the local pmtutﬁce

SALES PASS Twa
~ MILLION

Opening Day of Pus!-ﬂalldpy
Pericd Sets New Record on
Floors of Locai Warehouses;
47-Cent Season Average, Four
Sales Weekly

Tobacco sales on the floors of I‘J_m
Mountain Burley Warehouses on
Wednesday will bring the sezson to-
tal to more than one hundred thou-
sand pounds sbove the sale for the
entire 1942-43 period, if conseryatiye
estimates of Mr. R.. C. Colemab,
warehouseman; on. the poundage eof
the auctions now being conducted,
are borne out. , ;

If the sales of today reach. 125,
000, as is confidently expected; the
total sales as of tonight will be 2~
030,000, os comparea with 1,806
000 for the entire period last year
The season average is reported by
Mr. Coleman as being 47 cents per
pound,

The first post-Christmas aaction
held on Monday, resuitad in  the
sale of 179,000 for an average of 48
cents, breaking all former records
of the local market for a compar
able day, both as fo total fonnage
and average price; on Tuesday 124,
000 pounds were sold, and today’s
sales will easiiy reach 125,000. With
a large amount of tobacco on the
floors, 17 trucks, most of them laige
ones, were unloading  as the sale
opened, and receipts are’sxpected.
to be large for the next several dayh.

Banner Crops i

One of tha best sales 1o be; made
Tuesday waz by Mr. A. T. Arnold
of Crumpler, Ashe county, ‘who sold
480 pounds st 80 cents; with
average fcr his entire big crop of 58
cents. Before Christimas Nate Jar-
vis, of Madisca county, sold the -
bacco from one acre for an average
of 54 ceria or for. the net sumof

house fees ‘and .41l rharges paid.

burley belt, was brought about be-
cause  of th” | difficulty  redrying
plants are having in keeping up
with deliveries, due to the shortage|
of labor

Boone Lions Club
Meets With OPA Baard

‘The Boone! Lmns Llub met at the
Gateway Cafe Tuesday evening Jan.
4. The Watauga County Ration
Board ‘were guests ¢f the ‘club for|:
the evening, end inittodoced by Dr.
D. J. Whiterer, publicity | director
of 'the  board, tl-v mcmheﬂ snoke
briefly i

In commenning the i:ne work of
the ‘board, Lion Wade E  ‘Hrown

{Bave somelbjng of | the ~history of

the board’s activitiss. Chairman
Gordon H. Winkler spoke of the dif-
ficulties of administéring the pros
gram. Mr. Winkler, one of. ‘the
 original members of ‘the committee,
_ {has seen the work grow in mmport-
ance in the lives of Watauga coun=

mhmu. Mr. S. F. Horton,” anothen

invasion coast with more ttum 3,000
tois of bombe foday in a dawn-to-
ausk’ offensive emgiloymg pmbahh'
the wai'y greatest . v of fight
Bircraft in ‘a single day.
Allied air officers ' thréw about
3,350 p!anﬁ at northwest- Genmmy
the French mvasmn !

' member, spoke briefly. Other mem-

bers who. spoke were Ray. Walter!
K Keoys, ut.mowing Rock, and Mz,
W . Greene. '

THe dfeaturs talk | of the E\.emx-;
was delivered by, Mr. ‘Richard £.}
Olsen, executive: sectetnry of the
local rationing board, ' In explaim-
ing the purpose of OPA, he stressed
the importance ot rationmg ag. . &
means of hnld..n; back inflation and
" | protecting the economic life of th=
post-war pericd.  He asked that peo-
ple learn to like raticning- better

me-thanthethlnthepm

tmcent-s{am andProtA_R.Smﬁh
g 'm

- Guests of the evening were Dr. A
ris. O'Sullivan, raanager of the local

{

Ity at. Hiddenite,

anit agent until Nov. 18,

$1,367,. with iranspartation. wares]

n five 45 formerly.  This|
chunge which' affect  the  entire|

p.,item Lion-on-ieave; Mr. Mor- }

Marines and navy Seabees roll drums of gasoline and faoel oil

through the water at Apamamas, o

the marines. The defending Japaness offsred only light resistance o

tha invaders at this po:r.

FLAKEBOWLES IS

MISSING IN ACT[()Ni

Farmer Am’ia'anl County Farm
Agent in Air Corps, Reported
Missing Dec. 20
Lieut. W. Flake Bowles, formerly !
assistant county fanm agent heve,
was reported missing in action in|
the Mediterranean theatre of war on
Decemnber 20th, members of his fam-
N. C., have 'been

advised.

Lieut. Bowles came to- Boone in
June, ‘1841, and was assistant farm
1842, when he
went into-the air corps. He roceiv-
ed his wings and commission on July
23, 1943, and was navigator on a
B-"? bomber wheén he .t"-nled to e~
Awmn from doty-

No further word has been . heard
of Lisut. Bowles and his many
friends here ape st ‘hopeful ‘that
'-wm later be repomd a5 safe

'BANNER YEAR

‘Raporl.s Show Best Twelve Months

Raleigh, Jan. 2-—The North Caro-
lina Baptist cenvenbon had the best
financial year in ils history in i94%
1. L., Morgan, statistical secreizry,
saig yesterday i his year-end-re-

The - convention, made up 68
mhste and two Indian associations,
received a total of $6454 8i882 in
gifts for all purposes, a gain of
$974 809.88, or 172 per cent, . over
layt year.

Gifig to all ‘missions, educauonal
mstitutions and benevoleness fotaled
$1,420.869.19, 5 gain of  $304,50557
over the previous year, and gifts for
local - work -amounted  to  $5,083.-
94983. 15.4 per cent more’ than last
year.

Mnrg;_\n said that the number of
churches' ‘had been  increased  to
2,844 with a combined membership
0f 551,348, u gain of 35 churches and
13,668 membem There were 21-
308 baptisms among whife associa-

'} dn churches and 244 in 35 Indisn

churches,

7 With 12,537~ churches cnmnbuumg
to denominational objects, the per
capita gift to denomination’ objects
was ‘$2.58, and the per capita gift
to local objects was $9.14.

-“The report  showed there are 2-
m Sunday achools, with a fotal
membership of 402, 244. Thirty-six
Indian Sunday schools haw a mem:
bership of 3,647. =t

The four churches repnru.ng i.he

Sundiy school average at-

Tabernacle, of Raleigh, w;th -1,089;
* | Pirst of Charlotte, with 816; First/ol
Greensboro, with 805, and First of

. Wmstlm -Salem, with 806. -

- In Bible school and trammg wm'k,

Supplying Margs

largest,
tendance in the convention were|

S on Apamama

ne of the Gilbert atolis that fell %o

WFA’]‘HER DATA
FOR OLD YEAR

‘Lm:al Man Submits Inlnmhnq Fig.
i urcs on Temperatures, Elc.,
: ’ Fer 1343

HOSIERY PLANF
NOW OPERATING
IN NEW BUILDING

Large Number of Machines Now
in Operstion’ at Baker-Come« |
mack Plant: Bad Weather De-
isys Plant Getting Into Pro-
duction

Manufacturing .eperations started
at the big new plant of the Baker-
Commack Co. here Monday., marn-
ing, and although bad weather hos
interferred with the installation of
machinery, a good part of the equip-
ment waes ready for operalion, with
the opening shift being composed of
27 people.

Already installed are 33 irmt«tin.,
machines, 10 ribbers, 10 loup«erﬁ and
thete will be gradual expansion until
the plani gets into full operatinn,
when thers will be ‘no'less than 100
peaple employed,

Mr. L. E Veale;, of Burlington,
who supervissd the installation of
the new machinery, left Wednesday,
and the plant wiil be in charge of
Mr. Melvin Y. Holt. Mr. Vesale states
that the plant is not organized vet,
and is working wilh litile mere then
il skeletor crew at this timé: how-
éver, as more workers arrive, shd
trained, the plant will gradualiy get
mtp [wll production.

Due largely to the bag \\.eather.

I

| Mr. W. H. Smith, who makes a
| hubbv of recording the whims of the
{elements in this iccality, Iurmshesl
The Democrat the following concise
sumimary of the weather in Boone
during the year 1943:

Average low temperature, .. 418
Average high temperature . . GER
Mean temperature .. . . 523

February 13; 14 and 15 wa.q the
coldest. pericd with temperatore 4
tu 9 below zero.

January 27 and 28, we had an all-
time recornd: siest storm.

April 13, 14 apd 15 were snow
hlizzard: dm :

Jinuery-~Hve snows.

F-ebtuary-——m STOWS,

‘of blizzara,
October—two light snows.
November—tws light snows.
December—two light snows.
First killing Eruats——-&-p!. 14 and
i8.
June, July and August weather:
Low avérage, §3.5 degrees.
High average, 82.0 'degrees.
Meun; 722 degrees.

Spend Week in County

Dr. and Mrs. A. P. Kephart, own-
ers and directors of Camp Yonahlos-
see. and of the Out of Doors School
at Sarasola, Fla., have been at Camp
Yonahilossers for the past week after
a visit to. Miss Margaret Kephart,
who is with the ' Australian Minis-
try of Supply in Washmgmn DLC
and a short stay’ in Greensboro,
Theéy are on their way 1o Charles-
ten 8. G, for the christening of the

SEs. !iephart, destroyer escorl,
narued in -hopoy of their son, Lieut.
William: Perry EKephart, whlch will
oceur on Friday.

Dr, and Mrs, Knphm md Miss
Margaret . Kephart  have  purchised
and mrganmed the Out ‘of Door
Schoal in memory of Lieut. Kephart.
On Oclober 14, the first anniversary

2 special shelf of books in ‘the sehool
library  also in: memory (of - Lieut
Kephart.' Smee then this fund has

school ‘and the Kepharts,

The expect to return to
Wat-raugn County not later than the
first of .June tc operate Camp Yon-
‘ahlpssee for its 23rd sesson. They
are expeeting ‘& full’ sexson ‘since
haif of the places haye alresdy been
reserved. - Very many were turned

‘ments indicate that Tonwill

aremembmottbehmltymd:
.| number-of students are from North

L Apiilicone mew and thmt- 'ﬁ&u '

of his death, they set up a fund forf .

been added to by friends of the|h

away. la;ik yesr and eaxly’ entroli-
hecmaplete al an’ earl!er date this|
mOuLuEDnornSchoolmﬂeve! i

oping very: encouragingly and. the_
} enrollment for the current yearwill ;

number of those havirg in applics-

\ tions for work have not sppeared. :
[‘The management asks that workers

make every effort to report for duly
when notified.  Messrs. Veale and
Holt are swell oleased “with  their -
new building, and with" the progs
ress” being made by the worhﬂn :
who have been recruited ' in lhic'
county.

$20000 LOSSIN -
SA'I‘URDAY BLAZE‘

060 in a fire eurly Saumiq
ing, which destroyed a hue
Bamn, a guantityof feed,
containing - somdé 206,000 :
lumber. ' disorance. was, i 1ore :
covering a«meﬁnng lx.im 20 per stmt
of the Joss; st is said.
The. caose of the wnﬂngratim is
not known: but the fire origineted in
the bam, and the struchuce hurnsd
rapidly. The Boone fire departmeat
responded,  but  sines ity wal
lints’ were not available in ‘Perkinss
ville)'such water as conld he SeCAE
ed from a well was Used 16 protect
property of the Watiuge Livestock
Market. A number of catile wore
taken from the Building, sid ke
structure \was ‘destroyed at about
4. m.. When the fire appearedito
hunu‘cl down, and no further
ger to olher propeﬂy apparent; Tire
fighters returned home: ‘At aboul
a'tlock, - the lumber yverd hurned,
only about 15&00 fﬁetcfhmube:rh&
mg saved

Hol:pl at Elk Pnrk

driller makmg tests at
berry iron mine, and an




