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OFFICIALS TAKE
OATH OF OFFICE
HERE MONDAY

Members of County Govern¬
ment, Chosen in Novem¬
ber Election, Enter Upon
Their Terms; Paul Coffey
Renamed by Board as Coun¬
ty Accountant

Watauga county officials who
were chosen in the election of
November fifth, took the oaths of
office Monday and entered upontheir respective duties.
Fred M. Gragg was first sworn

in as Clerk of the Superior Court
by Austin E. South, who retired
from the post after twenty yearsof service, and Mr. Gragg in turn
tendered the oath of office to the
other successful candidates in the
?.lection.

Sheriff C. M. Watson, incument
for the past four years entered
upon a new four year term.
Jack Storie was sworn in as

County Surveyor, and Richard;
Kelley as Coroner, the latter}being the only Democrat elected,!
his name appearing on both thejRepublican and Democratic bal¬
lots. H. O. Aldridge, A. G. Mil¬
ler and R. M. Ward were sworn
in as county commissioners. Mr.
Aldridge who was named chair¬
man of the board, succeeding W.
M. Winkler, has served for four
years; Mr. Miller has served for
two years, while Mr. Ward is
entering upon his first term.
Miss Helen Underdown, Re¬

gister of Deeds, is the only Demo¬
crat official remaining, and her
term doesn't expire until 1948,
when she will have served twenty
years.
Aside from routine business

matters, the only action taken by
the commissioners, was the re¬
naming of Paul A. Coffey asj
county tax supervisor and county
accountant, a position which he
has held for four years. No action;
was taken on the appointment of
a tax collector, but it was under-'
stood that there wpre a number;
if applicants for the position.
Wiley Day, for four years chief

deputy sheriff resigned this posi¬
tion to return to his place at Lax-
on, and Sheriff Watson named
Carson B. Smith, Matney veteran,
to succeed Mr. Day, it was leam-|
COAL STRIKE

LIMITS MAIL
No Package Weighing More'

Than Five Pounds to Be
Accepted for Mailing

Effective Friday at 1 o'clock,
no parccl post packages can ¦ be
mailed which have a weight
greater than five pounds, or
which are more than 18 inches
long, or 60 inches combined
length and girth, it is stated by
Postmaster John E. Brawn, Jr.
This new regulation, it is stat¬

ed. results from the limiting of
transportation facilities as ;i re¬
sult of the coal strike.

Library Board Names
New Slate of Officers
At a call meeting of the

Watauga County Public Library
Board, which was held Nevember
21, the following officers were
elected

Mrs. Nora D. Warman, chair¬
man; W. H. Walker, vice-chair¬
man; Alma G. Hodges, secretary;
Paul A. Coffey, treasurer.
The following members were

appointed to serve as follows:
Mrs. Nora D. Warman. for 6

years;W. H. Walker, for 6 years;
Alma G. Hodges, for 6 years;
<Paul A. Coffey, for 4 years; Mrs.
*R. H. Harmon, for 4 years; Mrs.
C. G. Hodges, for 2 years; Mrs.
Elsie Hagaman. for 2 years; Mrs.
Harry Webster, for 2 years; Mrs.
D. P. Mast, for 2 years; Mrs. Ed
Harbin, for 2 years.
The Watauga county .public

library is located in the rock of¬
fice building by the courthouse.
We consider the library a great
asset to the county and the pur¬
pose is to get more people inter¬
ested in reading books and other
literature. There is no charge tor
these books and everyone wno
likes to read is invited to come
by the library and borrow books
and magazines

Rev. Mr. Hewitt is
New Lutheran Pastor
Rev A. Kenneth Hewitt, of

Konnarock, Virginia ha.-, consent¬
ed to act ag supply pastor of the
Watauga Lutheran Parish since a

regular pastor has not been called
following the resignation%f Rev.
Hoke H. Ritchie.
Rev. Hewitt, is superintendent

of the Southern Mountain Mis¬
sions of the Lutheran church and
also president of the Konnarock
Training School for girls, Kon¬
narock, Va. He is a native of
Rowan county, N. C. and widely
known throughout the state.

Army and Navy budget re¬
quests facing possible Congress
cuts

.Christmas School Program

THE BIG MOUNT UUUTI8 .

cram has become aa American
and stndrnts plan, organize and

. The ann. I school Christmas pro-
Institution. For months the teacher
memortie their parts.

BABY SHOW TO ASKSEARLYXMAS
FEATURE PLAYMAILING IN CITY

Baby Contest to Feature Stage
Show Being Held by

Quarterback Club

A baby show will be held in
conjunction with the production
"Cornzappopin" which is being
produced under the auspices of
the Boone Quarterback Club and
will be presented on December
12 and 13 for the benefit of the
High School band.

It's one cent a vote, and the
contestants in this clever election
are between the ages of 2 and 6
and are sponsored by the leading
merchants, and the winners will
be presented on the nights of the
show.

This contest starts on Friday
December 6th and closes on Fri¬
day December 13th. Residents
are asked to watch the vote
boxes in the store sponsoring
favorite contestant, and to watch
the bulletin board in the Burgess
window for the daily score. It
will be posted each day

High School Group
In 3-Act Comedy

The Appalachian High School
Junior Dramatics Club will pre¬
sent the "Haunted Tea Room," a
teen-age comedy in three acts,
Friday night at eight o'clock
The characters Include: Linda

Berry. Eleanor Oeer, Lottie Berry,
Mary Jo Gross, Dan Smith, Elmo1
Moretz, Horace Witherspoon,:
Raymond Conner, Claire Lan-
don. Barbara Jones, Josephine,
Boggs, Martha Quails. Snoopy
Crane. Teddy Barnett, Gerald
Tenwick, Bill Winkler. Jesse
Jones, Nell Norris.
The script holder is Joan:

Hughes; light and sound effects,]
Jimmie Cooke; stage managers,
Mary Lee Stout and Erma Nor¬
ris; business manager. Gene
Blackburn.

Lions Club Members
At Sphagetti Dinner

Instead of having the usual
dinner at the Carolina Cafe, the
Boone Liong enjoyed a sphaghetti
dinner at the American Legion
hut Tuesday evening. The pro¬
gram consisted of autobiograph¬
ies by Lions Joe Huffman,
Raleigh Cottrell and FlucJe
Stewart The accounts given by
these men of their past lives were
very amusing and entertaining.

Trie board of directors voted to
endorse and support the South
Piedmont and Charlotte Observer
proposal for raising the pay of
the teachers of the state.

Red Cross Knitting
Should BeoRetumed

Mrs. W M. Burwell, knitting
chairman for the local Red Cross
Chapter respectfully asks that
those who have Knitted garments
turn them in to the Red Cross at
once

Postmaiter Insists That Christmas
Cards and Other Matter

Be Mailed Early

Postmaster John E Brown, Jr.,
is urging the general public to do
Christmas mailing early this year,
in order that employees may ren¬
der the*patrons the very best ser¬
vice, and so that there may be no

disappointments as a result of
parcels failing to reach their des¬
tination by the 25th.
Mr. Brown is particularly anxi¬

ous that Christmas cards be mail¬
ed well in advance, and as an in¬
ducement to the patrons of the
local postoffice states that when
cards are presented for mailing
in quantities of ten or more the
postal workers will stamp them
for the patron. Since some
80,000 to 70,000 cards are annually
mailed from the local office,
with the prospect this year's
mailing will set a new record,
Mr." Brown bespeaks the full
cooperation of the people, in
order that a normal postal ser¬
vice may be given, even during
the peak holiday rush

POLIO CENTERS
TO COVER U. S.

The March of Dimes helped the
National Foundation for Infantile
Paralysis and its Greater New
York Chapter establish a com¬

plete polio treatment and train¬
ing centers at Knickerbocker Hos¬
pital. in New York' City, which
will serve as a model for others
throughout the nation, National
Foundation President Basil O'¬
Connor disclosed today.
Revealing that another such

center is being set up at Chil¬
dren's Hospital in Boston, Mr.
O'Connor said that plans- are un¬
der way for similar units in other
parts of the country.
Mr Bob Agle, Chairman of

the 1947 March of Dimes cam¬

paign committee here, pointed
out that each such center set up
by the National Foundation and
its chapters represents a step
closer to the final defeat of this
crippling disease
, "Equipment and operating
costs of these polio units will total
almost $1,000,000," Mr. Agle said.
"Each contribution to the Janu¬
ary 15-30 March of Dimes brings
ifw closer to establishing more
and more of these vital centers."
These centers, Mr. Agle ex¬

plained, will make possible treat¬
ment of polio patients from on¬
set of the disease until the end
of medical care. They also will
provide facilities for the National
Foundation to train physicians.

No Cut Rale*
Garage Owner.Fourteen dol¬

lars? That's outrageous. I
wouldn't pay Michelangelo to
paint my garage at that price!
Painter (tuculently) .Listen, if

he does the job for any less, we'll
picket the place?

XMAS SHOPPING
SEASON STARTS
AT CITY STORES

I

Retailers See Huge Turnover
of Gift Merchandise. Which
is More Plentiful Than Be¬
fore War: Lack of Trans¬
formers Forbids Street
Lighting
The Christinas shopping sea¬

son is off 'o a good start in Boone,
and stores and shops have the
largest lines of holiday merchan¬
dise seen here since before the
war, leading retailers to believe
that all records of the past will be
broken in total sales volume dur¬
ing the pre-Christmas season.
Although shops and windows

are resplendent with gift items,
the local power company, due to
inability to procure additional
transformers, was unable to fur¬
nish the current for the pre-war
street lighting system, owned by
the merchants. Aside from the
lack of this added touch, the
Christmas season seems to be
jfairly well^back to normal.
J Large numbers of items which
were unavailable last year are
back on the market. Metal wheel
'toys, certain electrical appli¬
ances, and large numbers of dry
goods items which had been gone
to war are back, and the people
who have made of Boone the
shopping center for the northwest
are asked to do their shopping
early to avoid disappointment, in
the face of the heavy demand for
jgift goods.

The Democrat today is devoted
Ito Christmas, and the advertise¬
ments of various business people,
and shoppers will find it worth¬
while to persue its pages care-

i fully before making out their gift{lists, and thus save considerable
time in completing their Christ¬
mas chopping.

Duke Alumni Group
In Annual Meeting

! The Tri-County Alumru As¬
sociation, including the counties
of Avery, Ashe, and Watauga,
held its annual meeting and ban¬
quet at the Carolina Cafe in
Boone Monday evening, Decem¬
ber 2nd. Twenty alumni, and
friends were present. Vice-Presi¬
dent Charlie Jordan of Duke Uni¬
versity was the guest speaker. In
well-'chosen words he traced the
history of Duke University from
its inception as union institute in
Randolph county in 1838 down to
the present. Many notable events
were mentioned, including Trini¬
ty College as a charter member
lot the Southern Association of
[Colleges and secondary schools

1 1895, indenture of trust establish¬
ing Duke University in 1924, and
;membership in the Association of
|American Universities in 1938.
The latter is the highest accredit¬
ing scholastic association in
[America, and includes only four
Ssouthern Universities in its mem-

jbership, namely. University of
(North Carolina, Duke University,
^University of Virginia, and Uni¬
versity of Texas. Mr. Jordap set
forth the present conditions at
,Duke including the efforts being
made to accommodate the vet-
Wans who are returning to the
[campus to pursue futher their
chosen fields of study. Present
and future problems were pre¬
sented and possible solutions to
them discusscd.
At the closc of the address the

'meeting adjourned to the lecture
Iroom of the science building of
Appalachian State Teachers Col-|
.lege to enjoy a color film of the
Duke-Tennessee football game.

A play-by-play account was given|by Heber Smith of Duke Univer-
isity.
A business meeting was held

find the following officers elected
jfor the coming year' I

President, Rev. R J. Starling;!
vice-president. Donald Lumpkin;
[secretary-treasurer. Dr. John G.
'Barden; alumna representative,
Winona Williams

,Buy8 Interest in
Chevrolet Agency

Mr S. L. Troy, of Charlotte,
jhas purchased an interest in the
|Colvard Chevrolet Co., it was an¬

nounced the first of the week byiMr. R. W. Colvard, and is now re-
jsiding here. His family will join
him later.
Mr. Troy has for the past 14

years been connected with . the
Shell Oil Co., at Charlotte, and is
well known In Queen City busi¬
ness circle*.

ALMOST TOO MUCK
Vancover, Wash..While in bed

with a broken right leg, Leon
Hutchenson, 11, broke his left
leg. Unable to move the right
leg, which was in a heavy cast,
Leon uned hi* left leg as a leaver
under his right leg. A bone snap¬
ped and back to the hospital he
went to have his left leg put in
a cast

Domestic airlines set safety re¬
cord so far in 1946

Ends Record Term

Austin E. South, who on Mon¬
day retired as clcrk of the Su¬
perior Court, after a tenure of
20 years, as Fred M. Gragg took
over the duties of the office, has
the distinction of having served
as clerk of the court longer than
any man in the 97-year history of
Watauga county. Captain Todd.jthe Court records show, served
12 years, the longest term held]
until Mr, South was elected inj1926. Mr. South, who rendered!
the highest type of public serv-j
ice, has not announced what his]
future business plans are.

CLUB PRESENTS
STAGE SHOW

'Cornxapoppin" Title of LocaljlTalen Benefit Show By IL
Quarlerback 'Club -

Rehearsals are under way for]|'Cornzappopin," the local talent|
ihow being sponsored by thej
Boone Quarterback Club to be!
presented December 12-13 at the
Appalachian High School for thejibenefit of the High School band.j
The play is under the personal

direction of Miss Ruth M. Sim-1,
mons, who has had much experi-
ance in this type of work. Missjo
Simmons states that she is great-)F
!y pleased with the cast and ex-P
pects one of the finest shows she £has ever directed.
Cratis Williams plays the parta

of Elvira Judkins, who rules thea
roost in the Judkins household, s

including her husband Henry,
played by Rev. E. F. Troutman, c

and daughter Sue. played by'
Frank Payne.

Elviry has her heart set on x
Sue marrying Squire Hicks (Ken-|l
nelh Linney), who is the town
sheriff and lawyer combined.
However Sue says that the squire
is old enough to be her father]'
and she is much more interested *

in Bob Sandrock. (played by
Donald Thompson), who lives'i
down the road. j<Something must tx- done about!]
the situation, it is agreed, and
that s when Raleigh Cottrell as ,

Elmer, and Ben Miller as MaziehMae discover that Skunk Creek
water smells like perfume. Im-i,
mediately Paw and Bob decide to
bottle it and make a fortune. If
they do that then Paw can regain
hi> rightful position as head of
the house and Bob can marry
Sue. j
But when- to get the money?

Maybe Aunt Bessie, played by
H. G. Farthing, will loan it to
them. But no, Aunt Bessie is too 'J
worried about her pet bear cub(
which is lost to bother with
any fool ideas about perfume.
Cousin Linney Pearl, played by
Councill Cooke, is too busy col-'
lecting mountain music and rocks
to be interested and Miss Twitty.
played by Edwin Dougherty, is
interested only in catching a hus¬
band
As a result Paw borrows the

Community Club funds Maw isj
the treasurer Of course Mawjjdoesn't know it, so the bottling
machine is bought. But just asj,
they start to bottle the water, jthey make an alarming discovery.^
The water smells.yes but it;
smells terrible. Wbat could have^happened' Maw finds out about]
the money and is furious Sue,]
must marry the Squire im- J
mediately Paw is definitely in!
the dog house and Bob is forbid¬
den to come near the house.

But. all's well that end* well,]]
and it does end well.

FRANTIC GROOM SUES
Shreveport, La..Because he

didn't get his new suit back from
the cleaners in time and was
forced to be married in a "soiled
and unkempt" suit, Thomas J
Mitchell has filed suit for $2,600
against a cleaning company, ask¬
ing an additional $27.50 damage
for the value of the suit which
was never returned. .

Allied naval men accuse Al¬
bania of deliberate channel min-(t
Ing.

i

Burley Sales Approach
Half Million Pounds At
End Of First Two Sales
Clubwomen Act to
Aid Destitute On
Christmas Morning
The Worthwhile Woman's

Club, through the cooperation
oi the Appalachian Theatre, U
sponsoring n toy matinee at
the local playhouse Monday
December 9th, at which time
the price of admission will be
one usable toy. The toys thus
collected will be distributed to
the needy children of the vici¬
nity for Christmas.
Children are asked to bring

only serviceable toy*, and
grown ups are requested to
make cash contribution* lo
buy other toys and goodies, so
the spirit of Christmas may
pervade homes of those least
fortunate in material things,
Those who wish lo aid in this
work should leave their con¬
tributions with Rob Rivers at
the Democrat office at once.
Despite the unprecdented

prosperty of the nation. It is
found that there are yet many
destitute families in this area,
whose children are faced with
an empty Christmas. The local
clubwomen are anxious that
this Christmas be a merry one
for these people, and asks for
the complete cooperation of
our more fortunate folks.

>R0F. WILLIAMS
TAKEN BY DEATH
letired College Professor Dies

Monday Morning: Rites
Tuesday Afternoon

Joseph A Williams. 72 years
Id, retired Appalachian College
rofessor, died at Watauga Hos-
ital Monday morning at 3:30.
'rof. Williams, who had be^n in
ailing health for a lone time,
uffered a fractured hip In a fall
>. his home atjout a month ago
nd had been at the local hospital
ince
Funeral services were conduct-

d from the Baptist Church Tues-
lay afternoon at 2:15, Rev. J. C.I
^anipe of Hendersonville, being
n charge of the rites. Interment
va.s in the community cemetery,
ioins-Sturdivant Funeral Home
aking care of the details.
Active pallbearers were: Wade

Jrown, Raleigh Cottrell, Howard
"ottrell, Barnard Dougherty,
kilian Yoder and Dewitt Barnett.
The survivors include the

vidow, one brother. Chas. E.
Villiams, Smithville, Ga.; two
listers, Mrs. R S. Porter. Kelly,

C.; and Mrs. Mac Watterson,
31adcnboro. N. C.
Prof Williams graduated from

Wake Forest College in 1801, and
completed his education at Col-
jmbia University. For o number
if years he served as principal ol
.lementary and high schools in
:his state before becoming super¬
intendent of the Greensboro
schools in 1914. In 1924 Appala¬
chian College called on him, and
ic served as professor ol
geography at the local institution
A/here he served for 21 years,
intil ill health forced his retire-
nent
Mr. Williams was a member ol

:he board of decaons of the Bap-
:ist Church, and was chairman o)
the group for a number of years
fie was a 'teacher of the men's
3ihle class, and took an active in¬
terest in all religious actlvitfes

Aid Is Sought For
Children at Banner
Elk Orphans Home

Friends of the Grandfather
iomc for Children at Banner
51k, are making an effort tc
aiso a sum of money to be used
or the benefit of the children at
.his instutition at Christmas time,
ind those who would like to make
:ontributions should leave the
noney with Guy Hunt, at Hunt'i
Department Store, or with Rob
divers at the Democrat office
The Grandfather Home is a

¦nountain institution, caring for
.he children of the mountain
>eople, and should receive She
ictive support of the people of
Watauga county. Messrs Hunt
ind Rivers, and other friends of
he orphanage in this vicinity are
mxious for the community to
how fitting appreciation for the
ine work the orphanage is doing
n this area, and hope they will
lave a sizeable contribution to
hi* fund.

STOCKING SIZE8
The size of stockings is based

in the distance in inches between
i point on the toe and a point on
he heel measured up in a straight
ine.

Four Hundred and Eighty-
nine Thousand Pounds
Tobacco Auctioned Here la
First Two Days of Current
Season; Best Smoking
Grades Command High
Prices In Initial Sales

The current tobacco seaaon got
under way here Monday, when
the three big warehouses of the
local market carried the heaviest
load of burley since sales were
instituted here several years ago,
and the first two days of the sea¬
son brought sales of 489,118
pounds
The season opened Monday

with sales at the No. 2 warehouse
of the Mountain Burley Corpora¬
tion where 220,218 pounds was
sold by R. C. Coleman, who states
that the better grades of leaf
brought prices ranging in the
high fifties, while low grade leaf
was in less demand, and a con¬
siderable portion of the offerings
in this category brought less
than the floor price, and was
taken over by the Commodity
Credit Corporation.
The sales today shift to Moun¬

tain Burley House No. 1. where
a full floor of weed awaits the
auctioneer, and Mr. Coleman
states that there is now plenty
of room to unload tobacco on his
floors. He expresses himself as
highly pleased with the co-opera¬
tion of the fanners and the
Steady growth of the local
market.
On Tuesday the Jirst sales were

held at the new Farmers ware¬
house. There 268,900 pounds was
sold, according to Mr. Steve Tay¬
lor, who was highly pleased with
the prices brought by high quali¬
ty smoking leaf This tobacco
ran from 50 to 58 cents, Mr. Tay¬
lor said, but the low heavy grades
lagged, and the government pur¬
chased 94,000 pounds, after ihe
price offered had been below
the floor.
Mr. Taylor's house will get

another sale Friday. He states
that he already has enough weed
for perhaps 2 sales, but that room
is still available for other far¬
mers to unload promptly. Mr.
Taylor expresses deep apprecia¬tion to the farmers for their co¬
operation in getting his ware¬
house off to such a fine start.
Receipts at the Boone market

have reached an all-time high
this year, since three big houses
have been able to take care of the
farmers, and assure them good
service. Due to the extra floor
space the congestion on the streets
of the town has been the least
since the start of the market, and
all farmers have been able to un¬
load their crops within a reason¬
able length of time. All warehouse
staffs are doing everything pos¬
sible to promote the local market,
and there is a general feeling
that all poundage records will
Ihave been shattered when, the
[season, comes to an end.

'! BotK Messrs Soleman and Tay-Tw and their associates insist
that the farmers bring their
tobacco to the Boone market,

.[where prompt service and unt-
(Continued on page 4)

AAA ELECTIONS
NEXT SATURDAY

Final Appeal ik ltiu>d to Farm¬
ers to Attend Election to

Name Committeemen

A final appeal to farmers to at
tend their local farm-program
committeemen elections was is-
isiied todav by Ned Glenn, chair-
|man Watauga county Agricul¬
tural Conservation (AAA) Com-
jniittee Elections will be held in
the twenty communities of the
jcounty Saturday. Dec. 7. Polling
placcb were announced in last
week's issue of the Democrat.
Farmers have been notified by
mail of their respective polling
places.
Three regular committee mem-

jbers and two alternates will be
Ichosen in each community. A
[delegate will also be elected to
the county convention, who later
will choose the county committee
of thtee members
"Farmers have a big voice in

national farm programs through
the farmer elected committeemen
system," Mr. Glenn said. "A good
turn-out will show that they be¬
lieve in this way of running the
programs, »

"The coming year Is sure to
bring new reconversion problems,
and the committeemen will have
heavy responsibilities. By cast¬
ing their ballots, farmers can
make sure that the men admini¬
stering the program -are the men
most familiar with local needs.
We hope that every eligible far¬
mer will take the time to vote."


