
MORE ABOUT THE FAMOUS
CARSON-DR. VANCE DUEL

By DR. J. E. HODGES
Maiden. N. C.

I have been greatly surprised
by the number of requests I have
received for more information on
the Careon-Vance duel, the sub¬
ject of the second historical ar¬
ticle in the Democrat Some have
been from teachers, saying they
had searched the histories ii} vain
for some account of it.

Prior to the Revolution, the
Varices settled in the upper Ca¬
tawba valley, along with the Mc¬
Dowells, Bowmans, Ervins. Car-
sons, Greenlees and others.
A brother of Dr. Robert Vance

was the father of the war gov¬
ernor. Zeb B. Vance. Soon aft¬
er the Revolution Dr. Vance's
father crossed the Blue Ridjjeand settled on Reems Creek in
what is now Buncombe county.
As the result of a childhood in¬

jury, one leg did not develop
normally, and was some three
inches shorter than the other;
therefore. Robert was educated
a physician. <

After practicing his profession
a few years he threw it aside
for the more exciting field of
politics, and was elected to con¬
gress for several terms. He be¬
came vainly proud of his seat, so
much so. that he told his friends
it meant more to him than life
itself

Prior to the Revolution. Col.
John Carson settled near Pleas¬
ant Gardens in the present coun¬
ty of McDowell. His firtt wife
was the daughter of "HuntingJohn" McDowell, the founder of
the Pleasant Gardens estate.

Joseph McDowell, brother of
Carson's wife, had married the
daughter of Col. George Moffitt.
Col. Moffitt's wife was Sarah
McDowell, who was killed by the
Indians in the Valley of Virginia.On the death of Joseph Mc¬
Dowell. Col. John Carson mar¬
ried his widow, Col. Carson's
wife having died several years,before.

Samuel P. Carson was the
grandson of Col. John Carson and
Mary Moffitt McDowell Carson.

In the 1827 congressional cam¬
paign. Dr. Vance foresaw his de¬
feat by Carson that year, but
thinking from Carson's polished,
genteel, jolly-good-fellow man¬
ner, that he was a coward and
would not accept a challenge, and
that by refusing to accept his
challenge, he would destroy him¬
self politically ever after.
The most fatal mistake the doc¬

tor ever made was when he
doubted the courage of a Carson.

Regardless of the pleadings of
his friends, he issued the chal¬
lenge, with the result as describ¬
ed in the previous article.

Dr. Vance died while being re¬
moved to the home of his father
on Reems Creek, and is buried
in the Vance cemetery there with
only a crude marker over his
grave.
Two more terms the voters

sent Carson to the house, but he
could not live down the stigma?f having been a duelist, so he
migrated to Texas in 1835 and a
year later served as a member ofof the assembly- that formed the
constitution of Texas, and under
Sam Houston became the first sec¬
retary of state for Texas, and led
the fight to bring the Lone Star
State into the federal fold.
The anti-dueling law was pass¬

ed in 1803, the result of the
Spaight-Stanley duel in 1802.Spaight was in the U. S. senate
and through a political fight such
ill feeling was engendered that
Stanley challenged Spaight.The duel was fought on the
outskirts of New Bern September5, 1902. and Spaight, fatallywounded, died next day.This was the last "legal" duel
to take place within the borders
of North Carolina. The legisla¬ture was so shocked by the death
of such a prominent man in such
a manner, that it passed the act
making "ineligible to any act of

trust honor or profit. Any one
sending, bearing or accepting a

challenge, and in case of a duel
and either is killed, the survivor
and all aiding or abbetting shall
suffer death."
The above reminds: when in

New Bern, don't forget to visit
the John Wright Stanley house
It is owned by the Library Asso¬
ciation, houses a library and mu¬
seum. It was built by the father
of the duelist, who was an out¬
standing patriot. He lost 14 pri¬
vateers (vessels fitted out to cap¬
ture British commerce) during
the Revolution. President Wash¬
ington was entertained there,
when on his trip through the
south in 1791. General Nathaniel
Greene obtained a loan from
Stanley that agisted valuably in
his campaign

West Jefferson Will
Have Burley House
West Jefferson . Preliminary

work on the proposed tobacco
warehouse, building was started
this week.
The new building, which will

contain 55,000 feet of floor space,
is to be erected on the property
owned by the West Jefferson In¬
dustrial Company and locuted be¬
tween the Lyles residence and the
upper bean market.

It is estimated the building will
cost between $50,000 and $60,000.

J. R. Phipps is chairman of the
board of directors, Everett Ro¬
land, president; Dean McMillan,
secretary. and G. W. Edwards,
treasurer.

EVERYBODY LUCKY
Junction City, Ore*.A fallingairplane cut off a corner of a

house, tore down two power lines
and then crash-landed in an ad¬
joining field, and the pilot climb¬
ed from the plane unhurt. In the
house, Mr. and Mrs. George Wil¬
liams jumped from bed to find
the living room wall demolished.
The plane ran out of gas.

North Carolina's 1946 ice cream
manufactures, at 16,346,000 gal¬lons, were 70 percent more than
1945 and almost four times the
1940 output.

is?!
Please return empty Coca-Cola

\

bottles to your dealer.
To be able to serve you better, your dealer needs empty Coca-Cola
bottles. There are plenty of Coca-Cola bottles IF they are kept moving.
Won't you please return empty Coca-Cola bottles to your dealer at once for
your deposit or, better still, for credit on full bottles of delicious Coca-Cola.

tOTTKO UNDER AUTHORITY OP THS COCA-COLA COMPANY IV

COCA-COLA BOTTLING COMPANY, Hickory, N. C.

Cooler Days Are
Just Ahead...
An electric healer is just the thing to take oii
the chill before it gets cold enough to need

your lurnace ... Get our prices
before you buy.

Just received a shipment of magazine type
Heaters.

Watauga Hardware
INCORPORATED

The Friendly Store

"WORLD'S ROUGHEST SPORT"

¦I¦¦¦mil Will 111'! I nil' nil
Cherokee Indians of North Carolina are looking forward to renewal of their annual "stickball"

match the last week in September. The game, forerunner of lacrosse, is sometimes called "the
world's roughest sport".tackling, wrestling, ch oking and biting are permitted. Here, one of the
players, caught dashing for the goal with the ball in his mouth, is tackled by an opponent while

a teammate tries to tackle the tackier, and a free-for-all seems imminent.

DRUMS CAUSE CHILD'S
DEATH

Philadelphia Nancy Lee Pol¬
lock. 2. whose mother said the
child wiis deathly afraid of ''any¬
thing that sounded like thunder,"
collapsed and died in her crib as
a drum and bugle corps practic¬
ed near her home. The child
awoke screaming and then fell
limp in her bed. Rushed to a
doctor's office, she was declared
dead on arrival.

For High Quality
CLEANING
at Lowest Prices

Bring your clothes
to the

HI-LAND
CLEANERS

Main St. ' Boone

GO TO CHURCH SUNDAY

Kiwijames
^Superlative Words
The Greatest word is God.
The Deepest word is Soul.
The Longest word is Eternity.
The Swiftest word is Time.
The Nearest word is Now.
The Darkest word is Sin.
The Meanest word is Hypocrisy.
The Broadest word is Truth.
The Strongest word is Right.
The Tenderest word is Love.
The Sweetest word is Home.
The Dearest word is Mother.

Food Plays Its Part Through
The Ages

1 Jehoiachin, Jeremiah 52: 34
2 No Numbers 11:9; 4:6
3 Israel. Cenesis 43 11.
4 Abigail. 1 Samuel 25 18
5 Two Numbers 11:5;

Isaiah 1:8
l> Amos 4:6
7 Yes Genesis 2:17; 3:4. 6
8 The Israelites Numbers

11:32-33
a Hosea 3:1
10 Abraham, Genesis 18:6-8
11 The Israelites Hosea 3:1.
12 Daniel. Hananiah. Mishael.

and Azariah
Daniel 11 11-16

To Visitors
"1 am come," said the

Master, "that they might
have life, and that the>
might have it more abun
dantly."

In the spirit ot the more

abundant lite, and with a

lively sense ol our com¬

mon brotherhood, the
churches of this city cor¬

dially invite you to their
services. Do not miss
them.

The King James or Authorized Version (l6ll) The
translation most generally used by English speaiem^ peoples.
Made by 47 scholars under the authorization of King James
I of England. Based on Hebrew and Greek Texts as well
as older English versions.

. .

YOU WILL FIND A CORDIAL WELCOME AT EITHER OF THE FOLLOWING CHURCHES ANY SUNDAY:
First Baptist Church
Dr W. G. Bond, Pastor

Boone Methodist Church
Rev. S. B Moss, Pastor

Gospel Tabernacle
Rev. Ben Wood, Pastor

Grace Lutheran Church
Rev. Edwin F. Troutman, Pastor

O
Advent Christian Church
Mrs. Nora D. Warman, Pastor

James I. Vance Memorial
Presbyterian Church

Rev. J. K. Parker, Jr., Pastor
I

St. Luke's Episcopal Church
Rev. James McKeown, Pastor

This advertisement is contributed to the welfare of the Churches of Boone by:
HUNT'S DEPARTMENT STORE HOME ELECTRIC SUPPLY CO.

e WALKER'S JEWELRY STORE
~rr


