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Scout Week To
Be Observed By
Watauga Troops

Scouts in Watauga County will
join more than 4,700,000 other
Scouts when Boy Scout Week is cel-
ebrated over the nation February
7 to 13. The week will be the of-
ficial observation of the 48th An-
niversary of Scouting in America.

Highlight of the celebration in
Boone will come when Andy
Stallings, Star Scout of Treop
131 will be presemted a God
and Country award in chiurch
services at First Baptist Church
in Boone Sunday night at 7:30
o'clock.

The God and Country award is
given jpintly by the Boy Scouts of

Boy Scouts.

President Eisenhower sa;! n a
White House message urging the
campaign:

“In our land each individual is
of inestimable worth, yet in no
other land do accidents cause a
more terrible loss of human life
and limb, This fact cannot be
passively accepted. We must seek
new ways to save the basic re
sources of our Nation: its people.
. . . Through the concerted action
of your members, and in coopera-
tion with other organizations, you
can alert the public to the urgent
need for réducing the tragic toll
of accidends. -This is an oppor-
tunity for service to your country
in the highest tradition of the Boy
Scouts of America.”

In Watanga County, according to
figures kept by Mr. Richardson

(Continued on page five)

Super Market

Is Purchased
By Lenoir Men

The Black Bear Super Market,
| operated for the past-two and one-

I8 | half years in east Boone by W. M.

& -
Ai\m\’ STALLINGS

America and the church. Only one

other Scout in Watauga has beenl

awarded the high honor, and that
t=s Tommy Owsley, who was a
member 6f “TYo0f 108, Besides
having church approval, the boy's
work had - to- be passed upon by
the National Scouting Headgquart.
ers. A candidate for the award
undergoes months of training and

service in his church before he|

is eligible for receiving the honor.

In Andy’'s case, he studied the
history of the Baptist church, the
significance of Baptism and the
Lord's Supper, the organization of
the local church apd denomina-
tion, and Foreign Mission work,
He completed projects which in-
cluded a map showing all mission
statiens in Japan, & map of the U.
§., showing all Baptist institutitions
of higher learning and a giant
map of Boome, showing the loca-
tion of every Baptist home in town.
He has engaged in a directed pro-
gram of personal activities design-
ed to help him develop his capa-
eity for Christian* leadership.

In announcing the celebration
of Boy Scout Week, Watauga Dis-
trict Chairman Woodrow Richard-
son stated that the Boy Scouts of
America will launch a yearlong
National Safety Good Turn eam-
paign as suggested by President

| (Bill) Dixon and Charles M. Hod-
ges, has been purchased by the
owners of Thrift Food Center in
Lenoir. 5

The new owners, J. I. Noll, A.
E. McCrary, and J. H. O'Dell, have
| announced that they will continue
to operate the store under the
name of Thrift Food Center.

Mr. MeCrary will serve as mana-
| ger, and Robert Bodenheimer, a
| Watauga County native who has
been employed at the Lenoir store,
will be in charge of the meat de-
partment. . :

Mr. Dixon and Mr. Hodges, who
operated a grotery store across
| the streel for about two and one-
half years, erecting the super mar-
ket building, have advised that
they will continue to work in the
store for the present as employees
of Thrift Food Center.

The new owners have announced
that they plan to hold a “grand
opening” event in the near future.

Democrats To
Name Election

Board Members

D. Erank Baird, chairman of the
Watauga County Democratic Exe-
cutive Cpmmittee, has announced
that the state Democratic chair-
man has set Friday, February 14,
at 2 p. m. in the Watauga CounLy
Court House -at Boone as the date
and place for a meeting of the
county executive committee for the
purpose of reégommending mem-
bers of the Wathuga County board
of elections.
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ROCK AND DIRT tumbled down the
Rock Sunday, January 26, The slide was removed quickly from the roadway by the State Highway De-
partment maintenance crew, and traffic was back to normal within a’few hours.—Photo by Palmer's Photo
Shop.
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mountainside oo U, 8. highway 321, two miles south of Blowing

| By JOE MINOR
l “The weather in Boone was
| ‘frightful’.”

County Schools Close
In Wake 17-Inch Snow

| keep people in or out of Boone
| There was a lot of snow — 17
| inches for three days, as measured | che main highways to and through

$150,000 Seen
As Cost Of

Newest Project

By VIRGIL ROLLINS
Boone clvie met Wed
nesday, January 20, and discusse

recreation center on the Horn ir
the West property, recently vur
chased by the Town of Boone.
Still in the “talking” stage, the
project would provide for the

teen canteen, concession stand
| 000,

| Representatives of ten
clubs met last August 14 and
formed the Daniel Boone Park
Committee to make recommenda-
tions 'to the town council on the
need to expand Boone's recrea-
tional facilities, Wade E. Brown
was named chairman and Mrs, B.
W. Stallings, secretary.

ate Highway Maintenance crew,
vorking on a 24-hour vigil, kept all

it was bad, but contrary to tv | by the U. S. weather observer in| Boone open at all times.

| and other reports from outside | Boone—much of which drifted be- |

Watauga Inn, widely known re-
sort hostelry at Blowing Rock, was
destroyed by an early Sunday
morning fire.

Frigid winds fanned the flames,
and the four story building was
completely destroyed.
| Firemen from Blowing Rock/
| were aided by the Boone company
in fighting the blaze in 14 degree
temperatures and agcomptnym
heavy snow. They' were able to'|
contain the blaze and prevent
destruction of other nearby build-
ings. Blowing Rock firemen stood
watch over the fire even through
Monday, as high winds continued
to blow the embers.

The cause of the [ire which

raced through the frame and stone

Boone, the jce and snow did not | cause of the high winds, but the |

Hotel Destroyed
By Sunday Blaze

bullding had not been determined.
Workmen had been working on a
new water line in the basement of
the unoccupied structure until
noon Saturday, There was no im-
mediate estimate on the loss in-
volved in the fire. The .building
was owned by W. A, Cessna of
Asheville.

The building was formerly own-
ed by the Boogher sisters, who
operated the Hob Nob Inn there
for a great many years. A few
years ago Mr. Cessna purchased
the property and since then it has
carried the name of Watauga Inn.

Always a popular resort for
summer vigitors to the mountain
top, the inn had enjoyed wide
patronage.

Deputy Sheriff George Smither-
man, Watauga County jailer, sufl-
fered the loss of a portion of his
right middle finger last Thursday in
a celkdoor accident caused by
George Horton, 30-year-old Boone
Negro.

Smitherman gave this account of
the occurrence:

He had escorted Horlon into a
cell after Horton was arrested for
public drunkenncss hy Poliee
Chief Glenn Richardsog between
6 and 7 p. m. Thursday, The door
which opens inside, was standing
ajar while he (Smitherman) was
in the act of doubling up a piece
of paper to insert in the jamb to

Jailer Loses Finger .
As Negro'Bangs Door

Chief Richardson’s police car at
the official parking place in front
of Crest store when arrested, and
had the chief's ear keys im his
hand when taken out of the car.

Rites Held For
Mrs. C. A. Reese

Mrs. Elizabeth Reese, 54, died at
her home ot Ziodville Sunday.

Funeral services were held
Tuesday at .2 o'¢lock at the Zion-
ville Baptist church and interment
was in the cemetery there. Rev. R.
C. Eggers eonducted the rites.

Burviving are the husband, Clif-
ford A. Reese, two sons and two
daughters: Alonzo Reese, Lenoir;
J. D. Reese, Zionville; Mrs, Safl
Hodge, Mountain City, Tenn.; Mrs.
Joe Eller, Lenoir. There are two
brothers and one sister: Larna

Except for possibly, one spot
near the intersection of 421-194, at
Perkinsville, Frank W. MeCracken,
highway maintenance supervisor
for this“area, believes that traffic
could move at all times with chains
on all the main highways. At this
point, . usually the worst in the
county at a time like this, cars
may. have been stalled temporarily
until a snow shovel removed the
drift.

Some of the county roads were
impassable and some were not ex-
pected to be opened Tuesday. How-
ever, roads that were needed for
emergency use, such as illness,
were opened. The snow-moving
workers stayed busy around the
clock on the county roads and
highways, in some cases opening
the roads at the same places more
than once because the wind kept
blowing the snow back onto them.

| children would have = holiday.

The temperatures were low, go-
ing to 1 above zero Sunday night.
Monday night it got so cold that
the minimum temperature gauge
at the weather station went hay-
wire, going way below zero, and
a new therometer had to be order-
ed. At 7:00 a. m. Tuesday the
mercury was standing at 10 above,
but erept up to 20 degrees by noon.

Only one time during January
did the temperature go to 50 de-
grees, and that was recorded on
the last day of the month. After
that the mercury took a suddgn
drop, and the snow, secompanied
by wind, followed. On Sunday, Feb-
ruary 2, nine inches of snow was
trapped in the precipitation can,
on Monday 8 inches, and after the
snow quit late Monday 3 more
inches were medsured, making »
total of 17, inches.

Mothers’ March

A recommendation outlining the
| above project was presented Aug-
{ust 15 to the town board, which
subsequently approved the plan,
subject to an expression of ap-
|pruvll by the townspeople st large
|md contingent upon the avail-
|ability of a feasible method of
| financing the project.

Also discussed Japuary 29 was
the advisability of ecalling a mass
meeting to present the plan to the
people and establish a basis for a
decision on whether to hold a bond
election. However, no date for

Chairman  Brown, who is also
jlegal adviser for the committee,
[reported that bond attorneys In
{New York have advised him that
according to law any bond issue
to finance improvements to the
subject property would have to in-
clude the purchase price of the
property itsell. The Town of
Boone paid about $105,000 for the
Horn in the West property.
Following the August 14 organi-
zational’ meeling, Mrs. Stallings
visited several towns in North
Carolina and Tennepsee which
have such recreatiohal centers.
She reported that Kingsport,
Tenn., has a center quite simpilar
to the one proposed for Boone.
The Kingsport installation was
designed by Beéeson & Beeson, a
Johnson City, Tenn., firm of arch-

and have drawn prelimirary plans
for the Boone clubhouse and
swimming pool.

Ted Pease of Boone, landscape
architect for the Blue Ridge Park-
way, has also furnished the com-
mittee with a preliminary draw-
ing of the entire proposed layout,
including playground, landscaping,
ele.

In addition to the primary fune-
tion of the proposed project to
furnish recreational facilities for
the young people, a meeting place
for local clubs, and convenience
for tourists; long range plans call
ifﬂr development of the entire area
| to provide horseback riding, mem-

committee sald.

Thomas J. Wﬁll
Taken By Death

Thomas Jefferson Wall, 63, resi-
dent of Todd, died Saturday at the
Veterans' Hospital, Mountain
Home, Tenn. where he had been a
patient for thirty days,

{  Funeral services were held Wed-

pesday at 2 o'clock ut Hopewell

- | Methodist Church by Rev. Wayne

Woodard and Rev. Ed Blackburn
and interment was in the church

|

Surviving are the widow, the
former Miss Mae Church, one son

plans for a proposed communit: |

building of & elub house and |
swimming pool, with playground, |

etc., at an estimated cost of $150,- |

civie |

such a meeting was set. AR

itects, who have been contacted |

orial gardens, and a museum, the |

Leaders Map Pla:

For Civic ’Center
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| BLAMES JOHN BARLEYCORN :

In Jail For 30 Years,
Again In Law’s Toils

By VIRGIL ROLLINS

He learned to steal at his moth-
er's knee when he was four years
old.

He never knew his father,

As near as he can figure it, he's
spent 30 of his 42 years in orphan-
ages, reformatories, jails, and
penitentiaries.

Nobody ever gave him a break.

He js an aleoholie, and wants
help from somebody, anybody.

That, in brief, is the story told
by William Hampton Weiss, who
is being held in Watsuga County
jail in liew of $2,000 bond on five
counts of breaking and entering
and’ larceny here in 1952,

A trail of broken glass, looted
stores, and pilfered merchandise
strewn along King Street was left
on the night of July 11, 1952, as
Hollar's Grocery, Sinclair Service
Station, Hi-Land Cleaners, Wata-
uga * , and Smithey's
store were wantonly ransacked by
8 careless marauder.

Police Chief Glenn Richardson
sald Weiss was linked to the
break-ins through his fingerprints
and has admitied the thefts.

“1 guess I did it, my fingerprints
were there. T don't have much re-
collection of i, but 1 know | was
in Boone that night,” Welss told
‘a Demoerat reporter in his jail
| eell

| In the five and onc hall years
|since the Boone break-ins, he has
| served five years and four months
lof & sevenyear term in a Rich-
| mond, Va, prison and was jailed
J"" vagrancy in Washington, D. C.,
the day he left Richmond.
| *I've qnly been free about six
| hours since 1 was arrested in Vir-
| ginia in 1952, Weiss said.

He was returned to Boone from
| Washington on Monday, January
| 27, by John Pdwards, State Bureau
| of Investigation ‘(SB1) agent who
assisted Chief Richardson and

E
l ”
?iia

i

WILLIAM HAMPTON WEISS

ford in 1824, where he stayed twd
years and was adopted in 1926 at
the age of 10 by a Mr. John Beas-
ley of Berea, N, C.

The following year he was
caught stealing and sent to East-
ern Carolina Training School at
Rocky Mount, He stayed there
about six years, but “ran off sev-
eral times."

Discharged at 18, he was arrest-
ed the same year (1883) for lar-
ceny in Kentucky and served
seven years and nine months of a
ten-year sentence in the Kentucky
State Reformatory.

At 28 he was drafted into the
Army at Oxford in 1842 and sent
to Fort Bragg, but “took off and
never reported back.” :

After serving 32 months in the
Northampton County Prison Camp
for breaking amd entering, he was

(Continued on page five)

Radio Program
Nets Over $400
For Polio Fund

Donations to the March of
Dimes set a new record on Wed-
nesday night when radio station
WATA and Bob Barnes worked
overtime to help get contributions’

request for any amounl over
twenty-five cents, and having per.
sons from the college and com- -




