FOR BEST RESULTS

invariably use the col-
ﬁdﬁot:c:umwmhn
the local shopping area, it is the

advertisers

best advertising medium available.

AT

An Independent

Weekly Newspaper . . . S

eventy-Fifth Year of Continuous Publication

VOLUME LXXV.—NO. 24

BOONE, WATAUGA COUNTY, NORTH CAROLINA, THURSDAY, DECEMBER 13, 1962

6 CENTS

g
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tructor at Blowing Rock Ski Lodge,
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demonstrates one of the snow-making devices that are now

Stores Plan
Night Hours

Local businesses will re-
main open nightly until 9
p. m. during the

Cecil Critcher
Funeral Held

Cecil A. Critcher, 66, of Blow-
ing Rock died Tuesday, Decem-
ber 4 at the Blowing Rock Hos-
pital after a lingering illness,

He was bormm February 3,
1806 in Ashe County to A. M.
Critcher and the late Laura
Howell Critcher. He was a re-
tired real estate broker and a
member of the Rumple Memor-
ial Presbyterian Church of
Blowing Rock.

Surviving are the father; the
widow, Mary Virginia Teague
Critcher; two sons, Cecil Ray
Critcher of Blowing Rock and
James Mitchell Critcher of
Miami, Fla.; two sisters, Mrs.
Helen Forbes of La Mesa, Calif.

Funeral services were con-
ducted Thursday, December 6
at 2 p. m. in the Rumple Mem-
orial Presbyterian Church, with
the Rev. Blake Brinkerhoff of-
ficiating. Burial was in the
Blowing Rock cemetery.

Donald Swift
Dies Monday

Donald Lewis Swift, 78, died
Monday, December 10, at Wa-
tauga Hospital after an illness
of several months.

He was born in Watauga coun-
ty to the late Enoch and Martha
McBride Swift. He was cus-
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The restaurant and shops at
Blowing Rock Ski Lodge will
open this week.

Offering service before the
lodge's official opening Decem-
ber 15 will be a restaurant, a
ski clothing shop and a rental
and equipment shop, M. E. Thal-
heimer, president of the lodge,
announced. The restaurant will
offer snack bar service initially

Weather permitting, the ski
slopes will be open to the pub-
lic daily after Sunday, Decem-
ber 16.

The restaurant and shops are
housed in the large two-story
“base lodge” at the foot of the
three ski slopes. The lodge is
situated on a state maintained
all-weather road 1 3-4 miles off
U. 8. 221321 and the Blue
Ridge Parkway three miles
north of Blowing Rock.

The restaurant will be oper-

Grandfather
Home Gifts
Are Sought

in operation along the new ski runs as the lodge readies for

its formal opening Saturday afternoon—Flowers photo,

ated by H. M. (Mac) Lanier,
Mr. Thalheimer said, Mr. Lanier
is a restauranteur with more
than 30 years experience in the
business in Florida and Plow-
ing Rock. He operates The
Chestnut Restaurant in Blowing
Rock. The lodge restaurant has
2 seating capacity of 250.

Jack Feimster, owner of the
Varsity Shop in Boone, will op-
erate the ski clothing shop. The

Snow

An icy rain followed by a six-
inch snow hampered, travel in
this mountain area to such an
extent last week that public
schools were closed Thursday
and Friday, Additional snow
during the week end forced
schools to remain closed early
this week.

The first major snow of the
season was accompanied by low
temperatures ranging from 10
to 35 degrees. .

Snmow first began falling
around 3:30 p. m, Wednesday.
By 4 o'clock the ground was
cloaked in white and by Thurs-
day morning approximately six

of snow was on the

i

Snow scrapers from the city
and county worked day and
night keeping streets and roads
open. Travel was difficult—and
in some areas impossible—with-
ot
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Blowing Rock Ski Lodge To
Open First Season Saturday

of ski clothing and accessories
such as sunglasses, wind masks,
and the like. It will also offer
general sportswear lines and
will- be open year-round, Mr.
Feimster said.

The shop, colorfully decorat-
ed in an Alpine theme, occu-
pies mearly 1,000 feet of mer-
chandising space on the ground
floor of the lodge. :

Other facilities on the ground
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loses

Co. Schools

snow of the season fell. That
year a total of 119 inches of
snow was recorded and in
March of 1960 Watauga was
one of four counties in this
area to be included in a disaster
(Continued on page two)

County Schools
Close Dec. 21st
For Christmas

All Watauga
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DEVELOPMENT GROUP MEETS

Watauga Gets
First Place In

Travel Class

The 35-family community of
Mountain Dale, in Beaver Dam
Township, Watauga County,
was awarded first place in the
newly organized community cat-
egory of the Northwest North
Carolina Development Associa-
tion community judging contest.

The award was made Thurs-
day night at Elkin during the
association’s annual banquet,

This was the second time a
community in Watauga county
has been given this signal at-
tention by the judges. In 1960
Timbered Ridge community,
then just newly organized, won
first place.

Watauga county also won the
first-place crown in the travel
and recreation grouping. In
pointing out this honor for the
county, it was noted by officials
of the association that travel
and recreation is “Watauga’s No.
1 industry.”

Dr. W, H. Plemmons, presi-
dent of Appalachian State
Teachers College, made the
main address to the meeting,
and excerpts of his speech are
to be found elsewhere in this
issue of the Watauga Demoecrat.

A large delegation from Wa-
tauga county attended the ban-

Sy e

velopment association for strides
made in agriculutre, youth pro-
grams, and industry. Counties
included in the group arc Ashe,
Watauga, Alleghany, Caldwell,
Alexander, Surry, Yadkin, Da-
vie, Wilkes, Stokes, and For-

First place counly winners
were:

Ashe county—Community De-
velopment.

Alexander—Agriculture,

Surry—Youth programs.

Yadkin—Industry.

Watauga—Travel and recre-
ation.

Mountain Dale won the first
place designation with the aid

(Continued on page two)

Don Thomas

Rites Held

Don Thomas, age 68, former
resident of North Fork town-
ship, died at the Mt Alto
hospital in Washington, D, C,,
Sunday evening, December 2.
Funeral services were held at
the Chambers Funeral Home in
Washington, D. C,, December §,
and he was buried in Arlington
National Cemetery with full mil-

Va. ;

Mr. Thomas has been a pat-
ient at the hospital for several
weeks, and heart trouble was be-

Mountain Dale Winner
InCommunity Category

Ellard G. Cornett's new home in
Mountain Dale community. The
new community was top winner
4 In its division in the contest
sponsored by the Northwest
North Carolina Development As-
sociation. The award wus made
last week in Elkin at the asso-
ciation's blnqnet.—Photo' cour-
tesy Winston-Salem Journal.

Valle Crucis Proud Of ‘Nativity
Scene; Carols To Be Broadcast

A nativity scene is being con-
structed by Mr. and Mrs. J. F.
Ayers at their home in the
Valle Crueis community.

Mrs. H. W. Mast, Jr., who tells
of the project, says, “Valle
Crucis is very proud of the
nativity scene. Mr.. and Mrs.
Ayers hope that othrs will en-
joy the figures & much as they
do, and they have added many
special touches over the years
to increase the pleasure of spee-
tators.”

The Ayers house is on a hill
near the junction of 105 and
the Valle Cruecis road.

Spotlights will be trained
on the display at night. Begin-
ning December 16, Christmas

loudspeaker system every day
from 2 to 5 p. m. and from 7
to 10 at night. One of the re-
cordings will be a carol made
by a group of Korean children.

On the two Sunday afternoons

- | before Christmas, December 16

and 23, the Christmas section
of the Messiah by Handel, will

Mrs. Greene
Succumbs

Mys. Carrie Cinderella Greene,
71, of Route 1, Boone, died
‘Wednesday, December 5, at the
Watauga Hospital. .

She was the widow of Thomas

carols will be played over a|

be played. This recording is|of Valle Crucis join Mr. and
based on the original Dublin |Mrs. Ayers in urging residents
performance and is conducted | of the county to come and share
by Hermanhn Feherchen. this beautiful representation of
- Mrs. Mast said, “The citizens |the true spirit of Christmas.”

National Bank Is
Approved For Boone

Washington —Comptroller- of the Currency James
J. Saxon gave preliminary approval Tuesday (Dec. 4)
to the organization of a new bank in Boone.
. The institution, to be ecalled the First National
Bank of Boone, will be eapitalized initially at $300,000.
The application for approval was filed by A. J. Wil-
liams of Boone.

Yule Decorations Contest
VWill Be Held Wednesday

The Boone Junior Womans
Club is handling arrangements
and publicity for the 1862
Christmas Decorations Contest.
The club is interested in a large
participation this year. Any per-
son may enter and enter as
many divisions as they desire.
Club membership is not requir-
ed. The date of the contest is

All entries must be in by
noon December 19. Children
may enter any type of inside or
outside decoration prepared by
children. Prizes will be award-




