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Bigger Business

Spring’s first greenery not only
brings promise of summer’s pending
entry, but aleng with the blooms and
the buds come busy days for build-
ers as the area makes ready for the
influx of what promises to be the
biggest throng of tourists and stu-
dents we have ever entertained,

In Boone, new motels, restaurants,
a shopping center, college buildings,
and homes galore are keeping con-
tractors hopping while at Blowing
Hock metels, at least one new store,
new homes and remodeling of busi-
ness places contributes to the area
boom.

Hound Ears is still building, as is
the Seven Devils prometion while
preliminary grading and timber
clearing is going on between Lin-
ville Gap and Linville for the Meor-
ten Golf Course complex, and work

is expected to gather increased mo-
mentum on the Elk River and Beech
Mountein gel, ski and residential
developments.

This doesn’t of course tell all the
story about the building which is
going en, but more and more people
are looking toward the hills for re-
tirement homes, for summer vaea-
tions and for living spaee away from
the hub-bub of the big cities.

Mechanics econnected with the
building trades are hard to ceme by,
and competent eommon Tabor would
appear to be almost a thing of the
past as the building mushrooms.

The movement from the metropol-
itan centers is becoming so great
we’re geing te have a city right here
in Boone Creek valley if the trend

continues, ?

South Grows Faster

In spite of well-publicized migra-
tion from the South, this region led
afl others in population gains in the
United States in the period sinee
the 1960 census.

Thus comments the State maga-
zine, which continues:

The section’s gain not only was
largest in actual numbers, but it was
the second highest gain in terms of
percentage.

The southern region has added
5,075,000. The next highest gain
was in the West, with 4,177,000.

Five of the Seuthern States —
Texas, Florida, Virginia, Maryland,
apnd Georgia, in that order, were

among the nation’s ten fop gainers.
In the whole U. 8., the rate of in-
crease in the past five years was 9.2
per cent; for the South, 8.1 per cent.
The SoutlWs rate fell short of the
West's 14.9 per cent, but was on top
of the Northeast’s 6.4 per cent and
the North Central's 46 per cent.
Seven Southern states — Louisiana,
Texas, Maryland, Flerida, Georgia
Mississippi and Nortk Casoling—all
advaneed one place each in rank in
total population among the states.
Florida lgd all Southern states in
rate of change, rising by 17.2 per
cent. North Carelima’s fmcrease was
by 7.8 per eent, and it rose fram 12th
position in the U. S: to 31th place.

~ The Really “Rare” Day

(Hickory Daily Record)

What is so rare as a day in June?
Il’sadayinl!aylhthm’tbeenap-
propriited as National This and That
Diay by some organization or other.

It is' the same every month, but
May particularly seems to have its
share of special observances this
year — some worthy, others little
more than reflections of the gleams
in the eyes of press agents.

May will only last for one month,
ag usual, but according to Spinrad's
Dipy & Date Service, it will be:

National Home Improvement
Improvement Month, Semior Citizens

nth, National Radio Month, Na-
pnal Tavern Month, Car Care
Month, American Bike Month, Na-
tipnal ‘Salad Month, White !\rud

e

BY RACHEL RIVERS
The gentleman who was telling us the
er day aboul seeing a flying saueer
oyer Boone was a very reliable source. He

klin’s

Sales Month and something no more
than 180 million Americans should
fail to ebserve—New York Is a Great
Place To Visit or Live Month.

The daze of .days includes:

May Day, Law Day, Humane Sun-
day, World Comedy Day, National
Comedy Day, May Fellowship Day
and National Mother-in-Law Day.

We confess to a eertain lack of
enthusiasm for this last one, but
there's about Let's Co
Fishing Week that o us.

In faet, it might not be a bad thing
i its annual observance were made

‘mandatory world-wide.

The idea would eertainly gain a lot
of support in the U. S. Congress
abeut this time of year, anyway.
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FROM THE EARLY FILES OF THE DEMOCRAT

R. M. Greene To Sell Goods
At Collettsville

Sixty Years Ago
May 3, 1906

T. S. Coffey, of Lenoir, was in
town Sunday for a few hours.

Capt. Lovill left Saturday for
a business trip to Bristol, Tenn-
essee,

Mrs. Alice Couneill is expect-
ed to return to her home 'in
Boone within the next few days.

Mrs. Mary Wilson, of Cove
Creek, an aged and highly es-
teemed lady, is serionsly il

Caorn planting is now pro-
fgresging nieely and a larger ac-
reage than' usmal will be put
out in the county.

L. W. Cooper, of Charlotte,
passed through last week en his
return from a business trip to
Ashe County.

Rev. D, 8. Lee has organized
a singing eclass in Boome that
will be trained two days each
week until the July contest.

Miss Lueinda, daughter of
Mrs. Frank Dugger, died at her

home near Vilas of
ton last Monday and was buried
on Tuesday.

T. C. MeBridge, of Washing-
ton College, Tennessee, was in

town a few hours Saturday at-

teriding to some matters of bus-
inass,

R. M. Greene and family left
Monday mevning for Colletts
ville wheve they will make their
fature home. Mr. Greene will
eonduct & mercantile business
at thal place. Our town sus-

tains a great loss in their de-
parture, but Collettsville is to
be congratulated upen the es-

timable family locating there.

Thirty-Nine Years Ago

May 5, 1927

Miss Maude Goodwin of But-
ler, Tennessee, spent last Thurs-
day night in Boone, the guest
of Misses Nelle and Blanch
Smith,

Just One Thing

BY CARL GOERCH

Of course, you've heawd of
John Phillip Sousa, but we
wonder if you knew hew he
got his name.

He came to the Unjted States
from Ifaly as an immigrant. His
real ndme was John Phillipso.

yan the letters together with-
out any punctuation so that it
look¢d like “John Phillip
Sousa",

The noted band leader liked
the name, so he continued to
use it. .
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lieve in:

“God gives every bird its
feod, but does not throw it into
the nest.”

We know of a Iady in Raleigh
whe has a two-year-old son. He

b
:
:
:
&
i
i

o§
kg
EE
i
$E

5

i
ilgEE
¥
§
-4

g
Esf
ggi
2

b

&E,E"

g .4_..,.‘!._,1._ W . #

4

Clande Gilliam of Banner
Elk, who was takenw to an Fliz-
abethtow, Temn., hespital last
Wednesday for an eperation on
his head, is reported to be im-
proving nicely.

_ Born last week te Mr. and

5. Claude Gilliam, of Banner

& dewghter. Mr. Gilliam
2 bus line between
apd Elk Park.

Mise Bertha Sutphin, who has
been 3 member of the force of
the Beond Drug Company for

* moré than a year left the last of

€harleston, W. Va.,
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of the monument on Faculty Street about where the pave-
ment now is. . . . The friendly shade of -the old:tree

attracted. a lot of people as is evidenced by the row of
gay young blades straddling one of the spreading limbs.
. . . This photograph, which we’d say is more than 50
years old, indicates a sign, which in the original, through
the aid of a glass, reveals the lettering “Daniel Boone
Oak.” . . . The camera was pointed northeast and shows
the planing mill building built on the bank of the creek
in the area of the B. W. Ellis home by Alex Penley, and
in the background is seen the E. S. Coffey barn. . . . The
Boone and Blowing Rock turnpike runs just above the
mill. . . . We don't recall ever seeing the “DB Cilled
Bar on this Tree 1760” as many times as we've played
in its shade. . . . This is not to say it wasn’t there, placed
no doubt by some local lad, since obviously earving on
the bark of a growing tree wouldn’t be legible for 150
or 175 years. . .. And we’ve been hard put to think that
old Daniel, whe wasn’t much of a man of letters, would
bother te carve comment about killing a bear, which
shouldn’t have been uncommon in the lush wilderness
along what later came to be known as Boone Creek.

OUR FOLES told us of the
Temnessee iree, mear Jones-
bore, which also carried
earvings, but until recently
we hade’t known that we had
the same thing here, , .
James P. Arthur had his his-
tory of Watauga published in
1915 and he bhadn't heard
abeut the letteving onm the
tree here, although he does
diseuss the imseription at
stating that “it
never had any spomsor, at
best, except the statement of
Chancellor John ANison's let-
ter in Roesevelt’s Wimning of
the West.” . . Arthur says the
letters' eould net have been
legible if put there in 1760,
and besides shows that Beene
wis not in the area between
1769 and late 1771,

We Used To Carve

In our puppy-love days, it was
commion to carve the initials of
one's little givl friends along
with one’s own, wherever there
could be found a smooth bark-
ed tree. . . We noticed that
these earvings were obliterated
in a few years as the tree grew.
. . The buckhern tree which

. Cal

been. . . We would have done
some Daniel Boone
selves if we had thought of it
.+ . and we don’t doubt but that
someone did. . .

and his folks lived om tife
east side of the Yadkin; now
known as Boone's Park. . .
But the State Histeric Sites
Committee wom't acept the
eyidence that our Pan’l lived
in Davidson County, . , The
Committee says the oaly proof
is “unsupported traditional
evidence”. . , The State will
give $15000 for the park,
contingent upon the approval
of the site as “a true histori-
cal site”. . . It appears hard
to prove,

“Daniel Boone
Country”

But this (Watanga) is Daniel
Boone Country , . the hand-
some new signs will remind the
traveler of this. . . That he
camped here we have always
regarded as a eertainty, and
the founders of the community
evidently thought well of their
historical notes or they wouldn't
have nmamed the place Boone.
. - We don't think he did any
carving much (someone else
probably took care of this for
him), and we deubt that he
slew a lot of bears as he went
along, unless it was just for
the heck of the thing. . . Small
game—rabbits, squirrels, birds
and the like—made for better
eating and could be breught to
the pet much move easily than
a hunk of bear meat. . . This
is not to be taken as an affront
to those who read the letters
on the Daniel Booné Oak, . .
:id? we said, of course they

Unele
Pinkney

HIS PALAVERIN'S
(McKnight Syndicate)
DEAR MISTER Enmn:
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