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Welcome Back

The University and the city will roll
out the carpet for the old graduates
who will converge on the campus this
week-end for the annual homecoming
festivities.

The class of 1943 will be recognized
on its silver anniversary and no doubt
many of the students who donned cap
and gown a quarter of a century ago
will be here to see their alma mater,
now a sprawling University, with per-
haps none of the “hallowed halls”
which once echoed their laughter and
harbored their dreams.

There will no doubt be a fair sprinkl-
ing of those who attended Appalachian
Training School, maybe an occasional
one who studied at Watauga Academy,
a good many from Appalachian State
Normnal School, most from Appalachian
State Teachers College, out of which
the University was molded.

It will be a happy occasion for all
concerned and there will be tremen-
dous surprise on the part of many that
the University has reached such stu-
pendous physical proportions and pride
of all in the accomplishments of Dr.
Plemmons’ administration. And there
will be nostalgia on the part of some—
recollections of old faculty faces and
of old friends and old drafty buildings.

The University and the Alumni As-
sociation and all the people at the
University will likewise have a good
time with all the old students around
and an entertaining round of events is
scheduled.

This corner would extend its wel-
come to many we once knew and to
the hundreds we never knew. We've
always felt that everyone who ever
attended Appalachian is, in a way,
“our folks.”

Forest Products Week

The importance of the timber in-
dustry to the life of the nation will be
highlighted October 20-26 during Na-
tional Forest Products Week.

This observance shouldn't escape
notice in this region where reforesta-
tion programs are doing well and

where the Christmas tree industry is -

The timber resources have been de-
pleted but the tendency away from
plowing the hillsides and toward tree
farming is heartening and we like to
think that Watauga County farmers
are giving strong support to the up-
coming demand for forest products.
In 30 years, it is estimated that the
U. S. population will be 340 million
and the demand for forests for recrea-
tion and for lumber will be immensely
increased.

Our trees are part of the stock in
trade of the tourist industry, as is evi-

denced by the tremendous crowds now
coming to the area for the festival of
the painted forests. We are fortunate
in that Watauga is fairly well rimmed
from the south by U. S. Government
land, which is invaluable both from the
standpoint of the beauty of the region
and. of wildlife propogation. ‘

With the skimpy showers of the past
week-end doing little for drought condi-
tions and with the hunting season in
the offing, it is a good time to suggest
that every effort be made on the part
of hunters, visitors to the region and
all others to use the utmost care with
fire during the autumn when much of
the county’s beauty and wealth could
be taken away by a forest fire.

The leaves are beautiful this year,
incidentally, and again this week the
colors should be good to bring pleasure
to the homefolks and the visitors.

Those Snatched-Away Children

Here's something more to blame on tele-
vision, Or at least here’s additional argument,

A nticist S, I, Hayak suggests that
today's youthful alienation radicalism and riot-
ing could be the resultof television’s reshaping
the average child's environment,

Television says Mr, Hayakawa is like a
powerful sorcerer who snatches the child away

Moreover, Mr, Hayakawa told the American
helacleal A {ation. a child watching TV
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*“gets no experience ininfluencing behavior and
being influenced in return.”” He misses the
give and take of daily life, So, it is suggested,
perhaps that is why some young people, Trom
middle-class families, find it difficult to
relate to anybody, and thus ‘‘drop out.”

Does youth reject material possessions?
Perhaps that's a reaction to TV's suggestion
that material i and r dies will
bring happiness, Rioting, Mr, Hayakawa rou-
tinely adds, reflects TV's depiction of violence,

It gives one to think. All children are not
so affected, But, surely one might try restrict-
ing TV watching, and concentrate on the better
programs,—The Christian Science Monitor,

In Ink

BY RACHEL RIVERS

our tangible asset after we put our signature
to an agreement that said the stereo reci-
plent would purchase one record album per
week for 12 ths, Quickly ealculating that

while all months don’t equal four weeks apiece,

printed all over the page,

whiz, I don’t belleve it""—and turned out being
right, It must be ESP or something.

Your Vote Counts
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AT THE BOTTOM OF ALL THE TRIBUTES
DEMOCRACY ISTHE LITTLE MAN
WALKING INTO THE LITTLE BOOTH,WITH A LITTLE
PENCIL MAKING A LITTLE CROSS ON A LITTLE
BIT OF PAPER “

—— SIR WINSTON CHURCHILL

FROM THE EARLY FILES OF THE DEMOCRAT

Gasoline Lights Installed
At Blackburn Hotel

Sixty Years Ago
October 15, 1908

Gasoline light menfrom Hick-
ory are here completing the
system in the Blackburn Hotel.
It is our opinion that the town
daddies would make no mistake
if they would arrange with him
to put in a few street lamps,
They are decidedly the cheapest
lights we can get andare sorely
needed

that he was only taking the tem-
perature of his oppenent Mont.
Welborne, here, but would sealp
him a little later on, Before
leaving the county he made good
his words, for the political ‘top-
knot’ of the lawyer and politi-
cian, was at the belt
of Dummmmsr boy.
Mr, Doughton’s campaign in Wa-
tauga has evidently made for
him many votes,

Prof, 1. G, Greer, of Walnut
Grove institute, was in town
Saturday and says the school is
in a most prosperous condition,
the attendance being very large,

William H, Taft, the Repub-
lican nominee for the Presi-
dency, will speak in Bristol
tomorrow, No rush, so far as
we have heard, was made from
Watauga in that direction,

Thos, Bingham, C,5.C., Is
off on a visit this week to his
daughter, Mrs, Ed Madron,

at Washington College, Tenn,

Mrs, B, J, Councill is attend-
ing the Greensboro centennial
this week. She will be gone for
a number of days, and may visit
the State Fair at Raleigh before
she returns,

Thirty-Nine Years Ago
October 17, 1929

Mrs, J, D, Councill is visit-
ing in Bristol with her daughter,
Mrs, R, H, DeVault,

Mr, and Mrs, Guy H, West
and Miss Nell Trivett were re-
cent visitors in Charlotte,

R. M, Greene, of the Music
Store, spent Wednesday in Bris-
tol, Va.-Tenn,, transacting bus-

Princess Cafe, have sold their
stock and leased the equipment
to Mr, Sherman Whetstine, of
Welch, W, Va,

Fifteen Years Ago
October 15, 1953

Doughton Park was officially
dedicated and a plague unveiled
honoring the ‘‘father of the
Blue Ridge Parkway,’’ the Hon,
Robert Lee Doughton, in cere-
monies attended by several hun-
dred persons at the 6,000 acre
mountain park Saturday, Octo-
ber 10,

An all-time travel record was
established at Grandfather
Mountain, near the Blue Ridge
Parkway in NorthCarolina, Sun-
day. Owner Hugh Morton said
that traffic exceeded by atleast
500 any day's record in the
past, and would have gone higher
except that the road to the Mile
High Swinging Bridge had to be
closed for a time during the

afternoon to avoid congestion
in the parking lot atopthe moun-
tains,

Austin E, South, Watauga
County Superior Court Clerk
for 20 years, will again take
over the duties of the office
Thursday morning, when the
oath will be administered by
Clerk Fred M, Gragg, who re-
linquishes the position to take
a public relations position with
the International ResistanceCo,

' Jane Rivers, daughter of Mr,

and Mrs, Robert €, Rivers, Jr.,
was recently pledged to Alpha
Gamma Delta, mational social
sorority, at Northwestern Uni-
versity in Evanston, ILI,

Grade beef cattle producers
of Avery and Watauga counties
sold 204 calves in the third
Boone Feeders Calf Sale Oc-
tober 5, for $14,562,00 or ap-
proximately $16,00 per hundred,
There were 113 steers and 91
heifers,

Just One Thing

BY CARL GOERCH

This was one of Governor
Ehringhaus’® favorite stories
that he got from his father,

The old gentlemantold it aboui
one of his fellow townsmen,
down in Elizabeth City, who
operated a small grocery store
and hadn’t had too much edu-
cation, Folks used to pass his
store daily just to see what new
miracles he had accomplished
in the way of fanciful spelling.

But the climax of it came one
day when they saw a sign an-
nouncing the arrival of a fresh
shipment of coffee, The grocer
had spelled coffee without get-
ting a single letter right, and
here’s how he had done it—
KAUGHPHY,

But, before you criticize the
spelling too severely, we might
ask that if KAUGHPHY doesn't
spell coffee, what does itspell?

This is a story Albion Dunn
used to tell about a client of
his

The client, an old farmer by

AFTER ANOTHER

affice on every floor, and if the
elevators make 237 trips every
day, what is the fat, middle-
aged elevator-man’s name, and
how old is he?"’

We puzzled over it for a few
minutes and finally gave up,

‘‘His name is Milton Everett
and he is 45 years old,” said

“‘How do youfigure that out?"”
we asked him,

“‘Because I've known him for
years and I know that is his right
name and his right age,"” ex-
plained Ed,

Silly!

Ever wondered where the
community, Aurora in Beaufort
County, got its name?

A number of years ago we
asked Dr, John Bonner to tell
us something about it and he
did,

It seems that there was a
Methodist minister who lived
in Lenoir County and conducted
Whether he

not entirely clear, but he stayed
in that section of Beaufort Coun-
ty long enough to become ime

-

KING STREET

BY ROB RIVERS

Appreciated Letter . . . And A Good Story

Dale Gaddy, who was once a prime figure at'the
Democrat office after he got his degree at ASTC, has
kept in touch with us through the years . . . First he
and his charming wife, Jeannie, went to Maryland to
teach, then to Durham and special work for Dale at
Duke University and lately he has been at UCLA doing
more work on his Doctorate . . . We are always glad
to hear from Dale and we found his last letter in-
triguing . . . Dale and Jeannie had to return to North
Carolina in mid-August due to the critical condition of
his father . . . The elder Mr. Gaddy improved and was
taken off the critical list by Labor Day when Dale re-
turned to Los Angeles to resume his academic duties,
leaving Jeannie with his folks in Asheville . . . It was
while “baching” it in solitary innocence, Dale writes,
the phone rang “and some strange voice, obviously a
woman's, informed me that she was my Aunt Sarah
and that while attending a convention in Los Angeles

she would like to see me.”

No Aunt Like That

That sounded fairly innocent
to Dale, on paper, at least, but
fact is, he says ‘““I have no
aunts named Sarah” , , , Ethel,
Myrtle, Fairlee, Francis, Edna,
Essie and Delores, but no
Sarah, The letter continues:
“‘The voice at the other end of
the line was still there and I
began having visions of big city
vice in the making, Listening
suspiciously I was informed by
Aunt Sarah that she had married
my Dad’s deceased sister’s hus-
band ., , . my widower uncle
by marriage had indeed re-
married a year or so ago, but
to whom I didn't know since
he lived somewhere in Virginia
and there had been no corre-
spondence between us . , , Re-
gaining my confidence in hu-
manity, 1 talked with my re-
cently-acquired Aunt Sarah and
it was decided that I should take
her and a lady friend of hers to
Disneyland the next day , .. At
the end of the day at the Ana-
heim fun factory, good ole Aunt
Sarah asked that I attend a ban-
quet the following Tuesday at the
convention she was attending
.+« and I did,

‘. .. Answer To
Joe’s Tavern

“Upon entering the Beverly
Hills Room of the Century Plaza
Hotel, (the civilized world's an-
swer to Joe's Tavern, which
some Appalachian undergradu-
ates frequented) . .. a room
exquisitely appointed with 160
or so tables, a dance floor for
the 1,000 guests, a stage and
carpeting that reminded me of
my grandmother’s bed tick . . .
we sat with four other people,
two of whom were Mr, and Mrs,
Jim Rivers , ., ., He is Aunt
Sarah's boss , ., . We had a most
enjoyable time, discussing
Boone, the Watauga Democrat,
Appalachian’s explosivegrowth,
the Democratic party, etc. .. .
What a small world it is indeed
. « « For me it was a nostalgic
evening , ., Hearing your broth-
er's voice was like listening to
you . . . Youtwodon't look much
alike but I'd hate to havetodis-
tinguish between you two on the
telephone , , . This was thefirst
time | had met your brother, the
same qualities were evident in
him: a quick sense of humor, a
deep reservoir of knowledge and
a permeating aura of genuine
hospitality,

“1 DID WANT YOUTO KNOW
that I met your brother and this
meant very much to me ... The
appearance of Lawrence Welk’s
orchestra was anti-climatical
after dinner with your brother,
his wife and good old Aunt
Sarah , , , Take care and let me
know if any strange aunts show
up in those hills,"" Dale,

King Of The Punkin
Patch

Mr, Roy Brown of Route 1,
brings the Democrat a punkin
which at 70 pounds, is far and
away larger than any we've

bring us a quart of home-grown
strawberries, picked freshfrom
the vine as the middle of Octo=
ber approached ., ..Theberries
were large—some about as big
as mine-run June apples, the
vines are still blossoming and
are expected to keep onbearing
until a considerable (freeze
comes , . . The Watsons long
since picked their big

berry crops which are grown
without the benefit of fertilizer,

Uncle
Pinkney
HIS PALAVERIN’S

DEAR MISTER EDITOR:

You will recollect that back
last Spring Bug Hookum was
worrying about that age law
that went into effect in June,
Bug, that is more apt to rust
out than wear out, was afraid
the new law would fix it so’s
old fellers like us couldn’t quit
work if we wanted to, The fel-
lers at the country store spent
a whole session setting Bug
straight on the law that per-
tects old folks from gitting fired
or promoted just because they
was old, &

' Well, Mister Editor, Saturday

night at the store Bug brung
up another work law that has
got him upset, this law that goes
into effect December 1, about
discrimination on account of
sex, This law makes itillegal to
say male or female help wanted
in ads if you say one without
the other, unless they was what
the lawyers call boneyfied rea-
sons,
First off, Bug was concerned
on account of this new lawdon't
say nothing about age, and he
had just got around to under-
standing the June law thatgives
old folks the right to loaf, Back
in his younger days, Mister Edi-
tor, Bug was knowed as a real
go-gitter, His old lady worked
and he went and got her. Now
he is worried because this new
law might change that arrange-
ment and make men compete
with wimmen fer jobs,

Bug figgers they was going to
be a heap of confusion about
this new law, First off, it will
be hard to decide when they
was a boneyfied reasonfer say-
ing if the job calls fer male or
female,

Zeke Grubb was agreed with
Bug that this anti-sex work law
was going to cause a heap of
trouble, He said he was still in
favor of the system the Indians
used to have fer running the
country, In them days, said
Zeke, the men did the hunting
and fishing and the wimmen
took care of everthing else,
Ever since, ever change in the
work laws has been fer the
worst, was Zeke's words,

Bug was agreed with Zeke
that this new law going into
effect in December was backed
by the wimmen folks, and he said
the men had ought to git a few
clauses in the law, Fer instant,

men we had ought to havea sec-
tion in the law that makes it il
legal fer a person, male or fe-




