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participants
' ceremonies of the Carol Grotness Balk Li-
Sunday afternoon after an open house tour of the
building, Left to right are Mr, and Mrs, Carl

qu'teen Boone Citizens File
For Office In City Vote 17th

in the dediestory

Fourtéen Boone residents Two of them, former Mayor
o be deeided in the Saturday,
June 17, town election,

of 113 Skyview gradusted from
= M, . o Dr,, has heen a Boone physielan
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Robinson Is
New Partner
Hunt's Store

Fifty per cent of Hunt's De-
partment Store in Boone was
purchased Monday by John Robe
inson, former manager of the
Crest Store here, He and Guy
Hunt, sole owner of the

At ASU

prospects for this new eenter,

and how it will fit into our
program for the area,” he
said,

Dr, Plemmons said the $100,.
000 from a local source that

site has been picked as yet for
the center, But he said con-

" siderable work has already been

done by the university archi.
tects, Baber and Wood of Ashee

: Pr&ba ble. Tax Rate $1
Record County

Of $2,220,084.

ALMOST GRADUATED—These two bappy seniors at Watauga
High' Sehool slip the last of their graduation invitations into the
mail box outside their soon-to-be alma mater, Susan Lawrence
and Paul Miller Jr, will be among thé leaders of their graduating
class, Susan, daughior of Dr, and Mrs, Jack Lawrence, is trea-
surer of the student council, and Paul, son of Mr, and Mrs,
Paul Miller, is president of the council, Graduation exercises

will be at 8§ o'clock
photo)

tonight (Thursday) at the school, (Staff

Gaston To Head

H, Lowis Gaston Jr,, Belmont

natlve who has worked In the

3 ASU News Bureau

asgistant in the same office
during the 1966-67 and 1967-

public affairs departm of
Appalachian State University
for the past flve years, has been
named Direetor of the ASU
News Bureau,

Gaston, who has served as
assistant director of the bureau
for the past year in addition
to being an English instructor,
will replace Dick Barkley who
has submitted his resignation
which is to be effective later
this month,

Barkley, who has headed the
News Bureau operations for the
past three years, resigned to
accept the position of Sports
Information Director at Wake
Forest University, He will
assume his new dutles on June
16, according to Dr, Gene
Hooks, WFU Athletie Director,

Gaston was born in Spartan.
burg, S, C,, but was raised in
Belmont where he graduated
from Belmont High School, He
obtained his B, A, degree in
1868 and earned his M, A, de-
gree in 1968 at Appalachian,
During his senior year, he was
listed In **“Who's Who in Ameri.
ean Colleges and Universities,"*

student assistant

in the Nows
was a

68 ic years,

Gaston has been associated
with the operation of Horn in
the West outdoor drama for the
past five years, three in pro-
motional work and the past two
as general manager,

His parents, Mr, and Mrs,
Henry L, Gaston Sr.,areteach-
ers In the Gaston County
Sehool system,

Barkley, a nativeof Asheville
and an alumnus of the Univer-
sity of North Carolina at Chapel
Hill, was state editor of the
Durham Sun newspapers for six
years before joining the Appa-
lachian staff in 1966,

LEWIS GASTON JR,
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Budget
Gets OK

'Final Approval

Of Money Bill
Due Early July

A new Watauga County bud-
get, a record-breaking $2,220,-
084, was tentatively approved
for the upcoming fiscal year by
the Board of Commissioners in
an all-day session Monday,

To meet what the board con-
siders the basic needs of the
county starting July 1, they
adopted a tentative tax rate
of $1,10 per $100 valuation on
real and personal .

The ad valorum tax thus is
expected to bring into county
coffers a record $704,996, &
$132,480 increase over ad vale
orum tax revenues expectedfor
this year,

Other local tax sources, to-
taling $211,656, combined with
$1,303,432 In state and federal
participation in county pro-
grams, bring the total budget up
to $2,220,084,

The new total budget repre-
sents an increase of $118,769
over the current budget that has
operated the county since July 1,
1968,

The new budget, under state
law, will ““lay on the table*” for
public inspection for 30 days, Its
formal adoption will come early
in July,

The new budget marks the
first time in recent history
that Watauga County has based
its assessment ratios for real

and personal properties on the
same percentage—65 percent,

Watauga commissioners have
based the tax rate on 50 per

cent of real property assess-
ments and 100 per cent of per-
sonal property, However, state
law requires that the assess-
ment ratio be the same for
each category,

Also, state law requires that
county general fund revenues
be limited to 20 cents per
$100 of wvaluation, The higher
assessment ratio allows the
county to conform to this law,

Total ad valorum tax reven-
ues are budgeted at $759,000for
the new fiscal year, a $144,000
inerease over the $615,000 ex-
pected for 1968-89, However,
the budget is based upon col-
lection of only 92 per cent
of the total charge, reducing
the effective ad wvalorum tax
levy to $704,966,

Expenditure for the operation
of the county school system
continues to siphon off the lar-
gest share of county tax dollar,
Thirty cents of the rate will
be all 4% sehood
ing to $196,006, State and feq.
eral grants of $721,473 plus oth-
er loeal funds, including $35,000
from the Blowing Rock ABC
Store, swell the school budget
to $1,026,929,

The general fund, from which
come monies for the day-to-day
operation of most county depart.
ments, shows an increase for
:-::?-?D from $184,328 to $215,

(Continued on page two)
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ards Are Rising

Similarly, more homes are equipped with clothes
dryers than was the case in 1060, Ownership in the local
area has Increased by about 13,7 percent, itis estimated,

As for television sets, over 89,0 percent of the

households in the area have

conditioners,
equipment,

While there has been little change in the proportion
of fardlies with washing machines, the ones now In use
are aulomatic models for the most part, not the wringer
type that was more common then,

The report also points o

dishwashers and
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