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Area County Boards To

Gather In Boone 30th

A meeting of county commis- special election on Nov, 4, Pro- the main source of county reve-

sioners

North Carolina counties will be the counties where voters ap-

:ld?una;.smsn.mm
study proposed one-cent
additional sales tax,

The question of adding the
extra penny to the presentthree
per cent sales tax will be put
't voters in North Carolina ata

Bloodmobile
2nd
The Red Cross Bloodmobile
wmmhmm.

prove the issue,

The Watauga County Board of
Commissioners will be hosts
for the meeting, It will be held
in the commissioners’ room of
the courthouse, \

On hand to lead the discus-

{ slon will be John Morrisey of

Raleigh, executive secretary of
the North Carolina Association
of County Commissioners,

The association has endorsed
the proposal as a means for
out where counties have

Parkway Work

RALEIGH—Portions of the
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ral other projects .w‘m“
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tinued, It is pot due for com.
pletion until next summer,

from northwestern ceeds from the tax would go to nues,

which it is collected, The other
half-cent, less costs of admini-

Registrations thus far repre-
sent a 10 per cent increase
over last year's resident en-
rollment of 5,580, and the of-
ficial total is expected to climb
near 7,000 after 28 off-campus
extension classes are filled,

The proposed exira penny
sales tax could pump as much
as $228,000 into the hard-press-
ed treasuries of Watauga Coun-
ty and its two municipalities,
Boone and Blowing Rock,

The recent legislature cafl=
ed for a vote on the issue on
Nov. 4 in each of the state’s
100 counties,

The counties and towns would
be free to use the additional

has been offered to help finance
the growing demands for ser-
vices of local governments,

The main source of local gov-
ernment revenue historically
has been limited to property tax-
es, plus an assortment of utllity
rents and other local license
fees,

As counties and towns have
sought tc meet the demand for
additional services, they have
had to squeeze tighter primarily
on property taxes, a source that
many believe has reached its
economie

If All Counties Approve

THE BOONE ROTARY CLUB offered a passel of goods for sale

in their benefit auction Saturday night, While the auctioneer was
calling for bids, the spotters kept an eye out for new bidders to
keep the action rolling, A big crowd turned out to Watauga High
School where the display was set up in the gymnasium, got im-

pressive bargains at their own priee and

g i Proposed Sales Tax 0 |

Add $228,000 Locall

bene~

boosted
fit programs in the community, Two of the club’s top priority
projects are the Dr, J, B, Hagaman Cardiac Care Center at Wa-
tauga County Hospital and thelr continuing work with local erip-

pled children, (Staff photo)

Burley Tobacco Is Important

““Wanoa drive stakes of cut
"baccer off]™

That's lkely to be the greet-
ing from George Byrd when you

. walk into his tobaeco patch on

Route 1, Vilas,

The sharp edge of his tobac.
co’ tomahawk flashes In the
morning sun as he wacks off a

heavy stalk. of burley tobaceo
where it meets the soil,

He turns to spear the thick
stalk on a stick he has driven
into the ground, He puts five or
six stalks on each stick, depend-
ing on the welight of the stalks,
From a distance the stalks ap-
pear to be tiny inverted tepees,

Muhammed Ali To Speak
At Varsity Gym Tonight

The world's heavy weight
champion will lecture at 8
Thursday night (Sept, 18) in
Varsity Gymmasium on the Ap-
palachian State University Cam.
pus,

‘Muhammed All, who started
his' boxing career as Cassius
Clay, will have the Black Mus-
1im movement as his topic and
18 belng sponsored here hy the

Student Government Assocla-
tion,

All is now under indi

The pattern is baing repeated

on some 1,400 farms in Watauga
County this month, Production
of burley tobageo provides a
healthy ehunk of Watauga farm
income,

Last year a total of 1,617
acres of burley were grown, It
produced an estimated return
of $1,990,953 to 1,415 farms
that held allotments,

Burley tobaceo growing came
to Watauga County in the late
19208, The first records were
kept in 1929, when f*ve acres
were listed, The crop averaged
800 pounds an acre and brought
21,2 cents a pound or a total of
$850 to the growers,

for refusal to serve in the
armed forces,

ASU faculty and students will
be admitted by ID cards, Other
tickets are being sold at the
SGA office in the Student Cen-
ter Monday through Thursday
of this week,

nology have changed all
though, Last year's yleld aver-
aged 2,626 pounds an acre, On
the floor of burley warshouses,
Watauga tobacco sold for an
average of 73,5 cents a pound,
George Byrd grew his first
erop of tobacco some 35 years

Producti is and tech-

Boone And Blowing Rock
Get State Street Funds

Boone and Blowing Roek will
get State Streetallocations from
the $11 million Powell Billfund
distribution announced last
week,

Boone will recelve §28,177.73
based on its 1960 population of
3,686 and 30,61 miles of non-

Blowing Rock was allotted
$12,720,47, based on a 1960
population. of 711 and 18,71
miles of non-state streets,

Neighboring Banner Elk is
to.get $4,081,57, based on a
population of 564 and 4,28 miles
of non-system streets,

Newland is allotted $3,728,41,
based on a population of 564
and 3,66 miles of streets,

D, M, Faircloth said that 427

cities and towns will receive ag

proportional cash allotments
amounting to  R11,224,404,
Checks will be mailed from
Raleigh this month so they can

reach the municipalities by Oc-
tober 1,

The Powell Bill' funds, pro-
vided by one-half cent of the
regular gasoline tax, are re-
twned annually to cities and
towns, based on both popula-
tion and non-state street mile-

€.
This year's total {s almost
§l-million more than last year,
when $10,4 milHon was returned
to the municipalities,

. To Welfare Watauga Farmers_

ago, He heeds the advice of ex-
tension specialists when it
comes to selecting a disease
resistant variety and carrying
out chemical treatment,

Like any other intensiveeare
¢rop, tobaceo lays demand for
individual attention of each stalk
on the grower, The suckers that
appear at the base of eachstem
must be pinched off to allowfult
leaf development,

Traditionally, suckering has

(Continued on page two)

Parkway Travel

On Down Side

Travel on the Blue Ridge
Parkway in August was down
3,4% from August of 1968, ac-
cording to National Park Ser-
vice statistics, .

During August 1968 there
were 1,844,840 visitors as
against 1,782,772 in August
1968,

The calendar year 1969, howe
ever, reflects a travel increase
on the scenic road of 3,4%

In the first eight months of
1968 7,885,181 persons toured
the parkway., In 1969 the num-
ber was 8,032,446,

Booue Town Taxes
A one per cent discoumt will

apply to all Boone Town taxes
paid during the month of Sept-

out, Taxes may be paid at eity
hall,

Is this more than they ean ';

. $1,090 Per Family _-

dents, or
per family,
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