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Comparative Study Re-
leased By Casualty
Company

An average of 33 American soldiers
were killed daily in Korea during the
first year of the war, while at home
automobile deaths averaged 99 a day,
a comparative study of war and traf-
fic fatalities made by the Associa-
tion of Casualty and_Surety Com-
panies discloses.

Close to 12,000 combat deaths have
occurred among United States forces
in Korea since hostilities started on
June 25, 1950, according to Defense
Department reports. On the eve of
the war’s first anniversary the Asso-
ciation’s accident prevention depart-
ment estimated that the nation’s traf-
fic dead during the same 12-month
period totals about 36,050, three times
the U. S. death toll in Korean bat-

tles.

ﬁ'rafﬁc deaths currently are seven
times heavier than U. S. war fatali-
ties, however, with the estimated June
average of 93 lives lost daily on high-
ways almost equaling the low weekly
average of 95 soldiers killed in action
in Korea as the war entered its 12th
month.

American military deaths in all of
the nation’s wars, including the first
year of the Korean conflict, have
reached a total of 998,000 in 176 years
and two months since the Battle of
Lexington on April 19, 1775, the study
shows. In the 51 years and six

months since the first U. S. automo- '1ast six months of 1950 street and

bile death occurred at the turn of the
century, nearly 980,000 men, women
and children have lost their liveg in
traffic accidents.

In a strange historic parallel, both
“GI-X” and “Victim X,” the millionth
victims to be killed by U. S. wars and
automobiles, may die only a few
weeks apart this year if the war con-
tinues, instead of within a few months
of each other, as predicted last Janu-
ary by Julien H. Harvey, manager of
the Association’s accident prevention
department.

The unknown soldier who will be-
come “GI-X” if the Korean war con-
tinues apparently has been given a
respite of several months more of
life as a result of far lighter casual-
ties recently, Mr. Harvey observed.
Combat deaths fell off nearly two-
thirds a month ago to the surprisingly
low rate of 13 to 15 fatalities a day,
or 90 to 100 a week. This compared
with a high average of 40 a day, or
275 a week, two months ago. An av-
erage of 210 U. S. soldiers was killed
in action weekly during the year; 253
a week in March, 275 in April and
125 weekly in May.

Total U. S. war deaths since 1775
are now within 2,000 of the historic
million mark and automobile fatalities
since 1900 about 20,000 under 1,000,-
000. But, Mr. Harvey pointed out, the
increasing seasonal rise in traffic cas-
ualties is fast closing the time gap
between the - expected deaths of
“GI-X” and “Vietim X.” The totals
for war and traffic deaths are now
only 18,000 apart, compared to 42,000
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a year ago when military fatalities at
the start of the Korean war stood at
986,000 and traffic deaths had reach-
ed 944,000. In 12 months that 42,000
difference has been more than cut in
half.

The automobile toll may rise steadi-
ly to an average of 115 deaths a day,
last December’s peak rate, for the
final six months of 1951, he empha-
sized, unless intensive national and
local highway safety campaigns are
started immediately to reduce traffic
accidents and save a large number of ]
ilives on the home front. During the

highway deaths averaged 108 a day.
A T per cent increase in traffic fa-
talities during the first four months
this year over the same 1950 period,
as reported by the National Safety
Council, indicates the prospect of a far
heavier automobile death toll later
this year and the urgent need for
immediate drastic action to curb
speeding and drinking-and-driving, the
major causes of traffic accidents, Mr.
Harvey declared.

“Accident X,” in which the millionth
automobile fatality will occur, is still
expected next December, he said, a
though an intensive traffic safet
campaign seeking to postpone it may
delay the death of Victim X” until
early in 1952.

“Vietim X” may be killed on Christ-
mas Day or near December 25 if
present high traffic death rates are
not reduced, the study indicated.
“GI-X” might be killed on or about
Armstice Day, November 11, dedicated
ito the nation’s war dead, if Korean
fighting continues with U. S. com-
bat deaths running at the recent low
rate of approximately 100 a week, ac-
cording to the study. On the other
hand, should these fatalities return
to earlier high rates near 300 a week,
the new unknown soldier symbolizing
the first million lives lost in Ameri-
ca’s wars might die as early as mid-
August.

American battle casualties in Korea
during the war’s first year totaled
about 75,000 including 12,000 killed

in action, nearly 12,000 missing, and
close to 50,000 wounded, according to
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Defense Department reports. Non-
battle casualties, which included frost-
bite victims and sick and injured sold-
iers in Japan as well as Korea, 85
per cent of whom were returned to
duty, totaled nearly 73,000 in 11
months.

The aggregaie of U. S. battle and
mon-battle casualties in 12 months is
approximately 150,000, but the non-
battle category included “minor ail-
ments,” General J. Lawton Collins,
Army Chief of Staff, told the Senate
Commiitees a month ago when these
casualties were reported for the first
time,

Since the war started nearly 1,300,-
000. men, women and children have
been killed or injured on the home
front by automobiles, Mr. Harvey es-
timated. The total of traffic-injured,
nearly 1,262,000 is more than 25 times
the number of U. S. soldiers wound-
ed in Korea and nine timeg greater
than all American battle and non-
battle casualties, with deaths -exclud-
ed, in the same period.

Since 1900, he added, automobiles
have injured more than 30,500,000 mo-
torists and pedestrians.. The com-

CHOWAN FARMERS
EXCHANGE

Raspberries and dewberries have just
about completed bearing for .this sea-
son, and now is the time to prune
them. To understand why we prune
them at this time, we should know
something about the growth and fruit-
ing habits of these crops. Raspber-
ries and dewberries bear most of their
crops on new shoots that come out of
canes of last season’s wood. Each
season, after bearing a crop, these
canes will die and their place will be
taken by new canes which come up
from the roots of the plant. The old
canes, therefore, should be removed as
soon as the ¢rop is harvested. This
practice will. give more room for the
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© Today’s long
# distance telephone
service, though geared
to high speed, can
move even quicker with
your help. When you put
in your call, always give
the operator the number you're
calling if you know it.

You’'ll be amazed at how much time
this simple little act can save you. Try it.
You'll agree it makes long distance service
even faster,

Norfolk & Carolina Tel. &Tel.Co.
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Bl A swank and
in I"S ﬁeld! sweeping 197%
inches long . . . longest in its field! o+ « and finest
A huge and husky 3190 pounds of no-shift driving
streamlined action . . . in the model illus- at lowest cost with
trated . . . heaviest of all low-priced cars! . £ 4
And a road-hugging, road-smoothing ”m
58% inches between centers of the rear
wheels . . . widest tread in its field! Automatic Transmission*
Chevrolet’s tiﬁ:e-proved -y
. : e Powerglide Automatic Trans-
e ° Chevrolet is the o mission, coupled with 105-
in its ﬁeld! low-priced car offer- h.p. Valve-in-Head Engine,
ing you the outstanding beauty of Body gives smoothest and finest & %
by Fisher . . . the extra-efficient perform- no-shift driving at lowest
ance of a Valve-in-Head Engine . . . the cost—plus the most powerful €
cradled c:mﬂflort 9&1 thseaf Knee-.fAct.iog Rid; performance in its field! s
. e« . an e Vi ety of a Curve P :
Windshield with Panoramic Visibility and ooy ok Bl Ha g 5
Jumbo-Drum Brakes—largest in its field. g“",:z':‘;ﬁ,f"}’:;,;"":,',"" :
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(Continuaiion of standard equipment and trim il
trated Is dependent upon availability of materiol.)
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Yes, these bigger, more beautiful
re finely ced Chevrolets are
the lowest-priced line in their field.
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o in its field!




