major nmportance ¥

The 1953 iGeneral |Assembly can take
pride in its record for introducing
and processing legislation promptly,
but these efforts may be in vain if an
early agreement cannot be reached on
fiscal policy for the next biennium.
Adjournment date seems no nearer and
perhaps less certain than a week ago.

About 200 more bills have been
introduced in the House ‘than at this
stage last session, and the Senate has
kept up with its 1951 record. Tf the
Senate’s 1953 deadline on local legis-
lation (March 10) holds firm, local
legislation formerly introduced - by
senators in the waning weeks, con-
ceivably either will not be introduced
or will be thrown into the already
burdened. House (Note: the \Senate
suspended the rule to let in a local
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legislation thus
far. It takes only 30 seconds to pass
a bill without debate; a
measure may take hours and clog up
the calendars.

tion on appropriations- may be neces-
sary before the finance committee can
finish its work. !As the legislators
went home this week-end, those relue-
tant to approve further tax increases
hopefully waited for final revenue
estimates for the next two years as
based on tax collections due March
16. If estimates are increased, ap-
propriations increases may be 'possi-
ble without anf tax adjustments. If
they are not, legislators may receive
solid recommendations.from tthe fre-
quent conferences on budget prob-
lems being held by Governor Um-
stead with his staff and legislative
advisors, or they may decide to cut
appropriations o ffit the revenue
structure rather than adjust the rev-
enue structure to fit recommended ap-
propriations.
Appropriations and [Finance

[While set up to receive the more
controversial budget items ffor special
study, the group of eight senators and
14 representatives named to the ap-
propriations subcommittee on Wednes-
day may yet be as all-powerful an
arbiter as its 1951 counter-part. Its
role was left somewhat in doubt when
the full committee refused on Tuesday
to refer to the as then-unappointed
subcommittee the request of the Hos-
pitals Board of /Control for an addi-
tional $2 million above Advisory Bud-
get, Commission recommendations.
‘Wide divergence of opinion on the
request developed immediately, and
when a compromise was proposed on
‘Wednesday suggesting that only $1.5
million be appropriated, it was met
by a counterproposal suggesting that
the Board be permitted to carry over
$600,000 in unused funds. The joint
committee then decided that perhaps
this item should also be referred for
'further study. Immediate action by
the subcommittee was stalled by the
rain-drenched trip to Camp Lejuene
on Thursday. 4

Proposals to revise the tax structure
continue to reach the finance com-
mittees, but one suggest increases in
revenues at a time when additional
funds are being requested: ISB 289
would permit a husband and wife liv-
ing together but filling separate in-
come tax returns to split exemptions
for dependent children as they wish;
HB 758 would remove all license taxes
of merchandise vending machines ex-
cept that of soft drink machines; and
HB 776 would requiré motor vehicle
wholesalers to pass on to retail dealers
part of the gallon tax credit granted
them as an evaporation allowance.

Courts

A controversy which has been de-
veloping over how best to provide
more judges for our superior courts
gave rise to tthe most spirited floor de-
bate of the session. Those who view
redistricting as the best solution tried
to postpone House vote on 'HB 163
(which weuld add one judge each to 6
critical \districts) in order that it
might be considered simultaneously
with their bill, which had been re-
ported favorably in the |Senate. The
effort was unavailing, however, as
was that of Wake ICounty representa-
tives seeking o include their district

amon gthose to receive an additional
judge; HB 1163: passed the House vir-
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ton on each axle, while SB 3111 would
fix new and enforceable penalties for
such trucks caught exceeding-_ pres-

per cent tolerance would be allowed.

nancial responsibility law (SB '105),
designed o increase the mumber of
insured motorists in N. IC., and SB
266, envisioning a state-wide driver
education program in the public
schools, received favorable reports
from Senate committees ithis week,
but were re-referred to 'the appro-
priations committee for consideration
of money problems involved.
* Reorganization

Measures dealing with reorganiza-
tion of state departments and agen-
cies continue to come fin, but action
on them seems 'to have slowed con-
siderably. The bill o transfer ad-
ministration of the prison system
from the Highway Commission to a
new Department of Prisons promises
to be the most controversial. Al-
though introduced by ithe Governor’s
brother, Rep. Umstead, it is mot an
administration tneasure. Neither, ac-
cording to one of its introducers, is
HB 693, which would authorize the
Governor to appoint. new members of
the State Board of [Elections next
May rather tthan in 1954 when present
terms expire. The bill giving the
Governor similar power over the 'State
Personnel 'Council still has received
no action by the original committee
to which it was assigned in February
Bills providing for reorganization of
the State Ports Authority and for cre-
ation of a commission to study reor-
ganization of State government have

ent axle weight limits, although a 5].
Both the proposed revision of the fi- |

issue warrants returnable before jus-
tice of peace or mayor of Edenton but
making it unlawful for either officer
to serve any warrant issued by him.

The bill passed ithe House March 13.

Labor rids us of three great evils—
irksomeness, vice and poverty.
—Voltaire.
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Announcement!

We are pleased to announce that Mr. E. P. Jones is now as-
sociated with the Chowan Farmers Exchange, Inc.

Mr. Jones Will Be in Charge of

SALES AND SERVICES

‘Mr. John Parrish, formerly with Carolina Equipment Co., of
Raleigh will be foreman of the shop.

Mr. Parrish is a Graduate Mechanic of,

" DIESEL AND GASOLINE TRACTORS

Mr. Mack Ward is in charge of Demonstrating all Makes

of Equipment sold by us.
-«

We have a complete repair shop ahd men that know how to

take care of any repair job. .

COMPLETE LINE OF

Massey - Harris Farm Machinery

ANY KIND OF WELDING SERVICE

CHOWAN FARMERS EXCHANGE, INC.

NORTH BROAD STREET

EDENTON, N. C.
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