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I By ROBERT E. LEE
I (For the N. C. Bar Association)

I This is one of a spring series of
I articles that will appear each week
I throughout the next three months.
I They have been written for the
ft/ non-!a>vyer as a public service off
I the North Carolina Bar Association.

Punishment For Crimes

I What crimes are punishable by
I death in North Carolina? V -

I- * Murder in the first degree,
k burglary in the first degree, rape
I and arson. These are the so-call-I-.

I ed “capital crimes'. ,

I/ glf at the time of rendering, jts
verdict in open • court, the jury

I; shall so recommend, the punish-

I ment for any of these crimes
may be imprisonment for life in

I the State prison.

| -- -

• ts
What is an inderterminate sen-

tence? «
,

An indeterminate sentence/is
one which provides for a rrfiiii-
mum and maximum sentence .of

; J imprisonment. Such sentences
may be given by Superion Court
Judges in North Carolina, 'in

e their discretion, when sentenc-
. ing prisoners for a period in ex-

cess of twelve motnhs. / , >

The Director of Prisons is au-
¦, thorized to cons der at least onfce
, in every six months such .cases,

and to take into consideration the
prisoner’s conduct, and to au-

his discharge at any tune
after the service of the minimum
time subject to his earned allow-

ance for good conduct.

i What is the “work release
i plan” for prisoners?

The General Assembly of 1957
provided by statute for a so-cail-

; ed “work release plan." Under
this plan a prisoner may be re-
leased from actual custody dur-
ing the time necessary to pro-
ceed to a place of private em-

. ployment, perform his work, and
return to the quarters designat-

.) ed by the prison authorities. The
I Plan is administered by the State
A Prison System, as authorized by
1 statute.

The plan can be extended to
prisoners only when recommend-

/ ed by the pres ding judge and re-
pi quested by the prisoner in writ-
K in S- and then only if the defend-
r ant has not previously served a
I r term or terms or parts thereof
I totaling more than six months in

jail or other prisons. Further-
£ more, it is applicable only to

those sentenced for commission
of misdemeanors, and not the
more serious crimes of felonies.

To date, actually few prison-
ers have been committed by
judges to prison under the work
release law. The major expla-
nation is that offenders who
qualify are likely to be placed
on probation.

How soon after sentencing
is one sent to the central prison
in Raleigh?

Within five days after the ad-
journment of the court at which
he was sentenced, if no appeal
has been taken.

After being processed through
the receiving center at the cen-1
tral prison in Raleigh, he may
then be sent to one of the 86
field units or 8 prison institutions
of the North Carolina Prison
System distributed throughout
the State. Only about 8 per cent
of the total prison population is
kept in Raleigh.

Who makes the rules and reg-
ulations governing prisoners un-
der the control of the State Pris-
on System?

They are proposed by the Di-
rector of Prisons and become ef-
fective when approved by the j
State Prison Commission.

Surprise
The teen-aged girl, after two

lessons from the driving school,
took her father out for a spin in
the family car. “Oh, daddy!”
she shrilled. “Doesn’t speeding
over hill and dale make you glad i
you’re blive?”

“Glad? I’m amazed.”
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Vacancy Waiting
“Why do you want to enter the

United States?” the immigration
official asked.

“I want to lead a peaceful life
r.nd make an honest ‘living,” re-
plied the iriimigrant.

“Good,” said the official. ‘That
is not one of our overcrowded
fields.”

EXPERT
Watch Repairing

Large selection of watch
bands ,

. . Ladiea’ and
Gents’

. . . Leather, Ny-
lon, Stainless Steel and
Yellow Gold Filled.

PROMPT SERVICE

REASONABLE PRICES

JOHN J. ROSS
300 West Church Street

KUENTON. N.
PHONE 3175
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NOTICE TO VOTERS OF EDENTON
After serious consideration and urging on the part of many friends, I have

decided to seek'fe-election as a member'of the Board of Public Works in

the Edenton Municipal Election May 5, 1959. I have had several years'
experience with she town’s government as a member of Town Council and

the Board of Public Works and feel that I am acquainted with its func-

tions. If elected, I will devote my efforts to the best interest and welfare
of Edenton as a whole.

e. .1

It is impossible for me to contact all voters personally but nevertheless I

earnestly solicit your yote and support, which will be greatly appreciated.

WALTER M. WILKINS

¦ Why pay the price penalty? _

• Rarno/er\
i C* hundreds of dollars
I less-save more than ever

on gas and upkeep
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f\ "YOUNG IN HEART" 1 j
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J* sateen print. | i
, Guaranteed washable 1 !

and crease resistant. p /
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