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H. H. BENNETT
The world, the nation and

North Carolina has lost the pio-
neer of conservation when Hugh
Hammond Bennett died July 7,
1960.
*

“The Chief,” as he was known
to his many thousands of friends
the world over, was born on a
cotton farm in Anson County,
N. C. He graduated from the
University of North Carolina and
began his professional careers in
1903 as a soil surveyor for
USDA’s old Bureau of Soils.
Given the job of surveying the
soils of Louisa County, Va., with
specific instructions to investi-
gate declining crop yields in that
area, he made the first true soil
erosion survey in history. He
came to the conclusion that sheet
erosion was the most dangerous
of all types of land destruction.
He built up background in his
work without attracting much at-
tention.

In 1928, he wrote a govern-
ment pamphlet “Soil Erosion —

A National Menace" which was
the turning point of the na-
tion. A few farm editors and
members of Congress noticed it
He was called before a Con-
gressional Committee and things
began to move. He was put in
charge of government soil and
water conservation research. In
1933, he was named chief of the
newly-created Soil Erosion Ser-
vice in the Department of In-
terior. Two years later. 1935, he
was appointed chief of the Soil
Conservation Service when it
was created by Congress in the
Department of Agriculture.

He was champion of the dis-
trict program. “Districts made
possible locally adapted soil con-
servation programs and plans,
with local leadership and man-

agement of these activities," he
wrote in 1948. “Not oniy this
but working more cooperatively,
as farmers do in districts, much
more mutually beneficial accom-

plishments are being achiev-
ed ...

”

The first soil conservation dis-
trict organized in the history of

the world was in Dr. Bennett’s
home county, Anson County, in
his honor. The Brown Creek Soil
Conservation District,

Many districts, many organi-
zations, and many governments

have honored him. He will oc-
cupy a place almost unique in
history. Untold millions yet un-

born. will owe him an eternal
debt of gratitude. Even before
his death, he was ranked with
Gifford Pinchot as one of the
country’s immortal conservation-
ists. A North Carolinian of
whom we are proud to have
known and loved.

Coastal Bermuda
L. N. Hollowed started graz-
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“Woe to them that are at ease

in Zion, and trust in the moun-
tain of Samaria . . ,

”(Amos 6:1)

True national greatness is
founded upon faith in God, and
obedience to His Holy Word.
“Blessed is the nation whose
God is the Lord, and the people
whom He hath chosen for His
own inheritance.” “Righteous- j
ness exalteth a nation, hut sin
is a reproach to any people.” |

Yet we see a trend all through !
history, beginning with ancient
Judah and Israel and continuing
to our present time: That when
a nation trusts in God and be-
comes strong it ceases to trust

in God and begins to trust in its
strength. In the case of ancient
Israel the source of strength was
the mountain of Samaria.

We in the United States, I fear,
have many Samaritan moun-
tains between us and our God.
In the first place we have the
mountain of religious extern-
alism. The maintain of Sam-
aria was a place of worship, and
tlmse who trusted in it were
frosting in a mere outward ob-
servance of religious forms to
substitute for a personal rela-
tionship with God. Too often
we trust in ritual, in church at-
tendance, in some denomination-
al machine to save us.

Secondly, we trust in the
mountain of position. Israel
thought her mountain of Sam-
ara was secure from enemy at-
tack, but it was taken fifty
years after Amos’ prophecy We
in the United States are prone
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Slat the mountain is vulnerable.
“As the mountains are round
about Jerusalem so the Lord is
nJjtai about His people.” Bet-
til to trust in the One who
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ing his coastal bermuda grass
about a week ago. It was es-
tablished this spring. He still
has some competition from crab
grass and this grazing will help
control it

Til* Drainage
M. P. Perry of Cannons Fer-

ry reports that his tile system
installed this past spring is do-
ing an excellent job. Places in
this field that were usually too

wet are just right now and a
good crop is growing. He says
that the entire tile system will

.be paid for with this year’s
crop including both his farm and
the Mattie K. Perry farm which
he farms.

Gum Pond

Bids have been received and
opened on this drainage project.
Low bidder was Waff Bros, of

Edenton with a total bid of $5,-
443.90. High bid was $9,947.65
with six bids submitted. Chair-
man Alvin Evans txpects to let
the contract within a few days.

ACP Signup
H. O. West, ASC office man-

ger, announced that farmers can
signup for cost-share assistance
on conservation practices during

the period of July 18-29. Go
by the local A9C office and sign

up for cost-share assistance on
your planned fall conservation
practices during this period.

It would be appreciated if you
would come by the local SCS
office and schedule your techni-
cal assistance for drainage and
erosion-control practices this fall.
SCS personnel will be available
at the office to help you.

Conservation Farm Plan

Thomas G. Rogerson of Tyner

prepared his conservation farm
plan last week with technical as-
sistance furnished by the local

soil conservation district. He
plans to install 1.500 feet of
six-inch drainage tile this sum-

mer. Crop rotations to fit the
land capability were planned

with special treatment for the
class 111 land. Cover crops, pas-

tures and wildlife food strips
were included, also.

Maynard Fleetwood, Edenton,
started this week on his conser-
vation farm plan. This is in
the Burnt Mill Creek watershed.

W. D. Pruden, Edenton, is pre-
paring his conservation farm
plan this week.

E. V. Welch, Suffolk, Va., has
scheduled August 8 for techni-
cal assistance in preparing his
soil conservation plan on his
famvat Sandy Run in the coun-
ty-

Technical assistance is avail-
able for planning and applica-
tion of conservation practices
through the Soil Conservation
Services in cooperation with the
local Soil Conservation District.

on beds of ivory, and stretch
themselves upon their couches
and eat the lambs out of the
flock, and the calves out of the
midst of the stall.” This was
their pride, but luxury is always
an indication of inner decay and
weakness. No nation that has
sought ease and luxury as the
goal of existence has long ex-
isted.

Again, there is the mountain
'of wise and able leadership. The
men who ruled Israel were able
men. intelligent men. Their
only shortcoming was that they
did not look to God for wisdom.
Perhaps that, too, was part of
our trouble.

There was the mountain of
military power and allegiance.
Israel had one of the largest and
best equipped armies of ancient |
times. Further, Israel had al-
lied itself with the other world
powers of the time: Egypt to
the south, Syria, Assyria and
Babylon to the north and west
Israel was able to gain these
nations as allies by offering
them material help. And Israel
lost these allies as soon as some-
one else offered them more ma-
terial help. The parallel with
our own beloved nation is so
obvious it would be an insult to
your intelligence for me to spell
it out

Like ancient Israel, too many
of us are at ease in Zion. We
cry “Peace! Peace!” and fail
to realize the peril of the times
in which we live. The whole
world system is falling apart
and we are concerned only
about consumer goods, status
symbols and a “good tife.” Our
country needs prayer earnest
jheartfelt prayer prayer that
[seeks the throne, the face, the

l .will of God. The kind of prayer
that only God’s blood-bought
children can offer. Prayer for
conviction of sin, prayer for wis-
dom, prayer or revival We as
Christians dare not fail our
homeland in this respect

The people art to b* taken in
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