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Pictured above is the site of the beginning of J. A. Woodard-Holmes Company back in 1901. The store and warehouse took in
the buildings now used by R. Elton Forehand Insurance Agency, the Ralph E. Parrish store and Chowan Credit Union. At left is
Carroll A. Boyce. J. A. Woodard and William D. Holmes, Sr., all three deceased. At right is the horse "Prince" and the cart, used to
make deliveries to customers in the early days of the concern.

headquarters, sales have rapidly
increased in volume so that it
was necessary to add another
shipping clerk, Paulette Lane,

and another salesman, Murray
Ediott.

Mrs. Inez Hc.liowell serves as
secretary and William and Frank
Holmes and Mrs. Dorothy Phelps,
sister of the Holmes brothers, is
bookkeeper.

As at present the concern has
five trucks in operation and em-
ploys seven colored men.

Since moving to the present
location a number of new items
have been added to the stock.
These include building supplies,
looting, paints, nails, wire fence,
etc. Many brands of well known
merchandise is stocked includ-
ing Del Mon'e and Libby lines,
two of the best in the country.
Practically all food items are
built around nationally advertis-
ed merchandise.

ON HONOR COUNCIL

Dallas Stallings, Jr., son of
Mr. and Mrs. Dallas Stallings,
Sr., of Edenton. has been elect-
ed to the Men's Honor Council
it Wake Forest College for the
:-oming year.

Stallings, a junior majoring
in religious education, is a mem-
ber of Theta Chi social fraterni-
ty, Minister Conference and the
Baptist Student Union execu-
tive committee.

Due to Gradual Ex-
pansion, Local Con-
cern Has Occupied
Three Different Lo-
cations During 60-
Year Career
W. D. Holmes Wholesale Groc-

ery, Incorporated, is celebrating
its sixtieth anniversary of doing
business in Edenton and many
friends far and wide are con-
gratulating those who are now
operating and carrying on the
successful business of this, one
of Edenton’s oldest business
houses. It is the second oldest
wholesale business in North
Carolina.

The concern started operation
in 1901 when a partnership was,
formed by James A. Woodard
and William D. Holmes, Sr., both
now deceased. The business was
started on South Broad Street
in buildings located where the
R Elton Forehand Insurance
Agency, the Ralph E. Parrish
Store and the Chowan Credit
Union are doing business, and
was first known as the J. A.
Woodatrd-Holmes Company.

The officers were J. A. Wood-
ard, president and W. D. Holmes,
Sr., who served as vice presi-
dent, secretary-treasurer and gen-
eral manager. Each one invested
$4,000 as capita' when the con-
cern started business.

The first year the establish-
ment conducted a retail business
with orders delivered with a
horse, “Prince,” and a cart.
There were no salesmen at the
outset. However, the business
enjoyed gradual growth,' so that
very soon merchants throughout

the county were added as cus-

tomers. Quite a few customers
were also shortly added from
across the Albemarle Sound in
the Mackeys area.

In the early aays of the busi-
ness practically all the merchan-
dise was brought into Edenton
by water and rail and came for
the most part in boxes and bar-
rels instead of paper cartons as
is the case with most shipments
today. There was, of course, a
limited variety of stock, but as
the business grew, a larger

amount of stock was purchased
and new employees added.

Arthur White was the first
bookkeeper employed and the
late Carroll Boyce was shipping

clerk, with W. D. Holmes, Sr.,
doing most of the selling. But
as the business expanded, two
salesmen, J. A. Curran and
Johnny Miller were added about
1920. Others employed from
1925 to 1935 were Nathan Dail,
Moses Harrell and Albert Cul-
lipher.

About 1929 Mr. Holmes bought
the interest of Mr. Woodard and
became sole owner of the busi-
ness. He also changed the name
to W. D. Holmes Wholesale Gro-
cery Company. After the change
in ownership Tommy Parker,
Kermit Layton and W. D.
Holmes, Jr., were added as sales-
men. 1

About 1935 the trend was to
cover a wider area by going in-
to other counties. Though the
volume of business was larger,
the margin of profit dropped, so
that W. D. Holmes, Sr., was
rather reluctant to expand, so
for some time the business was
more or less at a standstill.

About 1936-37 Mr. Holmes’
health began to fail, but his Sbh
William D. Holmes, Jr., and Ker-
mit Layton carried on the busi-

Here is piciured a group of Negro employees of Ihe W. D. Holmes
Wholesale Grocery. Back row, left to right, Willie While. Leroy
Perry and William H. Blount. Front row, left to right, Ernest
Nixon and Earl Rollins.—(Ricks Photo).

ness and were ably assisted by
Tommy Parker.

After being in failing health
for about three years, Mr.
Holmes passed away June 6.
1940, at the age of 60 years. He
was born in Washington County,
son of Mr. and Mrs. William
Daniel Holmes. He moved to
Edenton with his parents in the
late 1890’s.

Due to extra land and build-
ings at the latest property ac-
quired, the Holmes brothers
helped to organize the North-
eastern Milling Company. They
are officers and own stock, along
with Dr. Roland Vaughan and
Dr. Frank Wood.

The Holmes- brothers are very
proud of the success of their
concern and extend a cordial in-

'vitation to friends and neighbors
to visit their offices and ware-
houses during the 60th anni-
versary.

At the time of Mr. Holmes’
death, another son, Frank M.
Holmes, was a student at the
University of North Carolina

| preparing to enter law school.
However, he returned to Eden-
ton to help his brother, William,
and finally decided to abandon
his desire to study law, and in-
stead to help carry on the busi-
ness of his father. The concern
was subsequently incorporated
with Mrs. Georgia B. Holmes as
president. Frank Holms as vice
president and William Holmes as
secretary and treasurer.

By 1941 the business had out-
grown its quarters on the east

side of lower Broad Street and

purchased what was then
known as the Hobbs & Ward

building on the corner of Broad
end Water Streets. The prop-

erty was purchased from F. W.
Hobbs and his wife Emma.

As a result of World War II
the volume of business grew by
leaps and bounds, so that in the
new location it was necessary to
increase the personnel. Elbert
Copeland was employed as a

shipping clerk, Kermit Layton
salesman. W. A. Garrett and
was employed as a full time
Willis McClermey added as
salesmen and William and Frank
Holmes also devoted most of
their time as salesmen.

By this time the concern had

greatly increased the volume of
business and instead of serving

four counties, their operation
extended into 11 counties in
Northeastern North Carolina.
The counties served by the
Holmes Company include Cho-
wan, Bertie, Hertford, Gates,
Perquimans, Pasquotank, Cam-
den, Currituck, Dare, Washing-
ton and Tyrrell.

Growth and increased sales
continued to increase so that in
1958 the Holmes Company pur-
chased the property formerly
known as the Edenton Peanut
Company on West Church Street.
The property was purchased:
from the Birdsong Corporation
c * Suffolk.

Again since moving to new
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