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WASHINGTON——Mxliury
justice, in spite of recent
legislation to improve it, is

w of the greatest
'since the end of
World War JI. The Arm-
heiter and Pueblo affairs,
the Presidio incidents in
San Francisco, and the re-
cent Green Beret case,
whatever the explanations
may be, have cast a pall
over the quality of justice
dispensed by the armed
forces.

Part of the problem un-
doubtedly arises because
the military services are
undergoing  their worst
trial of public confidence
in generations. Signs of this
erosion of confidence are
seen in the widespread
concern about our war ef-
fort in Vietnam, and in the
growing rejection of gov-
ernment and authority by
our young people. Even
so, some of the problem is
fueled by scandals which
reach to the highest mili-
tary levels and the unwise
actions of the services
_themselves.

Doubts about military
justice come at the very
time when the system has
been the subject of the
most thorough reform in
two decades. The 1968
Military Justice Act, which
1 helped to draft and pilot
through the Congress, has
now expanded the respon-
sibilities of military coun-
sel in special courts-mar-
tial. It has significantly
increased the stature and
role of the law officer by
making him a federal
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: g ';have
now. been improved by
transforming the old boards

of review which reviewed
trial ; jddgndents into full-
fledged appellate courts. In

‘addition), thé 1968 act gives

the military defeadant and
his o 1 pignificant new
protections.

These reforms, which
went into effect in late
summer, demonstrate a na-
tional concern for the ser-
vicemen’s right to receive
a fair trial under a first-
class system of justice.

It should be recognized
that the quality of any
system of justice is largely
dependent upon the indivi-
duals who administer it.
As long as individuals
make judgments there will
be the risk of errors. To
minimize this, however, we
should constantly strive to
incorporate the safeguards
of “due process” of law in
our procedures.

In reviewing the Military
Justice Act of 1968, it
should be pointed out.that
one area of “reform was
neglected last year. This
relates to administrative
separations which involve
non - honorable discharges.
The importance of this
matter is that any service
discharge of a degree less
than honorable carries with
it a social stigma in the
public mind. - For this rea-
son, I have been much
concerned about the lee-
way which military auth-
orities have in granting ad-
ministrative discharges
which do not involve a
courts-martial. I believe
that we ought to enact a
code of procedure which in-
sures that any serviceman
being considered for a non-
honorable discharge should
have the basic protections
of “due process” of law,

On March 4, I introduc-
ed S. 1266, to establish
such a code. Basically, it
would require three-mem-
ber administrative dis-

charge boards to condugti—.

‘fair and impartial-hearin

on the alleged grounds for
such a discharge, that they
receive and consider evi-
dence bearing upon such
discharge, that they make
findings based upon the
evidence, and that they
specify the reasons for
their recommendations as
to whether the defendant
should be discharged or re-
tained in the armed forces.

I believe that my bill
would fill a gap which now

guards accorded servicemen
and I am hopeful that the
studies which may begin
on this measure soon will
result in favorable Con-
gressional action on it.

IN GERMANY

U. S. ARMY, Germany—
Army Second Lieutenant
James C. Brabble, 23, son
of Mr. and Mrs. James T.
Brabble, Route 2, Edenton,
N. C., was assigned Sep-
tember 3 to the 3rd Infan-
try Division in Germany
as a communications - of-
ficer
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Charles Dennis (Harry)
Morgan, 52, Cape Colony,
died Friday in N, C. Mem-
orial Hospital in <Chapel
Hill following an illness of
three weeks.

He was a foreman with
Daniel Construction Com-
pany in Durham.

Mr, Morgan was a native
of Jamestown, Pa., son of
the late John Morgan. He
had made his home in Cho-
wan County for the past 10
years. ’

He was married to Mrs.
Mattie Ward :Morgan, who
survives.

Also surviving are two
sons: Dennis Charles Mor-
gan of Durham and Fran-
kie Morgan of Maryland;
one daughter, Miss Pattie
Morgan of Maryland; two
step-sons: Sgt, William Ned
Yount, stationed in Korea,
and Acie Louis Yount, of
Granite Falls, N. Y.; five
stepdaughters: Mrs. Dor:s
Herman, Mrs. Dora Still-
man, Mrs. Kay Smith and

Mrs. Jane Britton, all of
Edenton, and Mrs. Rachel
Sadler of Baltimore, Md..
two grandchildren and 22
stepgrandchildren. !

Mr. Morgan was a mem- !
ber +of Belmont Moose |
Lodge.

Funeral services were

held at 3 P. M. Sunday in

Colonial Community
pel with Rev. Mitchell Ed-

Cha- !

wards and Father James
Butler in charge.

Buria] was in Beaver
Hill Cemetery.

Colonial Funeral Home

was in charge of arrange-
ments,
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If you save money.regu-

some day you

could become very
wealthy. So wealthy in

factithat an offer of a free
bar of soap given to you

_ deposit

every time you make a
in your Peoples

ings Account
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right at this

moment,

it

you're not filthy rich al-
ready, a free bar of soap
should sound like a pretty

good deal.

It's Peoples

Bank's way of reminding
you that you can really
clean up with a Peoples

Bank Scrvmgs Account.
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