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absorbed: from. .their home
umummzmer
" parents tell: them, from the

'mndmumthey'

$ee on televison, and from
 talking to playmates. But there
is ope source for stereotypes
‘with which librarians are
“‘particularly concerned:
“'portrayals in books.
A recent publication which 1
! have been studying is entitled
DICK AND JANE AS VICTIMS.
It is a scientific analysis of the
.. readers used in the elementary
schools. The findings were truly_
astounding in relation to sex

", stereotyping  but, upon

reflection, shouldn’t surprise
anyone who stops to remember
their own childhoold primers.
;. 'Boys are always portrayed as
“active,  athletic, brave,
resourceful and larger than
girls who are pictured as
passive, domestic, fearful,
helpless and petite. Not very
true to real life!

The writers of juvenile fiction
who defy this traditional
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stimulating, to say the least. I,
for one, am looking forward
eagerly to_the reactions of the
other librarians. Many of them
have never read children’s
books like these, I dare say.
SCREECHES

GAS LINES—In the course of
the three and a half years that I
have been writing this weekly
column, I have done my writing
in all sorts of places and at some
rather strange times but this
week sets some sort of record
for peculiar' circumstances: I
am making use of the hour and
a half wait in the line at the
filling station to pen these lines.
So much has been said about the
gasoline shortage that I can
think of no - original way 'to
describe my annoyance at the
inconvenjence. Since my job
entails the: supervision of a
three-county areaiwith a great

.deal of driving necessary, the

inability to get gas integfeges

with my duties as well asany-

pleasures. But being a natural-
born Pollyanna, I try to see
some good in every misfortune.
One thought which occurs to me
is that we are being forced to
take the poet Longfellow’s
advice: ‘“Learn to.labor and to
wait.”’ Another bright side to
this dark cloud is that walking
(one of my favorite forms of
excercise) might become
popular again.
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