The Division of Mental Health

.' Services in turn has made these
funds available to the Eastern
Mental Health Regional office
to establish a Region-wide (32
counties) Rehabilitation Center
for drug abusers.

In March, 1974, Dr. Robert R.
Ratcliffe, Eastern regional-
director, designated the
Regional Alcoholism Porgram
Director, Wade H. Williams,
Jr., as project director to
explore the need and feasibility
for the development of such a
facility in Eastern North
Carolina.

J. H. Waldrop was brought: in
as a consultant “‘to make every
effort,”” in the words of
Williams, ‘‘to locate a suitable
place for the implementation of
this project.” It was after an.
exhaustive search throughout
the 32-county Eastern Mental
Health Region that the most
appropriate ' locality for such
services was the Wilmington

Area.
As a result of much
planning. the Eastern

Region has sub-contracted
with the Southeastern Mental
development and im-
plementation of such a Drug
implementation of such a Drug
Rehabilitation Center and
« services under direction of
Dr..Burt'Walden, area director.

In commenting on -the
rehabilitation center, Dr.
Walden said, ‘I feel that this
program can and will be a
major resource for the people of
Eastern North Carolina who are
involved in Chemical substance
abuse as well as their families

Land society as a whole.”

~.{ He added, “From time-to-
time in the immediate future,
we plan to provide information
concerning this Rehabilitation
Center in order to keep the
Eastern Region apprised as to
how.the facility can be used for
the benefit of our people.”

Jim - Lang, Southeastern
Mental Health Center’s
Coordinator of Professional
Services, and Fritz Fern,
rehabilitation center director,
are completeing the initial
planning for the project which is
expected to open in the early
fall.

Too, Waldrop will continue to
serve as the liaison between the
13 Mental Health Centers in the
Eastern Region and the
rehabilitation center.

Waldrop points out that
admission to the ‘‘therapeutic
camping facility’’ will be
through the 13 Eastern Mental
Health Centers.

RECEIVES DEGREE

COLUMBUS, Ohio—Bobby
Scot Ober, Route 1, Edenton, N.
C., received his PhD degree
from Ohio State University at
its summer commencement
ceremonies on August 30.
President Gerald R. Ford was
the speaker at the convocation
in St. John Arena.

Report From
Washingfon

Continued from Page 1
savings banks, the primary
lenders for home mortages.
This authority granted by
Federal financial agencies' to
regulate such issues is
discretionary in nation, not a
requirement.

SERVICES
AVAILABLE

3000 annually to the' |
of Mental Health
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