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remains were reinterred at
old St. Phillips Church at
Brunswick to comply with
Smith’s often expressed
wish to be buried near Orton
Plantation, his former
home.

As the grave was opened,
some expressed doubt that it
was the body of Smith, since
it was an unmarked site in
the woods, but most were
fully convinced when the
lead bullet from the duel of
many years before was
found in the ashes. Friends
placed a marble slab over
the new grave, inscribed
“Benjamin Smith, once
governor of North
Carolina.”

Nearly 50 years later, a
Civil War shell destroyed
the marble slab, but spared
the nearby walls of the
church.

At about the same time he
was governor, Smith served
as master of the grand lodge
of Masons, and nearly a
century after his death, that
fraternity added a
monument to the grave.

Through the years,
various laws were passed
pertaining to imprisonment
for debt. However, debtors
continued to be imprisoned
throughout the first half of
the 19th century, until 1868
when the new Constitution of
North Carolina abolished
the practice except for
fraud. During these years,
bankruptcy procedures
were available, but terms
were harsh and few filed.

So, the governor who was
elected 15 times to the
Senate of North Carolina,
gave to the-then penniless
state university the 20,000
acres of Tennessee land he
had received for his service
in the Revolution, who had
urged a penitentiary system
for the state and advocated
public schooling “within
reach of every child,” spent
his last hours in prison
because his creditors found
his word to pay was not good
enough.

V.A. Questions

And Answers
Q Are veterans with

military service after World
War II and before the
Korean Conflict eligible for
home loan benefits 9

A Since Oct. 1, 1976,
hose whose active duty

occurred after July 25, 1947,
and prior to June 27, 1950,
who served more than 180
days under conditions other
than dishonorable or
discharged with less service
for a service-connected
disability, are eligible for
home loan benefits.

(j— I was retired on
disability from the Army.
Am I eligible for outpatient
care at a VA hospital?

A Any person retired
from the U. S. armed forces
by reason of disability or
longevity, is entitled to
outpatient treatment at a
VA facility.

Q— What is the purpose of
VAs vocational
rehabilitation training?

A— Vocational
rehabilitation assists the
service-disabled veteran
acquire new vocational
skills to help overcome the
handicap of his disability.

Q— My husband was
killed in Vietnam, and I
have since remarried. My
present husband wishes to
adopt a son from my first
marriage. What effect
would this have on my son’s
entitlement to VA benefits?

A— The natural child of a
deceased veteran retains
entitlement to VA benefits
even if subsequently
adopted. A step-child of a
deceased veteran would lose
his entitlement if he were
adopted
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