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What can Christians do to turn the tide of violence in community.'* 
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BY REV. RON CAVA 
Pastor 
Rocky Hock Baptist Church 

Just when I think our society 
can't get any worse, I turn on 

the news and find out that it 
can. Recently, grim headlines 
announced the tragic shootings 
at Columbine Hi'gh School — 

and headlines in newspapers 
across the country continue to 

bear witness to the ongoing 
degeneration of morality and 

spirituality. 
Children are killing children. 

Children are killing teachers 
and parents. Parents are kill- 

ing children. Jerry Springer's 
mindless, and mind-numbing, 
stupidity is the most popular 
television show among our 

youth. Girls as young as eleven 
are having and/or aborting ba- 
bies. 

We have political officials we 

can t trust, and whom we would 
not dare ask our children to 

emulate. Drug and alcohol ad- 
diction abounds among all age 
groups. Suicide continues to 

give us cause for concern, most 

significantly among the elderly 
and teenagers. 

Where is it all going to end? 
Can things get any worse than 
They are? How much longer 
will the Lord tarry? Have we 

passed the point of no return? 
What is our government going 
to do? What are our schools 
doing to help? These are a few 
of the questions we hear these 

days, expressing our stupeiac- 
tion over the current state of 
affairs in our society. But are 

these the right questions? 
Try on a different set of ques- 

tions if you dare. What shall we 

do? Where is our outrage? 
Where is our concern? Is there 

any hope and do the Christians 
of the 1990s care? What is the 
church going to do? These are 

the questions I think we should 
be asking. 

Perhaps a good starting place 
would be in the realization that 
we have a problem. Our lovely 
little rural corner of North 
Carolina is not exempt from 
the misery. Lest we believe 
these are global concerns, not 

affecting Chowan County, we 

need to look again. In recent 

years, gang-like violence has 
flared in our community, caus- 

ing serious injury to some and 

bringing arrests for others. 
And, about this time last year, 
a teenager in our county was 

arrested and charged with the 
death of his mother. As I heard 
a longtime resident say, you 
don't go off and leave your 
doors unlocked in Chowan 
County any longer. 

Talk to veteran teachers at 

our middle and high schools 
and they will tell you of the 
free flow of alcohol and drugs 
among our students. They will 
also tell you about a troubling 
decline of respect from stu- 

dents and parents alike. Talk 
to the good people at Albemarle 
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A Pastor's 

Crisis Pregnancy Center and 

they will tell you about the 

many teenage, unwed mother 
they assist. Talk to a social 
worker and let her tell you of 
the young boy or girl prowling 
the streets late at night because 
of a lack of parental concern or 

supervision. This is a short list; 
there are many others who bear 
witness to the downward moral 

spiral in which our community 
and every community is 

trapped these days. 
We must define who has the 

problem. This problem does not 

belong to the politician, the 
educator or the social worker 
alone. It is,a moral crisis that 
begins with the family and 
church and spirals outward to 

the fringes of society. Our po- 
litical and educational systems 
need reform, but that alone will 
not win this battle. 

At the risk of being tuned out 

by some who hold to a particu- 
lar ideological position, I must 

agree with the likes of Bill 
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Pat Buchanan that we are in 
the midst of a cultural war. 

The casualty list includes Re- 
publicans and Democrats, 
young and old, black and white, 
male and female. This being 
the case it seems to me that 
Christians and the Church 
should be leading the battle. 
We cannot afford to wait for 
politicians, educators, or any- 
one else to provide a clear and 
consistent moral vision for our 

children. Christian families 
and churches should provide 
that vision and it should be 
based on the great truths of the 
Bible and our nearly two thou- 
sand years of Christian heri- 

tage. But we are not doing well; 
we have gone AWOL on this 
battle! 

Along with defining whose 
the problem is, we need to de- 
fine what the problem is. The 

problem, it seems to me, is not 

violence, obscenity, etc., but 
rather, the decline of moral 
constitution and direction. Will 
Dodson, director of Public 
Policy for the Ethics and Reli- 

gious Liberty Commission of 
the Southern Baptist Conven- 
tion, has spoken insightfully 
on this subject. He said:, 

"The greater crisis is one of 
belief in transcendant and im- 
mutable moral truth, as re- 

vealed in Holy Scripture. The 
loss of belief in higher truth, 
God's truth, has been replaced 
by many with a conscious or 
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once was considered right for 

everyone is now open to per- 
sonal opinion. Thus, what might 
be wrong for one person is not 

necessarily wrong for another. 
No moral value is absolute. 
Everything is relative." 

It is this post-modern phi- 
losophy of morality which, in 

my opinion, is the real problem 
we face. If I don't believe mur- 

der is absolutely wrong under 
all circumstances, then I have 
no moral restraint to prevent 
me from murdering another 
human being. Similar cases can 

be made for the necessity of 
moral restraint with regard to 

not stealing, not committing 
adultery, etc. Teaching our 

children to live without abso- 
lute moral truth and restraint 
makes about as much sense as 

turning them loose on our high- 
ways without any speed limits 
or traffic regulations. Either 
case is a recipe for disaster. 

We have focused on the 

symptoms of our disease for 

long enough. We need to treat 

the host cancer, that is, the lie 
that morality does not matter. 

The way to do that is with mas- 

sive doses of scriptural educa- 
tion, daily prayer therapy, and 

by spending time with fellow 

strugglers and survivors. 
We need a sustained and in- 

tensive dialogue in our homes 
and in our pulpits concerning 
this moral struggle and the way 
out of it. Our children need to 
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shape beef mixture into round 

patty about 9 inches in diam- i 

eter. Bake 30 minutes. Remove < 

from oven. Arrange tomatoes i 
and olives over top of meatloaf; 
sprinkle with cheese. Continue 
baking 8 to 10 minutes or until 1 
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neatloaf is to medium 
loneness (160° F.) and cheese 
s melted. To serve, cut into 

vedges. 

Continued From Page 3-B 

;tables, drained 
8 oz. uncooked pasta shells 
1 cup tomato juice or veget 

tble juice 
1/2 tsp. oregano 
Brown meat and drain. 
Add remaining ingredients, 

:xcept cheese. 
Bring to a boil. Cover, re- 

luce heat and simmer 20 min- 
ltes, stirring occasionally. 

Top with cheese. Cover; re- 

nove from heat. Cool 5 min- 
ltes, until cheese melts. 

Makes 4 to 6 servings. 

Call the Classifieds... 
(252)482-4418 

are moral absolutes and that 
what God says matters. 

In Deuteronomy 6: 1-9, the 
j,ord reminds Israel that her 
welfare in the land He is giving 
them is connected to their faith- 
fulness and to their passing 
along of their covenant with 
God to each new generation. 
He tell us them to teach God's 
commands to their children 
with diligence, "As you sit in 
our house and when you walk 
by the way and when you lie 
down and when you rise up." 
Jesus said that He did not come 

to destroy the covenant God 
had made with the people in 
earlier times, but to bring it to 

fulfillment. And, He added, it 
is never enough to simply hear 
His Word — we must do it;, 
obey it, live by it. 

Relay 
Continued From Page 2-B 

his money." 
Plant displays will be set up 

on the front lawn where shopr 
pers can browse through thou- 
sands of wonderful perennials 
and herbs. 

Windmill Farms is a peren- 
nial and herb nursery, selling 
to the wholesale market. They 
will open for retail business 
this Friday and Saturday at 8;30 
a.m. and close both days at 

dusk. The nursery is located at 

803 Macedonia Road, just north 
of Edenton. For directions or 

other informat ion, call 482- 
5225 or 221-4216. 

Iredell : 

Continued From Page 2-B 

by Period Designs of Yorktown, 
VA. 

With the purchase of this 
floor cloth, the state continues, 
to ensure t hat its 22 historic 
sites provide residents and 
touring visitors alike with au- 

thentic and accurate views of 
what life was like at various 
stages of North Carolina's his- 
tory. 

Floral arranging 
class is offered 

College of the Albemarle's: 
Continuing Education Division 
will offer Floral Arranging 
beginning in late May. 

The class will meet Thurs- 
days, May 27 through Aug. 5, 
from 7-10 p.m. in room A-223 
on the Elizabeth City campus. 

The cost of this class is $35. A 
social security number is 
needed to register. 

For more information, call 
the Continuing Education Di- 
vision of CO A at 335-0821, ex- 

tension 2250. 

lo buy, sell, trade 

or rent... 
You'll find the hest 

bargains in the Herald 
classifieds! 

Know Your Bible Campaign 
In order to encourage a 

greater interest in the 

Scriptures a special FREE 
Home Bible Study Course 
is now being conducted. 

This course is: 
• Completely undenominational 
• Absolutely free of charge 
• Conducted entirely by mail 
• Based directly on the Bible 

For a Free sample lesson: 
Simply print your name and address 

below in the space provided and 
mail to the address provided. 

Why Not Do So Now Before You Forget? 

Name•' V 

Address 

City 
* 

State T5p 
Mail To: Church of Christ 
117 Mexico Road, Edenton NC 27932' 


