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Artstudents' works aredisplayed

Painting and sculpture by
Susan Birkhead’'s students

* brighten our display case this

month. Fanciful ereations in-
clude critters and edibles in
both abstract and realistic in-
terpretations. Don't forget the
Friends of the Library Book
Club’s discussion of Tuesdays
with Morrie on May 20th at 3:30
at the library.

Chris Bohjalian (author of
Midwives) addresses the clash
between conventional and ho-
meopathic medicine in The
Law of Similars. A widowed

- attorney is treated by and then

falls in love with a woman who
practices homeopathic medi-
cine. When her methods are
challenged in a court case, the
lawyer, acting as state’s attor-
ney, allows his judgement to
be compromised. The review-
ers say the story is a compel-
ling one.

A Boston art expert is called
upon to help the police trace a
valued Velasquez that was first
stolen by the Nazis. It was sub-
sequently traded on the under-
ground market until it surfaced
in Boston thirty years later in
Loot by Aaron Elkins. * = -~

Iris Rainer Dart, author of
Beaches; returns tothe printed
page with When I Fall in Love.
A television writer only sees
her co-worker's gruff and
seemingly unfeeling exterior
until a tragedy rearranges her
world. Then hereveals another

Rosalie Boyd

side— compassionate and sen-
sitive—as he helps her and her
son rebuild their lives

A woman retreats to a cabin
On Mystic Lake after she finds
herself alone for the first time
in many years. There on the
outskirts of her hometown in
Washington state, she learns
to live with her solitude and
then to reach out again—by
Kristin Hannah.

From what used to be the
“Wild West"” we have story col-

lections entitled The Secret of

Crutcher's Cabin by Walt
Coburn, Tumbleweeds by Will
Henry, and Riders of the
Shadowlands by H.A.
DeRosso.

Harry Turtledove writes al-
ternate history tales and his
newest, Info the Into the Dark-
ness, takes place in a mythica]
land where modern magic 1s
employed in warfare. In this
version of World War, trained
dragons set fire to enemy cit-
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iesand harnessed sea monsters
attack enemy ships.

Two compact books from
Europe: A bestseller overseas,
The Pollen Room by Swiss-born
Zoe Jenny, is a contemporary
coming-of-age book, a starkly

realistic and disturbing story.

Trumpet by Jackie Kay revis-
its the life of a jazz trumpeter
whose death unleashes a care-
fully guarded family secret.
That secret, revealed at death
radically alters accepted be-
liefs and traditions among fam-
ily and acquaintances.

For parents and kids: Lost
and Found: A Kid's Book for
Living through Loss was writ-
ten by a priest and a rabbi was
written to help voung people
understand anddeal with large
and small losses.

North Carolina Women: Mak-
ing History is an impressive
book beginning thousands of
yvearsago withthe hunter-gath-
erers and continuing through
World War 1l. Changes and ad-

"vances made by women were

often subtle. Prior-to the Civil
War only seven percent of the
public school teachers in the
state were women, but by the
war’'s end, fifty percent of the
teachers were women. A won-
derful poster from the 1920's
says, “Women bring all Voters
into the world—Let Women
Vote. ©

New audio-tapes: The Testa-
ment by John Grisham, Plum
Island by Nelson DeMille, Mir-
ror Image and The Ghost by
Danielle Steel and Legacy of
Silence by Belva Plain.

New video-tapes: Michael
(Liam Neeson as Irish states-
man Michael Collins), Courage
Under Fire (Meg Ryan and
Denzel Washington as Gulf
War officers), Marvin's Room
(Meryl Streep and Leonardo di
Caprio as mother and son), Le-
thal Weapon 2 (Mel Gibson and
Danny Glover take on more
bad guyvs), and Lord of the
Dance (Michael Flatley™ and
company bring Celtic step-
dancing new audiences).

Pettigrew Regional Libranr
Board meeting, Monday, May
1 7th at 7:00 p.m. at Shepard
Pruden Memorial Library.
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FOUNDATION GREETS NEW MEMBERS _

John Wood (far left) board chairman for the Chowan Regional Health Care Foundation, greets
three new members at a recent meeting. From left: Willie Boone, Ruth Lane, and Judge J.C. Cole,
The foundation supports health care efforts in the community and it is also a sponsor of the local
Relay for Life, which will be held May 21 and 22.
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