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Nucor plans to hire 300 
minir niirrnnn 

Staff Writer 

Nucor Steel Corporation, a 
Fortune 200 company that’s the 
nation’s 2nd largest steel 
maker, and its #1 recycler, will 
be taking job applications for 
its new Hertford County 
(Winton) plant May 14-16. 

At a “Business-to-Business” 
luncheon held recently at 
Creekside Restaurant & Bar, 
406 W. Queen Street, Nucor’s 
management team met with 
approximately 50 citizens, 
business and government lead- 
ers, where they announced 
plans to hire approximately 300 
people, Fifty people from 
Nucor or other steel-making 
concerns will be “trainers”, but 
the remaining 250 employees 
will be hired from the local, 
population.' 

“We didn’t expect to find 
adults with steel-making 
knowledge in northeast NC,” 
said plant General Manager 
Gif f Daughtridge, and although 
basic reading and writing skills 
and some understanding of 
computerization are required, 
the company focuses on atti- 
tude. 

“What we’re really looking 
for is the work ethic,” 
Daughtridge explained, 
“...people who like solving 
problems, people who like tak- 
ing on a lot of 
responsibility...We hire for at- 
titude. We train for skills.” 

Daughtridge said that Nucor 
offers its employees scholar- 
ships, profit sharing, stock pur- 
chase plans, and 401k plans, 
and that the company’s wages 
are higher than those of any 
other steel company in 
America, even though its pay- 
roll costs are lower. 

Since it’s unprofitable for the 
steel-making process to cool 
down, the Winton plant will run 

continuously. Two crews will 
work four 12-hour days, then 
be replaced by two other crews 

running the same schedule. 
This plan, according to 

Daughtridge, works well, and 
has never been “voted out” by 
employees in similar plants. 

Nucor is investing over $350 
million dollars in the new 

Winton facility, where it will 
manufacture and market plate 
steel products. This, Nucor’s 
first plant for plate steel, will 
greatly impact area economy. 
Even if people don’t find em- 

ployment at the Winton plant, 
they may find work at one of 
the spin-offs (e.g., electrical 
contractors, oxygen plant) 
which will undoubtedly spring 
up near the site. 

Although Nucor expects to 
run as many as 11 barges a 

week On the Chowan River, 
Nucor expects no problems 
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Despite cheap steel flooding 

the American market from 
overseas, Nucor has recorded 
126 consecutive profitable 
quarters, and recycled 11 mil- 
lion tons of steel last year. The 
company has 7200 employees, 
all non-union. Its corporate 
structure is decentralized, and 
it’s headquartered in Charlotte. 
There are 21 plants in 8 differ- 
ent states, 8 of these being steel 
mills similar to the 9th being 
built in Winton. 

For the Winton plant, the 
equipment is bought and the 
engineering’s done. Now, the 
plant needs to be built. About 
1000 construction people will 
be hired for the summer, but 
manpower requirements will 
diminish after this. 

Daughtridge says that, lo- 
cally, there is a small vocal 
minority expressing displea- 
sure at Nucor’s presence, but 
that most people welcome the 
company. 

Nucor hopes to get their Wet- 
lands Permit, the hurdle hold- 
ing up full completion of the 
plant, by June (at the latest). 

“I think we are a good corpo- 
rate neighbor,” Daughtridge 
continued. Benefits to towrns, 
“before” and “after” Nucor 
were briefly described, but lev- 
els of support are based on prof- 
its. 

“Our goal is to be up and run- 

ning, hopefully, by this time 
next year,” Daughtridge said. 
“We’re really happy with the 
location...We’re excited to be 
here...We have a lot to offer, 
and we think this area has got a 

lot to offer us.” 

Open House May 16 
The public is cordially invited 

to attend an Open House at 
Chowan Animal Hospital, 1515 
Paradise Road, in Edenton on 

Sunday, May 16. 
The Open House will be held 

from 2 p.m. until 4 p.m. 

On hand to greet visitors will 
be Dr. Tim Jones and Dr. 
Bridgett Mitchell, doctors of 
veterinary medicine, and their 
staff. 

Everyone is welcome. 
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Boarding 
• Indoor Kennel 
• Outdoor Runs 
• Large Fenced 

in yard 
• Food Provided 
• Air Conditioned 
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cost of college ? 

We can provide a free college cost analysis that 
will show you: 

I approximately what the college of your choice is 

expected to cost in the future; 

I how much you’ll have to save monthly or annually; and 

I how to develop an investment plan that can help you 
meet your savings goal. 

Call or stop by today for more information. 
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Suzette C. Ward 

Ward ioins Dowd & Twiddy staff 
David Twiddy, vice-presi- 

dent of Dowd & Twiddy Insur- 
ance, announces that Suzette 
C. Ward has joined the organi- 
zation as Commercial Lines 
Manager. She will be heading 
the commercial divisions for 
Dowd & Twiddy locations in 
Edenton, Hertford, Nags Head 
and Elizabeth City. 

Ward brings to her new posi- 
tion 22 years of experience in 
the insurance industry. She 
also holds a “Certified Insur- 
ance Counselors (CIC) desig- 

nation. 
She currently serves on the 

Managers Advisory Council of 
the Beach and Fair Plans, North 
Carolina Insurance Underwrit- 
ing Association. Ward’ has 
served on the board of direc- 
tors of the HomeBuilders As- 
sociation of Northeastern 
North Carolina and is a past 
president of the Albemarle 
Area Independent Agents As- 
sociation. 

A member of Sawyers Creek 
Baptist Church, Ward is co- 
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president of the Camden 
Middle School Athletic Boost- 
ers Club. Married to Stanley 
Ward, she has two children, 
Whitney and Dustin. 

John Dowd, president of 
Dowd & Twiddy, said, “We are 

excited to have someone with 
Suzette’s experience and ex- 

pertise joining our agency.” 
Ward will be based at the 

agency’s newest location at 903 
Halstead Boulevard, Elizabeth 
City and may be reached at 
338-3322. 

Bootwrights earn awards for high first qtr. sales 
Shelia Bootwright and her son, Geddes, 

Edenton affiliates for United Country Real 
Estate, have earned 
the company’s 
Founder’s, 
President’s Round 
Table, and Master 
Salesman Awards 
for attaining a new 

high in sales dur- 
ing the first quar- 
ter of 1999. 

They ranked 
among the top 10 
percent of the 
company’s affili- 
ated offices nation- 

wide through March, 
as United Country 

GeddesBootwright 

Their office is known 
The Colonial Real 
Estate Company. 

Mrs. Bootwri- 
ght’s husband, 
Russell, is the 
firm’s regional 
sales manager for 
South Carolina and 
North Carolina. 

The Bootwright 
family also holds 
numerous other 
awards for out- 

standing sales pro- 
duction. 

Sales associates 

Beverly Morris, Jackie Laverty, and Cindy 
Twiddy-Small also shared in the awards. 

United Coun- 
try has affiliated 
offices in 40 
states, specializ- 
ing in the sale of 
business, resi- 
dential, agricul- 
tural and recre- 

ational property. 
National head- 
quarters are in 
Kansas City, MO. 

North 17 Pawn & Gun 
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E-Z CASH ADVANCE 

Post Dated Check Loans • Check Cashing Service 

220 991Q N Hw>17 
S)JO-££±y Elizabeth Cit 

U-PICK OR WE’LL PICK! 

EVANS-BASS ROAD, ROCKY HOCK 

Open 6 Days a Week 
Monday Saturday • 8 a.m. 6 p.m. 

For info call Louis W. Nixon 221-8645 Days 
or 221-8578 Nights 

From Edenton take Hwy, 32 North, turn left at Valhalla, 
left at Rocky Hock Baptist Church, go 1.1 miles on left. 
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Follow The Red Ripe Strawberry Signs 
LOUIS W. NIXON PIGS PLUS FARMS 


