
Chowan LIFE 
Yeopim Ruritans now have a place of their own to call 'home' 

BY LAURIE HUFFORD 
Staff Writer 

I Morris Small, representing 
I the disbanded local JC organ- 
ization, officially handed the 

j lease to the JC Building, 
I Soundside Road, to Yeopim 
I Ruritan Club President, Rob- 

ert Halsey, at the Yeopim 
Ruritan Club’s 12th anniver- 

sary banquet June 15. It is the 
I first time the Yeopims have 

had their own meeting place 
since they, sponsored by the 

j Bethel Ruritan Chapter, be- 
came an official group on June 

J 1 16, 1987. 

| A verbal agreement between 
I the JCs and the Ruritans was 

J reached several months ago. 
I Since then, the Ruritans, with 

help from several contractors 
! and businesses (e.g., Ellis Car- 

pet and Tile, M G Brown) have 
done over 300 hours of renova- 
tion work on the building, and 
have taken over the mainte- 
nance of both the building and 
its grounds. In exchange for 
the property’s maintenance 
and upkeep, and keeping in- 
surance current, the Ruritans 
get free rent. The lease runs 
for a year at a time. 

“It’s been a long time since 

this building’s even been able 
to have a banquet of any sort,” 
said Morris Small. 

He recalled working on prop- 
erty maintenance, and said he 
had hated to see the building’s 
condition deteriorate with time 
and disuse. He also said he 
was “hoping that one day the 
JCs could get back together 
and start another group, or re- 

organize.” 
After Halsey had initially 

approached Small with the idea 
of leasing the building, Small 
contacted fellow JCs. They 
formed a committee and 
agreed to lease the building to 
the Ruritans. 

“It does my heart good com- 

ing to this facility tonight to 
see how well it looks and how 
good a job you all have done. I 
rode by.. I saw the great things 
that were happening outside 
and I could only imagine what 
was happening inside,” contin- 
ued Small. “What better ser- 
vice could we (JCs) give the 
community than let this 
Ruritan Club be part of this 
facility?” 

Other observations matched 
Small’s assessment. 

Danny Privott, Growth and 
Development Chairman, said, 

“Well, I was here last month, 
and this building looks a lot 
different tonight than it did last 
month!” 

He especially praised the 
Yeopim group for adding eight 
new members already this 
year, a fact also mentioned by 
Leslie Ray Nixon, Zone 4 Gov- 
ernor. 

Frank Guthrie, 1995 National 
President, said, “It speaks well 
of your leadership. The facts 
of what you’ve accomplished 
says a great deal ... You’ve 
learned from the past, you’re 
living in the present, and with 
this building, you’re planning 
for the future ... The problem 
is never how to get new innova- 
uve inougnis into your mind, 
but how to get the old ones out 
... Thank God for Yeopim, that 
they’re willing to look to the 
future ... How many clubs can 
say they’ve gained eight mem- 
bers this year?” 

He continued, “In the pres- 
ence of trouble, some people 
grow wings. Others buy 
crutches. You people have 
wings. You definitely don’t 
have crutches, and you should 
be congratulated for it!” 

Foster Parrish, Albemarle 
District Governor, com- 

CRESWELL ATHLETIC ASSOCIATION 
0 PRE-INDEPENDENCE CELEBRATION 

VETERAN’S FIELD • CRESWELL, NC 
SATURDAY, JULY 3 * 9:00 A.M. 

Co-Ed Softball Tournament • Ages 16 and Up 
$150.00 Entry Fee, Trophies will be given 

Information Call Lisa 797-7535 or Donna 797-4151 
OTHER EVENTS: 

Co-Ed 9-15 Softball Tournament $5.00 Per Player, Awards will be given 
Home Run Derby $5.00 Per Participant • Free Play Volleyball 

15 Pitches and 10 Swings (Provide your own balls) 
CAKE WALK; CONCESSIONS WITH HOTDOGS AND HAMBURGERS 

& OTHER BAKED GOODS; WATERSPRINKLER FOR CHILDREN 

Nixon Family to 
Hold 20th 

Annual Reunion 
The 20th annual Nixon Family 

Reunion will be held on 

Sunday. June 27, 1999. This year 
the many descendants of 

Robert and Francis Ventura Nixon 
will gather at the 

Chowan Middle School. 
Registration will be from 

10a.m. until 1 p.m., 
followed by a covered dish dinner, 
entertainment and group photos of 

the descendants. 
'For further information 

please contact 
Joe Sliva at 482-7981. 

-V V; ""’’W"' 

-- ^— a.w.mmsi 

Morris Small, left, representing the local Jaycees, presents the lease to the former Jaycee building to Yeopim Ruritan Club President Robert Halsey (at right) during the Ruritans' 12th anniversary banquet held June 15. 
mended the group for all that 
they’ve done to help the com- 

munity throughout the years, 
and for their membership 
growth. 

“ You all are doing everything 
right,” he said. 

Donise Ayers, 1999 District 
National Director, said that al- 
though almost all national or- 

ganizations are dropping in 
membership (“Volunteerism” 

is down.), the Ruritans have 
seen a recent upswing. 

“We’re not in competition 
with other organizations,” he 
said, referencing the JCs. 
“We’re both serving our com- 

munity ... sharing ideas, shar- 
ing programs that work, and... 
tonight... giving ... the oppor- 
tunity to utilize a building.” 

Before the banquet, Ray 
Briley led the invocation. 

Charlie Brohawn led the group, 
in song (“America”). Several 
members of the original char- 
ter group were present, in- 
cluding the charter President, 
Steve Biggs, as well as present 
members, and guests. 

The meeting closed with the 
Pledge of Allegiance, led by 
Jim Ward, Vice President. 

Beginning 
July 1st 

The 
Ads Will Be Monday at 12 Noon for that Week’s Edition 

"We Appreciate ‘your ‘Business 

421 S. Broad St., Edenton «TtlG OhOW3fl HGTdlCl • 482-4418 

dvertising Deadline for all Retail and Classified 

The Talk Tracker" 
Prepaid Wireless 

Service 
PROM 

U.S. Cellular*"* 

Keep your cellular spending under control • Purchase as much airtime as you want. 

Check your account balance anytime. • Add money anytime by cash or credit card 
Use any cellular phone—old or new. 

Stop by the nearest U.S. Cellularlocation to get TalkTracker today! 

US. Cellular 
The way people talk around here.” 

Edenton Chowan Crossing, Virginia Rd., (252)482-0844 
Elizabeth City 407 A S. Gridin St., (252)338-9400 
Goldsboro 511-A Spence Ave., (919)778-6900 
Greenville 310-A Arlington Blvd., (252)355-7833 
Greenville 205 S.W. Greenville Blvd., (252)439-8444 
Henderson 232 Dabney Dr., (252)430-8666 
Kill Devil Hills Seagate North Shopping Center, (252)441-3377 
Kinston 1208 West Vernon Ave., (252)523-7588 
New Bern Trent East Crossing, (252)638-2550 
Reidsville 1537 Freeway Dr., (336)349-5325 

Roanoke Rapid* 1110 East 10th Street, (252)535-9005 
Rocky Mount 2518 Sunset Ave„ (252)937-1811 
Roxboro 904-B Madison Blvd., (336)503-8997 
Smithfiald 110 Ava Gardner Dr.. (919) 989-5801 

Washington 621 Washington Square Mall. (252)946-0273 
Wilson 1700 S. Raleigh Rd.. (252)234-0051 
Wintorvilia 202 W. Firetower Rd., (252)321-2666 

North Carolina Businesses: 

For an on-site consultation, call (800)231-2355. 
For other great offers, visit one of our authorised agents. 

inop u.y Cellular'" on the Internet at www.usceflular.com 
Other restrictions and charges may apply See store for details 

LOANS 
TRY US FIRST, WE’RE FAST. 

Come by or 482-8402 
LOANS FOR 
ANY PURPOSE. 

Loans from $400 $4000 

TIME FINANCING SERVICE. 
703 N. Broad St. P.O. Box 332 

Edenton, NC 

EDENTON EYE CARE 
[ • WEDNESDAY 

APPOINTMENTS 
PAUL ROCK OD 

• "Acuvue" Bifocal 
Contacts That Work 

(for most people) 

• Excimer Laser 

Nearsighted 
Astigmatism, 
Farsighted 
FINANCING AVAILABLE Medicaid 

• No Stitch Cataract Surgery Accepted 

10% OK Your Next Pair Ot Glasses 
101 Mark Drive - Behind Chowan Hospital 

482*7471 Wm. S. Blakemore, MD 
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