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If your roses are turning brown, you could have a 'thrip' crisis,. 
BY TOM DYSON 
County Horticulture Agent 

Air layering is a technique 
that can be used to propagate a 

number of plants such as tropi- 
cal and subtropical trees and 
shrubs, the Gicus species, cro- 

ton, Nonstea, philodendron, 
and even mature pines. It is 
best done on the stems of the 
previous season’s growth. 

Peat pellets that swell up to 
form both pot and growing 
medium for seedlings can be 
used for air layering, as can 

sphagnum moss, or loose peat. 
After a peat pellet has soaked 

and expanded to full size, slit it 
vertically on one side so it will 
fit over the plant’s stem. Next, 
wound the plant stem by cut- 

ting two fine rings around the 
stem a half inch apart/ just 
through the bark or skin, with 
a sharp knife. Peel off the area 

between the cuts. Next, slip 

the pellet (or spaghnum or loose 
peat) over the stem. Cover the 
wound and pellet with a plastic 
bag tied at both ends to con- 

serve moisture. 
When roots appear in the bag, 

remove the plastic, sever the 
new plant and pot it up. 

Lots of Ticks... 
If you and your pets seem to 

be overrun with ticks from 
your property, you may need 
to take action'. 

You can apply Sevin WP(wet- 
table powder) 50 at a rate of 
four tablespoons per three gal- 
lons of water in a spray, to all 
vegetation in the infested area. 

Call the Chowan County Ex- 
tension Office at 482-8431 for 
additional information on tick 
control if needed. 

BAT-ter Up! 
Bats can be an important 

weapon in a chemical-free ar- 

senal for bug control. One big, 
brown bat can eat 3,000 to 7,000 
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insects each night. You can at- 
tract bats to your yard by build- 
ing and placing bat houses in 
your yard. To request plans, 
give us a call at 482-8431. 

Nip Thrips...”In the Bud” 
Roses that are suffering from 

brown patches ruining the 
blooms may seem to have a 

disease, but are actually in- 
fested with thrips. You can 

determine if thrips are present, 
by holding an affected bloonT 
over a piece of white paper and 
tapping the bloom. If you see a 

number of tiny, narrow-bodied 
insects moving about the pa- 
per, you have a thrip problem. 

You can control thrips by 
making an application of 
dimethoate, or other products 
labeled for thrip control on 

roses. Check your local garden 
center for these products. 

Make the Most 
Of Your “Thyme” 

To get the most “punch” out 

of your herbs, try to time a 

harvest for just before bloom- 
ing. For most herbs, this is the 
time that the highest level of 
oils is present in the plant, giv- 
ing the maximum flavor and 
aroma when used. 

Yard Yuck Alert 
If you see grayish-bluish 

powdery “mold” on your grass 
in spots or areas, you probably 
are seeing slime molds. 

These growths are fungi that 
are slimy in wet weather, but 
powdery masses of spores af- 
ter a few days. These molds 
are relatively harmless to 

grass, although they can shade 

out the sun from the blades if it 
gets too bad. 

The fungi can be removed by 
brushing, washing or mowing 
the affected areas. 

If the mold becomes a con- 

tinuous, troubling eyesore, you 
may want to try some broad 
spectrum turf fungicides. 
However, the mechanical re- 

moval methods are normally 
adequate, cheap and easy. 

Dilemma: Damping Off 
A common problem in veg- 

etable gardens is known as 

“damping off.’’ You may have 
noticed it this year, as many 
seedlings and transplants have 
either not grown at all, or have 
begun to grow, only to become 
brown and mushy at the soil 
line, then wilted and died. 

This condition is caused by 
soil-borne fungi, and is encour- 

aged by cool, wet soil. Using 
treated seeds can be a help, as 

can planting after the cool con- 

ditions have passed. 
However, for the home gar-, 

dener, the only answer may be: 
replanting some years, or just- 
not trying to go for the early 
crops. Since infection is so de- 

pendent on conditions, you can 

replant the same garden area 

without problems as long as 

you use treated seeds, and the 
conditions have improved. 

Cantaloupes: 
Whoa on the Water 

Those of you growing canta- 

loupes can easily ruin the fla- 
vor of your produce by trying 
too hard. 

Be sure NOT to be tempted 
to water the cantaloupes the 
week of harvest, unless you 
actually see wilting occurring. 
If you do observe wilting, then 
water just enough to help the 
vines out. 

During this final week, you 
can actually “water down” their 
flavor by overwatering. 

Column intended to provide way of 'sharing, caring, helping' ; 
Welcome back to Marge’s 

Mailbag and I hope all you dads 
and granddads had a wonder- 
ful Father’s Day. Children’s 
love is such a powerful present 
and I hope your children shared 
that gift with you. 

The Mailbag’s first column 
offered a bath-chair and 
shower attachment for a reader 
who might benefit by having 
the.chair. Sure enough, I went 
to the Post Office Box and there 
was my first letter to the col- 
umn. A reader had been found 
who was happy to “share the 
bath-chair” for a while. The 
bath-chair was delivered to a 

lovely lady wanting to know 
more about the Mailbag. She 
and her husband wanted to 
know if it were directed to 
medical needs only. I was 

happy to let them know that 
“anything goes” as long as it is 
in working condition, clean and 
neat. “If you would not want to 

receive it, then don’t give it”, 
has been my motto. People 
sharing, caring and helping 
others is what the column is all 
about. 

A gentleman shared with me 

that he had read part of the 
column but not all of it. When I 
asked him “Why not?” he said 
that he wasn’t into baking! I 
chuckled and said it was my 
best cake recipe and had to be 
shared. I realized then that the 
last column might have ap- 
peared to be directed to the 
homemaker but not so! This is 
a column in which all may par- 
ticipate. And with that I will 
tell you about a request I re- 

ceived from a gentleman. 
“I have looked for years and 

cannot find an item called a 

Snake Match. When it was lit, it 
curled while it burned. These 
matches were popular around 
the 4th of July. Do you think 
someone might know where to 
find them today? I seem to re- 

member that they came from 
around the Chicago area. 

Thanks for your help, Barnie.” 
Anyone out there in Reader- 

land remember the Snake 
Matches? Are they to be found 
today and if so where? Write to 

Marge’s Mailbag, PO Box 52, 
Edenton, NC 27932 and share 
with us where to find them. 

Another reader (my nus- 

band) wants to know how to get 
rid of moles? There must be a 

family of at least ten thousand 
campedout in our backyard. It 
is an ankle breaking experi- 
ence watering the flower beds 
with the excavation of hills and 

valleys made by these little 
creatures. We had them back 
in NH but never were they as 

much into construction/de- 
struction as our newly acquired 
underground tenants. 

I! asked at a local lawn and 
garden shop if they might know 
of a cure for moles. I was told 
that they had tried everything 
to deter the little critters but to 

no!avail. The best cure is “a 
cat” I was told. We haven’t de- 
cide yet if our Mole Control 
method will be a cat and we 

hope that there might still be 
another method. Can you help 
with some ideas? Write to the 

Mailbag. I will share your ideas 
with our readers and we may 
try them and rate our success/ 
failure in future columns. 

Here are some helpful hints 
for readers: 

Have you a problem with 

wasps, hornets, chipmunks, 
squirrels making your attic a 

hotne? Try moth balls! Yup, 
that’s right, moth balls. Throw 
a box of moth balls up in the 
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attic space and watch them find 
a new home. You will notice for 
a day or two the odor of moth 
balls but that quickly dissipates 
as will the unwanted bugs and 

stuff. 
A jar lid or a couple of 

marbles in the bottom half of a 

double-boiler will rattle when 
the water gets low and warn 

you to add more water before 
the pan scorches or burns. 

To cleat a sink or basin drain, 
pour 1 cup of baking soda fol- 
lowed by a cup of vinegar down 
the drain..let the mixture foam, 
then run hot water. 

Don’t panic if you acciden- 
tally scorch the inside of your 
(or your wife’s) favorite sauce 

pan. Just fill the pan halfway 
with water and add 1 cup bak- 
ing soda. Boil awhile until the 
burned portions loosen and 

float to the top. 
Here are some kitchen hints: 
• A slice of soft bread placed 

in the package of hardened 
brown sugar will soften it again 
in a couple of hours. 

• You will shed less tears if 
you cut the root end off the 
onion last or if you place the 
onion/s in the freezer for four 
or five minutes before cutting.. 

• Meat loaf will not stick to 

the bottom of the pan if you, 
place a slice of bacon on the 
bottom of the pan before add- 
ing the meatloaf. 

• A few drops of lemon juice 
added to simmering rice will 
keep the grains separate. 

The above hints are some of 
the ones shared by Telegraph 
(Nashua,NH) readers of 
Marge’s Mailbag and some are 

from my years of experience 

in burning the bottom of pans! 
Do you have some helpful 

hints for readers? If so, jot them 
down and send them off the 
Marge’s Mailbag. Are you look- 
ing for an “impossible” to find 
item or a part to something 
such as a bowl that fits a spe-- 
cial mixer or a nut, screw or 

bolt for a mechanical item that 

See MAILBAG On Page 8-B 

Professional Grower Products 
for your Home Garden 

POTTING & GERMINATION MIXES.2 CF & 3 CF BAGS 
PINE BARK/PEANUT MULCH.CU. YD. 
PINE BARK/PEANUT COMPOST ..CU. YD 
AGRICULTURAL COMPOST. CU. YD 

Rich, composted products for potting house 
plants, seeding flats, improving your garden 

soil, and mulching your landscape. 
BIO-COMP 

482-8528 • Hours M-F 7:30 am 4 pm 
2116-B Bio-Comp Dr., Edenton 

(Off Soundside Road, one block past White's Country Store) 

WHITEMANS 
SERVICE CENTER 

3141 ROCKY HOCK RD. 221-4547 
NOTARY • MEATS • GROCERIES • BEVERAGES 

ICE • HARDWARE • KEROSENE • LIVE BAIT 
BEDDING PLANTS • HOUSEPLANTS 

MEAT SPECIALS RUN THURS. THRU SUN. 

THIS WEEK'S SPECIALS 
WHOLE 

SIRLOIN TIP 
SLICED FREE 

$1.59 m 

COUNTRY LINK 
SAUSAGE 

$1 .79 LB 

GWALTNEY 
FRANKS 

790 12 OZ. 

CAROLINA TREET 
BBQ SAUCE 

$1.69 18 OZ. 

ANGEL SOFT 
BATH TISSUE 

FRYER LEG 
QUARTERS 

390 LB. 

STAR'S 
BACON 

$1 .49 12 OZ 

ZEST PINK 
SALMON 

$1.49 
SPARKLE 
TOWELS 

950 1 ROLL 

LOCALLY RAISED 

CABBAGE.190 

SQUASH.590 lb. 

TRA VELERS EXPRESS MONEY ORDERS 
HUNTING & FISHING LICENSE 

Store Hours: Monday Saturday 7:30 a.m. til 10:00 p.m., Sunday 8 a.m. to 3 p.m. 

I 

POWER WASH 
YOUR HOME! 

Exterior Cleaning 
Vinyl • Bricks • Decks 

Driveways • Wood Siding 
We Clean Gutters 

FREE ESTIMATES 

482-4729 
DOWNUM'S 

POWERWASH SERVICE 

Wilbur Ray Bunch’s 
Produce Stand 
2833 Rocky Hock Rd. 
Edenton, NC 27932 

252-221-4594 

We are open for the season and looking forward to 

seeing you. We have snaps, tomatoes, corn, 
cantaloupes, watermelons, squash, red potatoes, 

sweet onions and other items. We will be open 
Monday through Saturday — 9:00 A.M. to 6:30 P.M. 
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financing 
48 months 

% EXPLORER 

Only at your 

Neighborhood ForcTDealer 
) 

NOT ALL BUYERS WILL QUALIFY FOR LOWEST APR. 
See Dealer to see if you qualify. Ford Credit APR tor qualified buyers varies by creditworthiness of buyer as determined by Ford 
Credit. F 150 4.9 Ford Credit APR for 36 months at 29.93 per $1000 financed with $0 down. Ranger 0.9 Ford Credit APR for 48 
months at 21.22 per $1000 financed with $0 down or $1000 Cash Back. Explorer 0.9 Ford Credit APR for 36 months at $28-16 
per $1000 financed, with $0 down Dealer participation may aftect savings. Residency restrictions.apply. Take new retail delivery 
from dealer stock by 7/5/99. 

Ford 
Credit 
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