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Pilgrimage weekend starts Friday

BY REBECCA BUNCH
The Chowan Herald

Being responsibile for co-
chairing one of North Ca-’
rolina’s best-known tourism
draws, the Edenton Pilgrim-

. age, has its perks. One of those

enjoyed by this year’s co-
chairs, Mary Lou Baldi and
Kay Caveney, was a personal

~ visit with Lt. Gov. Beverly Per-

due, who treated them (and fel-
low members of the Edenton

Woman's Club) to a private
tour of the Governor’s Man-
sion. And in the spirit of the
occasion the ladies met with
Perdue dressed in period at-
tire.

“Our dresses were very simi-
lar to those worn by the ladies
during the first Pilgrimage in
1949,” said Mary Lou Baldi.
“And it (visiting Perdue) was a
great experience. We all had a
wonderful time.”

According to a history of the

club, first mention of an idea
that today draws thousands to
our community came duringa
November 1948 meeting of the

‘Edenton Woman'’s Club when

the Fine Arts Committee out-
lined plans for a Home and
Garden Tour of Edenton that
could be carried out under the
sponsorship of the North
Carolna Garden Club. A scrap-
book documenting the club’s
activities between September
1948 and June 1949 carries this

entry: “For the firt time in the
history of Edenton, tourists
will have the privilege of vis-
iting 23 homes, buildings and
plantations.”

During the first tour, held
April 18-19, 1949, the 23 public
buildings and homes open to
visitors included: the Cupola
House, the James Iredell
House, Beverly Hall, Green-
field, Hayes Plantation, and

See PILGRIMAGE On 2-A
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. Tour co-chairs Mary Lou Baldi, left, and Kay Caveney

Town electric rates
may rise once again

By SEAN JACKSON
The Chowan Herald

Citing a handed-down rate -

hike from its power supplier,
the Edenton Town Council
could bump up electric rates
for the second time in less than

a year.

The new increase — based
on skyrocketing fuel costs and
rising cost of coal — could be
a temporary one, Town Man-
ager Aflne-Marie Knighton
said during council’s April 12

power costs from last October;
an increase the town absorbed
for six months.

“This is not good news,”
Knighton told council of the
latest rate increase passed
along to Edenton. “It's unex-
pected.”

Council did not take action
on the issue, but is expected to
discuss the matter at its April
25 meeting.

Rising coal costs at two coal- |

fueled power plants in Person
County — and escalating costs

“The citizens will ultimately be the big winner
in having all these agencies working together.”

Anne-Marie Knighton
Town Manager
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New commercial signage may be affected
under new design standards being consid-
ered; existing signs such as these will not.

New design

. meeting. Council approved a in transporting the coal from St an d ard S a re
l.4-percent rate increase that the Appalachia-based mines to
took effect March 1. That rise
was due to a spike in wholesale See RATES On Page 2-A e
. Chowan Herald file photo CO n S l d e red
; Floodwaters from Hurricane Isabel surround the current site of the Edenton Po-
lice Dept./911 Emergency Communications Center (at left).
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Located at the Northeastern Regianal Airport




