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Coming Next Week
Settle in for a visit
to Whiteman'’s store
Hwy. 32 widening has
| | businesses seeing red
Nocdh Wednesday, August 16, 2006 S0°¢ See Below
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- Sandy Point plans beached for now

Copeland expects
permit hold to be
temporary

BY SEAN JACKSON
\ The Chowan Herald
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The Sandy Point project is
on hold while its developer
grapples with environmental
problems at the waterfront
site. :

Steven J. Levitas, the attor-
ney for Sam Young and The
Fund for Sandy Point, sent a
recent letter to a state official

asking for a permit for the

large subdivision be put on
hold. The recent discovery of
protected aquatic plants near
the shores of the Albemarle

Sound caused the state Divi-
sion of Coastal Management to
express concerns about dredg-
ing plans for the project.

“We expect to have these is-
sues resolved in the near fu-
ture,” Levitas wrote in his Aug.
9 letter to DCM permit official
Doug Huggett.

Levitas said his client would
notify Huggett when he is
ready to have the permit clock
begin ticking again.

Young told The Chowan Her-
ald last week he would not be
seeking a hold on the permit
application.

“I can’t get into the details of
what Steve Levitas is doing for
me,” Young said.

Chowan County Manager
Cliff Copeland said the hold
should be temporary. He said

he expects the application to go

back on active status — and be
approved — next week.
“It was a technical thing,”

"Copeland said. “That was not

a substantive move.”

Young agreed.

“That’s procedural stuff,” he
said.

The 930-acre project includes
hundreds of homes and some
businesses just south of
Edenton.

Copeland and' Young both
said the project has been put
on hold due to the fact that
state and federal agencies
reviewing the application
have deadlines set to explre
soon.

Young said he initially had
expected to have his permits
in hand last month and

wanted to break ground in
November.

“Everybody anticipated
that,” he said.

But in mid-July at least three
types of protected plants were
found along the shores of the
Albemarle Sound. Young said
his project — which encom-
passes 8,400 feet of shoreline —
is impacted by just 200 feet of
the plant bloom.

State law prohibits the dis-

“The regulators apparently
can’t make an exception,
even if they wanted to:’

Developer Sam Young

turbance of the plants, which
have bloomed heavily this
year, state officials have said.
“It’s everywhere,” Young
said.
Meanwhile, Sandy Point is
on a holding pattern.

“The regulators appar—'

ently can’'t make an excep-
tion,” Young added, “even if
they wanted to.”

Young said Tuesday that
the delay has cost him time

and money.

Copeland also said the
county has spent “hardly
any” money assisting with
the project.

“That’s been mostly the de
veloper, obviously,” the
county manager said. .

In addition, Copeland said
county staff has not spent
much time on the project.

“I've probably been the
only staff member that’s
been involved,” Copeland
added,

Young said he hopes state
officials will plow through
the history of the plants in
the Albemarle Sound.

“This summer there’s an
extra growth throughout the
entire Albemarle Sound,” he
said. “The question is why?”
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But several shop owners
wonder if taking land to the
east of the road (where the
area is dense with industry) is
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everyone,” Blanchard added.
Others do not have the op-

tion of extending property

lines behind current busi-

Leonard Small, owner of
V.A. Fork Produce, like
Blanchard, doesn't understand
the reasoning behind the

'. the right thing. nesses, project.
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