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25-year-old

A freak bull-riding accident has left 25-year-old Bobby Lee “Leroy” Martin partially
paralyzed. He communicates with his eyes, blinking once for “yes” and twice for “no.”

Local churches have embraced him.
His mother stays by his side at
Britthaven of Edenton, asking
only for others’ prayers.

Hilda Jones
holds a
memento
from

her son's
bull-riding
career.
Martin is
shown at
right.

“It’s been hard on all of us. We’re all trusting he’s going to come out of it OK.”
— Hilda Jones, Martin’s mother

By Sean Jackson
Staff Writer

Bobby Lee Martin knew
the risks he took every
time he climbed atop a bull
seeking an 8-second ride.

But his luck ran out in
July, when Martin suffered
a serious head injury dur-
ing a bull-riding event.

His mother, Hilda Jones,
does the talking for her
son, better
known as “Leroy.” They've
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“Home"” is in Liberty,
about 20 miles southeast
of Greensboro.

Doctors can’'t say when
— or if — he’ll recover
enough to go home, Le-
roy’s mom said.

It appears to be break:
ing Jones’ heart, but not
her faith that Leroy will
return home again.

The injury

Bull riding has been de-
scribed as America’s. first
extreme sport. It's danger-
ous. Jones said Leroy knew
that. So did she.

While she enjoys watch-
ing others get swung
around, holding tightly to a
leather rope, she didn’t like
watching Leroy compete.
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rodeo.

Since that Friday night,
Jones has rarely left Leroy's
beside. She typically pulls
12-hour days at Britthaven.
Breaks are rare.

“I've been with him every
day since he’s beén in the
hospital,” she said.

Jones has two other chil-
dren — daughter Melissa,
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yes, two means no.

“He knows we're Here,”
she said.

He has some movement
in his right hand and leg,
something the doctors
doubted would ever happen
again.

Jones said she's put her
faith in a higher power to
take care of Leroy, to get

even pitched in to pay hei
December rent and get her
a tank of heating oil.

Family members visit
when they can, Jones
said, but it was just her
and Leroy over Thanks-
giving.

A  new friend, Chowan
Hospital volunteer Ann Lis-
ton, took Jones out to eat
Thanksgiving. dinner at a
local restaurant.

“If any one has something
to give to her, I'm sure she

beerll{ in Edenton for three  peroy passed through ] was always holding on 30, and younger son Joshua, him home again. could use it,” Liston said in
WOORS, ) o several facilities in the the person beside me,” she °23. She's patiently waiting 2an e-mail. “The thing she
He's been hospitalized, pjeqmont before Jones said. “Every time.” “It's been hard on all of * for the day when Leroy may ~Wants most is prayers for

virtually in a coma, since
the accident.

“Hopefully, he’ll be get-
ting better soon and we’ll

called Britthaven, a place
that had been recommend-
ed to her.

It's a move she's glad she

Then came July 7, in Sil-
ver Valley. Bobby qu doing
what he’d loved to do ever
since he was 15 — riding a

us,” Jones, 49, said.

A slow recovery

speak again. (He's current-
ly using a tracheotomy tube
to byeathe.)

“I'll just be glad when he

her son.”

Though still saddened
by Leroy’s injuries, Jones
smiles whenever she talks

}J)E gOingd home soon,” anq4 her son made. bull. ‘hUntiil her a0n “‘ relf?ase.d. starts talking to me,” she about the people here-who
PRSS -po durltrfg gy ot “The others, I just don’t But it turned tragic. A ?)ep e tOle‘!‘ncun. asnear  gaid. “I get so lonesome have helped her.
terview on a rainy, gray think they were trying bull stepped on his head  TVY 88 she can, recalling 0 4i o0 “I just want to thank ev-

Sunday afternoon.

The Randolph County
woman has spent the past
three weeks watching and
praying for her son.

Leroy spends most of
his time at Britthaven of
Edenton, a residential
health-care facility.

to do anything for him,”
Jones said.

That's been far from the
case at Britthaven.

“Everybody down here
just has a warm attitude,”
she said. “I just want him
to get better and get home,
that's all.”

crushing the left side of his
skull.

He was rushed to a Win-
ston-Salem Hospital.

Jones had worked * that -

night at her job at a conve-
nience store, On the way
home, she happened across
a friend who'd been to the

his smile, talking to him
whenever he wakes up.

“Ever since he’s a baby,”
she said, “he’s got that little
smile.”

Jones said her son can
blink his right eye, even
signal yes or no to certain
questions — one blink is

Helping hands
Local churches helped
Jones find an apartment on
North Broad Street, just a
few-minutes' drive to Brit-
thaven.
They supplied furniture,

erybody for what they've
done so far,” she said.

For now, she just wants
spiritual support, as she
and her son get by one day
at a time.

“I just want prayer. [ just
want him to get better, that's
the main thing.”
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A change in state law
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