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COMMUNITY

Bogus check scam strikes businesses

staff reports

The Edenton Police Depart
ment 18 mvestigating a  bogus
check scam that has surfaced in
TOWTL,

Bogus checks claiming to be
payroll checks have been pre-
sented at Westover Deli and Pa-
pas Meat Market, according to
Police Chief Jay Fortenbenry

The police are studying surveil-
lance video in an effort to identify
the woman who presented the
bogus checks. Fortenbery saud

The woman was dressed in
scrubs, according to police.

Fortenbery said.

The Edenton-Chowan Cham-
ber of Commerce this week no-
tified members in an email alert
that there had been a run of fake
checks that had been cashed at
five locations around the area. in-
cluding two in Edenton over the
last several weeks.

All the checks have Vidant Ro-
anoke Chowan printed on them,
but they are bogus, according to
the Chamber email.

The Chamber message indi-

cated the person passing these
checks typically enters a place
of business on a Saturday wear-

in desperate need of cashing her
payroll check since the banks are
closed.

But the email states Vidant
rarely uses checks anymore for
payroll since most employees are
required to utilize direct deposit.

Businesses are encouraged
to contact the police if you en-

anmtee th s sitnation or anything
sinular that seems out of the or-
dinary,

Sheriff Dwayne Goodwin said
he was not aware of any of the
bogus hospital checks being pre-
sented at businesses in Chowan
County outside the corporate

CRIMEWATCH

Edenton Police

ARRESTS

e Jan. 8 — Kevin Lloyd Saw-
ver, 27, of Sunbury, was arrested
for driving while license revoked,
failure to stop for a stop sign and
failure to wear a seatbelt.

e Jan. 6 — Sherika Michelle Jor-
dan, 27, of Wedgewood Apts. was
charged with making harassing
phone calls.

e Jan. 5 — Chaz Dequan White,
26, of Philadelphia, Pa., was ar-
rested on felony drug charges of
possession with intent to manufac-
ture, sell or distribute a Schedule
VI controlled substance, sale/de-

substance and * manufacturing,
selling, distributing or possession
within 1,000 feet of a park.

o Jan. 4 — Denita Lynn Elliott,
45, of Mexico Road, was arrested
for having no operator’s license,

e Jan. 4 — Phillip Allen Stovall,
18, of Iredell Drive, was arrested
for larceny from buildings.

¢ Jan. 3 — Denzel Dequan Wil-
liams, 21, of West Church Street,
was arrested for larceny involving
a motor vehicle.

o Jan. 3 — Walter Lee Wood Jr.,
40, of Hertford, was arrested for
failure to comply.

INCIDENTS

e Jan. T — Obtaining money by
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The Judah Arts Youth Ensemble performs a musical selection during Monday's
annual Martin Luther King Jr. Day observance.
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fmends that have some jars
in the house, Davis said.
These are people who have
real wisdom to share, he
said. It doesn't dp any good,
for instance, to seek advice
on mariage from someone
who has never been mar-
ned, he said.

Networking requires  a
plan and a presentation, Da-
vis said. You have to know
the proper way to ask for
what yon need from vour
neighbors, he said,

Its the season for the
people of Gad to stop liv-
ing week-to-week and pay-
check-to-paycheck,  Davis
said

One way 1o do that is 1o
save money by not spending
It on things you don’t need
or can't afford. he said.

“I'm an old man and I've

never had a 3200 pair of

snesakers,” Davis said. It was
one of many lines in his mes-
sage that elicited applause
and shouts of approval.

Youth are being cormupted
by gangsta rap, Davis said

“I am not against rap mu-
as an an form.” Davis
sadd. In fact, he added. ]
may not look like it but I'm
a rapper myself.” He said he
has performed a Gospel rap,
braec-ked h\. al :lJ“\iIt'f chiotr

But Davis swud  he s
aganst lyvrics that “demgrate
our daughters” and glonfy
crune and violence

“We can no longer afford
the luxury of blanung our
shorteomngs on other pedo
ple” Davis said
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FINANCIAL STRESS?

Bankruptcy can help you manage
and solve your financial problems.
Call

| Allen C. Brown Attorney
| Over 2,500 clients helped with 28 years of experience
1-800-752-0952 #252-752-0753

helpimg people eliminaty

-acism is alive and well, as
evidenced, for example, by
Confederate flags and racist
bumper stickers.

But those in the black
community “need to clean
up our house,” Davis said.
“We've got to fix what is
wrong with us.”

Referencing the biblical
account of the ancient Isra-
elites rebuilding the walls of
Jerusalem under the lead-
ership of Nehemiah, Davis
pointed out that Nehemiah
instructed the people to
cary a battle ax in one hand
and a trowel in the other,
because they had to defend
themselves against their en-
crdes ab the same time they
were building the wall.

“Our problem is we want
1o fight but we don't want to
build.” Davis said.

Nearly the entire crowd
was on its feet shouting and
clapping by the time Davis
concluded his message.

“We have been blessed in
a mighty way,” said Diana
Jones Wilson after Davis fin-
1shed his message,

Wilson, who is president
and chiel executive officer
of Faith Partnerships Inc..
presided at the ceremony.

Angela Taylor Welch pre-
sented the Community Ser
viee Award to Jo Baker in
recognition of Baker's work
with  the  Reconciliation
Group in Edenton.

The Reconeiliation Group,
which  started  through
Edenton United Methodist
Chureh as the Reconcilia-
tion Book Club, sponsored
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the showing of the film “Ra-
cial Taboo” in Edenton last
February and has continued
to meet on Thursday eve-
nings, growing to some 30
active participants.

Baker said she was hon-
ored to receive the award
and would like to share the
honor with the Reconcilia-
tion Group as a whole. The
group has been studying lo-
cal black history and will be
preparing a display at the lo-
cal library for Black History
Month.

Although there have been
gains in civil rights, blacks
and whites still often ap-
proach one another with
wariness, Baker said.

The Reconciliation Group
is working to address atti-
tudes in the community thal
lead to social exclusion of
blacks, she said. The group
also supports education as
a way to improve income-
eafming opportunities for
local residents and recruit-
ment of business and indus-
try that pays a living wage,
she added.

Francis Inglis made a brief
presentation on the purpose
of the observance, which
she said was to give thanks
for the life and work of the
Rev. Martin Luther King .Jr.
She said she was grateful
for the hard and dangerous
work that he did.

And many in Edenton
also demonstrated and pro-
tested, Inglis said. “We're
giving thanks for them, too,”
she said.

Even in this day, people of
color — especially black men
- continue to face great dan-
gers, Inglis said.

Inglis said a major influ-
ence on her life and outlook
had been the kindnesses
shown to her by black
people throughout her life.
In particular, she recalled
her appreciation for Harriet
Gorham, who helped care
for her as a child.

She explained that Gor
ham was the descendant of
a slave who had suffered
severe frostbite on both feet
— they had to be amputated
as a result of the frostbite -
after being confined all night
in the stocks when she was
caught trving to escape from
Somerset  Plantation from
Edenton in order to see her
mother.

Inglis explained that she
was descended from the
owners of Somerset Planta
Lion.

“It is not a comfortable
heritage,” she said.

Inglis also noted that Gor-
ham was the granddaughter
of John R. Page, who was
the last state representative
from this area during Recon-
struction. Gorham was well
educated, but because of
her race could not find work
except in domestic service,
Inglis said. 5

Inglis said she had en-
Jjoyed being part of the Rec
onciliation Group in Eden-
ton and has found it helpful
as blacks and whites simply

false pretense on Badham Road.

learn to talk to each other.

It has been said that all
are recovering racists, Inglis
said. If that is true, she said,
“there are a whole lot more
than 12 steps.”

Chowan County Conumis-
sioner Alex Kehayes said
he was glad the community
was taking this time to re-
member the work of Martin
Luther King Jr.

“History is important,”
Kehayes said.
He said that this past

weekend he had been in
Greorgia with his wife, who
was doing research on
Kadesh AME Zion Church.
She went to Georgia to in-
terview Y7-yearold Reva
Brinkley Standifer, the older
sister of Edenton resident
Norman Brinkley.

Kehayes said he was
struck by the way she spoke
of Martin Luther King Jr.
simply as “Martin,” talking
to him about “what I liked
about Martin.” She spoke of
the civil rights leader as one
who was humble, had the
courage to say things people
didn't want 1o hear, and re-
Jected violence.

Kehayes encouraged
yvoung people to sit down
with the gray-haired or hair-
less people around them.

“They'll give you a view of
history you won't get from a
book,” Kehayes said.

Mayor Roland Vaughan
said the kind of dream that
is honored on Martin Luther
King Jr. Day is a vision you
hope. plan and work for.

Vaughan said the planning
committee had done a great
Jjob on the event, which con-
tinues to grow in attendance
and participation.

Serving on the conumitiee
for the event were Angela
Taylor Weleh, chair; Mildred
Vanterpool, co-chair; Susan
T. Brothers; Glorous Elliott:
Carlton Gnffin; Janet Hines;
Anne-Marie  Knighton:  Jer-
ald L Perry Sr.; and Beatrice
Stanley.

Vanterpool  commented
that the crowd at the event
appedrs (o be growing larger
eVETy Veur,

The benediction was pro
nounced by Sherlton Broad-
nax. Music was provided by
the Judah Arts Youth En
semble under the direction
of Brandon Mayo; and by
Alana Stevenson and Da'Jon
Fleming.

A presentation on the
meaning of Martin Luther
King Jr's Dream was given
by the Boys and Girls Club
of Edenton/Chowan,

Jerald 1. Perry Sr. intro
duced the speaker. Hadiya
Bembry, a senior at John A.
Holmes High School, led a
litany. Bishop Landon Ma-
son of Greater Saunders
Grove  Missionary  Baptist
Church led the prayer

Elder Wilbert Tatem of
Soul Chain Ministries read
Scripture from Matthew 5
1-12.

The colors were posted
by the John A. Holmes High
School JROTC.
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