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The Edenton-Chowan
Schools and  other area
school districts are prepar

ing for the state’s release of
first-ever letter grades for

each school in North Caro-
lina letter grades school
officials feel were unfairly
compiled and that don't ac
curately  reflect  smudents’
true level of learning.

Individual school grades
for the 2013-14 school year
are sel 10 be released Feb.
5, along with the annual
school report cards that de-
tail school achievement ina

anety of areas.

The letter grades man
dated by stare lawmakers o
begin this vear. are based St
percent on student achieve
the number of
students proficient on end-
of-grade and end-of-<course
and 20 percent
on student growth, which
measures whether students
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formula, calling it inverted.
A resolution opposing the
letter grades adopted in De-
cember by four area boards
of education Edenton
Chowan. Currituck County,
Perquimans County and
Elizabeth  City-Pasquotank
states the new grading
svstem  “under-emphasizes
gamns in yearly growth™ and
“disproportionately”™  em-
phasizes performance on
standardized tests.

Student academic growth
1s “the best indicator of the
overall quality of instruction
provided™ in the schools.
states the resolution. which
was drafted by the North
(Carolina School Boards As-
soc1aton

The resolution also claims
that students from wealthier
neighborhoods score better
on standardized tests than
students from poorer neigh-
borhoods. so it's unfair 1o
award schools comparative
letter grades that only un-
derscore those disparities.

While most area school
officials believe thewr
schools’ letter grades will
be low, tli]_l}' one school dis-

COMMUNITY

Area school districts brace for letter grades

trict has hazarded to make
a guess publicly what its
scores may be.

Paul O'Briant. chief infor-
mation officer for the Curri-
tuck County Schools, said at
a school board meeting ear-
lier this month that. based
on preliminan cales
most of our schools™ will
get s, He's also expecting
“a couple Ds (and) maybe a
B.” he said.

(YBriant said that's con-
cerning because Currituck
and other school districts
already have the data used
to calculate the school let-
ter grades. and are work-
mg to improve student
achievement in areas where
it's needed. Compiling and
releasing  the grades  will
do nothing to benefit that
work, he said.

Sandy  Kinzel,  assistant
superintendent of Currituck
County Schools, sad i a
followup emeail that district
officials “believe one grade
does not accurately tell a
complete story ol a school
or district’s performance.”

“Teaching and encourag-
mg students 1o be creative,

dations,

compassionate  and  pro-
ductive citizens isn't mea-
sured in standardized tests
on which this school per-
formance grade is based.”
Kinzel said. “We're proud of
the education our schools
provide our students, which
includes the arts, commu-
nity-focused projects  and
leadership opportunities,”

Other area school offi-
cials have expressed similar
CONCeIms.

*We want our students to
be proficient, but the only
way 1o get there is to grow,”
said Teresa Beardsley, co-
ordinator of community
relations  for Perquimans
County Schools. “We know
as educators that the indi-
vidual growth of each stu-
dent is the most important
thing.”

If a student “has worked
hard all vear and done well
all year™ but then did poorly
on one test, his grade isn't
based on that one test,
Beardsley said. By the same
token, she said, a school
that has shown academic
improvement over the year
shouldn't be issued a letter
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Cuwrrentdy there are advertised
vacancies that need filling on the
Chowan County Planning Board,
Chowan County Tourism Develops
ment Authonty, and the Edenton

clude a simple application process
currently m use where the conunis

stoners review submutted applica-
tions and then vote on the various

applicants without condueting i

of Comnussioners.
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see every storefront filled.”
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" dividual interviews. The second op-
tion would involve an interview in
addiuon to a review of the various
applications. The third proposal be-
ing considered is 1o conduct inter
views by comittee,

“I think pant of our decision (in-
volves) whether they would all go
before the board of commissioners
or Just a commitiee,” Commission-
er Keith Nixon said. “It may be hard
to mterview all the people that may
come before us.”

Nixon asked that a hst of all the

cconunittees with members that e
nermed by the commissioners be
provided to the board

that the store is remoy
g national brands from
its mventory at the Eden
and  replacing
them with Food Lion store
brands

Biggs thanked Miglorie
for his diligence in look
mg at other possibilities to
bring the impasse between
Food Lion and the conunn
nity 1o an end

T thank vou for look
g for an alternative site”
Biggs said, noting thit Piggy
Wiggly had expressed inter:

torr store

“Foul ],ila]| nessds 10 be
open with us,” White saud
"Were ying o put pres
sure on them - m our own
wity - to do that.”

“Prople need to be heard
about this.” Baker said.

White sad the don’t want
thedr page 1o b a town- or
county-bashing prage
eventuadly
there will be i second grio
ey Edenton be
ciise the demeand 1s there
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grade based on one perfor-
mance measurement.

It's demoralizing. Beard-
sley said, if teachers work
all year, helping students
grow individually, but now
“theyre being put in a cat-
egory of a C ora D) or what-
ever,”

Beardsley noted that the
school letter grading system
doesn't account for the fact
that students enter school
with different backgrounds
and levels of preparation.
The grades also dont con
sider mentoring programs,
college and career readi-
Ness pPrograums, community
events and other school-
based initiatives, she said.

A school letter grade also
"doesn’t capture the greal
things happening in the ars.
(physical education), careel
and technical education™ or
other areas not measured by
a state exam, said Camden
County Schools Superinten-
dent Melvin Hawkins,

The grades also “just
gloss over” the fact that all
Camden sche Hls met or ex
ceeded grow i on last year's
state accountability testing,

Town presents

From staff reports

Town of Edenton employ
ees who have worked for the
town from 5 to 25 vears were
honored at the Jan. 13 town
council meeting. New  en-
ployees were also given spe
clal recognition. Awards woere
presented Lo

* SYears: Percy Brown
public works: Eric Colson,
Police; Randy Jordan, Admin
istration: Russ Michael Jr., po-
lice: and Henry Sutton, public
works

o [O-Yearss David Myers
public works: Ronnell Valen-
tine Sr. public works

o ISYears: Scoft
public works: Allen Swinne
fire dept: and Bobby White
public works

o 20-Years: Lionel Rankins.

! s,

est in the Farmers Foods
site before a deal was made
by Food Lion to relocate
there

“They couldnt even gt
their foot m the door” he
sald

Prior 1o the start of Mi
glorie’s presentation May or
Roland Vaughan noted tha
County - Manager  hoevin
Howard and Chowu Board
of  Commissioners  Chidr
man Jeff Smith were seated
i the andience to isten 1o
the update

age i the grocery nurket
already high - could
crease exponentially

White said  they  invite
people 1o join their page b
don't want anyone to join
the page who doesn’t want
1oy b there.

Every family has 1o do
what they need to do, Bidker
satded. Some might not be able
todrive out of town to shop.
for nstance, she saud

They acknowledged that
“boycott” might not even be

he said. Growing students
academically is the purpose
of schools. Hawkins noted,
and being successful in that
“is reason to celebrate,”
Anticipating a lot of pub-
lic interest in the grades
once they are released,
school officials are taking a
number of steps they hope
will explain what the grades
mean — and don’t mean.
Perquimans’ Central Of-
fice staffers have spoken
to local civie clubs, the Per-
quimans Ministers Couneil
a local group of minis-
ters who work closely with
the schools — and the Per-
quimans  County NAACP,
They've also  encouraged
local ministers to speak to
their church congregations,
Beardsley said.
Officials in

the Eliza-

heth Citv-Pasquotank
P'ublic Schools plan to
hold a community meet-

ing this week to explain
the school letter },’l‘ﬂ(i(’.‘i.
The meetng is scheduled
for Thursday and will be
held in the Sheep-Harney
Elementary School  audi-
toriam at B30 pon.

service awards

PI]H]{ Works

* 25 Years: Willizun “Billy”
fire dept.: Amold
Brothers, electne dept; Dar-
lene Carter, Billing and Col-
lecnons: and Ferrell Pavlich,
eles |[1-‘ il

New  Counectlmeny - Elton
Sond Lrowas recognized as
Were new einplovees:

o \olunteer firemen: Jo
seph Grbach,  Matthew
Brandon Snah and
Jistimn Suter

e Police

Jim | ih

Biss

i IS,

Brian  Cadlon,
Ciunacho,  Jeffrey
Chinreh, David Nanee, John
Stnpson and Austin Wynn

o Eleetnie dept: Andrew
Forlines

e Publicavorks: Asvon Heu
ris. kenmeth Owens, Willun
Spry, Clifford Towe ., Amy
White and Willizun Worters Jr

“We invited  (them) to
show the concerted effort
that’s being made by local
officials (to deal with the
fack ol o second grocery
Vanghan said
Weallare doing evervthing
within our capability (10
dead with the situation).”

Vanghan said  that the
Lo looking mto
there are legal
aptions that conld be exer-
cised 1o make sure such g

<tore ]u-|'i'_| h
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whether

situation does not feocew
e the future

the right word, Mostly thes
Wl Lo give people d volee

Bur they don't want Food
Lion to be a bully, they
sisted

“Don't hold us hostage to
one grocery store,” White
Setle]

Baker and White pomited
out they have nothing at all
against the employvees of
the Food Lion store

They're doing the best
they can in o difficult sitia
tion,” Baker said.
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