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County’s jobless rate unchanged in December

The Daily Advance

Chowan  County's
less rate was unchanged in
December. according to the
state Department of Com-
merce

The department’s Labor
and Economic Analyvsis I
vision recently released its
monthly report

Chowan's rate in Decem
ber remained at 6.7 percent
The county has the 7Sth high-
est rate statewlde.

The report said Pasquo-
tank County, with the Hth
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highest jobless rate of 100
counties in the state, saw its
rate drop from 7.8 percent in
November to 7.7 percent in
December.

Perquimans County.
which has the 80th highest
Jobless rate in the state. saw
its rate drop from 7.4 percent
in November to 6.9 percent
in December.

Also seeing its rate drop
slightly was Camden County,
the 55th highest jobless rate
in the state, which went from
5.4 percent to 5.8 percent in
the same time period.

Robison withdrew a pre-
vious motion that would
have directed the chairman
to draft a letter notifying
the Chowan Board of Com-
missioners of the Planning
Board's intention of review-
ing the ordinance. That mo-
non had sparked an intense
discussion among the board
regarding  how  individual
members would be able to
have input into the wording
of the letter,

Near the beginning of
the meeting, Winbome ex-
frustration  that
some board members had
information  or
updates that he had not
He said he was
heanng about the legal ad
vice regarding the morato-
rum for the first time even
though some board mem
bers seemed already famil-
s wiath it

“That's wrong.” Winbome

satied

prossed
receivied

recened,

Sttt saud the purpose of
the meeting was to make all
the mformation available to
the public and to the board.
He added that he'didnt have
all the imformation himself
until he got 1o the meeting,
and he apologized 1o the
other board members for
that.

During a public comment
penod at the meeting, Gene
Jordan. a farmer and mem-
her of the Edenton-Chowan
Board of Education, told the
hoard he was a farmer on an
«1ghth-generation farm.,

ltely that he will work tire-
lessly  as superintendent
toward a 100 percent grad-
latlon rate,

('MS  Principal  Tanya
Turmer, who was recently
tired 10 become assistant
superintendent of schools
starting this summer, gave
4 PowerPoint presentation
o the Report Card results
at the Feb. 9 school board

Hieling.,

Tumer explamed  that
theelenter grade  each
~t hool receved WS
tisedd on a combination

ob an SO percent achieve-
Hent score and Z0 perceent

drowth SO
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Be advised that the Town of Edenton
is now accepting bids to mow the grass
at the Northeastern Regional Airport.
Contract will be for cutting approximately
225 acres using airport equipment or
contractor can bid using their equipment.
For details contact Bud Powell at 482-4415.
All bids must be submitted by 3/16/15.
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The report said statewide,
the non-seasonably adjusted
unemployment rate was 5.2
percent in December, a 0.2
decrease from Novembers
revised rate, and a 1.4 per
centage-point decline over
the year.

The jobless rate fell in 56
counties, rose in 28 and was
unchanged in 16. Graham
County recorded December’s
highest jobless rate at 12.3
percent, followed by Scot-
land County ata 10 percent.

Buncombe and Chatham
counties had the lowest un-

The family owns property
in the area where the wind-
mills are being proposed, so
his family has investigated
wind energy very carefully,
he said. Jordan said his fam-
ilv brought a lot of different
ideologies and perspectives
to the investigation and
asked a lot of questions.

When it was all done,
though, the clear and simple
answer was that a wind en-
ergy project was very much
in the interest of farmers,
Jordan said.

Jordan said that as a
school board member he
also has a special apprecia-
tion for the county's need
for economic development.

“We need economic de-
velopment,”  Jordan said.
“That's what this is.”

Robison objected to Ty-
son U'tt, a representative of
Apex Clean Energy, being
allowed to speak during the
forum. Robison said the pur-
pose was to hear from citi-
zens of Chowan County

Board member Bobby
Winbome disagreed, saying
1t was a public forum and
anyone should be allowed
to address the board.

Board  member  Jim
Leggett noted Utt represents
a company that is planning a
project in the county.

But Robison was
rent,

“He is not a citizen of
Chowan County,” Robison
saldd.

Surratt

insis-

rded that 't

employment rate at 3.8 per-
cent, followed by Orange at
3.9 percent.

The report also broke
down the jobless rates for
metropolitan areas like Char-
lotte and Raleigh, and micro-
politan statistical areas like
Elizabeth City, whose rate
dropped from 7.4 percent in
November to 7.3 percent in
December. A year ago in De-
cember 2013, Elizabeth City's
rate was 8.4 percent.

The report also said the
number of workers em-
ployed statewide, not sea-

could address the board.
Surratt added, however, that
the comments should be fo-
cused on the content of the
ordinance rather than on the
question of a moratorium.

“We don't need a sales
pitch,” said local -citizen
Dossie Pruden, referring to
Utt’s speaking to the board.
Pruden later addressed the
board himself, saying he
would like to see the coun-
ty's wind energy ordinance
be very restrictive.

Utt said Chowan's wind
energy ordinance is fair and
consistent with ordinances
in other counties and with
the state’s model ordinance.
U'tt said the ordinance was
updated a little more than a
year ago and the public was
able to provide input at that
tme.

The amendments to the
ordinance were approved
unanimously by the Chow-
an Board of Commissioners,
U'tt noted.

L'tt mentioned that in ad-
dition to the countys per-
nmutting process, the project
also would require permits
from multiple state and fed-
eral agencies.

Michael Colton told the
board that one way to get
an idea of the visual impact
of wind turbines is to go to
the country club and look at
the power lines going across
the Albemarle Sound. Those
towers are about 100 feet
tall, he said. He suggested
imaging that they were an-

4

Scoring this yvear was
based on a 15-point scale,
Turner pointed out.

“Remember, the 15
point scale is for this year
only,” she reminded the
board. “Beginning next
vear, the state will be us-
ing a 10 point scale.”

Turner also emphasized
the findings of an analysis
done by the Raleigh News
and Observer that found
a strong link between the
results and family income
levels

She guoted the newspa
per article as drawing the
conclusion that “schools
with  fewer  low-income
students were more likely
to score As or Bs while
high  poverty  schools
were more Likely 1o get
s or Fs”

{verall, considenng

1-800-752-0952

\_ A Debr Relief Agency helping people ehminate debt through bankruptey j

the hardworking teach-
ers at earh of the county's
four schdbls and the other
individual achievements
at each school, the letter
grades received by the
Edenton-Chowan Schools

sonally adjusted, decreased
in December by over 56,000
to 4.32 million, while the
number of those unemployed
decreased just over 9,000 to
nearly 239,000

Since December 2013, the
number of workers employed
statewide increased 5942
while those unemployed de-
creased 66,923,

“It is important to note
that employment estimates
are subject to large seasonal
patterns; therefore it is ad-
visable to focus on over-the-
year changes in the not-sea-

other 500 feet tall, with huge
rotating blades.

When you do something
like that you realize that the
wind furbines must give off
major shadows and block vi-
sion, he said.

Another concern is birds,
Colton said.

“Everybody knows that
windmills  whack  birds,”
Colton said.

Colton said he was espe-
cially concermed about wa-
terfowl on the sound, and
the flight paths of migratory
birds in the area.

But the main concern is
the 600-foot height, Colton
said. Windmills cast a huge,
huge shadow, which would
be a very good reason for
limiting the height to 250 or
300 feet, he said.

Linda Peterson, a local
resident who works with
the Albemarle Resource
Conservation and Develop-
ment Council, said the Albe-
marle RC and D Council had
looked very closely at sus-
tainable energy and had cre-
ated a website with current
scientific information. Wind
energy is a fast-moving in-
dustry that has been through
a lot of changes, and those
changes, Peterson said, are
reflected in the up-to-date
information at sustainable-
energy-solutions-ne.org.

“There is a lot of old infor-
mation and there is a lot of
misinformation,” she said,
but the information on the
sustainable energy solutions

ing the results represent-
ed “an arbitrary number
set by the legislature.”

“It all depends on how

you want to make things
appear,” he said. “If you

have been extremely dis-
appointing, Turner said.

“This has been a hard
hit for them,” she told the
school board.

The school system re-
ceived the following let
ter grades: D.F Walker
Elementary, [); Chowan
Middle School, I»; and
John A, Holmes, . White
Oak Elementary, which is
a pre-K through second-
grade school, was not re-
quired to be ranked.

Board member  Gil
Burroughs  commented
that the 10- and 15-point
spreads used in calculat-
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put the 10 percent scale
into play, which will hap-
pennext year, there would
have been no schools to
get an A and only two of
them would have gotten a
B this time.”

“1 share yvour concern.”

school board Chairman
John  Guard told Bur
roughs.

Jackson  added  tha

he did not think the Jet
ter grades accurately re
flected the hard work of
the teaching staff at the
schools.

“That’s disheartening 1o
me,” he said, “We'll con-
tinue to fight that fight.”

sonally adjusted estimates,”
the report states.

In Pasquotank County, the
labor force for December
was 15,588, with 1,207 unem-
ploved, which accounted for
the 7.7 percent jobless rate,

In Perquimans, 338 were
jobless out of a labor force
of 4,878.

Currituck saw 692 unem-
ployed in December out of a
labor force of 12,626; Chow-
an had 375 jobless out of
559% workers; and Camden
had 241 jobless out of a labor
force of 4.141.

website is current and reli-
able.

In addition to the website
Peterson mentioned, there
is information specific to the
Timbermill project at Apex
(Clean Energy’s project web-

site:  www.timbermillwind.
com.
Also, researcher, activ-

ist and wind energy skep-
tic John Droz maintains a
website, with links to vari-
ous studies related to wind
energy. al www.wiseenergy.
org.

William Mularie, a local
resident who identified him-
self as a retired physicist
and former visiting profes-
sor at the University of Min-
nesota, said he wanted to
congratulate the Planning
Board on its decision to get
input from citizens and from
other counties,

Peter Lolkema said he
supports a moratorium. He
said he is an environmental
advocate and has observed
wind energy up close in Eu-
rope. He thanked the Plan-
ning Board for taking the
initiative to set up the public
hearing.

Lolkema urged the board
to make use of objective
thought and information to
protect public health and
safety;  quiet  enjoyment
of property; home values;
crops and livestock; busi-
ness, including tourism: bats
and other wildlife; taxpay
ers and rate-payers; and the
military.
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state. The  grints-making
programs ol the  division
include assistance for build-
ing reuse and well as infra
structure  including  water
and sewer

CDBG s a 1S, Housing
and  Urban  Development
program that provides an
annual allocation of funds
for rmural economic devel-
opment and residential in
frastructure  projects. The
CDBG economice develop
ment  program - provides
grants to local governments
for creating and retaining
Jobs. Funding for projects 1s
based on the number of jobs
o be created and the level
of distress in the community
applying for the funds.

NOTICE OF PUBLIC MEETING

Albemarle Regional Solid Waste
Management Authority
will hold a Board Méeting at
10:30 AM on Thurs., March 12t

at the
Perquimans Co. Recreation Center
310 Grandy St., Hertford.

A Perquimans Chowan Gates

Board Meeting will be held beginning
11:30 AM at the same location and date.

FMI CALL 252-338-4458 OR CONTACT ABLINDT@ARHS
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