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BY PETER WILLIAMS
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Nobody 18 saving grow
ing fish will ever replace the
growing of crops in north
castern North Carolina, bt
IAUStY experts say g
cudture 15 here and is likels
to only grow larger

"Tts more  than vou'd
think.,” <wd  John \_\t“t'l.':
about  aquaculture in the

northeast. He works m the
N.C. Department of Agricul-
nire and Consumer Senvices
northeast marketing center
in Elizabeth City

(e reason the indusm
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feed more people and nghter
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Prospuscts repeort. the world
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Steve Cibel an Edenton
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“Thereis almited amount
[ooamn be mused i the
wild.” Gabel sad. 1 think
vou'll see more i the future
with the restrictions on the
wild caught industry. It will
nghter and the pro-
cotnie from

only get
tem has got 1o
<cnéew here,”

Crable has beon an agrienl
e agent for .83 vevus and
feonved 1o Edenton me 19SS
His current job as an agua-
culture specialist for the N.C
Extension Service puts him
covermg a ZZ<ounty  area
from Wike County west to
Cramtucek and south to Beau
fon

Grable  started  working
- extension while hving in
Louisiana. He said one fish
fumer  explained  why  he

SO for the first 2,000 gal
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Aquaculture holds promise for area farmers

shifted from crops to cat
fish

“He said f a lnumicane
came through it didn’t mess
with hime If it gets 100 wet.
Fl dvain and i it gets too dry,
I'll pump.”

Local fish farmers pamt a
pleture of agriculture that in
cludes financial rewards, but
dlsor includes a lot of work
and the prospect they could
get wiped out

(rary Sawver fiums hyvbrid
strped bass in South Mills.

“When vou lose money.
vou lose lots of money in
a iy Sawyver said. “If
vouresindt for the long haul,
VO can make "

Gy Sawver got started
I aguactliore in 1994

“We had bl fish ponds

[QTRANY

Howard told the audience
thit 1t was i 1999 that the
cotnty first received a letter
from officials  aboun
the discharge of wastewater
fromn the treatment
plann

Wastewater was infiltrat

stale

Wilen

g the holding pond and
the state told the county 1
hae to fix the problen.

The Tollowing vear. state
albeiads directed the coun
v o relocate the discharge
Hock Creek o

U non-ischarge

tey Hiow l\__‘.
apply fon
peri

I an matad offor 1o 1ix
the probleny the counn
sprent S5 00021 000 o ;,
plan todischarge ar Harns
Landing, Howard ssud. Bin
then state officids told the
coninty that thesalt concen
tration i the

or effluent was too high 1o

Wastewaler

chiseharge into a freshwater
sonree. Howard sand

I'he looking
fen Ways 1o ke nse of

the plannimg it has already

vonnty s

done. simee 1 has money
Hed p i those plans

The county manager saidl
thin hopetully the couny
will be able to go back 1o
the Thams Landing plans
with the addition of an o
site hiolding tank

When andience
bers asked why the county
hadnt been proactive about
e

et

Widler SVSTeTn  1ssies,
Howard siud hie believes the
ity THC ST jrrerictive
bt hias b gaven mos g

Largets by the state

Bill Duehl the engineer
who o consults with  the
COLLY  Ony waler System

concerns, sid the county

SUBMITTED PHOTOS

An aerial photograph shows a sprawling Artesian Aquafarms LLC in South Mills.

for other people using a bull-
dozer and dragline.”

He had a 100-acre farm,
which he admits “wasn't a
huge farm to make it in agri-
culture.”

He now tends 65 acres
with 23 ponds growing hy-
brid striped bass for sales to
northern markets.

Saywer sold his operation
to Charles Verdery, the presi-
dent of Svdnor Hydro, a well
drilling company based in
Richmond, Va. Sawyer still
manages the fish farm and
ships about 300,000 pounds
a year o wholesale markets
in New York and Maryland.

“If they like hard work.
s very mtense and you
can’t leave the farm in the
summertime. But it's been

needs 1o sel aside money
1o fund whatever project is
pursued.

But the county 1s looking
for clear direction from the
state before moving forward
with any capitad project for
the water systeni.

“We dont want to do any-
thing until the state is sure
what they -
[iehl saud

Diehl siud he believes the
will he sdlowed 1o
contie softenmg the wa

us 1o do”

Couny

ter as long as i has a |r]ElII

moving forwzad,

Pai' Kerses. w Republi
car candidate for county
commissioner i Chowan's
Zied Iist e asked  about

the possib lity of pursning a
jomt project with the Town
of Edenton

ol the town
currently s doing 11s own
study on a solution for s
water problesis

He and Diehl explaanied
that the 1own w LY
Face different kinds o1 proh
lens

seued

In the cotny’s case
Diehlsaid, the water coming
out of customers
nieets all state standards

Edenton actually has s
sues with the quality of wa
ter conung out of the .
Inehl squd

Diehl saud gening water
from Crates ( ounty al grate
adequate to meet county
needs require an
reseet

Fanieets

wotld
CXPEensine of con
Strietimg a traasinssion e
all the way to the plant in
northern Gates County

The county's goal  had
been 10 aside money
in the water fund over the
next couple of years in or
!1&‘!WIHIH“H}.{ for the

Set

good, We've always
managed to sell whatever
we produced, but lately the
markets have been getting
real crowded. If evervbody
decided to grow fish, I don’t
think there is a market for
it.”
© Finding the market
that's the key —Gabel sayvs.

“Don't come up with an
attitude that if I grow them,
someone will buy them,”
Gabel said. “Get your mar
ket first. And more sure vou
have the right water.”

The Fish Connection (o
operative  in Washington.
N.C. helps growers find a
market for their fish.

Aydlett said the southeast-
ern part of the state is bigger
and in the western part of
the state trout production
is strong. State estimates
show the number of North
Carolina aquaculture sites is
down slightly. but the vadue
and tonnage of the products
is up. The total value of the
state’s aquaculture industry
in 2014 was estimated at $58
million. That's up from $50.9
million in 2008, but the sage

required upgrades.

But that didnt go as
planned. Shortly after the
rale  increase took effect,
the county received a letter
from the state calling for im-
mediate remedial action.

“We didn't even have half
a month worth of savings in
the bank from that he new
rate increase when we got
the letter,” Diehl said.

Howard said the counts
does not expect 1o be fined
because it is working with
the state 1o
special order by consent
that will enable the conny
1o avoid fines s
1 et s

coter o g

long s
states tianudated
tmetables for corective e

Hons,
Diehl  agreed  thar 1he
Prpose of e SO s 1o

buy time to fix the problesn
without being fned,

Robert Kirby, o civil o
gineer who wis i the i
ence al the meeting, askod
i the county should nor b
looking at building a reverss
OSINOSIS tredtinent plant s
the long-tern solution 1
noted that Dichl had o
cated an RO plaat was the
only practical way 1o cling
nate total dissolved solids
which is what causes whine
deposits to form on phingh
ing fixtures

bPriehl that pnay e
by 2085 the county conld
have an RO plant oncline
It started planning now o
i But the county doesi 't
have nearly that much tine
to address the state's
dates regarding  disclhiarg
he saudd

The state 1s gomng 1o ke
the county do something
now. Diehl said. The muoe
diate solution is likely 1o
imvolve a holding tank at the
plant and a new discharge
line to a state-approved dis
charge point

But Diehl said

Sl

the 1
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A net lifts hybrid
striped bass
out of a fish
\ farm pond
in South
Mills.

as the estimate
for 2005,
Growersare work-
ing on ways to increase
production and add fish that
don't normally thrive well in
('.'1|:li\'it_\-‘.

“In ponds vou can produce
a pound of fish for every 250
gallons.” Gabel said. “In a
closed (tank) systeni. you
can produce a halfl’ (pound)
to three quarter of a pound
(of fish) per gallon.”

It's possible that in the fu-
ture, fish food, fish and fish
processing can all be done in
the same place.

“There is something close
to that now with Carolina
Classic in Ayden,” Gabel
said. “They have their own
feed mill to produce catfish
feed which they're produc-
ing.”

One popular fish —f{loun-
der —is on the decline in
the wild, so limits have been
placed on catching them.
Gabel said some people on
working to produce fanu-
raised versions in tanks,

“The big problem is they
dont use the whole water
column, just the bottom.
Striped bass swimming in
tanks will use the whole wa-
ter column.”

mediate solution wouldn
necessarily be wasted effort
and wasted money, since a
future RO plant at the cur
rent  location 1o remote
tatal dissolved solids conld
make use of a pipe to Harris
Landing

Howard said the county
IS expecting 1o
FA00.000 4 year
new rates i place.

In addition to the neces

set aside
with the

Sy upgrades o the treu
ment plant. Diehl sad. the
county also will need 10 o
2 million or so o line e
placement the
test conple of budger vears

WOIR el
eorder to replace worne-oul
dhistribmition lines

“There are a lot ol costs
thart we e looking ar” e

il <iuned

As e process ovies
lorward, connty ol icials
will study maplementing ros
VCESEe s Hoss sl e HJ'I"IH.
it

[ 1) e connty bl

dnew treatiment plant that
Seerites] S

Waler a

dadlons of
the
Seurs that capacity has beer
eapanded through upgrades

e, v

al the plant and now stands
Al LI PN

Fhe original permit Tor
the pliant called Tor the effu
cot to be diselauged mito o
tondsiche diteh

Bor somietinne i the Le
BSOS on warly 19908, con
grading  on
Highwiy 32 made it imipos

stroucthion suul
sthle for the county to con
the diseharging mto the
ieh

Volenter from state envi
remnental officids e 1960
noted  wastewater
e Treatient process "
liltrres  the groundwater
withun the settling pond.”

County and state officials
have: been working on the
problem since then, pursu
g a workable solution
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