“The son usually wm:l"‘a_:;go—' it ﬂ:'nr‘
advice) to his roommate, his doctor,
his teacher, his minister—to an_\:boily
sooner than to his own father.” So
declares President Faunce of Brown
University apropoh of the question
in our caption, and the reason lies in
the father’s lack of understanding of
the son. “A number of parents over-
do the matter of keeping in touch
with their children. They follow
them to the college. put pillows in
their chairs, and make sure that they
will have the right kind of dessert
for dinner.” This is the dissident
conclusion of the President of

this
: therefore

m', - —thee ~comrreT-
benrs upon our childrdn. - But
is all too 1, and,
really. beside the mirk.. . nde

My mind quickly turns to.a case,

ought not to mention names and
will not; but twe vears ago a student
came to see me. lle spoke with a
slight impediment in his speech, as
one heard of hearing. He came to
talk with me about his future voca-
tion and in his conversation expres-
sed himsell very beautifully  con-
cerning his mother’s care and diree-
tion. I urged him to bring his moth-
er to see me when next she came to
town. He did so. She was a fine
speciment of motherhood-—a slender
little person to be the mother of so
husky a voung man. She told me

SemidminEr s i . | with a direct look in her eve and an
il:c ':an .llnu:r_sul; l;,‘ _f’;'“’"”““-illuminalinn of countenance 1 rev-
ikt L L resident A"'rﬂ'l*m‘vd that when her boy was live

gell of Yale. however, distrustz ut-
terly “the casual impresgions on a
matter of this kind of any single ob-
serves.” It happened that we were
considering seriousiv this very ques-
tion of parents and children when
an article by Dean Gauss of Prince-
ton appeared in Schribner’s bearing
the title. Should Johnny Go 10 Col-
lege? In that article he implied
that many vouths (and maidens)
were in college and taking courses
of instruction. where they did not
want to be and were unfitted to be,
and when thev would have been bet-
ter off and more econtended else-
where. The cause of this. it was im-
plied. is that parents did not know
their children. They had not main-
tained that intimaev which would
have shown the children’s  prefer-
ences and potencics.  So, he sugzest-
ed, time is lost. discontent is caused,
and square pegs are misfits in round
holes.

This pronouncement of a univer-
sity dean whose work brings him in
to confidential relations with many
students was somewhat  stastling
if not merely individual opinion.
Was it? Who could tell? We an-
ticipated Doctor Angeil’s pronounce-

ment.  But surely other men in like
oositions would have information.
“‘In the multitude of counsellors

threre is safetv.” Accordingly, to
about seventy presidents, deans. or
chancellors of representative uni-
vergities and colleges. whose work
brings them into confidential rela-
tions with vouth, we wrote asking
(essentially) the question at the head
of this article. These busy men
were  exceedingly  courteous, nad
many of them much more than kind,
writing freely and in extenso. Only
two desired, their names withheld.

The gist of our letter was in  this
paragraph.
Is it your experience that sons

and dauchters are handicapped
through the indifference or ignor-
ance of their parents? Do you be-
lieve that the hest solution of the
modern problems of young people
is for parents to know their own
children, to solicit and keen their

confidence. to be acquainted inti-
Tnatel and n ke a et ha i

going on in the minds of their bovs
and girls? Do you think that the
average parents are doing this less
or more than they used 10?

We begin our citations with a let-
ter from one who prefers to be un-
named. It was sent for private in-
formation only. But it is so fine and
revealing, and so much that is good
that we begged the privilege of
quoting it. Reluctaniiy consent was
given, and we can not give even re-
gionally the location of the very use-
ful colleze over which this scholar
presides.  Among other things the
poise of the deliverance will be not-

In reply to vour direct question
whether in my opinion parents do
not know their children. I would in
llis first place say that in this more
than in most other cases genepaliza-
tions are dangerous. [ know so many
parents who are giving a much mere
intelligent attention to the needs of
their children than the parents par-
ents of an earlier day that ! should
condemn myself if by arvthing |
had to say these parents felt them-
selves condemned. Naturally iy
mind turns at once to our daughters
and sons. Each of them has clit-
dren. We proudly survey our
grandchildren and rejoice that these
voung mothers and fathers are giv-
ing attention to their children which
their mother constantly tells me is
wmore intelligently directed to heir
interest than she herself knew how
to give. But I may venture lo re-
mark parenthetically that to this 1
take exception without in any wise

vitars "1‘] ll]l' dlll'lﬂf!‘—“ll' ii‘-f‘d i!l
New York—told her that there was
no use tryving to educate her eon,
that he was mentally deficient. She
wonld not have it so. She fonght
as only a mother can fight and be-
cause she was possessed by a great
spirit carried her fight 1o a success-
ful issue and proved to the doctors
that the boyv was not deficient in in-
iellectual power but that his ears
were dull. He could not hear half
that was said to him. She fourht
the fight through the schools, The
vounz man entered college and grad-
vated last vear. not a brilliant stu-
dent but never having ailed.  All of

I should make haste to assert in an-
swer to the allegalion that parents
today do not know their  children.
Yet there is too large a measure of
| truth in the c¢laim advanced by Dean
| Gauss. The things that have mark-
led the changes of social life during
[the past twenty vears have most of
them been of a kind to turn the at-
tention of men and women from
llhl‘ir homes to fields of activity and
{interest outside. The mothers have
heen involved in this. the case of get-
ting about the activities of political
| life now not merely open to wamen
but seem in many cases to impose a
new and additional duty upon them:
the freedom with which men and
women carry on social intercourse
| where formerly the men withdrew
;[:m(l the women were left to other
| and different oceupations. the intro-
| duction of club Tife, the out of doors
(and incidentally one notes the bene-
fit of it because most of the youne
people of today are inches ahove
their parents in height) —all these,
to say nothing of the ease of getting
ahout and of listening in on all sorts
of occasions are so disturbing to the
old relation of mother and child in
the home that many instances come
to our nolice of voung men. and in
women’s colleges 1 suppose the same
is true of young women, who have
nat had the kind of careful attention
that they ought to have had in the
home.

I think first of my own mother
and the constant care exercised over
us.  Evev night during our bovhood
clm‘s mother came lo our room and
read aloud to us while we made
ready for bed and we were asleep.
The result was that we came to her
for counsel always, even when we
were grown up and had families of
of our own. Indeed I cannot picture
a more perfect example of a mother
in the community than my own was
in those davs after mv father’s death
when she was the soui and center of
the colony, the big house filled 1o
overflowing  with children and
grandchildren  who  built  houses
round about her, the company even
extending to connections by mar-
riage nol merely blood relations and
all turning to my mother for coun-
gel. Again. T think of the mother
of my children. Only on the rerest
occasion while our children were
voung and until they went awav to
school nad colleze was their mother
away from them. She gave all ~f
the evenine to them from the time
we were through the evening meal
until they were asleep. T ecan see
mvself now sitting before the fire
while she was upstairs with the
children. a small voice calling out
from a neighboring room. “Now.
Mama, it time to come to me.” and
she sat with the children in turn car-
rving on those auiet talks too sacred
for intrusion. The result is that to-
day our sons and daughlers lurn to
her as we turned to my mother.

After reading that letter the rditor
could wish himself a boy azain at

the college presided over by this
Christian gentleman.
The President of Yale, Doctor
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this and much more of a like nature |

to-
ighship

parents an '
Fdoubrwhether: the- conditions a1

present are’ materially different from
Ithose which have always obtained in
periods of rapid change in  social
and religious ideals and practices,
Strain and tension between  the
veunger and the older generation
has always existed. In general, so
Fas ar my observation zoe=. [ should
think that intellizent American par-
ents are more definitely trving  to
maintain sympathetic contact  with
their children than did the genera-
tion just preceding.
utterly the caswal impressions on a
matter of this kind of anv single ob-
server.

On the facts Presidemt D. W,
Morshouse of Drake University,
lowa. endorses Dean Gauss, hut is
not at all dogmatic:

The Pean ic icht distinemle rvich
The college cannot completely make
over the raw material which is fur-
nished it. There must be a desire
within the student. He must appre-
ciate the difference between a factory
and a university. Unless there is a
wil 1o accept the beneflit= of education
there is no use to go to colleze. You
imight as wel lattempt to teach a fish
to live on a lawn. [ think there is
no advantage to either the lawn or
the fish. T do net know where the
{1wouble lies. whether it is  in  the
home. the school ar the -ur-fvir < Pos-
zibly there t any trouhle.  Bovs
and girls have been verv much the
same through the last few generat-
ions least,

So on the direct auestion of par-
ental interest in children he agrees,
but is tolerant and kindlv:

Yarents in general  <hould
more attention to their childien. es-
peciallv with relation to their educa-
tion. Too much is left to the high
school and college. but frequently
this is done with the very best of in-
tentions.  The parents do not con-
<ider themselves qualified in  this
line and thev follow with most cour-
trous and sincere confidence the pro-
aram and policy of the school. Tt
has heen my experience that the par-
ents are interested and very anxious
to give their children the greatest
possibl advantages hoth at home and
in the school. 1 belieye this tenden-
ey is zrowing. Let's give the par-
ents credit. and the children too, as
far as that is concerned. 1T we could
turn the matter avound and have
fewer fur coats and diamond rings
and limousines on our campus and
more bovs and girls who recognize
the advantages of education, who
truly desire its culture and are wil-
ling to give anything for an educa-
tion, many of our problems would
dizappear. .

In auite a similar vein. admittine
the facts but seeing reasons in social
conditions, writes Professor S, P.
Nanninga of the University of New
Mexico:

Manv sons and doughters are han-
dicapped throveh the  indifference
or ignorance of thein parents.  Our
social standards and belifs change
and it is difficult for parent sto real-
ize th I have students who comé
Yo me with their problems who re-
fuse to discuss some of our modern
problems with their parents. Tt is
a very difficult matter to change the
convictions of our vouth and many
times it would be better for parents
to at least be tolerant and fairmind-

aive

ed rather than condemn.
From a New Fneland college
(Middlebury. Va..) President Paul

D. Moody replies with an unquali-
fied “ves” and adds:

I distinguish between  indiffer-
epee and ignorance.  however, for
many parents are immorant who are
not indifferent, and thein ienorance
mav be as troublesome as the indif-
ference of others. The constantly
changin- state of education makes
parental cooperation difficult. and
as necessary as diffienlr.

Like Doctor Holland, President
Bizzell (Universitv of  Oklahoma)

attributes condition= to the changing
state of society. The old state of
things will not return. however, and
in his fourh paragraph he sugzests
a remedy.

The enormouns advanes in science
and invention has ereatly  chanzed
the hahits of the American people.
Lahor saving deviees have decreased
the burden of domestic life for wo-
men and the automobile has inereas-
ed the mobility of both men and wo-
men. The apartment house and fam-
ily hotel have taken the place of the
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