R N VTP S ST 10 0 WS o P RY| 13 NeSYT PR

PAGE THREE

The Treasure
of the Bueoﬁeon

By

Howden Smith

Arthur D.
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CHAPTER Il1—Continued
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“That 18 n gorgeous tireplace”
the conntess,
#aAh
stirdly

snld

yeg" he ngreed, with hls al-
hroad prommneiation,  “Rathoer
int vorse there, too, | see, Tlow
it run?"

e picked it out slowly, with some
help from the Russian givl,

Hienue thatte ye Pappist
Churchmanue
Moudde seke Hys Boul's
_ rontente
Ber tsn:kmrﬁ up ye Wysshinge

one
Aud trodde ye Prior's Vent.
odd!

What does it all

“Evneed

ey, 1

"

“I huven' the sHzhtest
241 “Nor has anybody else,

Ui conversation had attracted the
fftention of the others, and Mes, Ll
vor deew Nikkan and the count In front
of the chimney-plece,

You don't suppose there could be
o secret meaning to those words,
she asked,

“I wish you'd plek It out for me,” 1
conntered.

That wag n query 1 had often put
o myself,

“A key tosomething else, you know, '
=it went o . "Our ancestors were
ten of that sort of thing. They loved

isstery, and life waso't ar safe in
= giys as it is in ours.”
's perfectly thrilling,” eried the
fountfess, *“This is Just the Kind of
Mo 1o house some wonderfol seeret
= perhaps o tragedy.”

I felt something behind me, and
turned my head. The [tallnn had left
i tible in the center of the room
and moved up to the fringe of our
#Ebnp. His green eyes, flaring with an
Hnciinny vital foree, were intent apon
the rhyma on' the svermantel.

“Humph," 1 thought to myself, “yon
Moy not be able to speak English, but
I pear - be able to read it”
wrowled something in an under:
tone to Mrs. Hilyer and she nodded

“Fascinating as your room Is, | am

5id we must leave you, Lord Ches-
UF she called over to IMugh. “Signor
Lvatdoresehi had Just reminded me we
have to put him on the London train
before we drive home.”

“T'll have your motors called up.
retirned Tugh {mpussively, as he and
Hilyer joined the -est of us.

He rang and gave the necessary or-
ders to Watkins.

“Don’t forget that tip on Krugers
dorp for the St. Leger,” I heard Hil-
Yer insist to Hugh “I'm not so sure
about the derby. Youm aren’t taking
08 any hunters, are you? Pve—"

“Ey the way,” Hugh interrupted. 1
meéant to ask you: did any of your
People see strangers mround here the
morning of my uncle’s funeral?”

| was amazed at the sudden silence
that gripped the room. The Italian.
Teodareschi, already In the doorway
after a curt nod of farewell, stopped
dead znd stared bhard at Hugh.

“You see,” Hugh continued, “I heard
one of your cars was seen on the Lon-
don road In back of the park, and
I'm anxious to know whether any
strangers were geen that morning,
speclally strangers on foot.”

Not that we've heard of,” respond:
* Mra . promptly. “All of us

by

“Not t

what b
The ' T e
b, 2 el answeed Hish
delihior RO W reiLnn
o s o e b hitd been

teros)
“*Girent | Fotesreg
“That's n go! Wo've |

Sewi ™

thinz like that hefors i
“THu =m0 loge anviling Lord Ches
Dy anired HHHImE ey
1 think oo™
The Co

permitted
late her Hgy

“Bozhe mol, Mande * she cripd T
you britg us rint Engzland
o rigk death from burslars? & profer
the Bolsheviste"

“an forlie fnn

| swered Mrs ks thi

1 Was Amazed at the Sudden Silence
X That Gripped the Room.

wurning, Lord Cliesny. We'lll let the
Toose aronnd the home after this
ut night."

Peodoreschl, still standing in
deorway, raspend o single sentence, nnd
picssed out.  The others flocked after
Libin like bhounds over whom the Bunts-
man cracks his whip, Mrs. Hilyer and
the countess vavidd a last good-by, and
Wiatkins closed the door after them

Nikkka and 1 looked pt one another,
and burst our | g, Hugh, with
muoffled. curse, threw up the Senresi
window,

“Let's have somo fresh aie)” he salil

Kes

(4 113

«oqoqueer erowd,” Toad-
“That countes hand
I think she was try-

mitted.
looking thonsd
Ing to pump me’”

“Well, Hilyer dhidn't ask me any
questions, I'm bow'd to say,” returned
Hugzh, “He was too busy with his
heus Iy gumbling  aneedotes, uand
erocked dope. What did yon make out
of them, 2 g

Nikka lit a
plicdl

a[ think they are a party of polite
thieves,” he snswered at last.  “At
teast, son.: of them. The Itallan gave
me the shnkes.™”

Wl was the Bey person?” Inquired

u

Nikka's lip curled.

wThat fellahecn enr ! L know LLe breed.
They live by grafl and worse. If we
o to Paris 1 think [ shall make in
quiries about some of them. 1 know
persons at the prefecture of police who
ought to have their dossiers.”

wHow did they get on the subject of
that verse of Lady Jane's?” demanded
Hugh.

“It was the countess and Mrs. Hil
ver,” I explained. “Theg saw it, and
insisted on reading some hidden mean
ing into it."

As I spoke 1 looked op sagain a*
the overmantel where the Gothie char
acters showed dimiy In the light from
the smoldering logs and the rays of
the sunset. I conned over the four
lines deliberately. “Ye Prior's Vent”
The last three words seemed to jump
out at me “Some secret meaning.
. . « A keyto something else, you
know.” Mrs. Hilyer's phrases re-echoed

fmirette bifore he re- |

l'one thiy

And In the twinkling of an e

the ciphor leisped ot betore |
thhl ot repson I ot It just :
{ w v =iw the VE o the next e |
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Ut and I sjiran
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1 ol in my
thing, bt
I= hnother n

broaki mid dance;, 'y

got Sope

how much i1 means

Hugh pir down heside them

"Talk = ‘ Juck,” e ortders)
= W us yonr--"

“Hore ™ | shoved the copy of Lails
Joare's ddozzerel In front of him a

*Now wateh !®

I tvok & pencll
0 [TE3
warids it

il drew it thronzn |

all except first letters of the tirst

nrid lase eich line So:

» tesnll, of wias:
I* r
I o
It b

\
N t
“Prior's Yent ! susped Nikka
hias found something ™ i

And his eves, (oo, sonsit

the vers:
OVErInL e |

res too! IE vin mean only

the seeret 1o the loeatlon of
the Prior's vent,"

*Thit
the treasirs Ix in
amemnded Nikka.

Huzh, hiad been in n brown
stoly, sroused bimself, and peered at
tireplae

who

m onot trying to helittle Jock's
digeovery,” he gald =lowly, “bor yon
chaps must remember that we don”t

know whire or what the P'rior’s veni
s

that
in

take It for
repilied

“Except
cortain it 1s
Nikka.

“Anmd that perhaps the firepince has
something to do with IL" 1 suzrested.

Huzh =hook his hend.

“No, no, Jack, that won't wash. Tou.
_\- If, have mensured that chimney
area, and we all agreed there wasn't
space inside it for a sécret chamber.

you may
this room,"

tr 1 thouglit there was, T'd tear L
down.™

“Hold on,” counscled Nikka. “Ensy
does it Pop the first time we've got

somethiiae to zo gpor Let's chiew It
over for o while, anid see what we can
mitke out of it"

We chewed It over until bedtime
without reaching any decision.

CHAPTER IV

The Prior’s Vent

It was a long time before | went 1o
. Lady Jane’s cipher and its in
conclsive information kept buzzing
through my head. But at last | dozed
off and dreamed of fat monks who
popped out of n round hole In a
courtyiarad In endless succession ontil
one of thelr number, stouter than the
test, became wedged In the opening.
He habhled profanely in Latin, and 1
started to go to his ald—and waked
up.

p’i‘he night was very dark, nnd there
was not even a hint of starshine to
lizht the room. 1 rolled over, and shut
my eyes, and prompily sat op in bed.
1 thought 1 had heard a sirange sound.
What it was | couid not say. It was
very faint, a gentle burring rip.

1 swung out of bed, reached for a
candle, thought better of It, and
crossed to the door communicating
with Hugh's room. It was sajar, and
as | poked my head In, I could hear
his gentle breathing. Nikka's room,
heyond his, was qulel. Outside of us
three, only Watkins slept In tkat part
of the house.

My first Instinct was to laugh nt
myself, but | opened the door from
my room Into the ball and listened
there. At first I heard nothing. Then

| hand eatsed to knock on Nik

| shadow @ close Ly, focussed on me and

| his turch ot

vrenking 8= If o suybdued foolfalia
I eon®™d oot gue the ones
which pes=e==ed mee 1 stoarted ta call

e and Nikko, and stof

I with my

foor

for nelthdng hut ms ow
Aoy

b ourept downstalrs into the «

nucies

L mrsinent’s fu

her hesitatlon,

F like n

T, 1 looked Info the o 12 room
e miusde roone 1 had  Just stepped
back Inte the hall when # ehink of
Haght shone o ol the short passnze
that from the bnll info the gan.

It Hickered awas

Fomat s returned,

Wishing oow that | hod taken the
aitomatie thar s thie tiuble be
Shide ey sl | ostal nio the gunrooin
=Sz Thie door Lies g=gimhr § WiE

aiar, bui not suflic tly o poerm e
tir s Inside | | ir ecantlonsly
townrd t T chink of Hght wasz
T L. & brief mutter of |

i resirnined, renched
fened, T oad-

my enrs Poeraee wi

fustedd my  exe to the »wecéog and
fwserem] An
e guirosm wius a pool ol shgd
ows, save only o froeut of the fire
place, where u single ray of Hzhe
playsd npon s g mterons  lgure
crouched on the mantel-shelf, The Hzht
cite trom an electrie toreh In the
| hand of o second fHgare outlined

nEainst the dying conls of the woad-
fire om the bearth. They mombled back
amd forth o ench other, and now |
canzht onee more the faint oolse (ke
the prolonged rippi f tongh cloth
which hird atrracted my attention up-
=tairs,

The Hene

Mushed on steel, and |
reniized thar the Hgure on the mantel-
shell wus working with a snall saw on
the panel of the over-mantel eoutain
Ing Lady JTane's verse As | watched.
he susp led his emort= and barked
Impatiently st his ussistant, The ray
of light oulvercd and shifred apward.
For a fleeting <ecifon of a second it
the tlgure on tels
foctus==ed iy on

traversed

shoelf

the
momentn
o anl shonlders.

ps el
leodureschit,

The tizure was Professor
the Italinn chemlst who
b o ecompanied the Hilyer's parts. in

atement my hand tightened fo- |
L U5 grip on the door, which
our past me with g logd groan,
r bheam of leght Aashed from the

snupped ol !

“Americunsky " eried a mun’s volce. |

1 heird bim leap through the iter |
of furniture, and dimly saw him ﬂln;-,r
me. It crushed agaimst |
the door, nnd | snutehed up a chalr, |
stooped low and Inshed at bis legs. He |
rumhbled in 8 heap. |

“Hughi! Nikkal” | shouted at tha |
tep of my lungs |

I ad my hands full oo the Instend |
Che muan who btad flung the toreh |
ut me wis alresdy scrumbling to his |
feet.  The gorilla-like Imlian  had
Jumped from the mantel-shelf with the |
nlert envrey of A big ea. He and thz |
mun who had been beiping him down |
were now dodging toward me. |

“Ne tirez pas!” hissed Teodoreschy |
in throaty accents that were \'I.lglleli'

familiar “Percez: Attendez, Sergs,
Viadu! Percez! Polgnardez!™

The Halinn’s helper reached me tirsy
I saw his Kkuoife In his hand, and

*ruck our with wy fist. Helpg o knife-
fizhter, It was what he least expected,
and he went over- 1 ran behind the |
large center table, nnd gs the ltalian
and the other man closed in, | reared |
It on end und toppled it at them. They |
Jomped apart, und 1 found opportunity
to heave another chair at the chap |
1 nad just knocked down, |

But 1 was in for a bad time. Teodores- |
¢hi was oo me like » humao juzgernaur.
He swept aside my blows ss though
thiey were barmless, folded me In his |
greal aJuus and tossed me from bim.
1 spun acress the hearth into the fire-
place, nnd brought up on all-fours in
the ashes.

Every tooth In my head wus _ared
by the crash, but 1 had no tlme o
think of pain 1 heard the guttural
soarl of the gorilla-man behind me,
and looked up to see hiz knife descend-
ing I a stab that was aimed Inside
my collarbone. Desperate, | threw my-
self backward against his legs, and he
fell on the couch. Yet be was np
again b an Instant, and chopping st
me, with foam dripping from nis lips

(TO BE CONTINUED.)

Don’t Ask Us.
Another of life’s many unsolved mys-

e
teries is why a moth always chooses

dine at the most consplcuous place
In an article

it seemed to me that | detected a

of apparek
Times.

hes
¢ Baver

HEADACHES

ocket: bn-of
vou. Keep the lare at home.
Read the proven « for pain,

bheadoches, neuralgia,

PILES

AR O EAMORATOHINS

IR KL Bth Si . Cinvinnati, (i,

SKIN
BLEACH

Vrei e +
e yrars. 1

Dok let sent (roe. Ak 5

DR. €. H. BERAY CO.
2930 Mich.Av., Chicage

British *“Chain Stores™

IMias 3 Lvta=in cotne= (st
amon e British elinin storess Thees
are 14 mrocer orz zil laivinge
GBS hranelis 5 il s by o
- il w OrEnn

Vhiere o -
t have v Kl

Great

Artist’s Affliction
Joshin Rest \ g7

el ool S

Vi 1 felong deatr

Tan, conts

resulnm

HANFORD'S
Balsam of Myrrh

FARM WOMAN
BENEFITED

After Taking Lydia E. Pink-
ham’s Vegetable Compound

. Lickdale, Pa—"Bifore T wng mar-
ried, my mother and sister and [ did all
= the fnrming work
on n tri-aces farm
for cleven years. I
married a furmee
anl now in addie
- tion to oy house-
work and the care
Jof my children I
help him with the
outside work on
pl our  farm.  After
iy last child was
g born, I begran to
suffer as many

women do. Finally our family doctor
told me to try Lydia E. Pinkham's
Vegatable Compound. I did and now 1
am o new woman and 1 know that good
health is betier than riches —N s,
Criyoe 1, Suenaax, R, 51, Lickdale, Pa.

o€

canstipation
¥stem.

Co NSTIPATION

FFLLER {rom your dealsr.
HAROLD SOMERS, BROOKLYN, N. Y.

~ DROPSY SPECIALIST
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