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CHAPTER XIV—Continued
—

Following Pupker's unceremonlous
departure, Elmer Clarke sat down to
do some soild thinking. He had need
te, for If Bunker's threat shouid not
prove to be an 1dle one. he wes liable
to find himself In a most unenviable

position,

swell, ane thing Is certain,” he de-
il he collectur of internal
revenue «1 on by Punker, should

levy vn the totnl residue of the estate,
i e bock. financially, where 1 was
nele Hiram died, bot with this
on—Tll be out of a job. Well,
on find noother. My health is
A-one azain, so wihal the dosit 2= v
enre for the slings and arrows of onut-
«ns fortene, provided I do not

o walt too long to marry Nellie?
iy, I almost forgot that T am
I have zot a job, after all, and
a8 me one hundred dollars g
Well, 've existed on less, Ei-
ald settler, you're Lot licked at

fecided to awalt developments.
ri«l to him that i Bunker
riently bl such a club to swir
would bave swung it most profiahly
on Uncle Hirsm before the ntter de
f nt mysterions Innd where

hir

; i not He cortainly
Wi ot swing it uantil he h col
I iz own le ¥ from the nte,
for 1 e oo cunning to make
. lwdroit move., Perhans his
tl hid bren a1 monumental bl

i this 1s a mutter T « 1}
take up with MePeake,” he declded, | |
i r th culled upon the lawser
Melen e to the ingredible tale
[ n prowing disgust manifesting
b= on hils features,

“You're a shrewd judge of homan
maturo, Mr, Clarke,” he declared when
Flmer hud finished his recital.  “Bun-
ker Is 0 rat, I am positive, however,
thit he Is blufing you, If he hnd hod
Fuch n weapon to use on your uncle,

he wanld hnve used it. Consequently,
T think that the best thing 1o do Is to
rnore him and proceed with the dis-
tribution of the estnte”

“Well, ' not accept may money
that doesn’t belong to me, Mr, Me-
Peake™

“That's all very fine, but walt untll
you know for m certninty that it doesn't
belong to you. I have mo apprehen-
klons on the matter, Mr. Olnrke. e
member, BDunker is an arrant coward.”

“Well, perhaps you're right, but 1
@0 not think he Is blufing. 1 don't
think he has the cournge to blaff, I
eonfess I'm afrnid of him."

"Well, I'm not, and the first day he
comes in here 'l bave him on the
earpel ond shake him down, Tl write
you the results of my inquisition.”

S0 Elmer went on to New York
Five weeks later MePeake wrote him
tint the real estate had been sold,
that all of the debts of the estate had
been paid and that a Bnal decree of
distribution had been signed by the
Indge of the probate court. McPenke
atded that Elmer's share of the es-
tate would amount to approximately
$£218.000,

linmediately upon receipt of this in-
formution Elmer came on to Museatine
snd the day after his arrival he was
to meet McPeake In the latter's office.
“Not a peep out of our friend Bunker,”
ke announced, coming at once to the
Eubject closest to Elmer's heart. *1
had him In my office and gave him a
bad half hour, but could not get any
admission from him. He talked vague
ly of things he could do, but seemed
disinclined to do them, 1 think he was
blufling.™

"Has ho recelved hig 'egacy, Mr, Mc
Peake?"

"l handed him his check ten min-
ules dgo, Thought I might as well get
rid of him before you arrived” Me-
Peake reached into his desk and drew
out & formal typewritten receipt with
2 check for $218,734.22 attached to it
"Sign here,* he ordered—and Elmer
flgned and pouched his check.

Then he guchered up all of the pa-
bers and took his departure. The
check he had recelved was on the
First Natlonal bLank, downstairs, so
Elmer went into the bank first and ap-
proached the paying teller's window.
“T wish you'd have this check certl-
fied.” he sald, and handed It through
the erill work.

The paying teller took It and de-
parted.  Five minutes later he re
turned and handed the check back to
Flmer uncertiied. *Sorry,” he suid,
“but a distraint warrant has been
served on the bank by the local col-
lector of Internal revenue, and we are
debarred from honoring any further
checks on this aecount ™

“l thank yoo,” sald Elmer politely
and walked out. Up to McPenke's
cflice he wént. The client the latter had
been expecting had not yet arrivud
ind Elmer went at once Into the law-
Yer's private office.

“Well, Bunker has made good.” he
unnounced. “1 told you I thought be

Burn

wasn't binffing, Ho 1
80 cleverly that pe ]
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“Bunker went tn
Iniernul revenve i
gave him your ul.im
the pedl set of books nnd voy
over to them, snd for Hve weels
corps of expert nccounlants hys hoel
experting them.  The stutute of fin
tutlons has run against the income tay
returns for 1901, 10914, 1015, 1916 a:
1917, but they have you nailed on th
returns from then on.  They hase
made up the tax refurns for tl
yeurs ns they should have been mud
up had your uncle mnde an honest re
turn, and the collector Informs mo
that the estate owes the governmen
two hundred and thirty-one thouspnd
nine hundred and four doliars ane
elght cents™

They looked at each other, aad pre<
ently the slow, ampsed smile erepn
around Flmer's mouth., “Mae,™ s
asked, "did you get your fee out of
the estate before the erash?”

McPenke shook his head wearily,

*Then the joke's on you," Elmer Jv
elared, and stood up. *Tell yon what
you do,”" he continued, “You get hol
of that coliector, run down his ac
counting and, when yon gre convineed
he is right and we haven'l got a les
to stand on, you settle with him on
the best basis you can,

“As for me, I'm out. 1 have nelthe
tha tlme nor the Inclinatlon to tight
for anything except & living, ond the
longer T delay that assault the worse
off Il be. I'm about eight months
behind the processlon mow and 17
have to hurry to catch wp' He bl
out his hand. *“Good-by, Mae, I'm o1
my way."

“Elmer, I'm terribly sorry.™ M
Peake, friendliest of men, was callin
him by his first name.

“pon't waste your sympathy, Mae
I'm one bird In this world who hate
sympathy,  I've never been able s
pse any. Uncle Hiram's money woul
have meant & great deal to the bapp
ness of that girl 1 told you sbout, and
for her sake I wish Bunker had neve
been born,  But why repine?  Whe
the collector of Internal revenue prove
bis cnse, hand him this with my coni
pliments,” and Elmer laid oo :\11
Peake's desk the check the Intter ho
so recently handed him. He held ou
his hand. Goodby, Mae. Hope yo
getr yours. You've worked for _1r-
which 1s more than I did. Yon migh
write to me from time to time and tel
me how you're coming along.”

He shook hinids snd departed.

Back ut hiz hotel. bhe packed hi
trunk and suitease, telephoned down
stairs for his bill and then lay dows
on his bed to walt for train time. Al
tour o'clock he wis homeward |ml.1n:
and three days laler he dropped D".
the Del Monte Flyer at Pllarcites anc
made his way on foot up to his house
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two tablels of Bayer Aspirin at th

disappecred in a few hours, repeat.

nct depress the heart. Take enoush to give

and gargle away cll sereness. In every packe

Colds ere corimon bacouse pe

use of aspirin will always check

and that's usually the end of

And if your throat is sore, dissclve three toble!s 1 water

Bcyer Aspirin are proven directions for colds, headaches

relieve your
irin can't hurt you. Take
e firstindicction of a ccld,
it. If every symptom hasn't
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e | from these things have found winter comfort in aspirin.
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“If pipe tobacco is just as good for

ROLLIN'your OWN

AND GET THIS!

The United States Government tax on 20 ciga-
rettes amounts 1o 66, On 20 cigarcttes you roll
from Target tobacoo the tax is just about 1¢.
And where there is a state 1ax on eigarettes, you
save just that much more! No wonder you get
such value for a dime!

MONEY-BACK GUARANTEE

Buoy a package of TARGET right now. Roll 15 or 20
cigaretics, If yor don't say they're the best smokes yon
ever rolled, return the half-emply package to your
dealer and be will return your dimel

..why don’t ready-mades use it?*

“I'D been smoking 15¢ pipe tobacco *for
pipe and cigarette’ for years, when
TARGET ecigarette tobacco came
along. But now, it'sTARGET for mine!

“Real cigarette tobacco— Virginia,
Burley and Turkish—prepared just like
the tobacco in ready-mades, and kept
fresh in Moisturcproof Cellophane.
That's what swung me to TARGET!

“I can roll swell smokes from
TARGET with my fingers, but that
TARGET rolling machine puts my
best makin’s on the back seat! Sure,
you get 40 gummed cigaretie papers
free with every package. TARGET
at 10¢ is the best buy I know of!”



