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OLD MOUND
CITY REFUGE
OF NATCHEZ

i History of the Old‘ Indian
poe \ofi‘llng.e ;l.dl Like Arabian
Knight's Ttale

Interest in Indian chen.:ls and his-
tory s been greatly revived local-
Iy by the announcement that t!u‘
Smithsonian Institute and CWA
Vorkers would open the old mound
at the mouth of Peachtree Creek, on
the north bank of the Hiawassee riv-
e1, for scientific study.

‘A comjplete history of the mound
iz not available. However, bits of ref-
erence gleaned from various sourc-
es and pieced together read like pages
from some Arabian Knight's tale.
About 1775, it was a city of refuge
tor the Natchez Indians, and later a
Baptist Mission was established in
1520 “on the site of the old Natchez
town on the north side of Hiawassee
river, just above the mouth of Peach-
tiee Creek.” It was called by the
Cherokee “Gwalgahi,”” or Frog Place.

In the 19th Annual Report of the
Fureau of American Ethnology, in
Fis “Myths of the Cherokee,” James
Mooney, who is recognized by his-
torians as an authority on the Cher-
ckee, says: “According to a statement
of James Wafford, who was born in
1806 near the site ¢f Clarksville, Ga.,
when this region was still Indian
country, the ‘Notchees' had their town
¢n the north bank of the Hiawassee,
just above the Peachtree creek, on the

spot where a Laptist mission was es-

tablished by the Rev. Evan Jones in
1821, a few miles above the present
Murphy, Cherokee county, North
Carolina, On his grandmother's side
ke himself had a strain of Natchez
blood. His grandmother had told him
that when she was a young woman,
perhaps about 1856, she once had oc-
cassion to go to this town on some
business, wlu'chhahe was obliged “o
.trangact through an interpreter, as
the ﬁmhcz had been the're‘so'short
a time that only one or two spoke any
Clierokee. They were all in one town,
which ¢fe Cherokee called Gwalgahi,
‘Frog Place,” but was unable to say
whether or not it had a town house.”

W. J. Morgan, of Brevard, who
worked for Warren K. Moorehead,
archaeologist, of Andover, Mass,,
and was associated with Dr. Chas, F.
Peabody, head of archaeologist de-
partment of Cambridge University,
and the late W. E. Myer, of the
Smithsonian Institution, in wark in
western North _Carolina and east
Tennessee, in a letter to Fred O.
Scroggs, dated November 28, 1927,
says:

“The Cherokees have a tradition
«f a people that dre generally known
in story as Little People ihat inhabi-
ted the country when they came and
that the little people were eventually
extermingted. The little people were
ssid to be white. This was long be-
fore the coming of the normal size
whites. These liitle people were said
to have had a village at the moond at
the mouth of Peachtree creek on the

north k of the Hiawassee."”
_ Whether or not Mr. Jenpings will
find definite evidence of De Soto’s

vigit to this particular Indian village
is a matter waich only the

of the mound will deterimine. Whi

er it is the site of the ancient town
of Guasili seems to be & matter of
co) e among How-

fver. members of the Smithsonian [

veal that the ancient village Gua-
sili, mentioned in ds hiving
been visited by De Soto on s
dition into this b ¢

And they have some support in this

in 1540, was located at this point. |

Sunflay Entertainment
Given At Macedonia
Church December 12

On Tuesday evening Decemtir 19
the Macsdonin Suncay school nresent-

cd a program at the church. Th
wells, windows and stage wers dec-
cralld with bunches nf Christmis

holly. Near the front of the buil
ctood a beautiful holly tree covere,
with all kinds of Christmes ornaments

The devotional was given by Rev.
Wiley Graham, pastor of the church.
Following the davetional the children
of the smaller classes prezepte; a
song of Welconr to 4he concregation
Reeitations were given by the diff
ent members of the Sunday sahool
Frizes were awarded to those sayving
the best epsech, Blanche Th -m]f.»vﬂ,
Rosa Mae Cook and Gavvain Little
were prize winners. Aftsr the specch-
€5 were given, four plays wers pro-
#inted by the older members of che
Sunday schocl. The program was en-
joved by a larze nunbar of peaple,
among whom were Mr. and Mrs, E.
L. Townson of Murfsiy who sponsor-
€1 41e entertainment and hrought the
program to a happy ending by scry-
ire the Sunday school with fruits and
candies.

op-

Carolina." The principal town is de-
reribed ag being beside a small rapid
stream cloge under a high wounrain,
and the country rourmd about showel
mreater evidence of gold mines *hon
any section the Spaniards had visi‘-
ed vn to that time.

“Here,”" Mooney says, D= Suots
turned to the west, crossing a hien
mounisin range, which appears o
have been th: Blue Ridge, and de-
scending on the other side to a strenm
flowing in the opposite direction,
which was probably one of the uaper
tributaries of the French Broad. Al-
thovah it was late May, chey found it
very cold in the mountains. After
several days of such travel they arriv-
ed, about the end of the month, at
the “own of Guasili, or Guaxule, The
chief and principal men came out
some distapce to welcome them,
fressed in fine robes of skin, with
feather head-dresses, after the fash-
ion of the country. Before reaching
this point, the queen had managed to
make her escape, together with three
slaves of the Spainards, and the last
lreard of her she was on her way back
to hér own country with one of the
runaways as her husband. What
grieved De Soto most in the mutier
was that she took with her a small
kox of pearls which he had intedned
to take from her before releasing
her, but had left with her for the
present in order ‘not to discontent
her altogteher.’

“Guaxule (Guasili) ig deseribed as
a very large town surrounded by a
a number of small mountain streams
which united to form a large river
down which the Spaniards proceeded
g&fter leaving the place. Here, as else-
where, the Indians received the white
men with kindness and hospitality—so
much so that the name of Guaxule
became to the army a synonym of
geod fortune. Among other things they
gave the Spainards 300 dogs for
food, although, according to the
Elvas narrative, the Indians them-
selves did not eat them. The principal
officers of the expedition were lodg-
ed in the ‘chief’s house,” by which we
are to onderstand the town house,
which was upon a high hill with a
to the top. From

a close study of the narrative, it ap-
nedrs that this ‘hill’ was no other than
the great Nachoochee mound in

northwest gf the present town of
M : the Spaniards,
ooney says Spani , 8c-
cording to the of

- T
"Gacate  procseded

LIQUOR WAS
SERVED PUPILS
% YEARS AGO

Bud Nelson ofﬁ-Toplon.

Wihen

Remembers
Schoolmasters Brought
Jug and Candy

| ANDREWS. Dec. 15 (Special) —
That whiskey and red candy were
served @as a treal to his pupils by a
Cherckee county schoclmasier 50
yoars ago may seem ineredible now,
L_ut_ according to the memory of Bud
Nelson, of Topton, who ieclares he
was one of tha pupils, it was not
considered an unusual oceruance i
that distant pre-prohibition day. This

and uth_\ r stories on the olden <ime
when liquor was a nouschold c¢om-
mudity have been brought to lizht

Iy tne recent agittation over the re-
peal ot the 18th amednment,

The occasion of <he treat referred
L3 was at the clogze of a school taught
ai Red slarble school house by David
Whitaker who was reputed to be one
of the most successsful schoo] teach-
erg of hiz day. Whitaker, it Seems,
had a unigue philosophy of dizelipine
in his school. He did not denounce
Eie pupils for doing anything .hi
their parents permitied them to do
st long as tnewr conduct did not in-
tercfere with the work of the school,
ihis liberal sttiiude on the part of
the schoolmaster was no douuvt wall
adapted to the spirit of the pionce:
Laye. It probably saved him from
many embarassing situations.

Brought Jug And Candy

His custom was to creat the nupils
cn the last duy of the school term
which was  regarded by the pupis
themselves as an inaleinable right,
When the last day of school came,
as Mr. Nelson relates the story,
Schoolnaster Whitaksr diveceed  his
papils to form in line cutside the
iog schoolhouse. He then brought a
gallon jug and a2 box of red ecandy,
vhe candy was distributed first and
‘hen the one drinking cup available
was passed in turn from pupil to gu-
pil whilz the schoolmaster meted out
t> each waiting youngster what in
kis discretion was a safe and gener-
ous treat. What would be the effect
of such a procedure in this modern
aay is indeed interesting Lo conuem-
rlate. :
Records of the ploneers who first
=ettled in the Valley Riwver country
zbout the time of the removal of the
Cherokee Indians to the west show
that whiskey soon becane an impor-
tant article ¢f trade between the set-
tlers and the merchants who es-
tablished trading posts in ¢he new
country.

In the letters written by Colonel
Viaugh to Walker giving directions as
tc the zondveet of the husiness
vaent reference is made <o the mak-
ing, handling, and sellinz of whiskey,

Whiskey Much In Demand

Writing from his home in Wilkes-
horo in 1845, Colonel Waugh said:
“Whiskey is much in derand as
there will be no brandy wméade here
{Hz year. De not send your whiskey
oif unless you find it will command
a good price, say forty or fifty cents
a gallon by the barrel. Examine
whiskey barrels close that they do not
‘eak. We are selling whiskey at 75
cents retail, so I wunt you to send

e

me 100 gallons if you can get it
hauted.”

Again in 1845, he wrote: “I hope
you will have gobd made to

kold all the whiskey you make. Have
it all clarified by running through
charcoal so that it will sell for twelve
and & half cents a gallon more than
common whiskey. I have no doubt
that the price of whiskey will he up
next spring to 50 cernts a gallon.”

In mnother letter dated the same
year he wrote: “I want you to have
your whiskey made good and by
clurifying it yoo can add at least six
age. If you take pains

]
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'MRS. JAMES BEARD
DIES AT SUIT, 21ST

Mrs, James

Thursday, Dee
home of her
Ketnum, at S

Jackson County whete fae

Svlva is now located

were earried to  Bryson | f
iuneral and interment last Satuday
She is survived by her husban
end four children, one son, Gran
Benrd, of Biyion Ciy; three daugh
ters, Mrs. Robert Cline, of Ela: Mrs
Fatz Wiggin Bryson City, an
Mrs. 3. AL K um, « sScit,  One

viother, Mr. P
in the battle of

who was woun e
Malvern Hill darine

the Civil War, also survives.

the Murphy branch of the railroac
from abou. 18585 1o 1500 and wa
e shipping point for goods bought

Bradles's plice beside

fvhe old Graham coonty  road that
wound it way aer he mountaine
to reach the railroad sation. Just
up the river a short distance  the

Lnion Lumber Company had estab-
lished a big saw mill that employed
hundreds of men. All these cireum-
stances conspired to increase Brad-
ley's trade.

Bradley is said to havi
known

been well

for his generous hospitalily
to buth stranger and friend and in
hiz home some visitor was nearly al-

ways present for a meal o1 a night's
lodging. On week-ends his =aloan
wits the scene of coaviviality and
high carnival.

Many rumors still survive of the
mysterious disappearance of more
than one stranger who stopped <o
dine and drink at Byadley’s =aluon,

Fut investigation of these rumors
rcveals that they are without foun-
dation in fact. Bradley's deaih i= re-

perted to have been
his excessive use of his own bever-
pres and with hizs passing his place
of business wag closed and disband-
ed.

Whiskey Sought By Indians

The whiskey and brandy made by
the white people were vagerly sought
ny the Indians. It was not ancom-
ron for the Indians to break in.o
the places where whizkey was stored
hind help themselves by quenching
wigir thirst and carrying away all
they could. Sometimes the Indians
would bring in skins or other Hems
to barter for whiskey. When the trad
vas made they would usually hurry
to some secluded szpot and drink
themselves drunk as quickly as pos-
sible,

One of the tragedies that is sadly
recalled by many old residents took
place 1 conneciion with the setal-
ing of whiskey by the Indiansz. It was
the accidental killing of young Al-
Yert Scott by Bent Tatham at the aold
Valles Piver bridge just west of An-
drews,

Tatham who owned
had been iroubled by the Indians
stealing his whiskey, It was found
that they came across the Snowhird
mountains fromm Graham county and
crossed the Valley river on the brdge
which was a wooden,-covered struc-
ture.

By carefully watching the trails
Trtham was aware of the approach
of the Indians and fheir attempt to
steal his whiskey. He and his sons
sceompanied by Scott  determined
that they would surprise the Indians
wid1 their load of stolen whiskey at
the covered bridge and take them
at once into custody. The Tatham
bews hid themselves near one end
c¢f the bridge while Scott and the
older Tatham guarded the other end.

When the Indians entered the
bridge (hey found themselves hem-
med in =o that escape seemed impos-
sible. One Indlian more daring than
the others made a break for freedom
and was halted by Tatham whe
thrust his gun close up to the In-
dian’s body. The Indian not to be
sut¢dona kocked the gun upward
which caused it to explode perma-
turely, the load missing the Indian
end taking full effect in the face of
Albert Scott who was standing mear
the end ¢ the bridge. In the ~on-
fusion that followed the Indians
made their escape but Scott lived only
2 few minutes.

Scott was a popular young man
and much loved by Tstham and his
family. His desth was the occasion
of great griel to the entire commun-
ity and it is said that Tatham’s sor-
row would have been no greater had
|it been one of hiz own sons who wus
the victim of the accident.

HATTIE PALMER
Sedut Office

a distillery

brought on by |

$2,181.55 SALES
TAX COLLECTED
IN CHEROKEE

Tax Reli<f Greater For First Quar-
ter by Nearly Twenty to
One, Figures Show

While the prople of

Sverokee coun-

Lty were paying $2,181.55 in the 3
tereint sales tex levy, they were sav-
g $41,344.00 on  their property

% according to figuves bade pub-

week by A, J. Maswell, Com-

sfans; Revenue, dealing with
property tax relief afforded in Cher-
okee county by sales tax and athey

uete of the 1933 General Assembly

and sales tax paid for the first quar-
Ler,
| The veleascd by Mr, Max-
| well ebow  property tax reductions
afterded by (1) remaval of 15¢ levy
cor zchools; (2) elimination of levivs
for current c®penses  for districts
county wide and ecinl  charter
schuols. Tae fisures tol ow:
Sales Taxes Ccllected
July ... e $ 6Hu3.33
August ... Sid.42
September 1,083.80
Total

2,181.54
i roperty Tax Relief Afforded

as Follws:
triet levies, eurrent

e . . 2 3,744.00
'L charter, current
exXpense
15 cont eounty-wi_q
lewy e iew :
Current expense for six-
months school
Total

1744200
14,514.00

5.644.00
1154400
| represent the act-
ual reductions in dollnr fevies which
viire rolieved in your county by
£62 f the fuct that . 1e Sta‘e 0f North
]t'-.:rolm._l ton_\!: over the opemation of
ithe entire eight-months school term,”
Mr. Maxwell said in making the fig-
ures public. *“In  taking over our
schools, the State reduced the cost of
operation in  the schools which
emounted in 1932 to approximately
$23,000,000.00 to approximazely $16,-
000,000.00 for 1933, therchy result-
ng In oo saving to the taxpayers of
the State of approximately $7,000,-
000.00 in operating eost. The proper-
1y tax relief afforded for the entire
State avcunipd o $11,4745,549.00,
“Sales t axes collected in your coun-
ty for the first three months are he-
Lw the avernge collections for the
enire year as our collections nra be-
ing improved fiom monw to month.
Fut, atter allowing for tae reason-
able inctease in the sales tax  col-
lections in your county  which are
cnticipated, it will be observed that
the property owners in your county
are relievid of property taxes in the
censiderable amount shown and that
the ziles tax collections dn yaur coun-
ty will be far less than the property
tax relief afforded.

“The salts tax payments are made
by all of the pecple in the county
tetner than thoase wha happen to be
owners of property,

“If the relief property taxpayers
in your couniy is not fully reflected
in the actual levies made in your
county for 1933 taxes, it would not
be becsuses the relief was not af-
torded by 1933 legislation, it would
be on account of Jevies being made
for purposes which were not inelud-
ed in the levy of 1932, or for increas-
¢ in debt service requirements or
relief work. Tn saying this, we are
not crilicising any local authorities
a= situations Jmve arisen in some
counties on account of debt serviee
requirements, relief p s, ete.,
for which local authorities have found
that they must make levies for county
purposes other than schools or in con-

ures given

rideration of relief conditions in
SR e

“In rty erg in the
?t"lte were assessed 115'4"7'5,%0.'0‘0
or school operating cost. This is now
un};ﬁbl& eliminated. r::__z?sz the
State was r to contribute ap-

prximately $12,000,000.00 addéd to
above amomit for sgchool operat]
rurposés. In doing this, in a two 'y
period, the State Etﬂrled a deficit of
cver $15,000,000.00.

“By cnactment of the sale tax and
economies and oonsolidations in op-
cration of schools, the State is on a
sound finamcial basis, §
ncw exceeding its expendituras and
rroperiy has been entirely relieved of
ali operating cost of schools.”




