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REWARD OF
MERIT
B

By WILLIAM H. LEACH

€. MeClure News=paper Svndicate
WNIT SBervics

LL Crawfordsville had erowded
into the little town hall for the
homecoming  eelehration.  The
dignitaries of the ocension

were orzaniting at the entrance for the
mireh to the pintform. There village
offivials and rhe loenl predchers erowi

ed nround the speaker of the day

enger tn be recognized as part of the |

eucontinls,

The platform was empty save for
the chalrs earefully arranged and one
who sat at one enil. He wns g
hulk of a fellow, dressed In »
worn dauzshbor aalform with s
decoration on his breast. A palr ot
larze dork glasses covered his evies

The speaker noticed him and turped
to the chairman In Inquiry,

“Soldier of the Waorld war" he ex
plained. “The only one we have wha
won A croix de guerre™

“Blind?

"Plind ns a bat, and stone deaf™

“How did he get his decoration?

The chalrman hrought un his hands
In Imnileatlon of lgnorance

“In fact | don’t Enow muech about
hlim, No one does. One of the papers

got hold of him some wav and oy
t him In for tho ecelehration
r tn come, too, when we finally

got the messnge across to him™
“Ump! Too bad” the speaker. evi
dently relleved that he wonld hnve |t
le competition for attention
k to his group and thex
to their positions,
for Crawfordsville,

mnreled

But it was a greater doy for Peter |

Kelly.

He mizht he blind as a bat and deat
ns a post but his Imagination was see
inz wonderful sizhts on this day, Iis
nind survered twenty years in n sec
He saw plenty and famine, wars
and peace, patn and Joy, love and hate
Wt ahove all these rather petty things
—petty to him Just now—Dhe saw one
ereat fdeal of human service; he saw
the Justifieatlon of a 1ifelong amhl
tlon which had been handled roushls
bt now came to clalm its own

It was just twenty years hefore that
he bond stood on the platform of the
villaze school of Crawfordsville and re-
celved hls diploma.

Senator Harrington had addressed
the class which was geaduating.  His

gubject had been “The Compensntion |

of Public Service.” He recounted the
etory of his own life, telling of the
rise of the barefoot boy to a position
of zreat responsibility.

Young Kelly had eagerly listened to
fach word. He eould still reeall, word
for word, parts of that great address,

“My young gentlemen,” the senator
gl said, “there Is but one rule to a
suecessfol and happy lfe, That Is the
#tandard of unselfish service. All oth-
er things fall, All that glistens Is not
gold. But it Is written In the very life-
Wood of the universe that the man
who serves his fellow men will be
smiled upon by the gods. The law of
#ervice never falls. The reward of
eacrificial living may be long delayed—
the mills of gods grind slowly—but the
reward Is inevitable. Sooner or later
his fellow eitizens will eall him from
bis hnmble abode of labor and place
the crown of public esteem upon his
brow. Some day he may stand. as |
ftand here, before those whom he has
served, beloved and respected by all
His words then will be the golden ap-
fles of advice which they consume
with engerness and affectlon.”

5 From that day Peter Kelly began to
ve,

Of course he had to start o a rather
lowly capacity.

He got a job as timekeeper In the
focnl woolen mills, but the opportuni-
tles for service are present In a place
&5 common as that. He found himself
lending aid to the familles of those
Who tolled. More than once he paid
the doctor blils for some hard-pressed
toller, The men took the money and
Emlled at what they considered his
Dalve philosophy. They thought that
It was the bunk. But the mills of gods
Erind slowly. He could afford to walt.

Then h—11 broke out on earth and
the World war was on. Pete kissed
his old father and mother goodbye and
Joined the first contingent of volun-
leers in the county. For a time he
really tasted the sweets of public es-

There were parties, dinners and pret-
&y pirls,

In the fever of the moment he mar-
Hed one who swore that she would be
faithfal to him t death and he
Marched away with a proud and hap-
¥ heart.

h&rmmmm:mmm“
Where he Jooked for Ideallsm he
fought lice and muddy trenches, pro-
Ity, dirty storles, fights and sex.
But he kept the flame of fdealism high.
Hia heart had been touched in a way
that the others would not understand.

turned |

It was n great day | |

Mghting thay wars should be oo more

"Bt n

What n ¥ to pay in th fight
for demicraey

One dpy ther sivod il up In A ling
and some one ping Lo

1 to his

hrenst and kissed bim on

k.
Afteronrds it ¢

Inwnied apon him thar

he had been honoped

i hion no ik

him back

T 1 him in a &

eiarned ¢ tem by the press: of
tho hasd and thex taught him 8 gse
b trade—thnt  of brooms,
Finally as full e -miaker b
Aent boack to Cr

wiher whs slive and

’ the  broom Indusire In
ol of his homs

mother would lead hi
around as he souzht to make his sq

Fanny, toe wor bride, bad ses
n' divores on tie
Al lenst, th

zave the p

wns the reason the b

the mngistente fv

fd for

3
T

shonlid e
A Pete Kelly to pay for n moment's
mndness
| =0 ke Back room Petes Kelly
| worked o his brooms all day lonez.

He
| slehtices exes looked towsrd the heav

The

waorked with his fingers bt his

oS, wes hotlh saw and pleas

He was making hrooms v i

mike honsework 1 er. It was honor
F emaployment. There was the plead

ing tha
ple would

day iz awn townsg

him farth

thelr loyalty to him
Every time a

il express

Ol eheek

nsed the opportunity

came his mother
to 1

|
| Sl ey

sou were, Peter,” she
woulil saxy, “What's the use of the
money when son can't see por hear

| Your fite frivmla hove foreotten o
They gave you dinners when yvou went
away. Dut they won't buy your brooms
now, "

I'eter would shoke his head.

“It tnkes time.™ he would =ay, “tut
| the rewards of serviee are sure”

Then one day two men called at the
house to see him.

They asked the mother It he had
really receivied the Freneh decaration
for bravery, She proudly displayed
the cross

Then they gave
him to participate in the he
eelebreation. Peter was to hav
of prominence on the platform.

Thus, st last, comes the hour of tri-
amph.

Now the great hour has arrived
Unable to hear a word sald his mind
draws Its own pletures. He hears the
speaker giving a word pletnre of the
battle tn which he feil. Leaning for
ward In his chair he nods to the audl
ence. He thinks he hears cheers. e
Znows that they soon will be ealling

the Invitation for
wenming
A &eat

has known for years—just what he
will say when the time comes.

In the meantime the program goes
smoothly on. A loeal preacher glves
the Invocation. A qunartette sings. The
chairman Introduces the spesker in a
ten-minnte speech. The great man
steps up and orates. The entire as
sembly, tired with sitting on folded
chalrs, rises and sings Americn.

It is not untfl the room has been
practically vacated by the mnolsy.
swenty throng that the chalrman no
tices that Peter has been left on the
platform. He motions to the custodi-
an to go to the platform and bring him

the door.
m’l‘he custodian touches his arm. The
blind soldier Interprets It as his cue
to speak. He tnkes one step forward
and smilez Then 1o the heavy unregu
lated volee, 20 mmrlnon to those who

hear, he begins:
mﬂ;::!nw citizens. This trlhnt!; which

ve today paid me touches my
{z:‘y r;:;art. More than that it justifies
my philosophy of life. 1 have nlwnys
pelleved and still do believe that when
one sacrifices for his country and his
fellowmen, sooner or later, the reward
will come. Sometimes It Is long de-
Jayed but it comes. The mills of gods
grind slowly. Let the little boys and
girls here treasure these words In their
m:‘::l'n the custodian teuched his arm.
He ylelded to the touch and accom-
panled him from the platform. Prmldi
Iy he murched through the central
aiste to the doo;. noﬁd'l::g to one side

¢ a8 he wan
.ngg;:::h:mmﬂy were not much lu:-
pressed with the quality of the met;.e
ing. Most of them agreed that e
snenker wWis awful “Full 'of Imlcnmy.d
one expressed 1% “Wasn't the blin
proom-maker funiny sitting on the plat:
- another.

mg::'t :::d doy ended In a flame of
beauty for Peter Kelly and a str:n;xiu
spirit of peace took possession oﬂ 15
soul. For tha spirit of service had re-

celved fts rewnrd

;ﬁghung o go back to Fanny and
t‘;l; her wurds of approval.
ien one day he wok
hospltnl, i S |
His eres were handaged, He felr
the smouth hanas of the nurses as
they moved ang washed bim. He di4
bemr their vol %0 he learned
was deat. When the handazes
"I chansed he foune I -v
conld not gpe . i
He wgs |

| complete

on him to say something. He knows— |

(ontrasts # Siam

A Quaint Slamese Cart

Prepared by Nattonal Geowrnphie Soclety
Warhincton, D C—WXNU Saervice

LAM still Is sriental 1n spirit, but

possesses modern oceldental ap-

pointments of great variety. In
==imilating things western, Siain
alned its distinctive Individu
Few countries offer more star-
tiing contrusta

It Is not unusual In Slamese cities
o see polleemen halting motor anid
street car traflic to make way for some
Ealeldoscopie medieval pageant. Vith
modern  hospitals and  dispensaries
many people still prefer
i concoctions made from rhi
neceros horng, snake galls. amj strange
herbs. Slow-moving oxearts and shuf.
fling »lephants vle with motorears for
the right of way on many country
roads. Sihmess Rebecens In PBangkok
till thelr fars (or oll tins) with wnter
at sanitary street hydreants. In some
parts of north Siam tiger whiskers are
consldered much more effective in pun
tshing nn enemy than is a police court.

Yet, on the visit or the king and
queen of Siam to the United States In
1031, when King Prajadhipok revealed
his keen interest in athletics, radio,
and metlon pletures, and dlscussed In
excellent English with newspaper cor-
respondents and business leaders such
thinzd as free press and democracy.
while the queen played golf, many peo-
ple were nmazed to discover how mod-
ern the royal family really wons

Again, throngh the fortheoming visit
of the klng for further oplical treat
ment, the “Land of the Free” In Asin
will meet our United States and mutunal
cppreciation will be Increaseil

Slam a Land of the Free? Sueh 1Is
the meaning of Muang Thal, the nome
by which the Slamese have always
Enown thelr country. Superficially, It
might seem somewhat of an anomaly ;
for, until less thar two years ago, when
a constitotion was born, Siam was the
sole remaining absolute monarchy In
the Family of Nations

Yet the name Muang Thal has sig-
nificance. Of all the numerous races
and tribal groups who In soccesslve
migrations have .wept down across
southern Asin, unly the Slamese have
emerged vietorlous Against many vl
cissitudes they hove maintained their
Independence and forged
themselves n modern state.

Today we can step aboard the magic
carpets provided by Imperial Alrways,
% L. M, and Alr-France at London,
Amsterdam, or Marsellles and be
whisked away to this Interesting ori-
ental iand In a Uitle over a week, for
Sinm lles at the unerial crossroads of
the Far East. Or we can go by boat
and drop off at Penang, Singapore, or
Hong Kong, #8 Bangkok Is licked to
Penang by truln, to Hong Kong by lo-
eal steamer, and o Singapore by both.

in the long curving sweep of Bang.
kok’s river highway, the Me Nam Chao
Phraya, ls revealed the pageant of
Siam’s commercial activity. Many of
Bangkok's 80 rlce mills line the water
front. Chinese junks and lighters elot-
ter thefr wharves, with endless queues
of perspiring, bare-backed coolles
dumping baskets of sice in thelr hokls.
Other boats lit their rough matting
galls and slip ‘ownstream to the off-
coast island of Koh S1 Chang, where
deep-draft steamers take on cargo.

Nearly 90 per cent of all Slam's for
elgn trade moves op and down this wa-
terway, accompunled by all the strange
gmells and erles pecullar to an oriental
port.

As a capltal city, Bangkok 1s not old.
It 1s but & few years senlor to Wash-
fngton, on the Potomac. The New
Rama 1 bridge. 1ts eDoimMous spans
etched sharply against a background
of colorful temples and water-front
shops, gives the city Its date iine. This
475-foot structure, first to link the two
portions of the city, was dedicated in
April, 1932, In commemeration of the

ality,

e,

Ieinal

noquis, surrvunded oy  parssola of
state, and accompianied by the princes
nnd high officiale, he made the first
crossing of the bridge,

America has touched Slam in many
ways. Through Amerenn missionarles
modern medicine was first practicsd
and progressive schools developed In
the country. Americans brought the
first printing presses and nlso adapted
the 44 consonants and 20 vowel and
tonnl marks of the Slamese written
lingunze to the heybonrd of & type
writer.

aled by american navisers of for-
elgn affairs, Sinm, In 3125, secured the
abrogation of sitgrown extoaterritorial
treaties and won her eomplete sover-
elimty.

Originating In the mission schools,
the physical-training Wlea has spread
rapldly throughout the land. The Inte
king himself was Scout Chlef for the
Wil Tiger corps. Although that organ-
lzation has since ceased to function, its
spirit Is ecarrled on In a Boy Scout or-
ganization known as the Wild Tiger
Cubs.

Educatlion tns become compulsory.,
More than S8 per cent of local schools
and H0 per cent of government schools
are situated 'n monasteries or are mod-
ern outzrowths of the old temple
schoola. In Bangkok, too, Is a well-
functioning university and medieal
school.

In the east of Slam. bordering on
French Indo-China, Is a wide moun-
tain-encircled platean, 500 feet to H00
feet above sea level and tilted slightly
to the easl, =0 that It drains Into the
mighty Mekong.

During the slx-months’ dry season
this territory Is very arld, and during
the ralna it Is often heavily fooded;
consequently It is the poorest section
in Slan, and the people often have dif-
ficulty in securing a comfortable lUve.
Tihood.

Until recently, when the rallway was
extended beyond Nagor Rajlasima
{Korat) to Ubol Rajadhani, the people
were severely handleapped In gettlng
thelr produce out to market centers
Counslderable wealth, however, lles In
the redwood and other forests located
In the mountnins. These and other re-
sources will be developed beeause rall-
roads and highways are belng estended
into the region.

Chandaburl provinee, bordering the
Gulf of Sinm, Ands prosperity In Its
forested allls, In pepper, coffee, and in
ruby, sapphire, nnd =l |

South Siam embodies about one-half
of the elonguted Malay penisula, with
ita popu'ation graflually shading Into
nlmost pure Malay. Like lower Malaya,
it Is rich In minerals, especially tin,
nad also produces considerable quantl-
ties of rubber. In normal times an av-
erage of nine milllon dollars’ worth of
tin annually goes Into ferelgn marts
from these mines

Eastward, westward, and northward
from Bangkok stretches the vast al
luvial plain of central Slam, level an a
table top—the rice granary of the coun-
try. It is the heart of the kingdom and

Housewife's Idea Box

When Doing Fine Sewing
When dui i

st by

perspiro

this dittic ' r o he sure
that the il clean, make
n soly el water,  Dip
Your hands into this before starting
t sew. Dy them shly and
You will have no tronble In Keeping
them drey.

THE HOUSEWIFE

Cop & ¥ I'ulilie L r, ine

Millions of Cars Junked

Fiftes million autvmabiles lnve
| kid In the United Stntes
sinee 1S0—and ahy n fifth of that

her were mar reed prior to

1 =it there e

o In use some GaaRNE qutome
hil which are more than seven
= obl.  Tles life of the averapgs
antomehile of 1031 1= eatimated] at
L Years, as compared to fin k-

of = In 1600

a total of ahout

HOVET Y Sinee
TN (N now

cars have been sould

Keeps Skin Young
Absarhy i

blemishes and discolorations usi
Mercolized Wax dimly as directad !nvlubnlg
articlea of akin are freed and all
efects such ns kheads, tan, freckles and

Lo, res disn . Skin m then be:
lulr; mnr. ‘\rdvm and l;.ﬂ—li:ca looka

jears younger. Mercolized Wax bru ut
Yous hdden beanty At all leading donpsists

—Powdered Saxolite-
ply dissolve oo mn:-f:é?:f:hm ln‘t:ni{f‘i:';
Witeh Basel and uss dasly a8 face lonens

HENG> E" AW BdpiER
For Men and Women who will learn
BEAUTY CULTURE or MEN'S BARBERING.
Let MOLER SYSTEM give yoo a real start
in life. Earn while you learn, Write tsiay
for our FREE booklot No. 40 W. and Jearn

how we help yue to n good paying =
u&- or :‘,Lulillﬁl of your own. ‘E"i‘u

MNOLER SYSTEM, 43} Peachires St., Attanta, Ga.

PLATES
By Mail

Roofless  $15.00
_ Fdl ., $1000
You take your own impression

| in plaster the same as a

dentist does.
Send $2.00 jor “Impression Bire Box"

Money returned if you are not
satisfied when you examine it

MIAMI DENTISTS

219 Shoreland Bldg., Miami, Fla.
Reference: Firat Nasional Bank, Missd

Root of Heppiness
Happiness does not come  from
what we have, It comes from what
we enjoy.

\be sopree of nloe-tenths of As wealth,
An area of roughly 50,000 square miles
Is enclosed between the high mountain
backbone that extends along the Burmsa
border and the battlements that face
the Korat plateau.

What the Nile Is to Egypt the Ma
Nam Chao Bhraya Is to this fertils
ralley. Every year durlng the summer
ralny season the river overflows Its
banks nand stretches out through ite
network of canals and distributaries,
depositing rich slit and providing the
required water for the rice lands.

Nearly two-thirds of all Siam's ex-
port trade consists of rice. Most of
the people devote thelr lives to its cul-
t'vatlon.

Chlengmal, second city of Slam, was
founded In the Eleventh century, and

hundred ftieth annk 'y of the
g::ndln; of Bangkok and the relgn of
the present Chakkri dynasty.
Extensive festivities brilliant in orl
ental splendor attended its dedication.
At six o'clock :n the morning on that
April day, after aaving sald prayers
and lighted Incense before the statue
of the Rama I, which stands at the
approach of the bridge, King Prajadbi
pok, c'ad In ancestral garments, cut
the thread of silk that barred the en-
trance. Then, .nounting the golden pa

uently Y 0
nelghboring principalities. Because of
its importance, it long sat on the fence
between Burma and Siam and was
pulled first one way and then the other,

nccording to which rival sought by |

force of arms to clalm Its allegiance,

Chlengmal Is attractively located on
the Me Ping, one of the chlef tributa-
ries of the Me Nam Chao Bhraya. Be
yond It stretches 2 rice pinin backed
by the imposing 6,500-foot mountain of
Dol Sutep.

. DUTCH TULIP BULBS, Any color. $3.03
i 106, BULF IMPORTER. W. -
42 May St.. New Rochelle, N. Y.

| Pamay Yiants, World's largest and most
beautiful strain, Mixed ecolors, 100 plants
prepaid $1. C.C. Drecey, Flortat, Delaware,0,

“Bee-Less Farm Radio™ $19935. R
no B battery.  Marvelous tone.
Badie,

103 N. Tth st Minn,




