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CURRENT EVENTS
PSS N REVIEW

INTERNATIONAL ARMY IN THE
SAAR—COLD SHOULDER FOR
ELECTRIC POWER PEOPLE.

By EDWARD W. PICKARD

& Weatern Newspapar Unlon

OLDIERS from Great Britain, Italy

Sweden sand Holland, to the num-
ber of 3,300, under the command of
Ma). J. E. 8. Brind, a British vet-
eran of severnl wnrs,
marched into the Saar
from north snd south
with flying colors, and
were stntioned at stra
tegic points thronghout
the area, prepared to
maintain order untll
after the plebiscite of
January 13 which will
determine whether the
Saar shall again be
come a part of Ger-
many or remain under
control of the League of Nationg The
arrival of the troops was watched by
the league authorities with consider-
able anxiety for there had been fears
that Nazi enthusiasts there might cause
trouble. But the inhabitants of the
basin remained quniet, none of them
showing either enmity or enthusiasm |
for the league's armed forces

Under the terms of the treaty of
Versallles any person living in the
Saar at the time of the signing of the
treaty Is eligible to vote in the plebl-
au:iu»_‘ and the Nazlg of Germany made
great efforts to gather as many of
their mdherants as possible from other
lands to which they had migrated.
From the United States 352 Saar Ger-
mans traveled back to their old home
abourd the liner Bremen, and were wel-
comed with feasts, as was another
large contingent from South America
The German government denied that
it was paying the expenses of these
voters from abioad, asserting they
were financed by private donationsa.

Major Brind

P.’-Y;\Cl»} in central Enrope wns pro-
moted by two events. The Jugoslay
lan eabinet resigned and a new eabinet
was formed with Bogoljub Yevtiteh as
premier. As foreign minister he had
conducted the case of his country
against Hungary before the league of
Natlons and accepted the compromise
decision, and he is @ close friend of
Prince Paul, head of the regency, who
is lnclined to & moderate course.

The Austrian government refused the
extradition to Frunce of Colonel Per- {
chevich, Croat exile, who wis aceused, |
along with Dr. Ante Pavelich, of Insti- |
gating the assassination of King Alex-
ander in Marseilles. Italy had previ-
ously refused the extradition of Pave-
Heh, It is said in informed quarters
that further examination of these two
men would have revealed faets that
would have endangered peace in Eu-
FOTHE

F ANY doubt existed that Japan
would denounce the Washington

naval treaty, It was dissipated by the
actlon of the privy council. That pow-
erful body of stutesmen, meeting with
all ceremony, unanimonsly recommend-
ed abrogation of the puct to Ewmperor
Hirohito, whose speady approval was
given,

Baron Kiichiro Hiranuma, vice pres
Ident of the councll, rend the report to
the emperor and afterward said to the
press: “The fmperial government de-
sires continuation of clauses of the
Washington treaty relating to limita-
tion of fortifientions and naval bases
In the Paclfie ocean, but, if such
clauses are terminated, the govern-
ment s prepared to cope with the sit-
nation.”

In plain words, then, Japan wants
equality on the high seas with the
United States and Great Britain, but
wants the United States to remain re-
stricted ns to Its Paclfic ocean de
fenses.

ENATORIAL Investigators of mu-
nitions and the War department

;- | sharp reply rejecting the proposal of

Lieutenant Colone! C. T. Harrls of
the army sald he never heard of a
plan to lcense the press

The cight bills which the nrmy has
ready for presentation In case of war
would nuthorize a military draft, per-
mit government control of material re-
sources and speedy condemnation of
property needed in the war, set vp a
‘system of marine and war risk insur-
ance amd create an adm!nistration over
war trade, a war finance corporation
and a committee to supervise capital
Issues

Dl. CHARLES A. LINDBERGH, by
his flights acvross Arctic regions in
1933, has enabled the Department of

Iy that the spores of plant disease can
be borne on remote air currents,

With a spore trap of his own t]i‘\‘fsn-
| Ing, which he cnlled “the skyhook.
Caolonel Lindbergh obtalned specitiels
which confirmed the previous theorles
of government experts that plant dis-
enses may be carried even ACTOSS con-
tinents by air currents

That was announced by Fred Q
AMeier, the department expert who in-
Colonel Lindbergh in  the

terested
work.

| Colonel Lindbergh devised his “the
| skyhook,” a light, strong contrivance,
easy to opernte and well adapted to
protecting sterile glass slides from con-
tamination except for the time they
were exposed. Mr, Meler prepared the
glides and has examined and . photo-
graphed them. He eredits Colone! Lind-
bergh with enreful work.

OSEPH BROWN BANBORN, war-
time commander of the One Hun-

dred Thirty-first infantry, formerly the
Illinois “Dandy First,"” and wearer of
six war decorntions from fovr nations,
died In Chicago nt his home. He held
the rank of lleutenant general, retired,
in the Tllinois state gunrd.

As communder of the One Hundred
Thirty-first regiment Sanborn was ex-
traordinarvily active, though then sixty-
three yvears old, He distinguished him-
self on the British front.

FTER winning the handicap prize

in the England-to-Melbourne alr
rnce, the giant American-bullt plane
Ulver, pride of the Royal Dutch Alr
Lines, started on a speed flight from
Amsterdam to Batavia, Juva, with sev-
en persons aboard. During a thunder
storm it crashed In the desert ten
miles from Rutha Wells, Irak. and
burned to cinders, all its occupants
perishing.

LECTRIC utllity eompanies of the
United States;, worrled by the pow- |
er program of the New Deal, appeaied |
to Prestdent Roosevelt (o abandon the
movement toward pub-

m lie owmershilp which
==5%  threatens, they say, to
deprive milllons of se-
curity holders of thelr
savings. The plen
wis presented to the
Pr ut  personally
by Thomags N, Me-
Carter, president of
the Edison Eleetrie in-
stitnte.  That gentle-
man  promised that
the utilities would ef-
fect the reforms in financing that Mr.
Roosevelt has called for, and then re-
quested that the zovermment Join with
the institute In a sult to test the con-
stitutionality of the Tennesse¢ Valley

authority.

In the meworial he handed to the
President, Mr, McCarter gave It ag his
own oplnfon that the government in
the TVA experiment ls exceeding Its
constitutional powers and Infringlng
the soverelgn rights of the state. Pa
cited the Joint opinlon of Newton D,
Baker, Democrat, and James M. Beck,
Republiean, that TVA Is nnconstitu-
tlonal and the “similar conclusion™ of
Unietd States Judge W, L. Grubb In a
recent decision.

Mr. Roosevelt turned the memorial
over to Frank R. McNinsh, chalrman
of the federal power commission, and
he and his alds speedily prepared a

il

T. N. McCarter

co-operntion In carrying the matter to
the Supreme court. .
*In all the history of the American
people,” it said, “no parallel for wach a
oposal can be found. . . .. :
is mot for the government to hal}, but
for the Industry to step and move
forward along progre lines ™

of course,” it econtinued, “a legal right
to promote litigatlon to test the act
creating the Tennessee Valley Author-
ity or any substantinl progress toward
placing the Industry on a sound and
permanent basts untll it cleans its own
housge, reduces excessive rates to con-
sumers and ellminates the mal

and abuses which are responsible for its
present condition.”

Agriculture to demonstrate conclusive- |

cent of the consumers.”

be generated and sold for.

tive competition or strangulation®.”

USINESS

Sulphur Springs. W. Va,, drew op &
long list of things they want- the gov-
ernment to do or pot to do, and then
created a “business conference com-
mittee™ that will have headquarters in
Washington aoc maintain “lialson™
with the sdministration.

to the government are phrased In in-
offensive ianguage and the idea Is con-
veyed that the business men earnéstly
desire to co-operate rather than critl-
cize. ‘The things they ask are substan-
tinlly the same as those sought by the
National Assoclation of Mannfacturers

and the Chamber of Commerce of the |

United States, previonsly summarized
in this column. The esserce of It all
Is that government should attend more
to Its traditional functions and permit
business to put men and eapital back
to work.

HRISTMAS in the White House

was a season of jollity and noise,
especial attention belng given to the
entertainment of the younger members
of the large house party. Firsl, on
Christmas eve, the President lighted
the community Ch:istmas
Lafayette park, and then he read Dick-
ens’ “Christmas Carol™ to the assem-
bled family. Enrly next mornlng the
children gathered In Mr.
room and opened thelr gifts, and then
had a frolle around the tree in the up-
stalrs corridor.

Mrs. Elizabeth Donper Roosevelt of
Philadelphin, former wife of Ellott
Roosevelt, was a guest at the White
House with her small son, Willlam
Donner Roosevell.

h/I ARTIN J. INSULL, brother of
Samuel, wiis given a Christmas
present by a Chieago jniw In the form

plants, the latter supplylng “48 pee

“It is the purpose of the admials-
tration,” he set forth, “to narrow this
excessive gap between what the con-
sumer pays for electricity In this coun-
try and what Canada has proved it can
This pro-
gram does not lovolve elther ‘destrue-

lenders of the country
who met in conference at White

The conference’s recommendations

tree - In |

Roosevelt's |

Prepared by National Geographlc Soclety,
Washington, D C—=WNU BService

F—\HINK of an ant crawling on the
ground through a vast cornfield,
1doking up at the tall stalks

To the ant the corostalks are

as high as the California Big Trees
are to a man guzing at thelr distant
tops.
| But it is thelr astounding age, as
| well as their size and beauty, which
| fills the soul of puny man with awe
| and reverence for the Creator.
Big Trees, stout and healthy today,
| were centurles old when Christ was
born. Men call them “the oldest living
things."” So nearly indestructible are
they that some paked, fire-scorched
| trunks still stand, though dead before
America was discovered ; others, which
| fell centuries ago, remain sound and
solid Inside. Such vitallty has the Se-
| quoin that when felled Its branches
do not wither for years. One glant
crashed In 1928 In 1031 its follage
was still fresh and green.

| They link us with the past. Their

Sequoia forebears grew here when the

world was younger, when reptiles grew

to- enormous size. Such mammoths as
the di ur, ble to adjast them-

of a verdict of not gullty of embezz!
ment from the Middle West Utilities
company, The money, $344.720, was
nsed, nccording to the prosecution, in a
desperate effort to recoup Insull’s per-
sonal losses In the stock market.

FliR the first time the RFC has un-

dertaken the manugement of =
rallroad. John W. Barriger, chief ex-
aminer for the Interstate commerce

commlssion, announced that nominees |

of the RFC would be placed In charge
of operation of the Denver & Salt Lake
rallway, which hnas recelved large
losins from the government agency.

The rallway Is a short roa¢d which
has lensed for 50 years the rallroad

Moffat Tonoel Improvement district.

OVERNMENT owncrship of the
arms and ammunition

department in a prepared statement
submitted to the sennte munitions com-
mittes,

Several of the commitiee members
hnve proposed such & course as a
means of “taking the profit out of
war.”
that such a poliey would fall in war
and therefore does not appear lcgical
in peace, but its statement added that
it does not oppose in any way m pro-
gram of licensing the munitions ino-
dustry.

RMY and pavy officers are con-

cerned by the attempts of Com-
munists to spread dissatisfaction, mu-
tiny and rebellion among the armed
forces of the nation, and have asked
the house committee on un-American
‘activities to approve & law permitting
punishment of those who urge any sol-
dler or sailor to violate his oath of
allegiance,

Commander V. L. Kirkman of the
navy told the commitiee that the Com-
munists’ campalgn was planned and
supervised from headquarters In New
York clity, and he submiited a nom-
‘ber of pamphlets and leaflets elren-

bore of the Moffat tunnel,from the |

induostry |
was vigorously opposed by the War |

The War department contended |

"selves to climatic and other changes,
| faded from the earth; but the Sequola
| family endured and saw the rise of
| the mammals, Yet today, when you
werlk beneath these towering tree gi
innu, you feel that the deer and the
| squirrel hardly fit Into a'scene set for
the brontosaurus and the pterodactyl.
| Time was when the Sequola genus
| was spread over four gontinents At
| least twelve fossil species are known,
scattered from Greenland and across
Europe to Asia.

Big Troes and Redwoods Differ.
Some people confuse Californln's
Redwoods with Ita so-called “Big
Trees.” Both are “big” and both are
of the genus Sequoin; both have pink
or red wood and Doth are trees of the
Inrgest size. But they are two specles,
distinet in habltat, In bark, follage,
and in reproduction.

The Coast Redwood, 'or Sequola sem-
pervirens, Is found only nenr the const
| or within the belt of sea fogs, and ex-
tends from southern Oregon down to
Monterey county, in California

The larger species. the California
Big Tree, or Sequoia giganten, I8 con-
fined to the western slopes of the S8i-
erra Nevada, between 4,000 and 8,500
feet elevation, from Placer coonty. In
the north, to Tulare county, in the
south, and Is much more abundant in
the south than In the morth.

The Coast Redwood forms an almost
continuous forest In which it 18 the
dominant stand; the Big Trees grow
in scattered groves, 71 In all, Inter
spersed among the heavier stands of
white fir, shgar ploe, and other trees.

Though smaller In diameter and

-~ Survived lce and Fire.
ing glaclers mowed them down—gla-

i
!
i

q Trees

Among the Big Trees inSequola National Park.

begun. Fires followed the ordeal o.
lee. The mbundant ralas © d, and
lowg, dry summers rendered the for-
egs tinderlike, -eady to be Ignited by
ligatalng or by brands tossed by In-
Jisns to drive out game or clezr Iand
for fornge.

There Is scarcely a mature seguola
that ¢oes not show the effects of at
lenst one fire. Every 20 ¢r 30 years
flnmes swept through the forest, some-
times lcking hungrily, but with little
effect, at the thick, asbestos-like bark;
nznin, where a litter of boughs and
fallen bgs was piled op agalust a Big
Tree, the fire burned fiercely enchgh
to pepeirete the outer cover and into
the heatt. That '8 why the great black
caverns in the living sequolas are al-
most alvsys found on the upper side
of those standing on a slope.

White Men Slow to Find Them.

No dosbt the Coast Redwoods were
seen by the first Europeans to visit our
I'acific ceast. Yet for more than two
centories titer the visit of Sir Francls
Drake, In 1579, white mer roamed up
and down California apparently with-
out ¢llmblg far enough up the high
Slerras to ind the Blg Trees

The Indins knew them, of course.
In summer they camped among them
amd  left | ptholes In granite rocks
whare they jround acorn meal.

Even now the ldentity of the first
white' men|is gaze on the Big Trees
of the 81 + I8 In doubt. It may have
hecn some prmber of the Joseph R.
Walker e tlon of 1833. One Zenas
Leonard, cldr. f the Walker party,
ree lrlit‘d H |
“In the lasttwo days' travellng we
aave Tound fone trees of the Red-
wood specles fkredibly large, some of.
them which wolld measure from 10 to
I8 fathoms (98 % 108 feet) around the
trunk at the beight of a large man's
head (rom the ground”

That group of Big Trees, now known
as the Calaveras North Grove, was,
however, the first of these sequolas to
hecone well known.

John Bidwell, a member of the first
lmmigrant party to enter Callfornia by
the nverland route, ‘stated that he saw
the Cylaverns Big Trees in 18413 but
Dowd 8 popuiarly given eredit as the
discoverer of the Sequola gizantea. It
winz the Calnverns Grove which in-
spiredd Bret FAarte to write his poem,
“thn & Cone of the Blg Trees"

in 1857 Galen Clark discovered the
Mariposa, or Wawona, Grove In what
is nows the Yosemite Nationa! park
The following year Hale D Tharp, &
plonecr of Three Rivers, In Tulare

£
t

county, was led up the Middle Fork of
the Kaweah river by Yokut [ndians,
and on up the grassy slopes beneath
Moro itock to the platean where grows
the noblest foregt of the Sequoia g
gantes, the Glant Forest, In what is
now Sequoin National park

“General
-~ Here, In




