' FEDERAL LAWSUIT CALLS FOF

ONE COUNTY SCHOOL SYSTEN

“Tokenism'' in the place of true
integration of school students and
faculty populations.

Named as defendants are five Robe-
son County school systems, the
Robeson County Board of Commission-
ers, the N.C. Superintendet of Public
Instruction, the State Board of
Education, and the Secretaries of the
U.S. Department of Health and Human

educstion and its cost are at the heart of
the suit.

““We believe that our children are
being denied the kind of education they
deserve and for this we, the taxpayers
of Robeson County, are paying far in

An Archaeological Dig in
Sampson County

Sampson County Indians will assist in
a unique archaeological survey of the
area beginning this summer.

and Recreation

of the US.
Department of the Interior, the project
is part of a statewide program of
archaeological surveys administered by
the N.C. Division of Archives and
History. The one-year project is being
directed by the N.C. Commission of
Indian Affairs in the N.C. Department
of Administration.

Principal investigator Mark Hackbarth
will work directly with members of the
Indian community in identifying areas
of the county which may contain early
historic and prehistoric Indian sites.

““The project represents a unique
opportunity to combine archaeology
with public interaction,’’ according to
Hackbarth. ‘*“The community has been
very cooperative so far and I'm looking
forward to working more closely with
individuals within the community, es-
pecially in identifying site locations."”’

Anyone with information about old
Indian sites, mounds or historic sites in
Sampson County may contact Hack-
barth through the Coharie Intra-tribal

office at 592-8041.

Since Hackbarth will need access to

the areas which are to be surveyed,
permission from landowners will be
requested.

During the survey, the N.C. Com-
mission of Indian Affairs plans to
evaluate how archaeology, as a field of
study, can contribute to the pre-
servation and understanding of the
cultural heritage of Native Americans in
North Carolina. The commission hopes,
more specifically, to expand the know-
ledge of the history of the Coharie
Indians living in the county and to
contribute to an increased awareness of
the Coharie heritage.

The survey will be conducted by
Hackbarth and his wife, Dale, an
archaeologist. Hackbarth will receive a

master’s degree in anthropology from
the University of Arkansas in August.

Saddletree Jaycettes hold
Installation Banquet

On Saturday, May 24, 1980, the
Saddietree Jaycettes held their Instai-
lation Banquet at the Saddietree Jaycee
Clubhouse.

The guest speaker for the evening was
Ms. Geraldine Bell of Saddletree who

spoke on Jaycettes and the Community.

Installing the Jaycettes was Mr.
Ronald Hammonds, Area Director, for
the N.C. Jaycees in the place of Ms.
Patsy Prevatte, past President of the
N.C. Jaycettes. Ms. Prevatte was
unable to attend because of iliness. The
new officers for the 1980- 1981
year are: Shirlean C. Hunt, President;
Wanda L. Hammonds, Vice

cretary; Ruby Locklear, Treasurer; and
Brenda Thomas, Member-at-Large who
will also be Chairman of the Board.

Ms. Thomas presented awards of
appreciation to several community
persons and organizations, presidential
awards of honor to the Jaycettes and
several other awards.

The top awards of the evening went to
Ms. Linda Hammonds for being Jay-
cotte of the Year. Ms. Shirlean C. Hunt

received the Outstanding Jaycette
Award.

The banquet ended with the Jaycee
Creed led by Mr. Jerry Hammonds,
President of the Saddietree Jaycees. A
disco followed the reading of the creed.

excess of what good management would
require,’”” commented ome of the
parents. “‘You cannot operate five
separate school systems in a county of
about 90,000 without duplicating many
of the costs.”

The parents back up their claims
regarding the guality of education by
pointing to statistics compiled by
the State. In 1978-79, for example,
competency testing for 1ith grade
students resulted in the following
failure rates:

Robeson County System, 23 precent
reading, 31 percent math; St. Pauls
System, 14 percent reading, 24 percent
math; Fairmont System, 19 percent
reading, 25 percent math; Lumberton
System, 10 percent reading, 16
percent math; Red Springs System, 15
percent reading, 17 percent math.

For the same year, the average
dropout rate for all systems in the
county was 9.25 percent, representing a
range from Fairmont's high of 11.5
percent to Red Springs’ low of 7.8

percent.

These figures among the worst in
the State, are t§ be compared with the
total per expenditures by each
of the school tms, say the parents.

polf are reasonably well
only three systems

continue to t students who are
among the priy education. We

want to know o

Mot to at least one
logal contributions to

school funds the 1977-78 school
year, while fourth in federal
funds, the Rob County unit ranked
near the bottom d the list {l32ﬂd) in
local contributiops.

ereft must be backed by

dollars,"” say. "'Perhaps no
local dollars ind littie or no local
interest.”’ \
'ﬂlmdwmo?
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Judge McKinnon throws ontinallclous
prosecution claim against Pf}roke

...Only claim left is a trespassing charge

LUMBERTON-Judge Henry A. Mc-
Kinnon Jr. has thrown out another
charge that had been lodged against the
Town of Pembroke and officials,
including McDuffie Cummings, Town
Manager; Vernon Oxendine, Chief of
Police; and Harvey Bullard, a former
sergeant with the Pembroke Police
Department. Bullard has retired since
the charges were lodged by Alfred A.
Cook, now a Pembroke®land owner, The
charges were filed by Osborne Lee, Jr.
and W. Earl Britt, the same Britt who is
to be sworn in as a federal district judge
Friday in Robeson County Superior
Court.

Britt has since been taken off the case
at his own request.

Cook claimed, in his lawsuit asking
some 35 million originally, that he had
been falsely arrested and imprisoned.
He also asked the court to rule that the
town and officials trespassed upon his
property, assaulted him, caused crimi-
nal process to be pressed against him,
and maliciously prosecuted him.

In his ruling on May 23 McKinnon
threw out the charge of malicious
prosecution, leaving only a charge of
tresspass to be debated in criminal

proceedings.
The charge of trespass is the only

charge left standing after the long and

expensive legal proceeding which is
expected to cost Pembroke and her
taxpayers thousands of dollars in legal
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defense. Pembroke is .defended by
Dexter Brooks, one of town's
attorneys. The officials are nded by
Dickson Mclean, a Lumberion at-
torney.

The town, in a counter suit, has sued
Alfred Cook for $100,000 for causing so
called libelous charges and statements
to be printed in the Rebesenian, the
county's daily newspaper. Lee is the
attorney of record for the nmewspaper,
explaining to many how Cook's original
complaint appeared in the Robesonian
on the same day it was filed in court.

The complaint stemmed from a con-

frontation between Cook and certain
town officials on May 20, 1978 when
Cook was discovered plowing up a
parcel of land found later to belong to
his now deceased wife. Chief of Police
Oxendine and Sergeant Bullard stopped
Cook from plowing up the land in
question and placed him under arrest.
The land in question had been used as
an alleyway '‘as long as | can
remember,”’ according to one long time
Pembroke citizen.

Some fourteen months later Cook filed
the lawsuit in question against the Town
and officials.

The scenario now switches back to
superior court where a court date must
be set for Cook's lingering charge of
trespass.

The town's counter suit has not been
scheduled for trial as of this day either.

MATTIE LOCKLEAR REHIRED AT
COUNTY LIBRARY

Mattie Locklear has been rehired at
the Robeson County Public Library. She
had previously been dismissed for

to work on Sundays because of
her religious beliefs. Mrs. Diana Tope
had fired her because of her refusal to
work on Sundays, even though she had
worked at the library for ten years
without a complaint until the tempest
over her stand on refusing to work on
Sundays. Mrs. Tope, the Librarian, had
insisted that she work ‘‘just like all the
rest of the employees.”’

The story first appeared in the pages
of The Carolina Indian Voice and was
brought to the attention of Herman
Dial, the chairman of the Robeson
County Board of Commissioners and
the other news media in the county.

Dial and others inquired into the
matter and it was resolved through
negotiations with Dial, Mrs. Tope, Tom
Long, chairman of the board of directors
of the library trustees, Dickson McLean,
who acts as ad hoc attorney for the
library although he is officially ‘*Just a
member of the board of trustees,”
according to McLean.

Previous alternatives offered by Mrs.
Tope were rejected by Mrs. Mattie
Locklear because she considered them
punitive and unfair. For instance she
would have been expected, via one
alternative, to work each Thursday
night from noon until 9 p.m. and extra
Satrudays to make up for not working on
Sunday.

After negotiations between Dial,
Mrs. Tope, Long and McLean, Long
announced that ‘‘the problem has been
worked out...she (Mrs. Locklear) will
not be penalized for not working on
Sundays. Long said a fair compromise
had been worked out.

Mrs. Locklear said that she was
happy to be back at work. She went back
to work Tuesday.

Long also indicated that Mrs. Lock-
lear will return to the library with the
same 40 hour work week schedule she
was on when she was summarily fired

by Mrs. Tope.

Mrs. Tope has not been available to
The Carolina Indian Voice for comment
although she was quoted extensively in
other local media. She informed this
reporter that ‘‘you should contact my
attorney (Dickson McLean) period for
anything..."" For the record, 1 did so.

The library, since February, has
opened on Sundays from 2-6 p.m. The
library has 23 employees with two of
them (counting Mrs. Locklear) being
Indians. There are four Blacks employ-
ed; one of them is the janitor. Of the 12
member board, there is only one Black
and one Indian.

The library is a joint venture of the
City of Lumberton and Robeson County.
-Bruce Barton

The Preachers and Deacons of
Bumnt Swamp Association will meet
Monday, June 2, at the Baptist
Building, 8:00 p.m. A discussion will be
led by Rev. C.W. Maynor on The Rele
of A Deacon- A and Tradid-
onal Perspective. Rev. Steve Jones will
lead a discission entitied The Role of a
Deacon in Teday's Church.

The Executive Board of the associati-
on will meet Friday, May 30, at the

Baptist Building at 8 p.m. All ministers,

and church rpre-
sentatives should attend.

RUNOFFS SCHEDULED
JUNE3

meﬂw as run offs are scheduled Tuesday, June 3, 1980

in 3 county

races and the piatewide auditor's race.

Commissioner seats are being contested In Red Springs, Pairmont and
i

Lumberton.

Jack Morgan, an Indian, is being

by John Staton, »
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MISS LUMBEE PLATE SALE

There will be a barbecue and chicken
plate sale on June 6, 1980 at the
Pembroke Town Park. The pilate sale,
jointly sponsored by the Lumbee Re-
gional Development Association and the
Pembroke Jaycees, will be to raise
money to send the reigning Miss
Lumbee, Veronica Bryant, to the North
Carolina state beauty pageant.

Mr. Camnell Locklear of the Jaycees
will supervise the plate sale which will
be from 11 a.m. until 7 p.m. Tickets are
$3.00 each and may be obtained from an
LRDA staff or Jaycee member. The
ticket price includes a drink with the

plate.

The public is cordially invited to join in
the support of Miss Lumbee and enjoy a
good meal,

OXENDINE SCHOOL SETS DATE FOR
ANNUAL PARENT TEACHER
CONFERENCE

Oxendine School plays host to parents
on June 3rd in its annual parent-
teacher testing conference, an all-day
affair (9 a.m. - 6 p.m.) in which parents
drop in for quick reviews of their
children's progress. Teachers, equip-
ped with latest results (just back from
being scored), will be able to talk with
parents in short sessions, and will be
able to compare this year's progress
with last. Busy parents may sign up for
time slots by filling in slips brought
home by the students, or they may
telephone Oxendine School (843-4243)
for a place on the schedule.

Parents, anxious to give support to
their children's school work, have
gleaned useful ideas and helpful hints
in furthering work at home,

Noah Woods, Principal of Oxendine
School, said of the all-day conference,
*“One of the most useful means we have
in getting teachers and parents together
to talk about a joint effort in building
the child's educational skillls. Educa-
tion begins at home, actually, and
unless the parents help encourage the
child at home, the school can't really
push very hard. This parent-teacher
conference day is an excellent op-
portunity for members of the com-
munity to get into some valuable
educational discussions. We're proud of
what we are doing and we like to share
our ideas with the farents.”

The date again is June 3rd, the time
from 9 a.m. to 6 p.m. It is hoped that
most interested parents will respond.

CANNING AND FREEZING

Canning and freezing demonstrations
will be conducted at the O.P. Owens
Agriculture Center on Friday, June 6 at
10:30 a.m. If you have been interested
in food conservation and wish to learn
the details and the ‘‘how-to,"”" register
by calling 738-8111.
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AND PLACES
AND THINGS

~Cornelia Cummings, Rt. 1, Box
446A, Pembroke; B.S.N. in nursing.

--Christopher D. Noble, 525 Norwopd
Ave., Lumberton; B.A. in business.

Recreation week is a time for
in youth leadership
Worship, recrestion and |
newal.
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