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FEDERAL LAWSUIT CALLS FOR
ONE COUNTY SCHOOL SYSTEM
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Payetioville- & growp of Robeson Services and the Department of Educa- from Fairmomt’s high of 11.5
c-qr—-u-hmwm tion. A sixth Robeson school system, require,”” commented one of the to Red Springs’ low of 7.8
day in U.S. District Court in an effort to Maxton, is slated to merge with the parents. “‘You canmot operate percent.
put an end to what they consider to be: county system and is, therefore, separate school systems in a of These among the worst in
the poor quality of public education excluded from the suit about 90,000 without duplicating many the State, are to be compared with the
available to their children; the dupli- of the costs."” total per student expenditures by each
cative and inefficient use of tax dollars Concentrating on the federal statutes of the school systems, say the parents.
earmarked for the schools; the perpetu- that mandate equal educational oppor- The parents back up their claims
stion of racial segregation, especially tunity for all students, the suit avoids regarding the quality of education by ‘Our schools are reasomably well
through the planned construction of two mention of the quality of education pointing to statistics compiled by funded. There were ouly three systems
new high schools; artifically contrived provided in Robeson County and deals the State. In 1978-79, for example, in the Staté that recejvedmore federal
school district boundary lines; and only with tax dollars as they are used to competency testing for 11th grade money than the Robeson County
“Tokenism” in the place of true support segregation. However, s spokes students resulted in the following sdministrative unit last year. Yet they
integration of school students and mans for the parents, who are repre- failure rates: continue to turn out stodents who are
faculty populations. sented by Racford attorney Philip A among the most poorly education. We
Diehl, said that both g-llﬁy : want to know' why.'’
education and its cost are at the heart
H'm'"h.t the suit. Robeson County System, 23 precent The plaintiffs point 40 st least one
Sl Cmty - AR, Sype; reading, 31 percent math; St. Pauls possible answer: local contributions to
Robeson County Board of Commission- System, 14 percent reading, 24 percent school funds. In the 1977-78 school
Instroction, the State Board of being denied the kind of education they reading, 25 percent math; Lumberton funds, the Robesoa County unit ranked
FIRST FAIRMONT Proctor Law Building is one "wuﬁumb:ww
WAREHOUSE o the oldest buildings in Lum E F"““:M-m.m local dollars,” they say. “‘Perhaps no
berton. It was built in 1830 and is m“:‘x all local dollars indicate littie or no local
The first tobacco warehouse in located et the corner of Elm and" county was 9.25 percent, representing a
Warehouse. It was located LAW BUILDING berton. FAMOUS PLANK ROAD paid fifty cents to cvoes Little
where the A.D. Lewis Stoie now The belief, traditionally, has Marsh Swamp snd travel on the
stands. The Proctor Law Building was been that lumber wsed In the Plank Road im Fayettoville
restored by Historic Robeson, bridge which gave Lamber Beid-
There are now ten warehouses Inc. Mr. Woodrow Pruitt is the ge its name was wsed lster in & The toll bouse and Plank Road
in Fairmont. president. toll house site where travelers were comstructed in 1848.
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outgrowth of these three high

to begin this summer.

““These new high schools are
important symbols,”” says a
spokesman for the parent
group. “They are strategically
located in order to keep the
racial lines just as they were
prior to 1954. If they ever open
their doors to students, we will
have opened the doors for

"another fifty years of segre-

gation."

Segregation, according to the
plaintiffs, has been a matter of
common practice in Robeson
County involving all the vari-
ous Boards of Education, Each
of the municipal school sys-
tems has been’ permitted to
allow school attendance from
select subdivisions and areas
lying outside the town's geo-
graphic boundaries. The Rob-
eson County Board of Educa-
tion is involved in this since it
establishes boundary lines for
the county--and therefore for
the municipal administrative
units.

Boundary manipulations in
the various administrative
units have resulted in clearly
defined racial identities. For
example, the Lumberton dis-
trict is predominantly White,

its boundaries schools that
have Black and Indian major-
ities. Fairmont and Red
Springs are predominantly
Black and Robeson County
administrative unit is pre-
dominantly Indian.

Within each of the admin-
istrative units--regardless of
their ultimate racial identifi-
cation--are schools with clear,
and sometimes overwhelming
racial majorities. For example:

Tanglewood (Lumberton unit)
Sk ls 40 a eN s Riarein 92% White

South Lumberton ....99% Black

West Lumberton (Lumberton
i Black

West Lumberton (Lumberton

unit). . ....... 78% Indian
Southside (Robeson  unit)
.............. 59% Black

East Robeson (Robeson unit)
.............. 66% White

The result of the wvarious
school attendance districts is
that nowhere in Robeson
County do school populations
reflect the county's total stu-
dent population ratios: 30%
Black, 28% White, and 42%
Indian.

The parents are concerned

MY NAME IS LUMBEE

My name is Lumbee-

My perverters would say Lamber.
Just a crooked little river,

44 miles in length.

I know many secrets.

1 fathered a people.

few there should be who would

In 1968, SOUTHERN EDU-
CATIONAL REPORT publish-
ed an article that looked at
Robeson County's complex
programs with an attitude
approaching wide-eyed ama-
zement. Looking at the bus
service provided to students,

*...For example, the county
system operates a single bus
service for all six districts, and
each day 249 buses crisscross
the county, covering 9,000
miles to serve 16,000 pupils.
Even before desegregation,
there was considerable move-
ment of students across the
boundaries of the six districts,
and that movement continues;
the county system operates a
few schools which are located
inside the township districts,
and those districts have some
students whose homes are
outside the township Boun-

The article continues to re-

port that a Florida county
school system, ‘‘which is
about 100 square miles larger
than Robeson. operates 100
fewer buses in its consolidated
school m, even though its
émﬂlhzﬁe‘“is almost’ “foar
times as large as Robeson
County's six school districts
combined. "’

Little has changed in the
dozen years since that article
was published, say the plain-
tiffis. The Robeson County
Board of Education still oper-
ates ‘a single bus service for
the entire county. At nt it
operates 245 buses &b trans-
port 16,260 students approxi-
mately 1,871,850 miles each
year. *‘With today’s fuel and
maintenance costs, Hills-
borough County. Florida, is
getting a real bargain,"’ says a
spokesman for the parents.

Yet the parents who have
filed this suit state loudly and
clearly that it isn’t just money
that they want to save.

**Qur county has been divid-
ed racially by our schools. The
Blacks have the south; the
Indians have the northwest:
the Whites have Lumberton
and the east. Who made this
arrangement and how does it
affect our children? asks one
parent.

“*We believe that the best
education for our children will
be the result of unified goals,
of equal allocation of resour-
ces, and of a true integration
of the best Robeson County
has to offer--her people.’”

“““““““““““““““

And have I not lulled their
Restless children to sleep at night
With the gentle trickle of me.
Oh, listen to my sad murmuring,
And tell me, do teil me,

For which of these things

Do you now persecute me?

-Lew Bartew




