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able of the prodigal son fully
answers the criticism of Phar-
isees.

THE REBELLIOUS ONE
[vv 11-16] The parable deals
with two sons and their
father. The younger son is
over come by his desire to be
his own master. He wanted
independence from his father
but later learned that he could
not manage his freedom. He
wasted his wealth in a life
where there was no reference
- to God. He could be
compared to the reckless and
loveless publicans and sinners
whom Jesus cared much
about. He was in open
rebellion to a life full of the
father's presence. He was
away from his father's house.
THE REPENTANT ONE
[vv 17-19] This young man fi-
nally saw the needless misery
of his life. He had not
captured life with his **living"’
nor his ‘leaving'” home. He
had been turned away from
real life. Notice, it was the
memory of his father's house
that worked repentance in his
heart. We know he repented
because his attitude toward
himself and his father chan-
ged radically. He saw himself
no longer as a son but.a i

servant. He saw his father no
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ith a prayer for forgiveness.
Ees— | CHEESE.. ... 1 -39 udginde .
(I]g TRIM OR GREAT SHAPE l'q"ln i He didn't ask for his old
: MAOLA

—

longer as one to run from but
one to run to. That's repen- \
tance.
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The beautiful twist to this
story is seen in the father's
joy at recovering his wayward
son. Though his son didn't
d deserve nor demand accep-

tance and restoration, the
loving father granted it out of
his consuming love for his
child. Nothing else but re-
lentless love made the prodi-
gal once again a privileged
) child.
Jesus also used this story to

speak truth to the Pharisees
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had no regrets to regard
concerning his well- disciplin-
ed life. The only problem was
that while he lived in the
house as a son, he carried the
heartof a slave. The aroma of i
his life was filled with the !
stench of repugnant self-
righteousness and uncaring
insensitivity toward a brother

who needed a lift in life. The -
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the one who was not en

the warmth of his father,
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