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We Cannot Know Where We Are Going
¥ We Don’t Know Where We've Been...
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readers.--Bruce Barton

fittingly we honor our Pioneer Fahers

- In I;eply
Learn From

(The writer is an Indlan Law altorney
representing the Lumbee and other eastern North
Caroling tribes.) i

Geolfrey C. Mangum

As one of the individuals quoled In Eve ODakley's
August 5th plece on Red Banks, | find only a few
minor arrors of fact. Unlortunately, the article as a
whole greally confuses (he maln [ssues and
contains remarks by non-lndlans that border
dangrrously close (o hiatant raclsm.

The Idea for the artiche Is to point up the different

rspeclives of Indlans and non-Indlans about Red
‘:lll. But the article loses sight entirely of the
state's planned Indlan Culture Center, which

ises to become ome of the most important
acilities of its kind in the southeastern United
States. Some historical clarity is desperately
needed

The Red Banks area Is not the site of repeated
“fallures” by the |ndians, &5 many non-Indians
appear 1o belleve, In the 1930s, when a handful of
white landowners were (realing the Indians lke
dirt and exloiting them by l:l:.n“mmma
regime ({requently leaving w m w

r less a the Indians pulled
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The Lishibee’

“The Oakley article cites
non-Indian eritics who charge that
the North Carolina Indian
Commission acted in “a sneaky way'
to obtain an interest in the arca.
Thix allegation ix utterly fulke
and would be comie were it not
for the tragic ignorance and
mental laziness of non-Tudian
crities that it reveals.”
Jjoined together in Riverside Country Clyb to ball
out LRC and the government.

The article implies that the Riverside people
were given Lhe land, which Is hardly true. For 16

years now, (he organization has been [aithfully
paying its way under lerms struclured by the

Since 1976, the Red Banks area has hosled the
scclaimed , “Strike at the
The drama, which the history of the.
Lumbee people, Is the thon of efforts that
bogan before 1910. Iy opening night In July, 1976,
was scen by over 1,000 peuple. Obviously the
Lumbee, through varlous organizations and de-
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" termined efforts, have been completely successful

in preserving the recreational value of Red Banks.
So what aboul the Indian Culture Center? The

Oakley article ciles non-Indian crilics who charge

North Carolina Indlan Commission acted in

tragic

laziness of non-Indian critics that it reveals. For
over two years mow, Bruce Jones (the Indian
Commission's executive director) and the com-
mission's board of directors have been working In
the full light of day with the governor's office, the
North Carolina Council of State, and numerous
Jegislators lo dev an Indian Culture Centcr for
eastern North Ca . It is the Council of State,
not the commission, that has full authority for
property acquisitions by the state.

The Red Banks ares was settied on by both the
Indlan Commission and the Council of State afier
exiensive surveys of olher arvas In castern North
Carolina (as far away as Halifax County), Based on
the excelllent tralflic flow the 185 corridor
and lli;unf 74, as well as the existing
recreatonal facilities, the consallant's report
recommended the Red Banks site.

The Indlan Culture Center plans call for an
anthropological museum, convention facilities,
shops and restaurants and attractions for tourists.
The academic, social and entertainment potential is
unlimited. Such a center could easily benefit
Hobeson County and the state for decades Lo come.

Perhaps the most Lroubling aspect of the article
was the commenis by a “well-known Scotland
County historian,” who asked to remain anony-
mous, While erroneously poriraying the govern-
ment as wasteful and the Indians as inepl, .the
“historian" sald, "It was crazy W put an 18-hole
golf course there to begin with ... In an area of

who probably never lifted a gulfl club in thelr

The remark Is nothing If nol racist.

{(The only “historian™ In Scotland County is Dick
Brown, known ihere as an amateur historian. Mr.
Brown can hardly be sald 1o be a histurian in the
sense of Hugh Lefler or Willam Powell, and he |s
in no sense an Indian historian. Although Mr.
Brown, a former stalf writer for The Observer, has
written occasionally about the Lumbee, including
lems on Meary Berry Lowry, Red Banks and
“Sirike at the Wind," his writing displays only the
most superficial acquaintance with Lumbee histo-
)

??“’ own (heory In that racism today Is less
frequently malicious in nature than it is the result
of n-uf

To The Editor:

When one has consistently
made public education an
integral part of their life, it is
almost % to think
about such a dedstic change as
either retirement -or resigna-
tion, However, after twenty
eigh. years in the field of
public education, twenty-
three of which have been
spent in the Hoke County
Public Schools, 1 find it
necessary to tender my resig-
nation due to medical reasons
effective October 1, 1984.

1 am taking this opportunity
to reminisce about my experi-
ences in Hoke County in an
attempt to inform the many
students, teachers and staff,
parents and community lead-
ers about how highly I value
their confidence in my ability
to contribute to a better
education and jmproved edu~
cational opportunities in the
Hoke County Schools.

1 am especially proud of the
many fine accomplishments
which Hoke County has made
in the past twenty years.
When | joined the Hoke
County Public Schools in 1962
as Principal of Hawkeye Indi-
an School, 1 was charged with
the responsibility of moving
forward a K-12 school with
ten teachers and a total
student enrollment of 300 to
33 teachers and a total
student enrollment of over
700 students in 1968, some
200 of whom where high
school students. We were
confronted with a limited
curriculum due to the small
number of students, we en-
countered a large number of
students who did not enroll in
school until the second or
third month. of school, and
student achievement and pro-
gress was tremendously
affected by this annual record
of poor school attendance and
late school enrollment. I re-
member well the many long
hours which the teachers
spent in_visiting the tobacco
and cotton fields to encourage
parents to enroll their chil-
dren in school, and how we
worked to plan and provide
for a broad-based extra curri-
cular program to involve
students in school activities,
to motivate and increase the
awareness of parents for the
need for education, and to
develop a high level of
community support and
school pride.

I am also reminded of the
initiatives undertaken during
the late sixties as Chairman of
the Board, Mr. D.R. Huff and
Board members, Dr. Riley
Jordan, Mr. Bobby Gibson,
Mr. BillHowell and Mr. Wil-
ton Wood led the school
district in meeting one of the
greatest challenges to ensure
a sound future and a quality
education for all students in
the Hoke County Schools. In
the spring of 1968, these men
voted for districtwide school
consolidation in order to meet
federal requirements for
school desegregation. While
their decision was unpopular
at the time, their decision was
founded on the best interests
of the students, the parents,
the teachers and the com-
munities as evidenced by the
successful desegregation of
the Hoke County Schools
wihtout incident. Their cour-
age, wisdom and vision for
the future contributed to the

Schools today.

In 1973, |1 was called upon
to serve the Hoke County
Schools as Principal of Up-
church Junior High School,
and in 1977, to fill the

principalship at South Hoke

teats on a male cow.
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Carl Britt offered a valid

reason for down (if the

greatness of the Hoke County

progressively productive as DSS becasue some of the DSS

_ Education.
Upon the occasion of each of

these  appointments, I
always fesponded that 1 was
willing to serve the Hoke
County Schools in whatever
capacity the Superintendent
and the Board of Education
deemed that I could be most
effective. While many of
these appointments may not
have been in my personal best
interest, at all times I re-
affirmed my committment to
the best interests of students
and the Hoke County
Schools. These varied exper-
iences allowed me the oppor-
tunity to serve some of my
students in the principalship
for as many as eight of their
twelves years in school, and
the greatest reward that I
have received has been the
satisfaction, the pride, and
the sharing of success as
many of the youngsters went
on to greater achievement in
colleges and universities, in
successful jobs, and into
productive roles in the com-
munity.

For eight years I served as a
member of the North Carolina
State Board of Education.
While visiting public schools
across the state, at no time
did 1 visit any school district
with which I did not feel that
the Hoke County Schools
could favorably compare. To-
day, Hoke County Schools can
boast of forward leadership in
keeping first and foremost in
the decision-making process-
es the best interests of the
students. The school district
employs many fine teachers,
aides, maintenance workers,
custodians, cafeteria and food
services staff, educational
support pegsennel.and out- .
stai.cding central “office per-~
sonnel and administrators. I
am convinced that Hoke
County can hold its own with
other school districts across
the state.

I have had the opportunity
and privilege to serve with
five outstanding school su-
perintendents: Mr. W.T.
Gibson, Mr, Don Abernathy,
Mr. Raz Autry, Mr. John D.
McAllister and the current
superintendent, Dr. Bob Nel-
son. Each of these individuals
are to be commended for
their fine leadership of the
Hoke County Schools, and 1
am certainly indebted to each
of them for the many conside-
rations and kindnesses exten-
ded to me as a member of the
Hoke County educational
team.

On several occasions | have
been afforded an opportunity
to serve in the field of public
education in' other school
districts, but at no time have |
had any desire to serve
anywhere other than in the
Hoke County Schools. I sin-
cerely appreciate the confi-

dence, the support, the re- ©

spect and the fine cooperation
extended to me over the years _

by the students, the parents, g’.fr

the teachers and staff, and the '
administration and larger
Hoke County community.
Hoke County has been both,
good for me and to me, and |
sincerely and honestly hope
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COLUMBUS HAD A WARPED
SENSE OF HUMOR!
Now this folk: “Indian Heritage explorer or sailor. Heck, if he was any
Week™' North comedian at all, he had to be better than he

I'll just be danged if I can get excited about
being called an ““Indian.’’ It aggravates the
spirit of Henry Berry Lowry that courses
thromgh my veins. Well, I'm not going to
India to call attention to my heritage. 'Cause
my heritage is not linked to India. And I am a
Native American. Not an “‘Indian.”’ You be

what you please.

Let’s be realistic for a moment, if we may.
Simply put, ol’ Columbus done a job on we
““Native Americans’’ when he hung the name
“Indian”’ on us.

I don’t hold ol’ Columbus in too high a
regard. You see, he's exposed me and my
ancestors to too much ridicule by hanging
that silly name on us. Heckl! He weren't
looking for America. The wayward yokel set
sail in search of a short cut to the West Indies
for trade purposes. He'weren't even close.
Heck! If he missed heaven as far as he did the
West Indies, he’s probably burning now.

And the distorted history books credit this
incompetent sailor and even worse explorer
with discovering America. That's almost as
big a joke as him hanging my ancestors with
the name “‘Indian."’

When ol’ Columbus disembarked on the
shores of America, he noticed some half-nak-
ed “‘savages”’ (his word, not mine) scurrying
about. Still suffering from the pitiful delusion
that he had found the short cut to the West
Indies (heaven knows what other maladies he
suffered from), good ol’ Columbus called my
ancestors “‘Indians.”’ Now, neither I nor my
ancestors have ever set foot on the
scorching soils of India. And, honestly
speaking, | have no immediate plans to do so.
All this notwithstanding, ol’ Columbus
labeled us ‘‘Indians.”” As far as I'm
concerned, ol’ Columbus inflicted a grave
injustice upon Native Americans that day.

What is so sad, though, is that an even
greater and graver injustice is inflicted upon
us daily as even the majority of our own
people continue to label us “Indians.”” It's a
baffling mystery, to say the least. Our
ancestors have fought for and rectified many
injustices throughout our excitinghistory.
Yet, this one stinging joke remains to haunt
and ridicule us. I hate to say it, but I believe
the biggest problem is that the white-written

history books hate to admit that they are”’

wrong. It is a lot easier to continue calling us
“Indians’’ than it is to have to correct the
history books.

I am of the opinion that ol' Columbus must
have been a better comedian than he was an

continental. I do know that

close to rivaling the “Indian’’ joke of ol’
Columbus.

What truly distresses me, though, is that it
is folk like you and I who keep the joke alive.
We have become too complacent. if enough
of us insisted upon being called *‘‘Native
Americans,"” then ol’ Columbus’ “Indian"’
joke would die. And we could bury it at sea,
where it all began.

Lumbee Regional Development Associa-
tion is in the process of petitioning the
government, on behalf of Robeson County
“‘Indians’ (sic) for federal recognition. This
is all well and good. But, 1 doubt the
government will take our efforts to become
federally recognized seriously as long as we
continue to not take our own identity
seriously. I'm not knocking L.R.D.A. I think
the agency serves a needed function in Indian
country. All I'm saying is that as long as we
continue to call ourselves “‘Indian,”” we are
living a lie and a joke. And other folk will
continue to treat us accordingly.

Considering our complacency in accepting
the “Indian’’ slap to our face delivered by ol’
Columbus, and being an eternal optimist, I'm
just'glad he didn’t land on the Virgin Islands.
I'm serious folk. 1 just don't know if my male
ego could stand being called a 33-year-old
“Virgin."” You think that's absurd, don’t
you? Well, 1 dare say it's no more absurd, or
harder for me to swallow, than being called a
33-year-old ““Indian.””

Yea! The white man came and raped us.
He took our land. Stripped us of our customs
and heritage, not to mention our identity.
Heck! He soiled everything he came in
contact with. So, after being raped, it's
absurd to think that we could possibly have
been called ‘“'Virgins'' had ol’ Columbus
inadvertently landed on the Virgin Islands.
About as absurd, in fact, as us being called
“Indians.’” Oh yea! OI' Columbus must’a had
a warped sense of humor.

At least nmow | understand what our
ancestors meant when they greeted someone
and held up their right .hand and said,
‘“‘How!"" They're probably like me. I, too,
want to know “*how?’" How in the world has
this “‘Indian’’ fiasco lasted so long?

I'll talk at y'all some more next week.
Meanwhile, don’t get mad 'cause 1 don’t like
being the butt of a joke. If you have to get
anything, then for God’s--and Native Ameri-
can’s--sake, get excited. And get determined
to let's unite and stifle this *‘Indian"’ joke
once and for all.

Idon’t want to see another

Readers says, *

To The Editor:

As a retired TSgt. of the
U.S. Air Force, with 30 years
of service to my country, also

a Pearl Harbor survivor and
a supporter of the American
Defense Insitute, I'm shocked
that the Soviets have grown so
brazen that they would send
new nuclear missile subma-
rines to America and dare us
to do anything about it.

I remember when Commu-
nists did not dare insult
America. It is vital that
Congress untie President
Reagan's hands and permit
him to give us new sub-

R
_,i‘__v*— R

v/
N
A
St

Y

Pearl Harbor!”’

marines America needs so
badly.

The news is bad and | feel
that the American pecple
need to wake up and write
their Congressmen demand-
ing that they vote for a strong
defense so that America will
stay free.

The Soviet Union has just
announced that it is moving
additional nuclear missile
submarines to the coast of the
United States and our own
Pentagon experts confess that
these modern Soviet subma-
rines are now capable of
launching their deadly nuc-

Dr. Sherwood Hinson, Jr.

LUMBERTON

lear missles into America’s
cities in only seven to nine
minutes.

Now we don't need a
nuclear freeze as some would
have us believe. The Soviets
will not freeze theirs. Their
word isn’t worth the paper
that’s it’s written on!

God has blessed America
and we need to keep it free at
all cost. [ don't want to see
another Pearl Harbor!

TSgt. Wm. P. Revels
USAF, Ret.
Rogte 1 Box 60
St. Pauls, NC 28384

CHIROPRACTIC CENTER

4904 Fayetteville Rd.
IN SALEM SQUARE
THE NEWEST PROFESSIONAL PARK_

HEADACHES!
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Thousands of people suffer daily from head-
aspirins for relief. Many times drugs
not reduce the pain or the reoccurrence of their
deily headache suffering.
drugs. Its only side effectis
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